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Dear Planning Commission,

My name is Megan Katerjian and I am executive director of Door of Hope. Having experienced firsthand the shortage
of affordable housing for our cleints that we are trying to move from homelessness to permanent housing, I support
the proposal to rezone church land for affordable housing in Pasadena.

The rezoning of church land will provide needed sites for affordable housing across the city.

Affordable housing developments need to have 40-50 units to be financially feasible. Most church land in Pasadena is
not zoned to accommodate that density, so rezoning needs to happen. And it needs to be “by right” so that we can get
affordable housing into all parts of the city and not perpetuate racist and classist exclusionary zoning.

10 churches in Pasadena have expressed interest in having affordable housing on their land, and we partner with many
of them in our work to end homelessness for families in the city.

Affordable Housing on congregational land could provide much needed affordable housing for middle-income people
(aka “the missing middle”) who are getting priced out of the city.

Thank you for your commitment to housing justice for our community.

Sincerely,

Rev. Megan Katerjian, Executive Director

P S  Join us at our next Stories of Hope Tour! Click here for details
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Dear Planning Commisstion,

            My name is Merilie Robertson, and I have lived in Pasadena for 3 years.  I am a member
of Knox Presbyterian Church, where we have a concern for the many people in our city who
are without housing.

            I have visited a number of Black churches on Fair Oaks Avenue and seen that, because
of a decrease in their membership, they have large parking lots which are mainly unused.  My
concerns about this are twofold.  First, I am concerned about these churches, formerly
thriving, but now, many of whose members have been priced out of their homes, have had to
sell their homes, and move.  Second, it is disturbing to see so much land be unused when we
are so short of affordable housing in Pasadena.

            I am urging you to support legislation, put forward by Making Housing and Community
Happen, which would call for rezoning of church and other land “by right,” so that good use of
this land can be made for affordable housing in our beautiful city of Pasadena. There are
places all over this city with land which is suitable for this zoning change. I want our city to be,
not only beautiful, but just and inclusive.

            Sincerely yours,

            Merilie Robertson
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Dear Planning Committee,

My name is Ellen Rosenblatt,

I have attended church in Pasadena for 6 years.  I am saddened that many people in my church
cannot afford to live in Pasadena.

I support the proposal to rezone church land for affordable housing in Pasadena.
The rezoning of church land will provide needed sites for affordable housing across the city.
Affordable housing developments need to have 40-50 units to be financially feasible. Most
church land in Pasadena is not zoned to accommodate that density, so rezoning needs to
happen. And it needs to be “by right” so that we can get affordable housing into all parts of
the city and not perpetuate racist and classist exclusionary zoning.

Thank you,
Ellen
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My name is Karen Newe. I’ve lived in Pasadena for over 30 years. 
I’m a member of Pasadena Mennonite Church, and live in the 

I currently do communications work for my church, and we’ve had families
move away due to housing costs — including young families who’ve not been able
to win bids on house purchases. 

Our church would like to build affordable housing, but we own no land — we rent 
space for worship. So we’re supporting the other churches in Pasadena who want 
to build affordable housing: 10 churches in Pasadena have expressed interest in
having affordable housing on their land.

Affordable housing developments need to have 40-50 units to be financially feasible. 
Most church land in Pasadena is not zoned to accommodate that density, 
so to do that we need rezoning. And it needs to be “by right” or nonprofit affordable 
housing developers won’t have the confidence to invest the time and money in 
pre-development because the project might be denied. They don’t have the deep
pockets that for-profit developers building market rate housing do. Without “by right”
rezoning, few if any projects will be completed.

We need rezoning of church land for “by right” affordable housing because it will put
affordable housing throughout the city. To deny multifamily housing that is adjacent to
single family neighborhoods is to perpetuate the racist and classist exclusionary
zoning that has shaped Pasadena and many other cities in our nation.

MHCH has submitted a proposal that carefully looks at each church site in the city
and proposes a density limit that makes sense considering what surrounds each site.

