










Gary Dauberman 

To whom it may concern, 

I live at with my wife, Sara, and our two children, Oliver and Willa. Even 
though our children did not attend the school, we have always been and will always be big 
supporters of Pacific Oaks Children's School. 

Our experience with the school has always been a positive one. Always welcoming and 
solicitous of our feedback, the school has been a staple of our community for decades. We love 
seeing the smiling faces of the students as they head in for their school day whenever we amble 
through our neighborhood. 

What's more, we have never experienced any sort of inconvenience from the school's 
presence. The school administration has managed to keep noise levels to a minimum and 
parking is never an issue on our street, which we understand is a resu It of the school putting in 
effort to manage drop-off times. 

Almost as important, we know that they would make whatever effort they could to address any 
issue we might have. When we have visited the campus in the past, the staff was always quick 
to ask if there is anything they can do better, and it means a lot to know they are always 
receptive to feedback or concerns. 

As neighbors of Pacific Oaks Children's School, we ask that you please help protect the school 
and the administration from the aggressive behavior of a few thoughtless neighbors. We love 
the school and we know the majority of our neighbors do too! 





Every parents concern is that their children are happy, fulfilled and safe. I can’t imagine doing
everything to insure that these children are protected, loved and welcomed by their community
because that’s what they deserve. They are part of Pasadena’s community as they always
should be. Pacific Oaks Children’s Schools respects its community, it respects this city, and it
respects its neighbors, please renew its Conditional Use Permit, protect the children and the
school, they are part of the neighborhood. 

These children are the future of Pasadena. 

Sincerely, 
Lena Tramutola 





recommend that Pasadena Unified work with Pacific Oaks to develop a model for early
childhood education other schools here could follow, so every child in our community
could enjoy such a healthy start. Build walls? Take down play structures? Nix the art
program? No, we need just the opposite. Please prioritize healthy childhoods in our
community by renewing Pacific Oaks Children's School's Conditional Use Permit.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jaime Boust
 







To: awalker@cityofpasadena.net 
CC:  
 
Dear Alison Walker, 
 
We are writing in support of Pacific Oaks Children’s School and urging the City of Pasadena to renew its 
Conditional Use Permit.  Our three-and-a-half-year-old son has been at the school since he was seven 
months old.  Initially, as part of the Infant-Toddler Yard, we would take our son to school and stay with 
him.  The teacher would guide us as parents on how to support our child’s learning and development as 
he socialized with the other children.  He is now in the Bamboo Yard where we drop him off for 4 hours 
to learn and play more independently with his peers and teachers.  We were drawn to Pacific Oaks 
Children’s School because of its play-based approach, and its emphasis on socialization and conflict 
resolution, and beautiful outdoor surroundings of the yards. 
 
The neighbors of the school chose to live near a school when they purchased their homes.  If you live 
near a major road, there is going to be some road noise.  Similarly, if you live near a children’s school, 
there are going to be sounds of children laughing and playing, and there are going to be parents picking 
up and dropping of their children.  The school has gone above and beyond to work with the neighbors to 
address their concerns and minimize any impact that the functions of the school have on the neighbors.  
The school administration is in regular communication with the Parents Association who is in 
communication with the parents about what can be done to better accommodate the neighbors’ 
requests.  The behavior of the neighbors and their complaints, however, seem to us to have become 
unreasonable to the point of harassment.  One of the neighbors of Bamboo Yard was standing on his 
roof watching the children playing in the yard.  Our son noticed this and was disturbed about why he 
was there, what he was doing, and was reluctant to go back to school the next day. This event led the 
school to install security camera to ensure the safety of the children. 
 
As parents of an only child, the Children’s School has been invaluable to us in providing a nurturing 
environment for our son to develop social skills.  This has been especially important during the Covid 
pandemic.  We have always felt that our son was safe and well cared for by his talented and passionate 
teachers.  We hope that the City of Pasadena can see the Children’s School as an asset of the 
community, and not have its perception of that be clouded by the neighbors’ efforts to bully them out of 
the neighborhood. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Peter and Anne Milano 













Flora Hewlett Birdzell 
 
 

 
Alison Walker, Planner 
City of Pasadena 
awalker@cityofpasadena.net 
 

June 14, 2022 
 

Dear Ms. Walker: 
 
I am writing in support of Pacific Oaks Children’s School (POCS) and the renewal of 
their Conditional Use Permit (CUP) with the City of Pasadena.  
 
I am a parent of three children, all of whom attended POCS, and most recently I 
served as the Co-Chair of the Pacific Oaks Parent Association in 2021-22. Our family 
has been a part of the school community since 2016 and our youngest children, twin 
five-year-old boys, are now preparing to move on to kindergarten this fall. 
 
Over the course of the six years we have been at POCS, I have been puzzled by the 
complaints of the neighbors. While I have never been approached in person by a 
neighbor, the administration has been clear with the Parent Association that we 
must be mindful to plan activities in consideration of noise, lighting, or other 
potential disturbances. We have worked hard to support the administration in their 
efforts to address issues with the neighbors and I am personally disappointed to 
hear that there is so much opposition to the CUP renewal. 
 
This is a community of respectful, peaceful, and joyful families, teachers, and staff 
who are carrying on anti-bias educational traditions that have been in practice for 
over 75 years.  
 
I hope that Pacific Oaks Children’s School will be able to exist in its uniquely 
beautiful campus for 75 more years to come. It is for that reason that I request your 
thoughtful consideration and approval of the renewal of Pacific Oaks Children’s 
School’s Conditional Use Permit with the City of Pasadena. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Flora Hewlett Birdzell 
Alumni Parent, POCS 
 







 

           6/14/2022 

 

 

Dear Ms. Walker 

 

As a parent during these times all I can hope for is a safe nurturing environment for my children.  

Pacific Oaks not only has given this to my children, but 40 years earlier gave me the same experience.  I 

am a lifelong member of Pasadena both born and raised.   

There is something special about the area where Pacific Oaks is located, with the wonderful trees, 

shade, and the calming environment the location offers.  My children absolutely adore the school and it 

has meant everything to us to be able to give them the experience they are having and living at Pacific 

Oaks. 

I can go on and on about the school but want to share that the staff is absolutely lovely, committed, 

responsible to the children and the community, and a treasure for all of our children.  We love 

everything about the school and maybe one day my grandchildren might be lucky enough to attend PO. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Andrew Schwartz 

 







Caitlin Lainoff







privacy and I would hope illegal. I’ve been in the school yard during school hours and it’s not
a very noisy place. It’s a perfectly normal amount of sound for children having fun. 

I hope when you are making your determination for the renewal of the school’s
license/permits or whatever they need, you will consider the facts that this place is only a
source of positivity for the neighborhood and the world at large. They are getting young
children ready to be good stewards of the planet; accepting of other cultures and people; and
learning how to be dynamic individuals that will make a positive impact everywhere they go.
This school needs to remain open for many more years to teach and lead as many children as
possible on a good path. The only thing I am uncomfortable about regarding the school are the
disgruntled neighbors who seem to be willing to go to great lengths to try and get the school to
shut its doors.

Thank you for your time and understanding. 

michael richey white

Graphic Artist/Art Director/Scenic Artist - ADG Local 800





Thank you for your time.

Respectfully,

Kimberly A. Richey

-- 
Kim Richey, mother of Zion, age 4(and 3/4!)



June 14, 2022 
Letter of Support for Pacific Oaks Children’s School 
Attn:  Alison Walker, Planner 
Fr:     Joan & Robert Cathcart, Pacific Oaks neighbors 
 
   We have been so dismayed to hear of neighbors’ complaints regarding Pacific Oaks Children’s 
School.  We feel the opposite – proud to live on the same street as this wonderful school.  We 
have been La Loma Rd neighbors of the school for 37 years, and have enjoyed  being the 
school’s neighbor.  We live 1 house away from the school.  We mildly hear the children’s 
laughter, their cries at a fall, and the happy sounds of children singing. We walk every day past 
the school yard on the La Loma Rd. side, and the school is tidy, well kept, and the children well 
watched.  



June 14, 2022 

Alison Walker, Planner 
Via Email: awalker@cityofpasadena.net 
 
RE: Letter in Support of Pacific Oaks Children’s School  

Dear Ms. Walker,  

The Complaining Persons demand that the City of Pasadena strip the Pacific Oaks Children’s School—an 
institution that has served local children and families for more than 70 years—of its Conditional Use 
Permit.  Why?  Because the Complainers need the City to "protect the neighbors and neighborhood" 
from a Children’s School and the toddlers and preschoolers who attend it.  The City should see this for 
what it is.  Nonsense.   

Whom, specifically, do the Complainers need protection from?  Apparently it’s our two young boys, ages 
3 and 4.   

Our family proudly supports the Children’s School.   We have benefited tremendously from the anti-bias 
education and strong values the hardworking teachers have instilled.  Revoking the Children School’s 
permit would be a disservice not only to the families and staff who have dedicated themselves to what 
the institution is today, but to the broader Pasadena community that has benefited from the 
generations of more engaged and compassionate students who have been through the program.   

The Children’s School continues to be in compliance with all City codes and regulations related to noise, 
population size, and setback requirements.  That alone makes clear that the Complainers’ grievances are 
baseless.  Even worse, the Complainers’ relentless gripes—chiefly about noise (from children laughing) 
and lighting (from a school that closes before 5pm)—are so frivolous they amount to nothing more than 
harassment.   

The Children’s School’s Permit should remain in place.  The Complainers advance no reason to the 
contrary.   If anything, the Complainers have demonstrated that they have an abundance of time and 
passion.  That’s commendable, even if it is currently misdirected at the Children’s School.  Given current 
events, we respectfully suggest the Complainers pursue a worthwhile cause that could benefit from 
their free time and advocacy, of which there are many that would actually help the community, instead 
of harming it.   

In short, there is only one nuisance before this Committee.  It is not the Children’s School.  

Based on the information you have and the Children’s School’s continued compliance with the codes 
and regulations, we trust that you will allow the school to continue to support our children and the 
community, as it has for so many decades.  Thank you for your dedication to the community and careful 
consideration of this issue.  

Sincerely, 

Joe & Stephanie Woodring   



 
 
 
 
 
June 14, 2022 
 
 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
It is my pleasure to write this letter of support for the Pacific Oaks Children’s School.   
As a parent of a child who was deprived of an essential, in-person experience with his 
peers for over a year due to the pandemic, I can’t stress how grateful I am that such a 
place exists in one of the many scenic and safe neighborhoods of Pasadena.   
 
Having sent my child to two previous schools before Pacific Oaks, I’ve never felt more 
comfortable leaving my child in the school’s care and it is my hope that future 
generations of children will experience this serene, magical place. 
 
It has been a joy to watch my little one blossom in beautiful ways; bonding with the 
exceptional teachers and staff and creating special friendships and community with their 
peers.  In addition, my husband and I have both found a special sense of community at 
PO with both the staff and other parents.  Coming out of an isolating time during the 
pandemic, it was a RELIEF to find such an established, well-run facility for our child to 
attend.   
 
The Pacific Oaks Children’s School is a cherished asset to the community, one we have 
come to count on for our child’s growth and development during these formative years.   
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
 
 
Angela Demo 
Pacific Oaks Children’s School Parent 

 
 
 







June 14, 2022 
 
Dear Committee Member, 
 
We recently heard about the Conditional Use Permit renewal review in-progress for Pacific 
Oaks Children’s School (POCS) and felt compelled to share some personal thoughts. As parents 
of two now elementary school aged kids who went to POCS from age 2-6, we have strong 
feelings about the value of that time for their development. 
 
Play is the basis for their social, motor, and critical thinking skills. They learned literacy through 
first gripping a paint brush, then using pens to write their name on a drawing or creation they 
made. They learned to self-advocate and set healthy boundaries through mediated interactions 
on climbing structures and in classrooms with other kids and teachers. They learned reasoning 
and exploratory science through the outdoor garden, using cardboard boxes to create trains, 
leaves as tickets, and pillows as seats. They found their voice through singing to close out every 
class.  They found a relationship with nature by being gloriously allowed to be in it. 
 
While many preschools offer the same fundamentals, Pacific Oaks is one of the only play-based 
schools in the Pasadena area. Their approach is evidence-based and validated by Early 
Childhood Development experts.  Every morning, the class yards and interior rooms are set up 
intentionally to provide stimulus for children’s growth and discovery. It’s our understanding 
that there are objections to the noise levels when kids are playing outside. The suggested 
solution being to remove the play structures and restrict kids to indoor activities and using only 
a fraction of the campus grounds. Those restrictions reduce POCS to a commodity preschool. It 
strips their ability to effectively teach according to the pedagogy of scaffolding, emergent 
learning, and play-based skills development. The school grounds give kids a chance to 
experience play on a scale not found in water tables or sand boxes. Every child who is lucky 
enough to have spent time on that campus has a memory and connection to the outdoor 
spaces as much as to their teacher or friends. The physical space is a critical component of the 
school’s operations. 
 
In our work, we participate in a lot of community forums, including collaborative work groups 
that support early childhood development and children and family services. The City of 
Pasadena and the education community made up of NGOs, parent bodies, family services, and 
public health workers are champions for supportive environments that foster resilient, mindful, 
and anti-bias mindsets in the 0-5 age group. Pasadena’s declaration of itself as an “Early 
Learning City by 2025” and the establishment of the Office of the Young Child as well as 
collaborative workgroups such as Collaborate Pasadena, All Children Thrive, Partnership for 
Children, Youth, & Families, and Growing Together PASadena — these are all reminders that by 
making the developmental needs of our youngest residents a priority, we are helping improve 
their outcomes later in life. There is no shortage of preschools in the area, but POCS is 
unparalleled. It’s been a model for best practices around the world and an inspiration for local 
preschools to implement parts of their curriculum — in particular the outdoor education 
environment and the play-based curriculum.  



 
We have to support nontraditional schools like Pacific Oaks Children’s School as unique 
offerings that can teach us something too. If as a community, we believe we have an 
accountability to the next generation, we need to put their needs ahead of our own possible 
inconvenience. POCS is operating within their license and has navigated 75 years of 
everchanging cultural, social, and economic conditions. It is hard to hear that its ability to serve 
the next generation of children may be limited due to nuisance complaints. I truly cannot 
express the loss the families and their kids would feel if POCS had to lose part of its magic to 
accommodate a few individuals’ objections. 
 
We are supporters of Pacific Oaks Children’s School retaining its right to operate as it has been 
for ¾ of a century. Please consider us as an alternative voice and opinion as you evaluate their 
permit. 
 
Best, 
Kaya Plansker & Jeffery Plansker 
 

 

 

 
 





Alexandra Huttinger 

 

 

June 13, 2022 

Subject: Letter of support for Pacific Oaks Children's School 
Attention: Alison Walker, City of Pasadena, Planning and Community Development Department  

Dear Alison Walker, 

Pacific Oaks Children’s School is a community asset. As a resident I value the many benefits it adds to our 

community. On weekdays, I walk with my son to school. We are privileged to cross the Van De Kamp Bridge, use 

crosswalks that we feel safe on, and follow a green and shaded path to Pacific Oaks Children’s School. We 

appreciate these city assets and the excellent early learning environment that my child experiences at the 

school. These are some of the reasons we love living here. 

