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June 16, 2022 
 
City of Pasadena Planning Commission 
Attention: Hayman Tam, Recording Secretary 
Hale Building 
175 N Garfield Ave, 2nd Floor 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
Re: Support for change of use 250 N Madison Ave 
 
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 
 

I am writing to express my support for the requested removal of the current restriction on the 250 N 

Madison Avenue property to allow for use outside of institutional use by Fuller Seminary. As close neighbors 

of Fuller, it is of utmost concern to us that the property does not sit vacant while the larger master plan is 

worked out, but rather that the property is strategically used to attract innovative companies that can create 

jobs and contribute to the local community.  

Fuller Seminary has been tremendous asset to this area of Pasadena for many, many years; however, 

they must adapt to the realities of changing market dynamics like all businesses. Graduate higher education 

has seen a significant trend with students shifting to an online delivery model, which has created significant 

challenges for Fuller. Accommodating this request is an important step to support them while they complete 

their revised long-term plan and will ensure that this area is not faced with a vacant building, which is bad for 

everyone.  

In closing, I’d like to urge the Commission to approve this request and emphasize the positive impact 

of supporting this change of use by ensuring the residential viability of the area and bringing economic 

stability. Vacant buildings are a nuisance, attracting unwanted activities and lowers the identity of the 

neighborhood. Additionally, in the current economic climate, it is important to do everything possible to 

support current businesses in the area, create space for expansion of local businesses, and attract new 

innovative companies to strengthen the local economy. 

 
Thank you for your careful consideration of this important matter, 

 

 

Dawn Dirksen  

Vice President for Finance and Operations 



Mill Creek Development Company LLC ~ 595 East Colorado Blvd. Suite 518 ~ Pasadena, Calif. 91101 

June 20, 2022 

City of Pasadena Planning Commission 

175 N. Garfield Ave., 2
nd

 Floor 

Pasadena, California 91101 

Dear Chairman Olivas and Commissioners: 

I write as both a member of the community and a developer who has worked with Fuller Seminary for almost a 

decade to help address its campus planning issues. We are also land-owning neighbors of Fuller’s; two of our 

projects under development abut the southeast corner of the Fuller campus. 

Fuller’s circumstances have clearly been evolving in recent years. Enrollment patterns, visa constraints on 

foreign students, online learning opportunities and other issues have changed demands for Fuller’s physical 

campus and its impact on Pasadena. When the General Plan was being adopted several years ago, we worked 

with Fuller to help define what parcels were key to its core mission and what was superfluous and could be 

recycled to the market for new owners or other purposes.  It is not an easy task. 

In that context, we’re reasonably familiar with the office building that once housed much of Fuller’s 

administration at 250 N. Madison. It is a very good building and should be re-used by someone else 

immediately. Its usage will help the activity level and security of the neighborhood, provide economic vitality 

to the area and provide financial income to a local non-profit. We are very supportive of steps taken to amend 

the restrictive language of PD-21 such that Fuller could lease the building to commercial parties. 

Best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth McCormick 
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