And finally, affordable housing on congregational land could provide much needed
affordable housing for middle-income people (aka “the missing middle”) who are
getting priced out of the city.

Thank you for your commitment to housing justice for our community.
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Dear Planning Commission,

My name is Barbara Pettit

I have lived in Pasadena for almost 20 years, have served on staff at a 
Pasadena Church that hosted a bad weather shelter, and now work at 
Door of Hope in Pasadena -
 Empowering families facing homelessness to transform their lives.

I hear stories every day of good, hard-working families struggling to
remain in their current housing or to simply find housing. And we work
hard to help them but the shortage of affordable housing is real! At the
same time I understand that 10 Pasadena churches have expressed
interest in having affordable housing on their land. What a gift to those
facing or experiencing homelessness! What a gift to middle-income people
(aka “the missing middle”) who are getting priced out of the city!

To deny multifamily housing that is adjacent to single family
neighborhoods is to perpetuate the racist and classist exclusionary zoning
that has shaped Pasadena and many other cities in our nation.

I support the proposal to rezone church land for affordable housing in 
Pasadena.

The rezoning of church land will provide needed sites for affordable 
housing across the city.

Affordable housing developments need to have 40-50 units to be 
financially feasible. Most church land in Pasadena is not zoned to 
accommodate that density, so rezoning needs to happen. And it needs to 
be “by right” so that we can get affordable housing into all parts of the 
city.

Thank you for your commitment to housing justice for our community.

Barbara Pettit, Executive Assistant



P.S. Join us at our next Stories of Hope Tour! Click here for details.
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Dear Planning Commissioners,

My name is Sonja Berndt,  I have lived in Pasadena for 19 years.  I am a retired attorney and a retired
registered nurse.  For the past two years, I have advocated for affordable housing and for housing
residents experiencing homelessness in our City.  Over the past year I have participated in direct
outreach for our unhoused residents and I have assisted and mentored a gentleman who is
unhoused but thankfully now sheltered and receiving case management services.  

I support the proposal to rezone church land for affordable housing in Pasadena.  We have seen far
too many people leave our City because they cannot afford to live here.  We need a vibrant
community of folks at all economic levels who are racially and culturally diverse.  

As you know, several churches are interested in using some of their underutilized land to build
much-needed affordable housing for those with limited means.  The rezoning of church land will
provide needed sites for affordable housing across our City.

Affordable housing developments need to have 40-50 units to be financially feasible.  Most church
land in Pasadena is not zoned to accommodate that density, so rezoning is necessary.  

Critically important is the fact that affordable housing on church land needs to be “by right” so that
we can get affordable housing into all parts of the City and so that the urgently-needed affordable
housing is not needlessly and endlessly delayed by persons who seek to perpetuate racist and
classist zoning.

Thank you for placing this issue on the agenda for the Commission's January 26, 2022  meeting and 
thank you for your commitment to housing justice for our community.

Sincerely,

Sonja K Berndt

Pasadena (District 4)
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Dear Planning Commission,

My name is Erin Miller and I work as a Case Manager for Door of Hope in Pasadena. I would 
like to support the proposal to rezone church land for affordable housing in the city of 
Pasadena.

Of the 1,964 Emergency Housing Vouchers assigned to Los Angeles County, only around 30 
families have been able to find permanent housing. This is due to the lack of affordable
housing in our general area. 

The rezoning of church land will provide needed sites for affordable, equitable housing across 
the city and there are already ten churches ready to offer their land to meet this need. Why 
rezoning? It is necessary as affordable housing developments need to have 40-50 units to 
make financial sense and most churches were not originally zoned for that kind of housing.

It is also important that this rezoning be "by right" to take out the cost of pre-development
applications that many churches and other non-profits are unable to afford and to allow for
units to be spread throughout the city instead of being relegated to a single area. 

Please help restore our middle class and change these zoning laws that have their roots in
inequity and racism.

Thank you for your commitment to justice and public service.