The staff of the school are conscientious and kind in every way.  As a neighborhood resident, and a parent of a 

child at the school, I am dismayed to hear of the actions of some of my fellow neighbors who have not been 

reasonable in their interactions with the school.  I have come to understand that despite the school’s actions to 

remedy noise complaints, parking complaints, and a litany of other complaints, some neighbors persist in finding 

fault and blaming the school, staff and families for grievances.  These neighbors do not appear to be willing to 

compromise and have done things that are rude and threatening. The staff of the school has been gracious in 

their interactions and the measures they have taken to appease neighbors.  I support the actions that the school 

has taken, and I condone the behavior of the neighbors.   

I have been shocked and dismayed to hear about the ways that some neighbors have accosted school staff and 

families.  It should not go unnoted that there are elements of gender, race and potentially sexual orientation 

discrimination in the interactions and complaints.  I am ashamed of my fellow neighbors for that behavior, and 

as a white mother of a mixed-race child I am particularly attentive to the lasting impression it makes on children 

to see or hear of race- and gender-based discrimination, or to express intolerance about sexual orientation.  The 

school makes every effort to be an inclusive space, I wish the neighbors would follow suit.  

The school’s efforts to create sound barriers using renewable, sustainable, and green infrastructure is 

commendable. It would contradict the City’s urban greening commitments that are made throughout the 

General Plan, in the Climate Action Plan and Urban Forest Management to build a cinder block wall in place of 

the wooden fence and numerous native trees that have been planted on the campus.  All over the school’s 

campus, native trees, including many mature oak trees, shade the spaces where children read, play and engage 

in early learning.  

As an Early Learning City, Pasadena passed a resolution to support a movement committed to engaging the 

community in a meaningful way to support a generation of children prepared to resolve issues, assume 

leadership and solve challenges. Pacific Oaks Children’s School is a shining example of how these types of 

commitments benefit children and build community.  We have an inclusive and cohesive community of families 

that the school has nurtured, and I value that intentionality very much. It would be a substantial loss to our 

community for the personal preferences of a few petulant neighbors to change the Pacific Oaks early education 

environment. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Alexandra Huttinger 







              

                

              

         

 

 
 









be discontinued. This despite the fact that all of these neighbors willingly chose to move into
homes situated next door to the Children’s School, as the school predates all of their tenures in
the neighborhood by decades. Rather than “protect the neighbors and neighborhood” from the
school as one neighbor has argued, it is the Children’s School that needs to be protected from
the unnecessary ill-will and continued harassment of these neighbors.

We urge you to renew Pacific Oaks Children’s School’s Conditional Use Permit application
ensuring that it will continue to serve our community’s youngest residents, enabling them to
become the type of citizens that make Pasadena such a special place to live and raise a family.

Sincerely,

Eric & Araceli Mellem
District 2
Pasadena Residents



Dear Ms. Walker,  

Thank you for taking the time to review our letter of support for Pacific Oaks Children’s School. We live in the 

Arroyo Seco neighborhood, about three quarters of a mile down Arroyo from the Children’s School. Our three-year-

old daughter is currently enrolled at the school in their full day program.  

Livable Diverse Neighborhoods 

We live in this community and support our family with two full time salaries in addition to much help from 

local grandparents. From our perspective, it is critical to fight for livable communities in Pasadena. Home 

values in the area over the past 30 years have gone up 8 to 9 times, rapidly lapping inflation and rise in 

wages in the area. Rapid shifts like this in communities begin affect local resources. Pasadena Planning 

Department defines itself as a “champion of livable communities.” The city must support a broad diversity 

of families at different stages of life and welfare. Children deserve to go to school where air is clean, there 

is access to nature, and within reasonable distance of their homes.  

Early Childhood Education and Care 

The community has an urgent shortage in early childhood care resources. All local programs have 

extremely long waitlists, achieving enrollment is nearly impossible. Providing local childcare that doesn’t 

require long drives is part of creating a sustainable community. This does not even begin to address the 

long-term impact of early childhood education programs on the child. Over the past years there have been 

vast closures due to lack of financial viability of providing licensed early childhood care and education. It 

is critical as a community that we support the financial viability and health of early childhood institutions. 

(Sudath, Claire, “How Childcare Became the Most Broken Business in America,” Bloomberg)  

Pacific Oaks Leadership 

We have been part of the Pacific Oaks Community for over two years. We have seen the school’s 

leadership address COVID regulations, and the continual closing and re-opening of classes and the campus. 

Dr. Judy Krause has diligently led the school through these trying times, many times being the bearer of 

unwanted news to parents and staff. She has always carefully aligned her decisions with state licensure 

requirements and Pasadena Health Department recommendations, despite pressure from families and other 

external stakeholders. Under steadfast leadership like that of Dr. Krause and her staff, the school has 

created a haven for children during this time.  

The school strives to provide a safe and enriching environment to its students, a privilege we only wish could be 

available to a broader number of young children in Pasadena.  The Pacific Oaks Children’s School has occupied this 

site longer than any local homeowner. Homeowners seeking changes to the Conditional Use Permit moved to their 

residences with full understanding that they were living close to Pacific Oaks Children’s School.  

We thank you for your consideration and urge the Planning Department to renew the School’s Conditional Use 

Permit under the terms which would not impact current operations, play structures, and/or financial viability. The 

school is a significant asset to the community and we hope it continues as such long into the future.  

Thank you, 

 

 

 

Tanya Paz & Aaron Goldstein 

 

  



To whom it may concern –  
 
My 4 year-old daughter has had the very fortunate opportunity to spend 2 years at Pacific Oaks. 
It is truly a one-of-a kind place for children to spend their days, and one that is deeply committed 
to applying the learnings of child development, particularly with its unique partnership with the 
college. Pacific Oaks’ deeply-rooted, studied and tested approach recognizes that children’s 
curiosity and imagination thrive most when exploration and play are self-directed, and the 
teachers provide materials or an environment to support whatever it is they're trying to create. 
The school creates safe spaces for introspection, vulnerability, questioning, and lasting learning 
and demands respect for the differences children notice (or learn about) with others. Pacific 
Oaks’ legacy incorporating all these values has fostered an incredibly rich, healthy, creative and 
happy place for children in the most nascent and impressionable years of their life. My daughter 
has undoubtedly emerged as a more conscientious, inclusive, curious, collaborative and 
confident individual through the teachings and socialization she has been exposed to there. And 
I do believe that Pacific Oaks’ is a gem, in a class by itself with its history, setting, philosophy 
and dedication to its mission.  
 
Pacific Oaks is also endlessly committed, year after year, to the community on many fronts. In 
my experience in being a part of the Parent Association of Pacific Oaks, I have personally been 
involved in several initiatives to raise money for countless causes, underserved families, 
scholarships, and drives, to name a few. It is so much more than a children’s school, but an 
entity that recognizes the paramount importance of collective well-being and its calling to give 
back to the community some of what the community has given it over the past 75 years.   
 
I understand the school has been receiving escalated complaints from its neighbors during a 
critical time when it needs to renew certain municipal permits. I am writing this letter as my 
showing of support for the school and its purpose that has so fundamentally changed so many 
of its families lives for decades with its early childhood programs.  
 
I understand that neighbors believe the school is a nuisance. I first question why a neighbor 
would knowingly move into the area if they do not have the tolerance for the noises children 
make playing. Certainly, I would imagine the existence of this long-standing school was not a 
surprise when they made the decision to settle near it. I’ll also note that the school is and has 
been operating at lower capacity since the beginning of the Pandemic, alleviating student to 
teacher ratios, noise and traffic patterns. The school goes to extreme lengths to operate in 
compliance with the applicable laws, regulations, codes and licenses governing it that would 
dictate such things as attendance numbers, safety, lighting, trash and traffic. The school has 
also attempted to work collaboratively, civilly and productively with neighbors to listen to their 
demands as they arise and has attempted to problem solve where feasible. But specific 
demands to combat noise and par back playground structures would be detrimental to any 
child’s school experience and should not be accommodated at the risk of profoundly affecting 
the very thing that makes Pacific Oaks such a magical place – its outdoors – and where children 
forage so many precious childhood memories.       
 

 
 
Kristen Juhan 
Current Pacific Oaks Children’s School Parent 
   



TO: 
Alison Walker 
Planner 
City of Pasadena 
awalker@cityofpasadena.net 

FROM: 
Senthil Durairaj 
Parent & COO, Serra Medical Group 

RE: Letter of Support for Pacific Oaks Children's School 

Dear. Ms. Walker: 

My name is Senthil Durairaj. I am a parent of two children at Pacific Oaks Children's School. I am also a 
former resident of South Pasadena. I am writing you in support of Pacific Oaks Children's School. The 
school is a wonderful example of an ideal setting for learning and exploration for young children. It has 
been one of my greatest pleasures to send both of my children to the Children's School. 

The leadership of the school is extremely considerate and make every effort to accommodate the 
neighbors. I find some of the neighbor complaints to be unfounded and frankly false. Specific 
complaints I would like to address are (i) number of children per staff (ii) playground structures and (iii) 
lighting in the parking lot. One the reasons we send our children to the Children's School is low 
teacher-to-child ratios. We have researched a number of Children's Schools and Pacific Oaks Children's 
School teacher-to-child ratio is one of the lowest in the area. Secondly, the wonderful playground 
structures the Children's School has around its campus are what make the school so unique. Asking 
the school to remove these structures would be detrimental for the children. Finally, the lighting in the 
parking lot is minimal and does not light up the neighborhood. 

It surprises me that neighbors who moved into the neighborhood knowing the school already existed 
have these complaints. The governance of Pacific Oaks Chi ldren's School and consideration it has for 
the neighborhood has not become worse overtime, but rather better. 

Pacific Oaks Children's School is an institution in Pasadena that should be cherished and is by ninety
nine percent of the residents. Unfortunately, there will always be an unrealistic few. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Best Regards, 

~~ 
Senthil Durairaj 







 

  





Dinesh & Valerie Joshi





education. And it does so not just for our Pasadena students but it amplifies that reach with all
of its new teachers every year. 

I hope this information gives you additional thoughts and centers the committee's review on
the larger picture and not the rather vocal minority objecting to the school. I am available to
provide more context on the program as a consumer and in my professional capacity should
you require it. 

Alexis Casillas 

On Jun 15, 2022, at 3:28 PM, Segall, Jordan wrote:

Dear Ms. Walker:
 
My name is Jordan Segall. My wife Alexis Casillas (copied here) and I went to high
school in Pasadena and have lived here for the last decade. Our four-year-old son Silas
is a current Pacific Oaks student, and is just completing a wonderful first year in the
“Peppers” yard. I am writing in support of the renewal of Pacific Oaks’ Conditional Use
Permit, which I understand is likely to come up for a hearing before the Planning
Commission in the next several weeks.
 
We are writing to strongly support the renewal of Pacific Oaks’ CUP. The Pacific Oaks
preschool has been a venerable Pasadena institution for almost eight decades. Its
parent institution, Pacific Oaks College, is one of the institutions that gives Pasadena its
well-deserved reputation as a center for important scientific, educational, and cultural
institutions. Walk past the school on any given afternoon and the scene is idyllic: the
shady campus is lovely and well-integrated into the surrounding community, traffic and
noise are well-managed, and the school is full of excellent teachers implementing the
school’s exploration- and play-based curriculum.
 
We were therefore extremely surprised to learn that certain neighbors—none of whom
have been in Pasadena as long as Pacific Oaks and all of whom moved to the
neighborhood knowing the school was there—have lodged complaints with the city,
apparently in anticipation of opposing the CUP renewal. Some of these complaints,
such as the claim that student-teacher ratios at the school are unsafe, are obviously
pretextual. Many of the complaints seem to boil down to a preference by some
neighbors not to be exposed to any noise made by playing children, even though the
school has perfectly normal hours of 8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 
We do not believe any of these complaints are a basis on which to deny or significantly
amend Pacific Oaks’ CUP. Again, a visit to the school speaks for itself: the contention
that the school poses a nuisance to its neighbors incommensurate with a typical
preschool simply isn’t borne out by the facts. Pasadena neighborhoods are not tombs;



sometimes, those who elect to live near amenities like schools or parks may at times
hear noise from children playing. But that is the nature of living in a community.
 
I believe NIMBYism has already suppressed housing production in Pasadena and
created a grave affordability crisis, as you are no doubt aware as a city planner. We are
concerned that the same tactics are being turned against important civic institutions
like Pacific Oaks. Obviously, neighbors have the right to raise concerns about noise and
lighting. But we would ask the Planning Commission to balance those concerns against
Pacific Oaks’ long tenure in the city the extraordinary benefits the school provides to
Pasadena children, particularly at a time when the number of families with children in
Pasadena continues to decline.
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration. If we can provide any additional
information, we’d be happy to do so.
 
Best,
 
Jordan Segall & Alexis Casillas
 

***NOTICE***
This message is confidential and may contain information that is privileged, attorney work product
or otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  It is not intended for transmission to, or
receipt by, any unauthorized person.  If you have received this message in error, do not read it. 
Please delete it without copying it, and notify the sender by separate e-mail so that our address
record can be corrected.  Thank you.





To Whom It May Concern:


We are writing this letter in support of Pacific Oaks Children’s School in Pasadena, California. 
Our daughter, Eleanor, has attended Pacific Oaks for the past three years, and during that time 
we have found in the teachers, staff, and families who attend, a caring, dedicated and 
respectful community who have championed a seminal educational experience. 


Eleanor absolutely loves attending Pacific Oaks. During her time at the school, she has 
developed a passion for learning, friendships with the other children, and bonds with the 
teachers and staff. It’s a safe environment for her to be herself and encouraged to be herself. 


Through the guidance of her teachers, Eleanor has become a confident communicator and 
able to peacefully resolve potential conflicts, which I have witnessed time and time again at 
playgrounds. 


The staff and teachers have been a pleasure to know and partner with while raising our child. 
They have been exemplary in handling difficult situations with grace, patience, and 
professionalism. Their main focus has always been on what’s best for the children. Their 
actions speak volumes for their integrity, character, and what Pacific Oaks Children’s School 
represents. 


Eleanor’s unbridled excitement for going to school, the beauty of the environment, and the 
sense of community has engendered what we hope will be a lifelong love of education and 
learning. 


Pacific Oaks Children’s School is a gem of Pasadena, one of the highest-regarded pre-schools 
in the Los Angeles area, and pillar of the community for over the past 75 years, and a pipeline 
to highly regarded schools in Pasadena such as The Chandler School, Polytechnic School, and 
the many private and public schools in the area. 


Thank you for your time and for giving us an opportunity to speak about Pacific Oaks 
Children’s School, a school we love and for which we are grateful.


Sincerely,


Edward and Catherine Ornelas

(Eleanor at Pacific Oaks Children’s School 2019-2022)



Colin Nash 

  

 

 

Re: Pacific Oaks Children’s School 

Jun 16th, 2022 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am a parent of a four-year-old who currently attends Pacific Oaks Children’s school 

who will also be attending again next year. It is my understanding that a neighborhood 

coalition has taken up numerous issues with the school. I just want to share a brief note in 

support of the school.  

