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Dear DOT and Transportation Advisory Commission,

Thank you for planning to address pedestrian fatalities. Weekly, I drive with my baby by a memorial to a young 
woman killed in a crosswalk while jogging, and even more regularly, my baby and I are those pedestrians, often 
watching drivers fail or nearly fail to stop for us, enormously visibly with a baby stroller. I am a cautious pedestrian 
who never assumes that a driver sees me, but this is not enough to protect from red light runners. And those 
pedestrians in a hurry should be able to cross safely without worrying when their crosswalk light turns.

I urge you to reconsider speed limits and enforcement on Pasadena’s broad thoroughfares which turn into racetracks. 
If there is a way to enforce cell phone use while driving, do so. I also urge you to create true protected bike lanes in 
at least some roads of the city. I wish I could feel safe bicycling here one day. Pedestrians and bicyclists should be 
aware of course, but driver awareness and lethal consequences of their distraction and aggression are truly my least 
favorite part of living here.

Thank you,
Rachel Shipps
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Dear DOT and Transportation Advisory Commission,

I read with interest today's article in PasadenaNow about the transition to a "SafeSystem" for 
protecting pedestrians. I was particularly struck by the quote from your report espousing
a "principle of ensuring Pasadena will be a city where people can circulate without cars." I 
hope that this principle is honestly held by the DOT, because it is obviously not reflected in 
the Pasadena streets. 

I am a Caltech employee, an avid bicyclist, and a relatively new resident of Pasadena. When 
we moved here I was flabbergasted by the entitlement of drivers on municipal streets like Del 
Mar, Cordova, Los Robles, and Fair Oaks. It is truly striking how many of these drivers are 
speeding and texting on the fantastically wide streets, how little regard they give pedestrians 
and cyclists (even children), how few of the intersections (even on major streets) have 
crosswalks with traffic lights, and how poorly designed and connected the bicycle and 
pedestrian accommodations are. 

I don't think it is any mystery why there are pedestrian deaths, or what to do about them. 
Please reduce and enforce speed limits, enforce no-texting laws, dedicate lanes on major 
streets to bicycles and buses, and install traffic lights at more intersections. If you take walking 
and bicycling seriously as ways of traversing Pasadena, you must take some space and speed 
from drivers to make those options much safer and more practical. 

Best,
Avi I. Flamholz, PhD.
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