
	

 
 
 
June 21, 2022 
 
 
City of Pasadena Planning Commission 
Attn: Hayman Tam 
Hale Building 
175 N. Garfield Ave., 2nd Floor 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
 
Re: Central District Specific Plan Study Session 
 
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 
  
Pasadena Heritage looks forward to the Planning Commission’s thoughts on the updated 
Central District Specific Plan. Containing five separate National Register Historic Districts, one 
Landmark District, and dozens of individual resources, the Central District is Pasadena’s most 
historic specific plan area. We are looking forward to the upcoming citywide survey that can 
help document other eligible properties and districts, especially cultural resources from 
underrepresented communities which were historically overlooked, smaller collections of 
building and individual resources that have not been evaluated in the past, and those from the 
Modern Movement which are reaching an age at which they can be adequately evaluated. 
 
Since our founding as an organization 45 years ago we have asked that zoning be responsive to 
existing building stock, with densities and heights compatible with historic neighborhoods. We 
are pleased that heights are restricted in Old Pasadena and the Civic Center to preserve their 
sense of place. Throughout the Central District, design guidelines should continue to require 
contextual and compatible design to preserve the integrity of the historic core of Pasadena and 
fostering new design that fits into existing contexts. 
 
We also maintain that the greatest densities and heights should be located away from historic 
neighborhoods and towards transit. Thus we fully support Staff’s recommendation to allow 
residential uses on North Lake Ave. This is one of Pasadena’s most important arterials, but it is 
currently a struggling commercial corridor. After office hours, it is desolate, with active street 
life, which does not encourage walkability or safety for pedestrians, including those going to and 
from the Gold Line. Adding some residential uses would help bolster and stabilize the 
neighborhood, and could allow the adaptive reuse of the existing office buildings or merely 
make them more attractive offices. This would also restore the traditional nature of North Lake 
Ave., which was a mix of residential and commercial uses, as evidenced by the modest duplex 
at 54-56 N. Lake Ave. 
 
With the proposed increase in residential capacity, we would also support the slight lowering of 
residential intensity in the Mid Lake, South Lake, and South Lake Village subareas as outlined in 
the staff report. We feel this would prevent the historic resources in these districts, such as the 
historic Bullock’s building, Green Street Village, and the Constance Hotel from being  
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overwhelmed by new development. We believe this is an important tradeoff to protect historic 
resources and target and encourage economic development to its most appropriate location. 
 
Sincerely,  

                                                                  
Susan N. Mossman     Andrew Salimian 
Executive Director     Preservation Director 