Our family moved to Pasadena in 2020 during the pandemic. We were thrilled to live so 

close to a school that numerous parents inside and outside of Pasadena hailed as one of 

the best pre-school’s in all of the Los Angeles area. Additionally, the history of the 

school is a part of our family’s heritage in Pasadena as my wife’s Mother attended the 

school back in the early 1950’s. The grounds of the school feel like a truly a magical 

environment sitting under the beautiful arching oak trees, and providing an amazing 

variety of play spaces for the children. The administration has been welcoming yet 

stringent in regards to Covid protocols, the safety of the children, and the respect for the 

neighborhood. We feel lucky to be a part of the community.  

I personally find it beyond comprehension, that the neighbors that moved next to a pre-

school are complaining about the noise. The sound of children playing and laughing is a 

true gift in this world, and simply putting up masonry walls around the school, feels like 

an overreaching attempt at something that have minimal impact. If masonry walls were to 

go up around the campus, the school would lose so much of it’s enticing environment, 

turning it instead into cement-wall-lined city structure. Pasadena is known for its 

restoration of historic and aesthetically appealing structures, and I hope it will do the 

same for Pacific Oaks campus.  



 

I know the administration wants to show respect to the neighborhood, and actually is very 

strict about moving people in and out quickly, efficiently, and quietly. We all want to the 

neighbors to be happy. I can not speak to all the issues the neighborhood has taken up 

against the school, but I hope there is common ground to keep everyone happy. I do 

know that we should be doing everything we can to support a safe, loving and beautiful 

home for pre-school children who come from far and wide to our city of Pasadena. Their 

family’s fond memories of Pasadena will continue to have so much meaningful positive 

impact for our community now and in the future. I hope that the city will continue 

support the school’s endeavors in anyway possible.   

Thank you, 

Colin Nash 



Pacific Oaks Children’s School
June 2022

Dear Ms. Walker,

I am writing this letter on behalf of Pacific Oaks Children’s School (POCS), a special place that
has been an important part of my life since the early 1980’s.

As a young child, I attended Pacific Oaks, then later became a teacher at Pacific Oaks College
and Children’s School, a student at the College, then a parent when my own daughter attended
POCS. Having spent literally my whole life under the Pacific Oaks philosophy of diversity,
inclusion, non-violence, and community, I can honestly say that living by these values creates
informed, progressive, kind, and understanding human beings.

In the wake of one of the most tragic school shootings of our history, my message to you is
clear: The world needs more places of peace and inclusion like Pacific Oaks Children’s School.
Here, we are raising kind, thoughtful, creative, empathetic, and respectful young people. We are
educating these children on how to build positive relationships with others, how to navigate
peaceful conflict resolution, all through the Pacific Oaks-founded anti-bias curriculum lens. We
are raising the future of human beings that we want in our society, schools, places of
business…these are the friendly neighbors we want in our communities.

With utmost sincerity,

Quinn Hunter McGonagle, M.S.



Dear Alison, 
 
We are submitting this note in support of the Pacific Oaks Children’s School. As a 6-year P.O. 
family, I could easily fill several pages with praise toward this wonderful school. The positive 
impact our years at this place have had on our family is immeasurable. The growth that our 
children, and we as parents have experienced in our time at P.O. is something that we will 
cherish for the rest of our lives. 
 
Pacific Oaks Children’s school has been a Pasadena institution for nearly 8 decades, and I 
believe I speak for many in the community as I call on the City of Pasadena to stand up for this 
institution, and protect it from the bad faithed, and frankly, delusional crusade a tiny number of 
pathologically disgruntled neighbors have chosen to pursue. I have walked the school grounds 5 
days a week for the better part of the last 6 years, and I have seen absolutely ZERO evidence to 
back up any of the fantastical complaints these neighbors have submitted. These issues seem to 
be conjured out of thin air. I cannot begin to guess what the motive of these people could 
be…as their points of contention appear to be totally divorced from reality. Maybe their next 
complaint will be that dinosaurs are coming out of the arroyo. It would be entertaining… if it 
weren’t so sad and pathetic. 
 
Furthermore, in a startling example of hypocrisy, it has come to our attention that one of these 
neighbors even had a child that attended Pacific Oaks. I can’t imagine the nerve of someone 
who would allow their own family to indulge in all the positive things the school has to offer, 
only to turn around and directly threaten the ability of the current P.O. families to do the same. 
This is nothing short of “Nimby-ism” at its most shameful. This speaks directly to the credibility 
at the heart of these complaints. Yet, it gets worse. 
 
It has also come to our attention that one of these disgruntled families placed a sound 
detection/recording device on the property line of the school grounds. We find this infuriating, 
and if this or any other legally questionable behavior by these neighbors occurs in the future in 
proximity to our children, we will be exploring our own legal options.  
 
Paradoxically, in light of all this…one of the neighbors has pleaded with the city to “protect the 
neighbors and neighborhood” from Pacific Oaks…but clearly, it’s Pacific Oaks that needs the 
protection from these neighbors. Therefore, I call on the city of Pasadena to use its power to 
put a stop to this madness immediately…and squash this issue for good. 
  
 
In closing, I will point out that the existence of Pacific Oaks predates the arrival of these 
neighbors by many years. They knew it was here when they moved in. So, if they don’t like the 
idea of living next to a preschool, I have one word of advice for them. Move. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Anderson Family 
 





I am proud that Pacific Oaks is a Pasadena institution that is beloved by so many, including
us.  Having been in your shoes, I know that this is a long, fact-intensive process, and I applaud
your diligent work.  

I without hesitation believe the simple, right answer is to approve the CUP.  The facts and the
law demand it.

Sincerely,
John Harabedian, father of Joshua Harabedian (student at Pacific Oaks).  





To whom it may concern:


I am writing in support of our beloved institution Pacific Oaks Children’s School 
whom I have had the pleasure of having my child in attendance for the past 3 
years. A staple in the Pasadena independent school network/community. For 77 
years, Pacific Oaks has prepared preschoolers in their formative years with the 
values of inclusivity, respect and equity. There is no doubt that these same 
graduates have gone on to become upright citizens in our community and in our 
world. 


My child is a proud recent graduate of Pacific Oaks Children’s School, and I 
have second child about to enter. What I think sets this school apart from others 
is its ability to retain the childlike wonder and imagination better through a 
child’s time at the school. The setting makes children feel at home. And parents 
feel at ease dropping off their children in the same setting they themselves may 
have gone to preschool, as my kids have friends whose parents attended Pacific 
Oaks preschool in their early years. I also feel at ease that my child is well taken 
care of, the highest ratio of teachers to children I have experienced in my years 
there has been 1:6 and at times the ratio is lower as more teachers will step in 
for specialty teaching. 


It’s no secret that it has been voted the best preschool in Pasadena by the 
“Pasadena Weekly” for the last years. I feel this is due to parents who are proud 
and honored to send their children here, faculty who believe in it, and any 
person who has been touched by this beloved institution. They happily take the 
time out of their day to cast their vote, making PO a winner in the city year after 
year.


We hope you consider our letter in support for Pacific Oaks Children’s School. 
And we hope the Children’s School will remain in place and intact for many more 
decades to come. 


Kind Regards,

Daisy Flores
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To my understanding much of the issues involve noise, enrollment numbers, lighting and decks/playground 
structures.   

 Noise is something that is inherent with young children--since its inception, POCS has allowed children 
to play both indoors and outdoors.  Recent studies show that outdoor play is fundamental in developing 
healthy, thriving children. 

 Enrollment - Just as increased housing density is required to accommodate growing populations, schools 
will likely have to enroll more children.  Especially given the country's recent push for early childhood 
development programs, allowing POCS to maintain its enrollment of 115 is critical to serving our 
region's vast amounts of children. 

 Lighting - Safety and security is imperative for our children.  With the Arroyo and increased crime in 
the Los Angeles region, I would assume outdoor lighting would be welcomed by the City. 

 Decks/playground structures - A crucial part of a child's early development is exposure to gross motor 
activities and the ability to engage in imaginative play. These structures afford our children the ability to 
physically play and expand their rapidly growing minds and bodies. 

We strongly encourage the City of Pasadena to look favorably on Pacific Oaks Children School during this 
discussion with its neighbors, it is in the best interest for the City and our community's children. 
 
Best, 
Sarah and Patrick Lanni 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent from my iPhone 
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PS On a personal note, we care so much about the school and its campus that we wrote this letter with a 
brand new baby at home. 
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Best, 
 
Jordan Segall & Alexis Casillas  
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From:
To: Walker, Alison
Cc:
Subject: Pacific Oaks Children’s School
Date: Friday, June 17, 2022 11:09:35 AM

[You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?
id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>.
------------------------

Dear Alison,

I wanted to send you a letter of support for our beloved Pacific Oaks Children’s School. I apologize for the brevity
and informality - I currently have a baby sleeping on me.

My older daughter, Olivia, is currently at PO and I plan on sending Mia, my youngest, and hopefully any future
children we have to this special place.

Pacific Oaks is unique in its care and dedication to humanistic principles and commitment to the proving the best
there is in early childhood education in a beautiful, welcoming and loving setting. This is why I was surprised to
hear neighbors of ours were upset with the school. This is a school that would, and does, go out of its way to be a
great neighbor. The families here treasure the school and neighborhood and are here to help in any way we can.

This is our family’s plea to please help keep PO going - this school is growing some awesome humans and the
world needs it and them.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Colletta, DDS





neighbors, now is the time to offer letters of support.
 
If you are willing to write a letter of support for the Children’s School,
it would be appreciated. In a recent email, a neighbor pleaded with
the City to “protect the neighbors and neighborhood” from Pacific
Oaks. Please know that the Children’s School has tried to work
collaboratively to address issues with our neighbors as they arise;
however, we are not always able to meet specific demands. The
School continues to be in compliance with all City codes and
regulations related to noise, population size, and setback
requirements.
 
The top grievances are:

Noise (neighbors claim children are too loud, requesting we
build a block wall around the perimeter of the property)
Art Studio (neighbors do not want us to use this area of the
school, too loud)
Number of Children (neighbors claim we have too many
children and not enough teachers to supervise them, question
safety)
Trash (neighbor claims families and staff intentionally use his
yard as a “dumping” ground)
Lighting (neighbors claim lights on La Loma Road are “so bright
they light up the neighborhood,” parking lot lights are too
bright)
Decks and Playground Structures (neighbors want us to
remove decks and playground structures in the Infant/Toddler
Yard, Adventure Yard, Bamboo Yard, and Boat Yard)

 
Currently, we have 115 children; we are licensed for 140. If you plan
to submit a letter of support, kindly submit it by Wednesday, June
15, 2022, to Alison Walker, Planner, at
awalker@cityofpasadena.net and copy me. Additionally, if you are
interested in supporting the Children’s School at the hearing,
supporters (as well as those with grievances) will be given three
minutes to speak (off camera) via Zoom, date to be determined.
 
Any support you can provide is greatly appreciated.
 
Warm regards,
 



Phi-Phi
 
Phi-Phi Chang Anderton
Manager of Admissions, Enrollment, and Operations
Pacific Oaks Children's School
Pronouns: she~her~hers
StrengthsFinder 2.0:
Connectedness~Positivity~Learner~Responsibility~Achiever
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From:
To: Walker, Alison
Cc:
Subject: In Support of Pacific Oak’s Children’s School - Conditional Use Permit Renewal
Date: Saturday, June 18, 2022 8:32:21 PM

[You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?
id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>.
------------------------

Hi Ms Walker,
Thank you for gathering the voices of our community regarding the renewal of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
for Pacific Oaks Children’s School.

My son, Nathan Leo Luhur, is an alumni of Pacific Oaks Children’s school (2012-2014). He has fond memories of
his experience there and we always have credited the teachers and staff for being the reason why he enjoys learning
and going to school.
Earlier this month, he was promoted from 5th Grade and received his Biliteracy Award and Presidential Award for
Academic Excellence from Field Elementary.

Through many positive interactions during his time at Pacific Oaks Children’s School, his teachers and the staff had
a profound and long lasting impact on him, as they have modeled and taught him how to respectfully and peacefully
resolve conflict, self advocate and inspired his curiosity and nurtured his love for learning. The teachers and staff
genuinely cared about the holistic development of all our children, and we hope that they can continue to serve our
community with their strengths in educating future generations of students.

I believe if Pacific Oaks Children’s School’s CUP is approved, a respectful and peaceful solution for consensus will
be made with the school and their neighbors, just like it had been for the generations before them. It will also be a
great opportunity for the adults to model peaceful and respectful ways in finding solutions that will benefit the
neighborhood and the community. We appreciate your time and consideration!
With gratitude,
Sylvia Leo
(Mother of Nathan Leo Luhur)





children - my children have always felt safe at Pacific Oaks. In fact, the school
has always been a safe haven for them and they were never harmed or injured at
the school. My son is already 10 years old - there is no more joyous sound than
young children at play without the stress, and fear of the world today with war,
gun violence, etc.  

Do the complaints of noise, and lights really trump the possibility of education
and community? 

When the neighbors purchased their homes next to the preschool, they already
knew that they would be living near a preschool with children who attend the
preschool. Even if the school is not the same school as it once was 75 years ago,
the neighbors must have known that with the arrival of technology, population
growth, increasing safety concerns for children across the country, and
globalization, the school would evolve to try to meet those needs as well.
Pasadena has changed with more noise from the Yellow line, more air pollution,
hotter summers, a drought. We are all adapting. Change is constant. Can they
really pinpoint it on the school? 

Do you have a demographic deep dive on the complaints and where they are
originating? And how does the number of complaints compare to the matriculated
students, and their projected futures? Or how does it compare to the number of
happy families that have benefited from Pacific Oaks Children's School. 

How disappointing that a SCHOOL with the intent of inspiring young minds is
distracted from their mission (following 2 + very difficult COVID pandemic years
for schools and teachers). Pacific Oaks Children's School should be allowed to
renew their CUP so that future generations of children can benefit from this
magical place.Have you looked at PO graduates and their roles in the Pasadena
community? I can think of Josh, the former Head of School at Sequoia, Kathryn
Woods, a DA in Los Angeles to name a few. Please visit the school. Please take a
look at their accreditations, the visiting speakers, and it's role in feeding the other
Independent Schools in Pasadena - Poly, Chandler, Walden, Waverly, etc.
Without PO, we wouldn't have made our family friends and it is the cornerstone
to our relationships and lives in Pasadena and our chosen family. There is no
other place that I would have rather sent my son. 

 

Thank you,

Maleeda & Kevin Holmes

Pasadena residents since 2014, and former parents of children who attended



Pacific Oaks 2012-2015

-- 
Maleeda





the children; and also continue using the learning by doing technique as part of their
teaching methods.  