Erin Miller, Case Manager
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Dear Planning Commission,

I have been a resident of Altadena and a member of St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish for over 40 years.
Our church is located in Altadena, on the Pasadena border, and our congregation includes many
residents of Pasadena. As a member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at our parish I have heard the
stories of a number of parishioners and families in our parish boundaries who are struggling to pay their
rent, which continues to increase at high rates every year. In many cases that is in spite of the fact that all
household members work, some holding down two jobs. In some cases the rent increases are driving
long-time residents out of the area to communities where rent is more affordable

It is time for Pasadena to explore new ways to address this unjust situation. I support the rezoning of
church land for this reason. This gives churches an opportunity to provide affordable housing on their
underutilized land. Most churches are not zoned for development of the 40-50 housing units needed for
this to be financially feasible. Therefore, rezoning the land is essential. And it must be "by right."  If not,
then nonprofit affordable housing developers will not be willing to take the risk of doing expensive pre-
development work only to have the project opposed by those who do not want to see multifamily housing
built near a single-family neighborhood.

Ten congregations are prepared to construct affordable housing on their land IF the land can be rezoned
and IF this is done "by right."

Rezoning will make it possible for affordable housing to be built throughout Pasadena and put an end to
the racist and classist housing patterns that have existed for too long.

I urge the Commission to recommend that the City Council approve the rezoning "by right" of church land
for affordable housing. 

Thank you for your commitment to housing justice for our community.

Connie O'Donnell 
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To the Pasadena Planning Commission - 

I'm a volunteer with Pasadena For All, a local group that does direct outreach to the city's
unhoused. Pasadena has hundreds who lack shelter; we offer food, water and clothes to those
we meet in city parks. Many of them share stories about falling behind on rent, getting caught
in a legal system without support, or struggling with mental illness or addiction. 

The stories I've heard while volunteering are why I support the proposal to rezone church land
- by right - for affordable housing in Pasadena. Along with the rest of California, our city is in
a crisis. There simply isn't enough housing for the people who are already living here. The
housing that gets built tends to be luxury apartments that young professionals can't afford, let
alone working class residents or poor families.

The housing crisis is not one we'll solve with any single magic bullet policy. Instead, we'll
need to apply a variety of solutions. Rezoning church land may be one of the easiest we have
to implement. 

There are 10 churches in Pasadena that have already expressed interest in having
affordable housing on their land. Most developers aren't going to develop housing on
land that only provides for a handful of units. Please take this simple step toward
providing more affordable housing in Pasadena.

Andrew Good



January 25, 2022 

Honorable Chair, Vice Chair and Planning Commissioners of the City of Pasadena 

Regarding item 5.  STUDY SESSION: HOUSING ON INSTITUTIONAL FACILITY SITES 

I care about housing equity and support changes in zoning codes that further a better 
Pasadena and California.    
 

For more than 20 years, I worked in affordable housing development when employed at the 
City of West Hollywood while I lived in Altadena.  Planning, adapting, innovating to help affordable 
housing happen is so important.   Most of my friends live in Pasadena and we talk often about how 
Pasadena has very good housing programs and that recent changes in State housing law are 
opening ways to accomplish even more diverse housing inventory in cities.   
 

I applaud the City’s Planning Commission, staff, and community to be finding ways to add 
affordable housing that is distributed throughout the city. 
   

The item before you tonight addresses economic inequity by providing affordable housing 
in an innovative way – using existing sites which are underutilized.  Also, these sites are distributed 
throughout the City of Pasadena.  This can counter the trend that many communities have of 
building affordable housing in sections of a city.  In turn, this can reduce economic, racial and other 
biases within a city, one home at a time in a long-term strategy. 
 

I support the proposal to rezone church land for affordable housing in Pasadena. 
 

I support that 100% of this housing has a minimum restricted affordability criteria to qualify 
as a project.  This strategy could be tailored for properties with multiple uses, for instance, 
childcare spaces, life skills counseling, affordable housing board meetings, art experiences and 
more. 
  

