
 

TINAPAYNE BRYSON 

 

August 2, 2022 

Alison Walker 

RE: Modification of CUP 2506 (Pacific Oaks Preschool) 

City of Pasadena  

Pasadena, CA 91101 

Dear Alison Walker: 

Thank you for your time and attention to the issues surrounding the modification of the CUP at 

Pacific Oaks Preschool (PO). I’d like to begin by saying that I love that there is a preschool in 

our neighborhood. Schools are an important part of our community and I support the 

educational mission of PO. I appreciate the quality of care for the children they serve, and 

recommend the school to families who are seeking a great school. I also love the community 

and education that they provide to parents. (In fact, as a child development and mental 

health specialist and author on parenting and brain development, I’ve done some speaking 

and education for parents and professionals at PO over the years.)  

As neighbors almost directly across the street from PO, we’d like to request that PO operate 

within the limits and regulations of their CUP, abide by the requirements of the city, and that 

they simply do what they’re allowed to do, and not continue to violate the basic zoning 

code in our single family residential neighborhood. As a professional who works as a child 

development specialist and school counselor at another private Preschool-6th grade school in 

our community, I know that carrying out an educational mission while operating in a way that 

complies with their zoning and CUP regulations is a very minimal expectation that other 

schools are able to abide by, and they should be held accountable to rules and regulations 

of what is appropriate in our small neighborhood.  

PO has not been a good neighbor in several ways. The following are a few of the ways their 

violations impact us as neighbors: 
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o Violating the Pasadena Noise Ordinance. 

o Their staff park on our street, including in front of neighbors’ houses during 

School hours, instead of in the school parking lot on California Boulevard as 

required by the Code. This interferes with having enough parking for the people 

who visit us, work on our homes, etc. This is especially difficult on trash days 

when there is even less space available. 

o They’ve increased enrollment to levels that the neighborhood is impacted 

consistently and negatively by traffic, parking congestion, and increased noise 

levels. We intentionally moved to this street to live on a quiet street, and it seems 

like it continually gets worse. 

o They’ve ignored set-back requirements and have built play structures that 

directly abut neighbors’ property lines, which leads increase noise levels.  

o They’ve erected parking lot lighting with excessive glare into our neighboring 

houses and outside the street that is disruptive. 

As the Founder and CEO of a large child-centered educational and therapeutic business in 

Pasadena with over 40 employees, I know that any business can impact our community in 

positive ways AND be good neighbors who comply with City requirements. 

We respectfully request that the City ensure that PO is required to comply with the rules and 

regulations already placed upon them, that the City hold them accountable for their 

violations that impact our neighborhood negatively, and that you not expand their CUP.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

T ina Payne Bryson, LCSW, PhD 

 







COMMENT: The existing elevation of the sidewalk on the La Loma St. side is lower than the 
property side of the wall. To be of use the wall should be five feet above the property side.

10. The school’s total enrollment shall be limited to 233 students (full-time and part-time). 
COMMENT: Assuming this is in compliance with requirements for similar day care 
centers in single family residential neighbors in other parts of the city of Pasadena.

23. Per calendar year, weekday evening events shall be limited as follows:  One (1) end-of-
year event, with an attendance of no more than 300 people. COMMENT: How will this be 
monitored?

24. In addition to the Saturday Infant/Toddler Parent Education classes, a maximum of 12
weekend events shall be permitted per calendar year and shall be limited as follows:
- 10 other events, with an attendance of no more than 40 people at each event. COMMENT: 

what are the “10 other events” ?

In conclusion, I am not completely aware of the schools goals and mission but I believe, in 
general, the school wishes to be a good neighbor. But Pacific Oaks has not made any 
significant outreach to the neighborhood. Which might help.

As mentioned above the Staff Report, Analysis and Attachment B are thorough and well done. 
However, more commentary from the public hearing from the school/day care and neighborhood 
should provide additional information for the proposed conditions.





by 5:00 pm. This is an ample window to conduct maintenance, staff meetings, parent
meetings, and instruction, etc.
Pacific Oaks should not be permitted to operate classes (specifically non-nursery school
classes, i.e., college classes) or hold any events or any activities after 5:00 pm during
weekdays or at any time on weekends at this neighborhood campus with the sole two
exceptions of the Barn Raising event and Spring Benefit. Holding additional courses, classes,
events, activities, or maintenance work on evenings and weekends means that the operations
and ambition have outgrown the neighborhood. We fully support Pacific Oaks if it wishes to
pursue additional services in the Pasadena community, it just must pursue these additional
services at a different location to preserve the integrity of our neighborhood and not impose
on the families living in our neighborhood.

 
Thank you for your careful consideration of these requests.
 
 
Best regards,

Jason & Sarah Schoettler



From:
To: Walker, Alison
Cc:
Subject: Support for Pacific Oaks Children"s School from Toni Boucher
Date: Wednesday, August 3, 2022 10:42:04 AM

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the
content is safe.  Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

Dear Ms. Walker,
 
Please see public comment to share with the hearing officer from Toni Boucher below:
 
Pacific Oaks is nationally and internationally recognized as a leader in early childhood
education. Central to this success is the community of generations of children, families, and
staff that claim Pacific Oaks as their own. It is concerning to hear that neighbors lack the
capacity to value and appreciate the joyful noise of children and grownups growing and
learning together during the most formative stages of children’s lives. Pacific Oaks changes
lives for the better which makes the city a better place for all of us.
 
Toni Boucher
Retired Executive Director, Altadena Children's Center
Chair, Child Care Directors' Alliance, Options for Learning
 
Warm regards,
 
Phi-Phi
 
Phi-Phi Chang Anderton
Manager of Admissions, Enrollment, and Operations
Pacific Oaks Children's School
Pronouns: she~her~hers
StrengthsFinder 2.0: Connectedness~Positivity~Learner~Responsibility~Achiever
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