 

Last, but not least, I would mention that PO has many great teachers and administrative
personnel who work hard everyday to coach and lead the children to be successful as
they are growing up.  They teaches the children to be respectful, and conflict resolution
skills in such they know how to cope with problem(s) when they encounter one; and
respect, not only the teachers, but also the community in their surrounding.  These are
the life skills that we would like our children to learn and have.  In summary, I appreciate
all the dedication from Pacific Oaks Children's Preschool personnel who have contributed
to the success of my son as he grows up to be a good citizen in the community.  I would
encourage the City of Pasadena to approve the permits requested by Pacific Oaks
Children's School for the sake of our children.

 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions on this letter.  Appreciate your
consideration.

Have great week.

 

Best Regards,

Frederik Luhur



To Whom It May Concern: 

My wife and I have lived in Pasadena for well over twenty years.  We stay because we love Pasadena 

and its rich history, culture and tradition. 

We have recently been blessed with the addition of a child into our little family and she currently 

attends Pacific Oaks Children's School. 

My wife works for a Pasadena-based nonprofit organization that supports families and children with 

special needs from diverse socio-economically backgrounds.  As such, we are in touch with the school 

system both private and public and what is available to families for pre-school. 

Pacific Oaks Children's School is unique in its world leading mission to integrate the values of Social 

Justice, Inclusivity, Diversity and Respect.  There are a lot of pre-schools that use the buzzwords of the 

most current trends, but POCS lives these values and it is so steeped in them that it is in the 

environment when you enter the campus.  Similarly, they lead the field in a progressive, respectful, and 

playful curriculum that truly engages the children and helps them develop and “go deeper” by leaning 

into their individual interests. 

There is no other school in Pasadena that offers this leading curriculum (what the world is now trying to 

follow) and no other school lives their marketing words with the integrity and intention that POCS does.  

It is a culture that extends from the front office, to the teaching staff, even to the administrators and 

maintenance staff. 

Pacific Oaks Children’s School also holds a unique and special place in the history of Pasadena.  The 

school’s property has been dedicated to young children and their education for over 115 years.  POCS 

was formed on that property over 77 years ago. 

The school’s location and its environment is part and parcel of the experience and development of the 

children.  Being surrounded by nature, especially the grand oaks, with large naturally shaded outdoor 

spaces (yards not concrete slabs) and housed in historic bungalow buildings that are open to the outside 

gives children a nature-rich, safe and welcoming environment to play and learn. 

POCS contributes to the community.  The parents are actively involved and become their own 

community.  The values of POCS become the values of this community and extend deeper into the 

culture of Pasadena. 

Pacific Oaks Children’s School must be protected and helped to remain in its unique home to foster 

building an ever-expanding community of people who believe in diversity, respect, inclusion, and 

peaceful resolution of conflict – as well as a leader in progressive play-based early childhood 

development. 

The people who are opposed to POCS have shown themselves to be against these philosophies, against 

the rich tradition and culture of Pasadena, and will be long gone while the school still stands and serves 

the community and is a bright part of Pasadena for generations to come. Their efforts to harass, 

intimidate, and interfere with the families and staff at POCS are not only becoming criminal, but they are 

also harming the children who attend, and by extension they are polluting the culture and community of 

Pasadena with a selfish intention to remove this landmark because they now regret living next door to a 

school that was established and present long before they ever bought their homes.  Besides extending 



the school’s CUP, efforts need to be made to curtail the harassment and intimidation that takes away 

from time and energy that should be focused on the children who attend. 

Thank you for listening, and considering our shared views. 

 

Regards, 

 

Jason & Reyhanak Shafiiha-Taylor 

Pasadena, CA 

 





Chad Dennis and Jennifer Perry

June 23, 2022

RE: Pacific Oaks Children’s School

To Whom It May Concern:

My wife, Jennifer, and I are writing this letter on behalf of and in support of Pacific Oaks 
Children’s School [POCS]..

Our youngest son, Roux Ever Dennis, started at POCS in the Infant/Toddler Program in 
2020. We immediately recognized that this school and this staff was very special. Roux 
is now in his second year of preschool at POCS and we [and he] could not be any 
happier.

Roux has thrived on so many levels. The incredible outdoor space is remarkably 
conducive for children to explore play-based activities under the canopy of trees and 
sky. In these outdoor play-based activities he has learned how to share, express his 
feelings regarding sharing as well as how to resolve conflicts in a healthy and positive 
manner. 

The indoor spaces are just as magical - allowing children to read individually or as a 
collective, to sing and dance, eat healthy lunches and [sleep gods willing] take naps 
together. The teaching staff [this year he is blessed with Teacher Bryana and Teacher 
Vicky] is beyond exceptional! The amount of care and compassion these teachers show 
for these children is truly inspirational and heart-warming.

The entire POCS administrative staff is also remarkable. Making sure a preschool runs 
smoothly, parents/children/staff are happy and healthy, and adhering to the myriad/
mountain of dense Pasadena Rules and Regulations regarding Pre-Schools is an 
enormous challenge on the best of days. Achieving all of this under the veil of COVID 
19 rules and restrictions is all the more remarkble. My hats off to the entire POCS staff!

Lastly, it has been brought to my attention that some POCS neighbors have raised 
concerns regarding noise levels eminating from the school grounds. I know first hand 
what living next to a school looks and sounds like. My family lives in Frogtown literally 
directly next door to a fairly large [300+ students] elementary school, Dorris Elementary. 

When we took over the property 5 years ago we knew full well what we were getting in 
to. We share a common fence with the schools playground. Numerous times throughout 
the day we can hear children talking, laughing, yelling and most often, screaming. In 



essence children being children. Never in my wildest dreams would I ever go over to the 
school and ask them to stop these children from expressing themselves in the ways that 
children express themselves. As a matter of fact when Dorris Elementary was closed 
during the darkest moments of COVID and no children were allowed on campus, the 
neighborhood seemed emprty and well…sad.

The first day the campus was reopened and the children came back and my wife and I 
heard the beautiful sounds of laughter and pure joy, we cried. Maybe life is coming back 
towards “normal” we thought.

Next year will be Roux’s last year at POCS and my deepest hope is that one day Roux’s 
children can go to POCS and be in a setting this special and magical.

With Gratitude,
Chad Dennis and Jennifer Perry
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June 23rd, 2022 
 
 
RE: Pacific Oaks Children’s School 
 
 
Dear Members of the Pasadena Planning Commission,  
 
I am writing to express my support for Pacific Oaks Children School.   
I am the Executive Director of local nonprofit Day One, a Pasadena resident, and a PO  
Parent who has sent my child to the school for the past two years. 
 
I find it disappointing and disheartening to hear of concerns that are not only false, but 
are also so blatantly unsupportive of the children and families that live here in our city.  
 
Pasadena is a special place. A place where we cultivate values like family, early learning, 
and community. We have a number of unique venues throughout the city that have 
worked together throughout the years to find a way to live in harmony.  
 
Our Rose Bowl-America’s Stadium- is planted right in the heart of the beautiful San Rafael 
community, we have both private and public schools nestled throughout our 
neighborhoods and residential streets. This area, this street is no different.  
 
To attack a neighborhood school by commenting on the loudness of children’s laughter, 
art studios, and playground structures is simply not acceptable. There needs to be a  limit 
to a person’s sense of entitlement. This is going absolutely too far.  
 
I personally love driving my son to school. We spy birds, horses by the arroyo, and 
neighbors enjoying their morning walk. We spy a community that is happy, healthy, and 
reachable. Not one we can’t see due to concrete walls that muffle sights and sounds.  
 
In the time I have spent at PO I have never feared for my child’s safety, approached a 
classroom that was too loud, or witnessed staff that wasn’t mindful of the neighbors.  
I can confidently share that I believe the PO team has gone over and beyond to design 
drop off/pick up schedules, programming and communications with parents that clearly 
demonstrate their care and concern for making sure the neighbors do not get upset.  
 
Staff and families should not have to walk on egg shells to accommodate neighbor 
concerns on a daily basis. We need to be and do better as a community.  
 
Day One’s mission is to build healthy, vibrant communities by advancing public health, 
empowering youth and igniting change. As such, is acutely aware of the connections 
between land use planning, policy and community health. Having access to early 
education and supportive communities is essential to the wellbeing of a child and a 
community.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 

 
Christy Zamani 
Executive Director  
Day One 

 



From:
To: Walker, Alison
Subject: Circling back from Thursday"s visit
Date: Monday, June 27, 2022 12:35:02 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

Hello Allison,

We enjoyed meeting with you last Thursday. I am pleased that you were able to return to the
Children’s School during our peak hours of operation, observing the children in the Bamboo Yard, on
the Boat Yard deck, on Shady Lane, in the Art Studio and in the La Tierra Yard. As we discussed,
please find a brief description of some of the accommodations we have made in response to the
neighbor’s complaints below.

First and foremost, whenever a grievance is raised, it is promptly addressed. If it is regarding noise
levels involving teachers or families, it is immediately brought to their attention.

Over the years, as a nearby neighbor repeatedly complained about minor bits of trash from the
Children’s School being thrown in their yard, an additional trash can was added in the parking lot and
staff and families have been reminded to dispose of trash properly. Each time this has been brought
to the School’s attention; a reminder has been sent. This past December (2021), the School added
planks to the slatted fence, filling in the gaps so that it is impossible for anything from the School to
fall through to the other side.

Upon the School’s sound consultant’s advice, in addition to the planks, sound absorbing Carolina
Cherries have been planted along the fence line of both the Bamboo and Boat Yards. They were
planted two feet apart rather than the traditional three feet to enable expediated foliage. As of
today’s date, the hedges are filling in nicely.

A few years ago, in response to neighbor’s complaints of parent’s voices carrying over the fence, a
portion of the Adventure Yard was repurposed as a gathering area located just inside the School’s
front gate, in the middle of our campus, away from any neighbor’s properties. The meeting area,
known as Heritage Square, boasts large shade- providing umbrellas, comfortable benches, and an
adult sized table where families can visit with each other before and after school. Additionally, in
respect to neighbor’s privacy, tables/umbrellas previously located on upper Shady Lane have been
relocated throughout campus away from the fence line of any of the neighbors.

Following a brief COVID closure, when the School reopened in September, 2020, complaints
regarding the noise related to the School’s contracted refuse company when emptying the School’s
dumpsters were received. While the refuse company had been collecting the trash three days a
week for 38 years, to accommodate the neighbor’s request, the School amended the contract to
reduce trash pick up to two days per week. Additionally, due to repeated complaints regarding the
noise of the School’s landscaping crew, landscaping was also reduced to two days a week.

Approximately five years ago, a sensory garden was planted on upper Shady Lane. In response to



neighbor’s complaints of the noise level of the children planting and exploring in the garden, the
garden was relocated and is now located closer to the Peppers Yard well away from the fence line of
the neighbors.

The School’s community garden, a communal space located between the Peppers and La Loma Yards
boasts a mud kitchen where children can pretend to ‘bake’ and ‘cook’ with mud. In response to
complaints regarding the noise level of the children in this area, as well as complaints of standing
water (kindly note the mud is filled in with fresh soil daily) the slats in the fence adjacent to the mud
kitchen have been covered with wood.

During the 2020-2021 academic year, termites infested the climbing structure in the Bamboo Yard.
The structure was removed and per the neighbor’s request was not replaced. Instead, portable
climbing equipment and tunnels are used in its place.

Several years ago, complaints were received regarding the American Flag hanging from the flagpole
in the School’s parking lot. To eliminate the noise a flag makes while blowing in the wind, a flag has
not hung from the flagpole since the mid 2000’s. 

Pre-COVID, the Children’s School celebrated Pizza Day once a month. On the designated Friday,
parent volunteers set up pizza and at pick up, participating families would pick up their pizza and
bring it to their child’s yard to enjoy. As the neighbors complained about the noise related to the
parents picking up the pizza, about five years ago the pizza pick up table was moved from upper
Shady Lane to lower Shady lane.

Late in the 2020-2021 academic year, a complaint was received from the neighbor adjacent to the
School’s Art Studio regarding a tree root growing on their side of the fence. While only a few inches
of this root caried over to the other side of the fence, an arborist was consulted (at the School’s
expense). It was determined that the only way to remove the root on the other side was to cut down
the otherwise healthy (yet not protected tree). The Children’s School removed the tree at their
expense as well as added additional planking to the fence where the tree once stood. At this same
time, the neighbors also complained that the umbrellas in the Art Studio were too close to the fence
line behind their garage. The umbrellas were moved, and a replacement tree has not been planted.

In response to noise complaints from the neighbors regarding the California Street entrance/
walkway along the eastern border of the Children’s School, the school has not utilized the
entrance/walkway (other than to retrieve FedEX/UPS packages left at the gate) since the September,
2020 reopening.

The Art Studio (which is not adjacent to any habitable dwelling) was built in 1978 (deck included,
photo attached) with funding from the Art Council and has been actively in use (with the exception
of when COVID restrictions prohibited the use of communal spaces) as a space for small groups of
children to work on focused art projects. Recent complaints regarding the noise level of the space
have been addressed with the School adding wood planks to cover the open fence slats, as well as
planting blueberries in large planters along the fence line. 



The School’s maintenance shed was previously located in upper Shady Lane. In response to neighbor
complaints, the maintenance area has been relocated to the parking lot.

In recent months, a few neighbors on La Loma Road have complained about the brightness of the
motion censored lighting facing Shady Lane. In response to these complaints, several light bulbs
have been removed and others have been replaced with lower wattage bulbs. Additionally, the
motion censored light in the School’s dumpster area (facing the School’s driveway) was removed in
response the complaints.

As evidenced herein and in the attached diagram and photos,
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1y4dvZOgO7-vvjVHWxOdTllYUkP1NuCxT?usp=sharing kindly
note that Pacific Oaks has tried to work collaboratively to address issues with our neighbors as they
arise; however, we are not always able to meet specific demands.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our efforts.

Kind Regards,

Dr. Judy Krause  Victor Soto,
M.A.
Executive Director  Associate
Director
jkrause@pacificoaks.edu
vsoto@pacificoaks.edu
Pacific Oaks Children’s School  Pacific Oaks
Children’s School
714 West California Boulevard | Pasadena, CA 91105  714 West
California Boulevard | Pasadena, CA 91105
626-529-8033 626-529-
8020
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law. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution of this message is prohibited. If you
are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by reply e-mail that you have received
this email in error and destroy all copies of the original message, including attachments.







30 June 2022 

From: David and Christina Wallerstein 

To: Alison Walker, Planner 
City of Pasadena 
awalker@cityofpasadena.net 

We're writing regarding the application from Pacific Oaks Children's School to renew its 
Conditional Use Permit. We are an alumni family as well as neighbors of the school and, 
therefore, know both its lasting value to children and their families and its consequential 
inconveniences, particularly those involving street parking. We urge the City to grant the 
requested CUP, with equal regard to both. 

Pacific Oaks Children's School likely predates the arrival of all its neighbors. We moved 
into our home in 1979, actually pleased to be near the school. I will point out, however, that at 
the t ime, Children's School was licensed for only 77 children. Far fewer than the 140 DSS 
allows now, although I understand the enrollment is currently only 115. In the past decade, 
increased enrollment and more intensive use of the property have created challenges. 