Affordable housing developments need to have 40-50 units to be financially feasible. Most 
church land in Pasadena is not zoned to accommodate that density, so rezoning needs to happen. 
And it needs to be “by right” so that we can get affordable housing into all parts of the city.  Also, 
please consider having reduced parking requirements for the housing portion can spare project 
construction costs as well as encourage use of public transit.   All residential homes should be 
allotted a metro or bus pass – for free – as part of the conditions of the project.  

 
Thank you for your commitment as Planning Commissioners in considering this item for 

building a better Pasadena. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Elizabeth Savage 

Retired, Director of Human Services, West Hollywood 
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Dear Planning Commissioners,

As long-time Pasadena residents and PUSD parents who care deeply about the health and welfare of our community
and neighbors, we are submitting comments in support of removing barriers to the creation of affordable housing on
church properties in Pasadena.

As you know Pasadena lacks sites to build affordable housing, but not willing partners to do so. Ten Pasadena
churches have already expressed interest in adding affordable housing to underutilized spaces on their properties.
Given their commitment to service, these institutions are well positioned to make space  and provide ongoing
support for lower-income residents and families in need of housing.

While you don't have the power to reverse the ongoing housing affordability crisis in CA, as local decision-makers
you do have influence over zoning rules that limit affordable housing on religious properties in Pasadena. We urge
you to take advantage of this opportunity in the short-term.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Wes and Kristin Reutimann
Pasadena 91103
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Dear Planning Commission,

My name is Carmella Grahn. I have lived in Pasadena for over five years/La Canada for 16 years.

I am so saddened by the growing population of people struggling to afford to live in Los Angeles
and Pasadena in particular and no apparent solution underway...only more construction of
unaffordable housing.

I support the proposal to rezone church land for affordable housing in Pasadena. The rezoning of
church land will provide needed sites for affordable housing across the city. My understanding is
that affordable housing developments need to have 40-50 units to be financially feasible. Most
church land in Pasadena is not zoned to accommodate that density, so rezoning needs to happen.
And it needs to be “by right” so that we can get affordable housing into all parts of the city and
not perpetuate racist and classist exclusionary zoning.

Thank you for your commitment to housing justice for our community.

Carmella
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Dear planning  Commission :
                               My name is  Peter C Hartgens.
And I am in a tender and orange grove Quaker meeting here in Pasadena. And I have lived in Pasadena now since
2000 CE. Also since the end of 2005 I have been residing in the  Apartments in a hood sponsored
apartment I know the importance of affordable housing.
          Since 2000 I have been involved in helping in the fair housing
movements in Pasadena.
        For me Affordable housing is a human right and a responsibility of government to help provide for its
population as in the constitution in the concept of protecting the people. Having a safe and affordable place to live is
protection for the such individuals but it is also protection for the society to maintain its balance and works..For the
more homeless there are, the more unstable becomes the society and the more difficult it becomes for government to
maintain peace,  order and contentment of the society.
         Rezoning in such a way as to allow Congregational land of various religions to construct and allow low
income housing on their property is both a moral and spiritual and social obligation of a government especially in
times like this when the whole society is in a crisis mode for various reasons. this rezoning would be a great help in
the moral ethical and material growth of our city and country.  The basic concept of separation of church and state
was very simple that the state would not make any religion the national religion.  And a wide definition all religions
are social service organization serving the needs both spiritually and physically of their parishioners. Again we keep
separation of church and state by not making a national religion that is the legal religion of the land.   We are not
asking for the state to adopt a religion but to make it possible for all religions who choose to do so to build or allow
to be built affordable housing on their property. The homeless situation is not going to go away in a day and did not
come to be overnight steps must continually be made to keep a functional orderly society with the people most need
or taken care of.    Please seriously contemplate on this statements above. Our nation is in crisis every effort to heal
the people and make them trust or bring them to trust in the Democratic representative republic system and know
that the government as people is looking out for them.
       Thank you for considering the above.

Sincerely,

Peter C. Hartgens OFM,MSW
Sent from my iPad
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