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Dear Commissioners,

 My name is Anthony Manousos, I am proud resident of Northwest
Pasadena, and co-founder of Making Housing and Community Happen.
I believe housing as a human right and support affordable housing
throughout our city. For this reason, I agree with Pasadena Heritage
that we should support mixed use development—businesses on ground
floor, and housing on upper levels—the model we see in Old Pasadena.
This means rezoning commercial areas for housing, with 20% set aside
as affordable thanks to our inclusionary policy.  

The current Housing Element makes it clear that transportation corridors
like S. Fair Oaks are ideal for housing and where much of it is taking
place. On p. 49 of the Draft Housing Element it  calls for “amending the
Zoning Code to allow housing in commercial zones, where consistent with General
Plan objectives.”

For this reason, I was very disturbed that some in the City Council are
delaying consideration of the Housing Element so they can find a loop
hole and prevent housing from certain parts of the South Fair Oaks
Specific Plan area. This appears to be a violation of the 2019 Housing
Crisis Act which prevents cities from downzoning at a time when we
need more, not less housing. We are in a crisis, but some who are
comfortably well off do everything they can to thwart smart growth.
Council member Wilson rightly said that preventing housing in a
transportation corridor would be a “radical departure” from current City
policy, which is to prevent additional density in single family
neighborhoods and encourage housing in downtown areas,
transportation corridors and commercial zones.

Our city and state are in a housing crisis. Housing prices are soaring
because not enough housing is being built where it’s needed, and we
need bold, innovative policies that ensure affordable housing is built. I
implore you to take this crisis seriously and approve including the
policies recommended by the Pasadena Housing Coalition in the
current Housing Element. 

Anthony Manousos
Co-founder of MHCH


	2022-05-25 Planning Commission 5. Housing Element Public Comment 117_Redacted
	2022-05-25 Planning Commission 5. Housing Element Public Comment 118_Redacted