One issue is lack of on-street parking for residents when employees of the school park on the 
street. This is particularly true on Thursdays when we all have our recycling, trash, and yard 
waste bins out for pick-up. We have experienced having our not-yet-emptied containers 
moved to the sidewalk to create a parking space. Decidedly unacceptable behavior from the 
individual who chose to do that. Yet definitely not grounds for denying the school a CUP. 
Happily the parking situation has improved since the school reopened last fall. I believe all 
parties can work together in good faith to find ways to resolve this and other problems. 

Pacific Oaks Children's School provides the best in early childhood education experiences. 
Children and their parents benefit from the learning that occurs when children are encouraged 
to explore their interests in a supportive environment and find out what happens as a result of 
their actions. If a plan doesn't work, then it doesn't. No shame, no blame. Simply an 
opportunity to investigate other options and develop problem solving skills. While playing 
together in this child directed way, the children not only develop creativity but also learn to 
collaborate and cooperate, essential social skills for children and adults alike. 

Balancing the needs of the neighbors and the benefits of Children's School to its students, 
their famil ies, and our society requires all of us to be creative, collaborative, and cooperative. 
We support Pacific Oaks Children's School receiving a Conditional Use Permit. And we expect 
goodwill and open communication among all parties. 

Respectfully, 

Christina Wallerstein David V. Wallerstein 



July 1, 2022 

 

Dear Ms. Walker, 

 

We are writing to express our ardent support of Pacific Oaks Children's School, and want to make clear 

what a special place the school is for our family and community. 

 

As for so many during the pandemic, our lives were turned upside down – for our family it involved an 

unplanned moved across the country. Shortly after though, our son Grant was fortunate enough to 

attend Pacific Oaks, joining a small group of children in an idyllic outdoor setting and under careful 

watch of teachers emphasizing safety and kindness. Despite many life changes, our son found friends 

and connectivity in a calm, nurturing place. Pacific Oaks has been a key part of our decision to live in the 

area, and we keenly look forward to when we can enroll our younger son to continue our family’s 

involvement with the school. 

 

Pacific Oak’s Children’s School is a treasure for Pasadena. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can 

help clarify the importance of the school. 

 

Sincerely, 

Alex Richardson & Emma Gow 
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July 20, 2022

To Whom it may Concern,

I was a Master Teacher at the Children's School for over twenty years.  My college-age grandchildren credit the
school philosophy for showing them empathy and  appreciation for others.  The children at Pacific Oaks learn to
create, to reflect and respond to life in an enthusiastic way.  The 77 years of the existence of the school has never
failed!   The children develop a sense of self-worth, they learn to negotiate, to build social skills, to understand their
physical capabilities.

I believe that the sounds and laughter of youngsters is a joy!  The ’togetherness’ of the school….. the teachers, the
parents, the students are a vital part of Pasadena. I cannot imagine our city without such a strong foundation for our
future citizens.  We have many issues in our world that need to be addressed, this should not be a concern.

Let the school remain a fulfilling, and blissful beginning to the world for the fortunate children who can reap the
benefits of Pacific Oaks Children’s School.

Lucinda Edwards





From:
To: Walker, Alison
Subject: Circling back from Thursday"s visit
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Hello Allison,
 
We enjoyed meeting with you last Thursday. I am pleased that you were able to return to the
Children’s School during our peak hours of operation, observing the children in the Bamboo Yard, on
the Boat Yard deck, on Shady Lane, in the Art Studio and in the La Tierra Yard. As we discussed,
please find a brief description of some of the accommodations we have made in response to the
neighbor’s complaints below.
 
First and foremost, whenever a grievance is raised, it is promptly addressed. If it is regarding noise
levels involving teachers or families, it is immediately brought to their attention.
 
Over the years, as a nearby neighbor repeatedly complained about minor bits of trash from the
Children’s School being thrown in their yard, an additional trash can was added in the parking lot and
staff and families have been reminded to dispose of trash properly. Each time this has been brought
to the School’s attention; a reminder has been sent. This past December (2021), the School added
planks to the slatted fence, filling in the gaps so that it is impossible for anything from the School to
fall through to the other side.
 
Upon the School’s sound consultant’s advice, in addition to the planks, sound absorbing Carolina
Cherries have been planted along the fence line of both the Bamboo and Boat Yards. They were
planted two feet apart rather than the traditional three feet to enable expediated foliage. As of
today’s date, the hedges are filling in nicely.
 
A few years ago, in response to neighbor’s complaints of parent’s voices carrying over the fence, a
portion of the Adventure Yard was repurposed as a gathering area located just inside the School’s
front gate, in the middle of our campus, away from any neighbor’s properties. The meeting area,
known as Heritage Square, boasts large shade- providing umbrellas, comfortable benches, and an
adult sized table where families can visit with each other before and after school. Additionally, in
respect to neighbor’s privacy, tables/umbrellas previously located on upper Shady Lane have been
relocated throughout campus away from the fence line of any of the neighbors.
 
Following a brief COVID closure, when the School reopened in September, 2020, complaints
regarding the noise related to the School’s contracted refuse company when emptying the School’s
dumpsters were received. While the refuse company had been collecting the trash three days a
week for 38 years, to accommodate the neighbor’s request, the School amended the contract to
reduce trash pick up to two days per week. Additionally, due to repeated complaints regarding the
noise of the School’s landscaping crew, landscaping was also reduced to two days a week.
 
Approximately five years ago, a sensory garden was planted on upper Shady Lane. In response to



neighbor’s complaints of the noise level of the children planting and exploring in the garden, the
garden was relocated and is now located closer to the Peppers Yard well away from the fence line of
the neighbors.
 
The School’s community garden, a communal space located between the Peppers and La Loma Yards
boasts a mud kitchen where children can pretend to ‘bake’ and ‘cook’ with mud. In response to
complaints regarding the noise level of the children in this area, as well as complaints of standing
water (kindly note the mud is filled in with fresh soil daily) the slats in the fence adjacent to the mud
kitchen have been covered with wood.
 
During the 2020-2021 academic year, termites infested the climbing structure in the Bamboo Yard.
The structure was removed and per the neighbor’s request was not replaced. Instead, portable
climbing equipment and tunnels are used in its place.
 
Several years ago, complaints were received regarding the American Flag hanging from the flagpole
in the School’s parking lot. To eliminate the noise a flag makes while blowing in the wind, a flag has
not hung from the flagpole since the mid 2000’s. 
 
Pre-COVID, the Children’s School celebrated Pizza Day once a month. On the designated Friday,
parent volunteers set up pizza and at pick up, participating families would pick up their pizza and
bring it to their child’s yard to enjoy. As the neighbors complained about the noise related to the
parents picking up the pizza, about five years ago the pizza pick up table was moved from upper
Shady Lane to lower Shady lane.
 
Late in the 2020-2021 academic year, a complaint was received from the neighbor adjacent to the
School’s Art Studio regarding a tree root growing on their side of the fence. While only a few inches
of this root caried over to the other side of the fence, an arborist was consulted (at the School’s
expense). It was determined that the only way to remove the root on the other side was to cut down
the otherwise healthy (yet not protected tree). The Children’s School removed the tree at their
expense as well as added additional planking to the fence where the tree once stood. At this same
time, the neighbors also complained that the umbrellas in the Art Studio were too close to the fence
line behind their garage. The umbrellas were moved, and a replacement tree has not been planted.
 
In response to noise complaints from the neighbors regarding the California Street entrance/
walkway along the eastern border of the Children’s School, the school has not utilized the
entrance/walkway (other than to retrieve FedEX/UPS packages left at the gate) since the September,
2020 reopening.
 
The Art Studio (which is not adjacent to any habitable dwelling) was built in 1978 (deck included,
photo attached) with funding from the Art Council and has been actively in use (with the exception
of when COVID restrictions prohibited the use of communal spaces) as a space for small groups of
children to work on focused art projects. Recent complaints regarding the noise level of the space
have been addressed with the School adding wood planks to cover the open fence slats, as well as
planting blueberries in large planters along the fence line. 
 





 
Dr. Judy Krause
Executive Director
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From: Jenkins, R. Scott  
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2022 9:06 AM
To: Judith Krause >; Donnell Bell 
Cc: Jack Paduntin < Jane Sawyer ; Phi-Phi
Chang Anderton >; Victor Soto 
Subject: [E] RE: City Planners Visit update and Children's School's response to neighbor complaints
 

Caution: Sender is External

 

Judy:   Well done.  I set forth a few stray comments in CAPS below.  Thanks.  RSJ
 

From: Judith Krause  
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2022 3:34 PM
To: Donnell Bell edu>; Jenkins, R. Scott >
Cc: Jack Paduntin ; Jane Sawyer >; Phi-Phi
Chang Anderton >; Victor Soto <
Subject: City Planners Visit update and Children's School's response to neighbor complaints
 
[External]
Hello Donnell and Scott,
 
This morning, City Planner Allison Walker came for a visit. She was able to spend time in the Bamboo
Yard with children, as well as visit the Art Studio and community garden while in use as well as the



Boat Yard as children ate snack on the deck. She also visited the La Tierra Yard. Additionally, we
chatted about the role of TCS in relation to Pacific Oaks. Allison recommended that I write a letter
detailing what the Children’s School has done in response the neighbor’s complaints. Victor and I
brainstormed together on what has been done during his 15 year tenure. Please see the draft letter
below. Feel free to edit as needed.  [IT WOULD BE QUITE HELPFUL TO HAVE AN UPDATED DIAGRAM
OR MAP TO SHOW THE LOCATIONS OF THE VARIOUS PLACES THAT YOU MENTION.  YOU AND THE
STAFF KNOW THESE PLACES; I AND OTHERS DO NOT.]
 
Hello Allison,
 
We enjoyed meeting with you on Thursday.  I am pleased that you were able to return to the
Children’s School during our peak hours of operation, observing the children in the Bamboo Yard, on
the Boat Yard deck, on Shady Lane, in the Art Studio and inthe La Tierra Yard. As we discussed, please
find [A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF] accommodations we have made in response to the neighbor’s
complaints below.
 
First and foremost, whenever a grievance is raised, it is promptly addressed. If it is regarding noise
levels [INVOLVING]  teachers or families, it is immediately brought to their attention.
 
Many years ago, in the mid 1980’s, the Children’s School was using the La Loma gate entrance. In
response to neighbor complaints, the School stopped using the gate as an entrance and although it is
a public street, requested that families and staff not park on La Loma Road. This practice is still in
place today. [IS THIS TRUE?  NO STAFF PARKING THERE? WE MIGHT WANT TO KEEP THAT OPTION
AVAILABLE.]
 
Over the years, as a nearby neighbor repeatedly complained about [MINOR BITS OF ]trash from the
Children’s School being thrown in their yard, an additional trash can was added in the parking lot and
staff and families have been reminded to dispose of trash properly. Each time this has been brought
to the School’s attention; a reminder has been sent. This past December (2021), the School added
planks to the slatted fence, filling in the gaps so that it is impossible for anything from the School to
fall through to the other side.
 
Upon the School’s sound consultant’s advice, in addition to the planks, sound absorbing Carolina
Cherries have been planted along the fence line of both the Bamboo and Boat Yards. They were
planted two feet apart rather than the traditional three feet to enable expediated foliage. As of
today’s date, the hedges are filling in nicely.
 
A few years ago, in response to neighbor’s complaints of parent’s voices carrying over the fence, a
portion of the Adventure Yard was repurposed as a gathering area located just inside the School’s
front gate, [IN THE MIDDLE OF OUR CAMPUS,]away from any neighbor’s properties. The meeting
area, known as Heritage Square, boasts large shade- providing umbrellas, comfortable benches and
an adult sized table where families can visit with each other before and after school. Additionally, in
respect to neighbor’s privacy, tables/umbrellas previously located on upper Shady Lane have been
relocated throughout campus away from the fence line of any of the neighbors.
 



Following a brief COVID closure, when the School reopened in September, 2020, complaints regarding
the noise related to the School’s contracted refuse company when emptying the School’s dumpsters
were received. While the refuse company had been collecting the trash three days a week for 38
years, to accommodate neighbor’s requests, the School amended the contract to reduce trash pick up
to two days per week. Additionally, due to repeated complaints regarding the noise of the School’s
landscaping crew, landscaping was also reduced to two days a week.
 
Approximately five years ago, a sensory garden was planted on upper Shady Lane. In response to
neighbor’s complaints of the noise level of the children planting and exploring in the garden, the
garden was relocated and is now located closer to the Peppers Yard well away from the fence line of
the neighbors.
 
The School’s community garden, a communal space located between the Peppers and La Loma Yards
boasts a mud kitchen where children can pretend to ‘bake’ and ‘cook’ with mud. In response to
complaints regarding the noise level of the children in this area, as well as complaints of standing
water (kindly note the mud is filled in with fresh soil daily) the slats in the fence adjacent to the mud
kitchen have been covered with wood.
 
Upon reopening (after a brief COVID closure) in September, 2020 the School implemented a scattered
drop off/pick up schedule to mitigate traffic congestion as well as noise. Additionally, a parking plan
wherein staff park on the east side of the parking lot (overflow directly in front of the School) and
families park on the west side of the parking lot has been successfully in place for the past two years. 
[WATCH OUT HERE.  IS THIS A FORMAL WRITTEN PLAN?  THE CITY MIGHT ASK THAT IT BE REVIEWED
AND APPROVED BY THE DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION, AND THEN INCORPORATED INTO THE
AMENDED CUP.  MOST PRIVATE SCHOOLS HAVE SUCH A WRITTEN PLAN.]
 
During the 2020-2021 academic year, termites infested the climbing structure in the Bamboo Yard.
The structure was removed and per the neighbor’s request was not replaced. Instead, portable
climbing equipment and tunnels are used in its place.
 
Several years ago, complaints were received regarding the American Flag hanging from the flagpole
in the School’s parking lot. To eliminate the noise a flag makes while blowing in the wind, a flag has
not hung from the flagpole since the mid 2000’s.  [AMONG THE MANY COMPLAINTS, I THINK THIS
ONE WILL RESONATE WITH THE PUBLIC ABOUT HOW EXTREME THE NEIGHBORS HAVE BEEN IN
THEIR COMPLAINTS.]
 
Pre-COVID, the Children’s School celebrated Pizza Day once a month. On the designated Friday,
parent volunteers set up pizza and at pick up, participating families would pick up their pizza and
bring it to their child’s yard to enjoy. As the neighbors complained about the noise related to the
parents picking up the pizza, about five years ago the pizza pick up table was moved from upper
Shady Lane to lower Shady lane.
 
Early in the 2021-2022 academic year, a complaint was received from the neighbor adjacent to the
School’s Art Studio regarding a tree root growing on their side of the fence. While only a few inches of
this root caried over to the other side of the fence, an arborist was consulted (at the School’s



expense). It was determined that the only way to remove the root on the other side was to cut down
the otherwise healthy (yet not protected tree). The Children’s School removed the tree at their
expense as well as added additional planking to the fence where the tree once stood. At this same
time, the neighbors also complained that the umbrellas in the Art Studio were too close to the fence
line [BEHIND THEIR GARAGE]. The umbrellas were moved, and a replacement tree has not been
planted.
 
