
 

 

 

86 S. Fair Oaks Ave. Project 

Design Commission Hearing 

February 22, 2022 

 

Dear Commissioners, 

 

   I am writing to you as a 17-year member of the immediate community to 86 S. Fair Oaks Ave at the 

Castle Green. During that time, I’ve come to know many members of our adjoining community at the 

Hotel Green. In April of 2021, I was sought out to assist a group of tenants of the Hotel Green to 

organize a response to the proposed development using SCEA, of the Hotel Green open space that had 

been, slowly over the years, converted into a parking lot.  

   I am leaving all of the regulatory procedural problems this project presentation has had over the last 9 

years to others, and focus my attention on the direct impact his project will have on the elderly who 

reside at the Hotel Green. I want to thank Councilman Madison, who I have raised this issue with, in the 

past, for his referral of this application to the rightful project certifying body that is the Design 

Commission. 

   I want to be clear that I, nor the 50 or so low-income renters at the Hotel Green who I am assisting, are 

opposed to a project at 86 S. Fair Oaks Ave. We are opposed to the massive scale of the project as 

proposed. The impact on the living environment at the Hotel Green will be enormous. For example, the 

applicant designates 2nd floor area some 20 feet in the air as open space, but completely disregards the 

impact on 1st floor historic windows, visual vantage points from the Hotel Green, as well as ground level 

walking area for Hotel Green residents around the new structure. The birds eye view depiction of the 

proposed project is indeed just that, of a pigeon 20 feet above the roof near the intersection of the 

Hotel Green and Castle Green to blur the ground level and elevated second floor “open” spaces. This 

perspective is also counting Castle Green grounds as open space with no differentiation between the 

two parcels. Unfortunately, this will not be the experience of Hotel Green residents. Instead of the view 

of Central Park they now enjoy, the condition outside their windows would be of perpetual shade for 

about ½ of the south facing windows due the 7-story structure, and the back side of roofing for the rest. 

Also, the structural impact on the Hotel Green of the adjoining proposed 60’ deep pit to house 4 levels 

of parking has been slated to be determined in the field, rather than determined and planned for 

beforehand. Lastly, buried in the entitlement application, is the right of the developer to register APN 

numbers for the apartments, so they can be converted to condominiums at a future date. 

 

 



    

   As the mass and scale of this project is of primary concern to the Hotel Green residents, the ability to 

remain residents of the Hotel Green also weighs heavily on their minds. G&K has owned the property 

since the late 70’s. There has been no attempt to restore the building or property. Even though G&K 

representatives have provided these pictures with cupcakes to pass out to residents, they have not 

answered the question, what will happen to us when this project is complete? Can you please address 

our housing security issues? Is it possible to repair and restore the Hotel Green, and have the applicant 

build an architecturally appropriate project requiring the proposed structure to fit in with the historic 

resources in existence on the same historically dedicated block? 

   Another source of anxiety concerning this project for the long term tenants of G&K at the Hotel Green 

is the lapse of an agreement between the City of Pasadena and G&K that resulted in their becoming 

tenants there in the first place. 

On April 3, 2006 Pasadena entered into an Affordable Housing Agreement with the applicant where 

Goldrich and Kest received $1,750,000.00 from the City of Pasadena to increase the number of low-

income units at the Hotel Green . That agreement was for a 15-year period. It lapsed nearly a year ago.  

5.B.(1) APPROVAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

PASADENA AND GREEN HOTEL, A CALIFORNIA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP AND GOLDRICH 

AND KEST, LLC., FOR PURCHASE OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING COVENANTS AT GREEN 

HOTEL, 50 EAST GREEN STREET 

   The residents of the Hotel Green are living in fear of the physical and mental health effects that this 

massive construction project, as proposed, will cause. Their worst fear is, at the end of this project, they 

will be forced out of their units as G&K is no longer under any obligation to continue with the number of 

units dedicated to affordable housing because thIS 15 year covenant has expired.  

   The reason for this letter is to ask the Design Commission to consider the impact on the human 

environment of this proposed project. The priorities of the developer/landlord seem to be backwards.  

Instead of building as large a structure as possible with the entitlement of future Assessor’s Parcel 

Numbers, perhaps the owner can address the future of the tenants it already has.  

   I am not asking the Design Commission to make a political decision concerning low-income housing. I 

am asking the Design Commission, on behalf of the residents of the Hotel Green, to use its regulatory 

certifying power to sanction a much more scaled back and appropriate project that all the residents of 

Pasadena, including the City Council, can get behind.  

Jack Green      

 

 

    

                                                                                                                                                    

 