In response to [numerous – DELETE] noise complaints from the neighbors regarding the California
Street entrance/ walkway along the eastern border of the Children’s School, the school has not
utilized the entrance/walkway (other than to retrieve FedEX/UPS packages left at the gate) since the
September, 2020 reopening.
 
The Art Studio, built in 1978 (deck included) with funding from the Art Council has been actively in use
(with the exception of when COVID restrictions prohibited the use of communal spaces) as a space for
small groups of children to work on focused art projects. Recent complaints regarding the noise level
of the space have been addressed with the School adding wood planks to cover the open fence slats,
as well as planting blueberries in large planters along the fence line.  [AGAIN, THIS AREA IS LOCATED
BEHIND THE NEIGHBOR’S BACKYARD GARAGE, AND IS NOT ADJACENT TO ANY HABITABLE
DWELLING.]
 
The School’s maintenance shed was previously located in upper Shady Lane. In response to neighbor
complaints, the maintenance area has been relocated to the parking lot.
 
From September, 2020 – April, 2021, COVID protocol required families to drop off and pick up their
children at the front gate. Now that families may once again enter campus to drop off and pick up
their children, to reduce noise level, we have required the Adventure Yard families to enter through
the lower Shady Lane gate rather than the more conveniently located upper Shady Lane gate.  [YOU
MIGHT WANT TO EXPLAIN THIS.  NOT CLEAR TO ME WHAT THIS CHANGE MEANS.]
 
In recent months, neighbors [ONE OR MORE?] on La Loma Road have complained about the
brightness of the motion censored lighting facing Shady Lane. In response to these complaints,
several light bulbs have been removed and others have been replaced with lower wattage bulbs.
Additionally, the motion censored light in the School’s dumpster area (facing the School’s driveway)
was removed in response the complaints.
 
[DO YOU WANT TO DESCRIBE THE COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE CITY APPROVED PARKING LOT LIGHTING
AND YOUR EFFORTS TO REDUCE GLARE?]
 
As evidenced above and in attached photos, Pacific Oaks has tried to work collaboratively to address
issues with our neighbors as they arise; however, we are not always able to meet specific demands.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share our efforts.
 
Again, feel free to edit.
 



Kind Regards,
 
 
Dr. Judy Krause
Executive Director
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are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by reply e-mail that you have received
this email in error and destroy all copies of the original message, including attachments.
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To: Rocha, Luis
Cc: Reyes, David; Walker, Alison
Subject: RE: Re Pacific Oaks CUP#2506
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 8:47:35 AM
Attachments: image002.png

SUPPLEMENTAL SUBMISSION TO ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 1-31-22 Final.docx
Ex A DSS 11-9-21 POCSReport.pdf
Exh B - Photos of Street Parking (2).doc

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

Hello, Luis.
 
Thanks for the quick response.  Attached is the Supplemental Submission in Word along with Ex. A
(PDF) and Ex. B (Word).  I should have added to my email of yesterday that, as you will see from the
Appendix to the Supplemental Submission, each of the persons copied on yesterday’s email joins
and supports the Supplemental Submission.  Thus the attached documents should be deemed
submitted by all of us.
 
Again, we appreciate the time and effort the Department has put into this – particularly in the midst
of the pandemic – and look forward to working with you and your colleagues towards a sensible
modification of the CUP that will lessen the School’s impact on the neighborhood.
 
Best regards
 
Jake
 

From: Rocha, Luis [mailto:lrocha@cityofpasadena.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2022 8:18 AM
To: Jake Broderick
Cc: Reyes, David; Walker, Alison
Subject: RE: Re Pacific Oaks CUP#2506
 
Good morning, Jake.
 
Thanks for the information.
I was not able to access the account using the link below.
Can you share access to the document so that it’s not limited to Gmail users?
 
Thanks,
Luis
 
If helpful, below is info on how to allow anyone with the link access to the information:
 





 
Please find below a Google Drive link to a document entitled Supplemental
Submission by Neighbors of Pacific Oaks Children’s School re Pending
Modification of CUP#2506 (“the Supplemental Submission”). The Supplemental
Submission provides the neighborhood’s response to information Pacific Oaks has
provided to the Department in direct response to the modification process
regarding the School’s post-pandemic plan of operations and in an effort to bring
the CUP modification process to a close.  Please let me know if you are unable to
open the link. A hard copy of the Supplemental Submission will follow by mail.
 
As always, the neighborhood appreciates the effort, attention and assistance the
Planning Department has lent to this matter. We would, of course, be pleased to
meet with the Planning Department to discuss our Supplemental Submission and
respond to any questions the Department may have.
 

 Neighborhood Supplemental Submission re CUP#250...
 
Jake
 
James H. Broderick Jr.

 



EXHIBIT B 

(Neighborhood Supplemental Submission Re CUP#2506) 

 

 

                POCS Staff Parking on California Blvd. (11/15/21) 
 

 POCS Staff Parking on California Blvd. (11/’15/21) 
 



From:
To: lrocah@cityofpasadena.net; Yu, Beilin; Walker, Alison
Cc:
Subject: Re Pacific Oaks CUP 2506 Modification
Date: Wednesday, June 22, 2022 7:56:25 PM
Attachments: Letter to Planning Deparmtent re PO Setbacks 2022-06-22 16-26-38.pdf

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

This is a resend of my earlier email with the correct attachment:
 
Hello Luis, Beilin, and Alison.
 
Thank you once again for your visit to the neighborhood in early May and your attention to the
circumstances confronting the Pacific Oaks neighborhood.  During that visit you invited us to provide
any additional information we had relevant to the pending review of the Pacific Oaks Conditional
Use Permit. We are attaching a letter from three families whose homes directly border the
Children’s School property.  The original of this letter and its enclosure follows by US mail.
 
As set forth in the attached letter, we have recently obtained from the Planning Department file a
copy of a letter dated May 11, 2017, from then Zoning Administrator Kevin Parker to Pacific Oaks. 
Mr. Parker’s letter informed the School, as an occupant of a single-family residential zoning
neighborhood, that the School is subject to the same setback requirements as any resident of the
neighborhood. Pacific Oaks, however, has taken the position that as a “non-confirming use” it is
somehow not subject to set back requirements.  The attached letter suggests that the School is flat
wrong on this point and has known for years that it is subject to setback requirements.  It has
nevertheless continued to erect structures in setback areas and expand its use of the setback areas
for school activities.  We ask that the Staff include and consider the attached materials in its
preparation of any report on the modification of the School’s CUP.
 
As always, please do not hesitate to let us know if you have any questions or comments with respect
to the attached.
 
Best regards.
 
Jake
 



  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

          

  

   
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 





 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

   

  
 

  
         
   

 

   

 
 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

     

   

   
 

 
   

 

 





From:
To: Walker, Alison
Cc:
Subject: Letter of support
Date: Wednesday, July 13, 2022 9:36:46 PM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?
id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>.
------------------------

Dear Ms. Walker,

Please see Ms. Coffey's letter of support below on behalf of Pacific Oaks Children's School.

Sincerely,

Phi-Phi Chang Anderton
Manager of Admissions, Enrollment, and Operations
Pacific Oaks Children's School
Pronouns: she~her~hers
StrengthsFinder 2.0: Connectedness~Positivity~Learner~Responsibility~Achiever

pacificoaks.edu l pacificoaks.edu/childrens-school
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information protected by law. Any unauthorized review,
use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply
e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.

-----Original Message-----
From: Maggie Coffey 
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2022 4:01 PM
To: Phi-Phi Chang Anderton 
Subject: [E] Letter of support

Caution: Sender is External

I am writing in earnest support of the incredible community that is Pacific Oaks. This school has been a life-
changing experience for our 3 year old daughter, who has made monumental progress in the months that she has
attended pre-school there. I am a lifelong resident of the Pasadena community and live in the neighborhood myself.
(I grew up on Covington Place and currently live on Westover Place). Before our daughter began attending Pacific
Oaks, I had never seen the campus - it is so unassuming from the outside. With complete honesty I can say it’s the
quietest campus I have ever stepped foot upon… complaints of noise are baffling to me, a parent who is there every
day to drop off my daughter and a resident of the neighborhood myself. The value Pacific Oaks represents to the
community of Pasadena and hundreds of families who’s children have been lucky enough to be educated there, in
my opinion, far outweighs the unreasonable complaints of so few.

Sent from my iPad



Dave and Samantha Neustadter  

  

  

June 12, 2022 

 

Dear City of Pasadena,  

 

We are writing to you in support of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for Pacific Oaks 

Children’s School located at 714 W California Blvd, Pasadena, CA 91105.  

 

We have been neighbors of Pacific Oaks for the past three years. When we first stepped foot in 

our home, it was love at first sight. We were captivated by the classic craftsman architecture of 

our 1909 home and the lush and friendly neighborhood that surrounded it. It was safe and 

reminded us of the small communities in Missouri and Washington where we grew up. When we 

closed escrow, we felt like the luckiest family in the world.  

 

That feeling only intensified when the world shut down in March of 2020. For two years we 

walked our beautiful neighborhood every night with our young son, Griffin. On our walks we 

met multiple engaging neighbors who had lived in the community years (and often decades) 

longer than us. As soon as they saw our son, the first thing they would bring up is enrolling him 

in Pacific Oaks and how that magical school has helped raise our neighborhood’s children (and 

many of their own) for over 70 years.  

 

We finally learned what all the hype was about in September of 2021 when our son started in the 

Bamboo Yard. Dr. Judy, Phi-Phi and their incredible group of teachers welcomed our family 

with open arms and provided us with the community we had been searching for. We met other 

parents from around the neighborhood and planned playdates within walking distance from our 

house. Having lived in Central LA and the Westside for the past 15 years, it was not lost on us 

how lucky we were to have a warm and embracing neighborhood community.  

 

It was truly heartbreaking and shocking to learn of the harassment that the school has faced at the 

hands of a small but extremely vocal group of neighbors. Not once in our myriad of interactions 

throughout the neighborhood has anyone mentioned a grievance against Pacific Oaks and we 

would venture to say that the majority are both unaware and would be ashamed of this group’s 

behavior.  

 

One of the main reasons we were attracted to the neighborhood was the fact that a historical 

school was located within walking distance of our home. Each morning, we walk our son to 

school passing neighbors and stopping to say hi and pet our favorite “doggies.” We’ve built a 

supportive community of parents and friends for our son and can’t wait to welcome our next 

child in July and have him join the Pacific Oaks family. Being parents of a child at Pacific Oaks 

is a commonality that we share with neighbors across generations. Recently we met a neighbor 

whose daughter is graduating from Brown this year and began her education at Pacific Oaks. 

Many of our friends, who had never considered moving to Pasadena, are looking for property in 

the neighborhood because they are searching for family-oriented communities to raise their kids.  

 



Simply put, Pacific Oaks is an institution in this community. For it to go away because of a 

disgruntled vocal minority would be a disservice to the thousands of children and families who 

have benefitted from the school, the hundreds who are loving the experience now and the 

countless others who would miss out on this beautiful gift that Pasadena has to offer.  

  



Karen Neubert 

To Whom it May Concern: 

I am part of the Pacific Oaks Community. I was Artist-in-Residence from 1977 to1997, Faculty, 
and Advisor for the BA with an Arts specialization. The Children's Art Studio was created in the 
fall of 1977 with an "Artist in the Schools" Grant from the California Arts Council. 

The Grant required a studio and we were fortunate to find an unused, secluded outdoor space 
next to the Wood shop and Kindergarten.The space contained cupboards, a roofed area, and 
the open space was filled with THE PACIFIC OAK, for which the school was named, and which 
had recently been felled.There was the foundation of a deck, and a water source. 

The Parent group sold the oak, and finished the wooden deck. Over the course of my 
residency the Children's Art studio welcomed 200 students a year. They came in groups of 6 or 
8, accompanied by an assistant teacher. The curriculum was multicultural, cross age, and 
multimedia. Eventually a two level sink was constructed and embellished with mosaics done by 
the children, an outdoor and indoor easel were installed. We did Painting, Clay, Printmaking, 
Collage, Assemblage, Fabric painting, and Dance/Movement. We hosted numerous Artists to 
teach their special Art practice in the studio with the children. 

The BA Specialization students did their Art practicum in the Art Studio. We hosted our 
Sister School students from Japan's Otani-Kyushu Junior College. We held NAEYC in-services, 
did PO Staff development, and hosted pre-schoolers from Pasadena School District within the 
Partnership Program, funded by two grants from The Pasadena Arts Council. 

Several Grants sustained the Children's Art Studio through the years.The California Arts 
Council "Artists in the Schools awarded four grants from 1977-1980. 1990, an E.S.E.A. grant 
was for Staff Development in Art. In 1992, '93 '94, and '95 the Rowe and Gayle Geisen Trust 
awarded outreach grants for Art for "Children at Risk" which took place at Hodges' Pre-School 
Center in Pasadena, and Madison Elementary, in Pasadena. 

The Children's Art Studio has brought joy to so many children, and adults. The children are able 
to experience the peaceful, beautiful atmosphere in Art Studio and create many wonderful 
works. I created a Permanent Collection of the children's work. We exhibited at LA Children's 
Museum, Kids Space, American Friends Service Committee, the Japanese Children's Center in 
LA, Otani-Kyushu Children's School, Japan, Christian Pilot School, Alexandrov, Russia, and 
the Children 's Center at Stanford University. 

The Children's Art Studio has been a cherished, beloved part of Pacific Oaks for many years. 
Please give your attention to the quality of life, and opportunity inherent in The Art Studio. 

Respectfully Yours, 

/(~-r1~ 
Karen Neubert 







To view Morgan Stanley’s Client Relationship Summary and other important disclosures about our
accounts and services, please visit  www.morganstanley.com/disclosures/account-disclosures



From:
To: Walker, Alison
Cc:
Subject: In support of Pacific Oaks
Date: Sunday, July 24, 2022 8:41:15 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?
id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>.
------------------------

Hello,

I am writing to express my support for Pacific Oaks children’s school in its renewal of its Conditional Use Permit,
but also generally as an absolutely essential community in Pasadena.  I have seen the list of complaints from the
NIMBY neighbor and in my experience they are entirely unfounded.  I often ride my bike to drop off and pick up
my daughter from Pacific Oaks and plenty of times I can can her nothing above the gentle spinning of my wheels.
This is my second child to attend Pacific Oaks and it has always been a place where the comings and goings of
families and children has been respectful and anyone claiming that it is a nuisance to the neighbors is desperately
looking for something to complain about.

But herein lies something more fundamental.  The brief interludes when parents engage with each other, the
teachers, and the staff are such a massive boon to everyone involved and the community of pasadena as a whole. 
Countless play dates and impromptu gatherings headed off site to Singer Park, The Rose Bowl, The Casting Pond
start here.  These are people who create and engage with the community in a positive way.  Something that every
civic institution in the country strives for happens organically because of Pacific Oaks.

The leadership of Pacific Oaks is, and has been for nearly 100 years, a generous, thoughtful and understanding
group.
I have no doubt that any reasonable neighborly request would be resolved quickly and easily.

In fact the recent vandalism of gay pride, and Juneteenth flags on the campus of Pacific Oaks certainly makes me
suspect that there are people so aggrieved at the openness, kindness, and respect that Pacific Oaks stands for that
they would do anything they could to undermine the school.  I would hate to see the city kowtow to such regressive,
and plainly violent forces.  And if the school is actually under fire for being open, inclusive, and decent to people of
all backgrounds then the bigotry that threatens it is what should be under serious investigation.

Please do not hesitate to contact me for any further information I might be able to provide.

Thank You,
Brian McDaniel























DSS	
Capacity 	Zoning

Located	in	Single‐Family	Residential	(SFR)	Zones:

Pacific	Oaks	Children's	School 714	W.	California	Blvd.,	Pasadena	91105 140 RS‐4
Aria Montessori School 693 S. Euclid Ave., Pasadena 91106 72 RS-6
Our School 1800 E. Mountain St., Pasadena 91104 48 RS-6 LD-14
Hillcrest Montessori School 1041 N. Altadena Dr., Pasadena 91107 45 RS-6
Cottage Nursery School 169 W. Arlington Dr., Pasadena 91105 40 RS-6

Others	are	not	in	SFR	Zones:

Kids Club Pasadena 380 S. Raymond St., Pasadena 91105 195 CD-6
Lake Avenue Church Nursery School 393 N. Lake Ave., Pasadena 91101 181 PS
Children's Center at Caltech 1200 E. California Blvd., Pasadena 91125 165 PS
Sunrise Pre-School 3700 E. Sierra Madre Blvd., Pasadena 91107 165 PS
Enchanted Castle San Marino Montessori School 444 & 464 S. Sierra Madre, Pasadena 91107 104 R-4
Options-Head Start/CDC-Scott 2034 N. Fair Oaks Ave., Pasadena 91103 102 FGSP-CL-14
Options-Head Start/CDCOrange Grove 595 N. Lincoln Ave., Pasadena 91103 100 RM-32
Pasadena Christian Preschool 1485 N. Los Robles Ave., Pasadena 91104 100 PS
International Montessori Academy - West Campus 355 Green St., Pasadena 91105 92 WGSP-1C
St. Gergory's A &M Hovesepian Child Care Ctr, Inc. 2215 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena 91107 88 ECSP-CG-4
Discovery Days Preschool 85 Palmetto Dr., Pasadena  91105 83 CD-6
Pasadena City College Child Development Center 1324 E. Green St., Pasadena 91106 82 CG
Mentor Preschool on Lake 232 N. Lake Ave.#100, Pasadena 91101 75 PS
Chalk of Pasadena LLC 700 E. Green St., Pasadena 91101 74 CD-4
Linda Vista Children's Center 1259 Linda Vista Ave., Pasadena 91103 72 PS
Options CDC Westminster 1757 N. Lake Ave., Pasadena 91104 72 PS
Jefferson Childrens Center 391 N. Sierra Bonita, Pasadena 91106 70 PS
L & H. Tavlian Child Care Center 1694 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena 91104 70 CL
Longfellow Children's Center 1065 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena 91109 66 PS
Hastings Ranch Nursery School 3740 E. Sierra Madre Blvd., Pasadena 91107 65 PS
Willard Children's Center 345 S. Halstead St., Pasadena 91107 64 EPSP-d3-CO-E-2
Mothers Club Family Learning Center 980 N. Fair Oaks Ave., Pasadena 91103 63 FGSP-C-2
Washington Accelerated School ECP 1520 N. Raymond Ave., Pasadena 91103 60 PS
Lake Avenue Preschool, Inc. 981 N. Lake Ave.,  Pasadena 91104 56 CO-SP1a
B'Nai Simcha Jewish Community Preschool 1434 N. Altadena Dr., Pasadena 91107 55 SP
Options CDC-Covenant 539 N. Lake Ave., Pasadena 91101 54 CL SP-1e
Oak Knoll Kinderhaus Montessori School 1200-1212 N. Lake Ave., Pasadena 91104 54 CO-SP-1a
Pasadena Day Nursery for Child Development, Inc.  450 N. Garfield Ave., Pasadena 91101 53 RM-32
New Horizon School 626 Cypress Ave., Pasadena 91103 50 RM-12
Field Early Childhood Program 3600 E. Sierra Madre Blvd., Pasadena 91107 50 PS
Living Way Day Care Center 835 Hastings Ranch Dr., Pasadena 91107 47 PS
Altadena Nursery School, Inc. 789 Atadena Dr., Pasadena 91107 45 PS
Enchanted Castle Pasadena Montessori School 280 S. Robles Ave., Pasadena 91101 45 RM-48-HL-40
Kiddie Academy of Pasadena 169 N. Halstead St., Pasadena 91107 43 EPSP-d2-CG-B-1
Sundance Childcare Center 700 S. Rosemead Blvd., Pasadena 91107 40 R-3
Cleveland Preschool 524 Palisade St., RmB104, Pasadena 91103 40 PS
Lycee International de Los Angeles 30 N. Marion Ave., Pasadena 91106 40 EPSP-CG-2
Child Educational Ctr. Caltech/JPL Community 250-56 S. Michigan Ave., Pasadena 91106 38 RM-48
Options Head Start Vill Parke 363 E. Villa St., Pasadena 91101 38 OS
Walden School of California 74 S. San Gabriel Blvd., Pasadena 91107 36 CG
Kidszone Preschool Academy 1206 Lincoln Ave., Pasadena 91103 33 LASP-CG2
Evergreen Preschool 2038 E. Foothill Blvd., Pasadena 91107 32 CG
St. Andrew Catholic Preschool 42 Chesnut St., Pasadena 91103 30 CD-1
Tiny World Pre-School 1977 E. Villa St., Pasadena 91107 30 CL
San Rafael Early Childhood Program 1090 Nithsdale, Pasadena 91105 24 PS
Scott United Methodist Preschool 444 N. Orange Grove, Pasadena 91103 24 RM-16
Webster Preschool 2101 E. Washington, Blg. B, Pasadena 91104 24 RM-16
Willard Preschool 301 S. Madre St., Pasadena 91107 24 PS
Madison Preschool 750 N. Los Robles, Pasadena 91104 22 PS
Hamilton Preschool 2089 Rosa Villa St. Rm. 102 20 CD-6
Discovery Days ELC Preschool 72 W. Bellvue, Pasadena 91105 18 CD-6
Waverly School 67 W. Bellevue 17 CD-6
Harriet Tubman Preschool 36 W. Montana St., Pasadena 91103 9 RM-12

Source: California Department of Social Services

AddressName



1 

Pasadena Municipal Code 
 

17.50.270.B.3 Schools, Private   
No outdoor play area shall be located within a required front or corner side setback or within 25 feet of a residential use. 

 

       
 

Total Pacific Oaks Children’s School Site:  

      69,198 Sq Ft Gross   

      54,998 Sq Ft Usable (Excluding Parking Lot) 

Setback Areas: 

      16,360 Sq Ft  

      24% of Gross Site  

      30% of Usable Site 
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1 

Pacific Oaks’ Western and Northern Fence Lines (with 737 La Loma Road) 

 
LOOKING NORTH AT PLAY AREA ON BORDER. ACOUSTICALLY PERMEABLE FENCE 

IS TO THE LEFT. 

 

 
  LOOKING EAST AT PLAY AREA ON BORDER. FENCE IS AT BOTTOM LEFT OF PHOTO. 



 

2 

 

 
LOOKING NORTH AT PLAY AREA ON BORDER. FENCE LINE IS TO THE LEFT. 

 

 
LOOKING NORTH AT PLAY AREA ON BORDER. FENCE IS TO THE LEFT. 

 



 

3 

 
LOOKING SOUTH AT PLAY AREA ON BORDER. FENCE LINE IS TO RIGHT. 

 

 
LOOKING NORTH AT PLAY AREA ON BORDER. FENCE IS TO THE LEFT. 

 



 

4 

 
LOOKING SOUTH AT PLAY AREA ON BORDER. FENCE IS TO THE RIGHT. 

 

 
LOOKING NORTHEAST AT PLAY AREA ON BORDER. FENCE LINE IS AT BOTTOM 

LEFT OF PHOTO. 

 



 

5 

 
LOOKING SOUTH AT PLAY AREA DIRECTLY BEHIND ACOUSTICALLY PERMEABLE 

BORDER FENCE. 

 

 
LOOKING EAST WITH PLAY AREA DIRECTLY BEHIND PERFORATED FENCE. 

 



 

6 

 
LOOKING EAST WITH PLAY AREA DIRECTLY BEHIND FENCE. 

 

 
LOOKING EAST WITH PLAY AREA DIRECTLY BEHIND FENCE (AT BOTTOM LEFT OF 

PHOTO). 

 



 

7 

 
LOOKING EAST AT PLAY AREA. 

 

 
LOOKING EAST AT LOW BORDER FENCE IN P.O.’S PARKING LOT. ON A REGULAR 

BASIS, TRASH IS THROWN BY P.O. INTO HOMEOWNERS’ YARD. 



 

8 

Pacific Oaks’ Eastern Fence Line (with 691 La Loma Road) 

 
LOOKING SOUTH AT PLAY AREA ON BORDER. FENCE IS TO THE LEFT. PLATFORM 

IS ONLY 37” BELOW TOP OF FENCE. 

 

 
LOOKING SOUTH AT PLAY AREA. BORDER FENCE IS TO THE LEFT. 



 

9 

 

 
LOOKING WEST AT ROTTED (ACOUSTICALLY PERMEABLE) BORDER FENCE WITH 

SCHOOL CONDUIT ON HOMEOWNER’S SIDE. 

 

 
VIEW OF PLAY AREA AND WATER-TRAPPING CANOPY. BORDER FENCE IS AT 

LOWER LEFT. 



 

10 

 

 
LOOKING SOUTH AT PLAY AREA ON BORDER. FENCE LINE IS TO THE LEFT. THIS 

AREA HAS STANDING WATER FOR DAYS AT A TIME. 

 

 
LOOKING SOUTH AT PLAY AREA. DECKING AND SHEDS BUILT TO THE WALL. 

PERFORATED BORDER FENCE IS AT LEFT. 



 

11 

 

 
LOOKING NORTH AT STORAGE BUILT UP TO BORDER. FENCE IS TO RIGHT. 

 

 
VIEW OF KILN. NOTE FLAMMABLE MATERIAL AROUND KILN; NO SPRINKLERS IN 

STRUCTURE. UNKNOWN IF ELECTRICAL IS TO CODE AND PERMITTED. UNKNOWN 

IF STRUCTURE ENCLOSING KILN IS PERMITTED. 



 

12 

Pacific Oaks’ Northern and Eastern Fence Lines (with 706 W. California Blvd.) 

 
LOOKING EAST AT PLAY AREA ON BORDER. ACOUSTICALLY PERMEABLE FENCE IS 

TO THE LEFT. 

 

 
LOOKING WEST AT PLAY AREA. BORDER FENCE IS TO THE RIGHT. 



 

13 

 

 
LOOKING SOUTH AT PLAY AREA. BORDER FENCE IS AT BOTTOM OF PHOTO. 

 

 LOOKING SOUTHWEST AT PLAY AREA. BORDER FENCE IS JUST BELOW BOTTOM 

OF PHOTO. 

 



 

14 

 
LOOKING WEST AT GATHERING/PLAY AREA ON THE BORDER. ACOUSTICALLY 

PERMEABLE FENCE IS AT BOTTOM OF PHOTO. 

 

 LOOKING SOUTH AT GATHERING/PLAY AREA. BORDER FENCE IS TO THE LEFT. 

 



From:
To: Walker, Alison
Cc:
Subject: In Support of Pacific Oaks Children"s School
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 8:25:23 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?
id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>.
------------------------

As neighbors of and parents at Pacific Oaks Children’s School, we write joyfully in support of renewing the
conditional use permit for this longtime Pasadena institution and modern local gem. For eight decades Pacific Oaks
has served the neighborhood, city, and world through its college, and affiliated preschool, which acts as learning
center for emerging ideas in early childhood education and offers a daily sanctuary of enrichment and play for the
children who call it home.

The dedicated and tireless faculty and staff that guide their learning and development are as committed to the
students as the administration of the school is to living in peaceful and thriving coexistence with its neighbors. We
know the school is proud to abide by the rules set forth in its conditional use permit and is willing to act within
reason as needed to address issues, if any, as they arise.

What an amazing thing it is to have a place like Pacific Oaks Children’s School right here in our neighborhood. We
consider ourselves lucky to be part of this community everyday.

Warm Regards,
Julia and Eric Becker







From:
To: Walker, Aliso

Subject: Fwd: Pacific Oaks CUP hearing; is notice of notice of an agenda to come legal notice? Comment for hearing
officer et al.

Date: Tuesday, July 26, 2022 10:07:23 AM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

Greetings:

Thank you again for explaining to me on the phone how this process is working.  As I said, I
hope a couple of issues will receive consideration and possibly need to a further hearing.

You said that Pacific Oaks Preschoolhas been operating under a 1992 CUP that only specifies
the number of students allowed, 232, and has no conditions concerning any other aspect of its
operation, such as parking, noise levels, evening uses, etc., and that the hearing will invite
responses to any possible issue.  

These issues seem so broad and possibly impactful to the neighborhood that the notice and
time to be heard still seem to me inadequate under any standard and that specific notice of
specific proposals posted more broadly is required for a meaningful CUP to be adopted.

You said that existing code standards do not allow space for more specifics with more time to
react.  But for decisions of this scale, it might be better to allow for an initial public discussion
to focus specific proposals that can be meaningfully evaluated.  If changes to the City Code
are necessary, then I urge the Planning Department and City Council to consider them. Is there
a prohibition against using more space on the preliminary notice that is posted?  Of providing
more time for response for open-ended and unusually broad potential issues?  Can the Hearing
Officer respond to these questions?  Can the Director of City Planning.

Again, thank you for your time and courtesy and I look forward to a productive process to
consider the appropriate conditions for the Pacific Oaks Preschool in our neighborhood.

John Fauvre

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Walker, Alison" <awalker@cityofpasadena.net>
Date: July 25, 2022 at 5:33:15 PM PDT
To: John Fauvre
Subject: RE: Pacific Oaks CUP hearing; is notice of notice of an agenda to
come legal notice?



Hi John, 

I received your voicemail and will give you a call tomorrow at 9am.

Thank you,

Alison Walker
Planner | Current Planning (Zoning) Division
P. 626.744.6742 E. awalker@cityofpasadena.net 
Planning & Community Development Department
175 N. Garfield Ave | Pasadena, California 91101

-----Original Message-----
From: Walker, Alison 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2022 8:29 AM
To: John Fauvre 
Subject: RE: Pacific Oaks CUP hearing; is notice of notice of an agenda to come
legal notice?

Hi John, 

I would be happy to discuss with you over the phone. 

Could you please let me know the best number to reach you at and what a good
time to give you a call tomorrow would be?

Thank you,

Alison Walker
Planner | Current Planning (Zoning) Division P. 626.744.6742 E.
awalker@cityofpasadena.net Planning & Community Development Department
175 N. Garfield Ave | Pasadena, California 91101

-----Original Message-----
From: John Fauvre  
Sent: Saturday, July 23, 2022 10:35 AM
To: Walker, Alison <awalker@cityofpasadena.net>
Cc: Suzuki, Takako <tsuzuki@cityofpasadena.net>
Subject: Pacific Oaks CUP hearing; is notice of notice of an agenda to come legal
notice?

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you know the content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish



Alert Button. Learn more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?
id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>.
------------------------

Greetings:
I write in response to the posted notice of an unspecified CUP variance for Pacific
Oaks Children's School.  We are lifelong neighbors and part of the Pacific Oaks
community and therefore wonder what's up.  What are the changes proposed by
the City given as the project description in the posted notice?  There have been
rumors of rumors of concerns about loud children and too many faculty parking
on the streets, but nothing concrete.  Our neighborhood has a history of interest in
local projects and of objection to significant changes without a meaningful
opportunity to be heard.  The current notice just says an agenda will be available
on a website on July 29 for a hearing on August 3.  If there are any suggestions or
objections, it seems likely that the legal adequacy as well as the prudential respect
for the neighbors could be challenged.

Can you get out specific notice of the plan in time for comments?

Regards,

John Fauvre

Sent from my iPad



July 26, 2022 

Alison Walker 
City of Pasadena 

Dear Ms. Walker, 

I write this letter in support of Pacific Oaks Children’s School in anticipation of the 
approaching Permit Hearing on August 3rd, 2022. I am aware that the city has received 
numerous complaints from certain neighbors of the Pacific Oaks Children’s School campus 
about alleged disruptive noise levels, littering, bright lights, safety concerns, etc. within the 
Pacific Oaks Children’s School Community. These complaints could not be further from the 
truth. As a Pacific Oaks parent (my  3 year old daughter is in the Adventure Yard Program), I 
am on the campus nearly every weekday. The sounds of children playing in their yards are 
peaceful and extremely gentle. We do not litter. We are consistently conscientious and 
respectful of our neighbors. We as parents put our children in the hands of the school 
daily with incredible trust and confidence. We love this school. I love this school. To know 
that this excessive pushback and opposition from certain neighbors to the school is 
happening, and causing undue stress to the wonderful staff and faculty at the school, 
breaks my heart.  

As a community of families, teachers, and administrators, our values and behaviors do not 
align with the attacks and assumptions put upon us by certain campus neighbors. In 
addition, certain complaints are just factually false. Furthermore, the requests and 
demands they are seeking would be incredibly detrimental to this school. The children 
and teachers would lose so many opportunities to learn and grow without the campus 
yards, decks, and art studio.  The school should not be asked to take drastic measures in 
construction to block or separate the campus from its’ neighborhood. The meaningful 
history of this campus is a pillar of Pasadena, and must be preserved. Pacific Oaks 
Children’s School has already put so much work and funding into the campus in support of 
this permit. I am in full support of and will do whatever I can to ensure the renewal of the 
Conditional Use Permit so we may continue growing and nourishing our beautiful 
community, especially our children. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy Beatty

Dorothy Beatty

           





July 28, 2022 

 

Alison Walker 

Planner 

City of Pasadena 

 

Dear Ms. Walker, 

 

We appreciate you taking the time to read our letter of support for Pacific Oaks Children’s 

School. 

 

We are two professionals who have lived in the area and worked in local organizations (City of 

Hope Medical Center, USC, and UCLA) for over 30 years. We believe in the value of 

neighborhoods that create environments conducive to a healthy and rich life for people of all 

ages. Educational centers, all the way from early childhood through graduate education are 

pivotal for a diverse and culturally rich neighborhood. 

 

Our community is dangerously trending toward less diversity in multiple factors including age. 

Obviously, a discussion of the other factors is beyond the scope of this letter. However, we 

believe that we need to focus in what we can do and in this case, this trend is partially caused 

by the lack of services for children, especially those who are under five. As you must be aware, 

this is an urgent crisis that goes beyond the City of Pasadena. I have been a board member of 

Families Forward Learning Center for over 15 years. I was also President of the Board of 

Directors. The shortage of this type of top-quality early childhood care center can be seen by 

the perpetual long wait lists we have for local families with young children on all these highly 

qualified early childhood educational facilities. Pacific Oaks Children’s School does not 

necessarily serve the isolated and underserved population, as Families Forward does, but it also 

provides top quality education to the local under five age group. The existence of these long 

wait lists implies that many of these local children are growing without the necessary access to 



a healthy and highly qualified early education center. All children, no matter their background 

deserve to go to school close to their homes, and in environments that are clean, educationally 

rich and with access to healthy outdoors experiences. 

 

We thank you for your consideration and urge the Planning Department to renew the School’s 

Conditional Use Permit without affecting its current operations, play structures, or financial 

viability. Please note that the school responsibly operates in compliance with all city codes and 

regulations. For example, all decks and playground structures are in compliance of city setback 

rules and the parking lot lights were installed as part of recent ADA upgrades required by the 

city. Our neighborhood is tremendously enriched by the existence of Pacific Oaks Children’s 

School, and we hope it can continue being the value it is to many more generations of children. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

I.Benjamin Paz M.D., Sylvia Heumann Paz Ph.D. 

 

 





July 30, 2022

City of Pasadena
c/o Allison Walker
Planning and Community Development Department
Planning Division, Current Planning Section
175 North Garfield Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to offer my unequivocal support of Pacific Oaks Children’s School.  

My 4 year old daughter is currently going into her third year at the school.  Since my daughter’s infancy 
Pacific Oaks has been foundational in her development as a responsible, thoughtful and kind young person.  
It is without question the central pillar in her social life, and in ours as a family, by extension.

I first learned of Pacific Oaks Children’s School through friends who had sent their kids there.  One can 
recognize in school’s alumni a sense of purpose and responsibility for their role in the community at large.   

The accusations and mischaracterizations levied by neighbors against the school are alien to anything we 
have seen or heard in our 3 years as parents.   The neighbors’ demands seem designed to undermine the 
school’s ability to provide a safe and stable learning environment for our children.  During our time there, the 
school’s leadership have managed and navigated every issue we have encountered in a way that is 
respectful, honorable, and transparent - the same values that they instill in our children.  

Pacific Oaks Children’s School is the essential first step in the education of our daughter and countless 
others who have come before her and will come after her.  It is without question a generative source of good 
for the community.  By fostering the growth of strong and conscientious children, the school has an 
incalculably positive effect on this entire region of the city.  

I would be more than happy to elaborate on my experience further via email or phone, as listed below.

Sincerely,

Patrick Daughters
Parent





 

 

 

July 31, 2022 

 

RE:  CUP re Pacific Oaks College and Children School 

 

I am writing as a neighbor of Pacific Oaks Children School (P.O.).  I live on South 

Arroyo Boulevard, 1/2 block away from the school, and have for 40 years. I feel that P.O. 

is an integral part of our neighborhood as it has been for over 80 years, providing 

excellent child centered nurturing indoor/outdoor education for young children.   Our 

three children all attended Pacific Oaks preschool in the 1970s and 1980s, and I still 

enjoy visiting P.O. on its festival day to see the beautiful yards, activities and families 

enjoying such a special place.  

 

There is actually much less activity at P.O. now than a couple of decades ago when it 

housed both the college and the children’s school with college classes day and night, 

visits to the college library, and many parent events for the children.  I am actually 

surprised that neighbors who live adjacent to the school, knowing this when they 

purchased their homes, are surprised to hear children’s voices and see play structures in 

the yards.  Pacific Oaks has been a model for preschools all over the country for its age 

appropriate, curriculum focused play structures, as well as its curriculum. 

 

I have read the recommendations of Staff and have several comments: 

 

1)  Limiting outdoor time for toddlers to 60 minutes is outrageous.  P.O. is known for its 

early childhood education which incorporates indoor/outdoor learning  experiences.  

It seems entirely unreasonable to place a restriction of 60 minutes on outdoor learning 

in an infant toddler program, and especially during this Covid pandemic. 

2) Moving a play structure a couple of feet seems very petty to me and an unnecessary 

expense for the school.    How can it harm the neighborhood that a play structure may 

be located a few feet from an arbitrary set back as it is safely enclosed inside the play 

yard? 

3) Regarding children drop off—for the most part parents park in the parking lot and, if 

on the street, it is only momentary.  As I walk the neighborhood every day, I see many 

people park on California or S. Arroyo for hours to walk their dogs or hike in the Arroyo.  

It is never a problem. 

 

I do hope that Pacific Oaks and the City can reasonably solve these issues. 

 

Joan H. Fauvre 

 



July 27, 2022 
 
Attn: Paul Novak, Zoning Hearing Officer 
Re: Complaints about Pacific Oaks Children’s School CUP 
 
 
Dear Mr. Novak: 
 
Shirley Chisholm was a preschool teacher who earned a master’s degree from Columbia in early 
childhood education in 1951. Approximately 14 years later, she became the first African American 
woman in Congress and the first woman and African American to seek a nomination for president of the 
United States. 
 
Chisholm was an educator first, a legislator second and an American hero beyond all. 
 
I not only launch this letter with a nod to Chisholm, because she fathomed the titanic power of visionary 
early learning, I also does so because she appreciated how such learning could strengthen communities. 
 
Chisholm said, “You don't make progress by standing on the sidelines, whimpering and complaining. You 
make progress by implementing ideas.” 
 
Pacific Oaks Children’s School has been trading in visionary ideas since the 1950s. These ideas have 
transformed young souls into engaged citizens of the world.  
 
One of the primary catalysts of the POCS philosophy is Louise Derman-Sparks who worked for over 60 
years on issues of diversity and social justice as a preschool teacher, activist and human development 
faculty member at Pacific Oaks College. 
 
Derman-Sparks said, “Anti-bias endeavors are part of a proud and long educational tradition — one that 
continues to seek and to make the dream of justice and equality a reality. It happens day by day, and 
calls on our best teaching, relationships and leadership skills.”  
 
These two education and community heroes believed deeply in the tenets that shore up the POCS 
philosophy. Peace. Simplicity. Integrity. Community. Equality. Opportunity. Social justice. Love. 
 
I recently learned that members of the very community that borders POCS have been vigorously if not 
incessantly “standing on the sidelines, complaining” about the sounds of children learning, exploring, 
creating, sharing and evolving on the hallowed school grounds.  
 
I recently learned these same community members have been vigorously if not incessantly “standing on 
the sidelines, complaining” about the school’s magnificent historical and foundational structures upon 
which this “proud and long educational tradition” has elevated child and community development since 
the time when this nation began to heal from the devastating social effects of World War II.  
 
As a former POCS parent (2016-18) and as a Pasadena community member, I first ask if these 
community members attended schools without neighbors? Did their parents foment discord simply 
because teachers taught, children learned and communities included institutions that endowed them?  
 



Of course not. 
 
When folks with too much time on their hands consider their real estate value before their real purpose 
or their address as superior to that of a neighbor, this is when communities fracture. This is when 
children suffer. This is when we fail to “make progress” and we fail to “make the dream of justice and 
equality a reality.” 
 
Such folks invested in their properties knowingly, willingly. Not to mention, POCS has not suddenly 
amped up the volume of child voices or expanded its footprint beyond the scope of its entitlement. It is 
doing what it always did: “Call on our best teaching, relationships and leadership skills.” 
 
On a personal note, Coretta Scott King said, “The greatness of a community is most accurately measured 
by the compassionate actions of its members.” In the wake of my 6-year-old daughter’s horrific death at 
a local summer camp in 2019 and the recent and also horrific deaths of my wife and mother, POCS 
community members have been exceedingly compassionate.   
 
My life without my loves is now profoundly grueling. The child health and safety work that I continue to 
do honors the colossal love that I did have and the parents and children that deserve to have bright 
tomorrows in absence of the suffering that my family has endured. POCS parents and children are 
certainly part of that family for which my foundation will continue to care. 
 
I understand pain, likely more than most. This is why I implore the vexed community members to put 
their “pains” in perspective.  
 
I implore them to dust off the cobwebs of their memory banks and spend a few moments recalling what 
it was like to be a child and a young adult and a young parent… the entire beautifully messy world at 
their fingertips.  
 
I implore them to understand just how brief this life journey is.  
 
And, I ultimately implore them to replace their campaign to make matters worse with a campaign to 
make matters better for generations that hold the keys to a better world. 
 
Protect and support POCS and those generations. 
 
 
 
Warmly, 

 
Doug Forbes 
 
 
 



July 31, 2022

Alison Walker
Case Planner for Modification of Conditional Use Permit #2506
City of Pasadena - Planning & Community Development Department

Dear Ms. Walker,

I submit this letter in strong support of the approval of the CUP #2506 that allows for Pacific
Oaks Children School to continue to operate in the current location. Pacific Oaks Children
School is an asset to the community and shall be preserved as is, as a model of early childhood
education with outstanding care and respect for the City of Pasadena and surrounding
communities.

I live in South Pasadena, about 1.5 miles south of the school, and my daughter attends their
preschool program half day. As I enrolled my daughter, they were very clear about rules and
staggered drop-off and pick-up times, as well as not parking on the streets. As an urban planner
myself, I have a good understanding of the importance of having a good relationship with
neighboring properties and I found it very respectful of the school towards the neighbors.

I believe that the quality of early childhood education provided by Pacific Oaks is strong and
unique due to three main factors: First, the outstanding quality of their teachers, trainees and
staff; Second, the unparalleled unique campus rich with history, lush trees and outdoor space;
Third, the sense of community that the school fosters among parents, families and teachers.

I hope the approval of CUP #2506 allows POCS to continue their excellent work offering the
outdoor spaces and community fostering events that have been so valuable to the kids'
education, families and the community.

Sincerely,

Carolina Santoro



From:
To: Walker, Alison
Subject: Staff Report Modification of Conditional Use Permit #2506 Pacific Oaks
Date: Sunday, July 31, 2022 11:05:05 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more...<https://mydoit.cityofpasadena.net/sp?
id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0010263>.
------------------------

Regarding Proposed Condition #21: Saturday Infant/Toddler Parent Education Saturday Program:
Limiting the outdoor time to only 60 minutes is completely inappropriate for the developmental needs of infants and
toddlers.  Children already spend too much time indoors and outdoor play is critical to a small child’s development. 
For decades, Pacific Oaks Children’s School has been a model program for the field of early childhood education. 
Their unique philosophy incorporates the value and benefits provided from a simultaneous indoor/outdoor
educational program.  Limiting the time of outdoor play is inappropriate for any children’s program, but especially
so during this time of continuing COVID contagion. I urge the commission to remove the restriction on outdoor
time so that parents and children can experience the full benefits of a high quality early childhood program.
Sincerely,
Dianne Philibosian, Ph.D.
Professor Emerita
College of Health and Human Development
California State University, Northrige





Yours sincerely,

Ruth Anne Hammond, M.A.
(she/her)

RIE® Mentor™
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