
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                    
DATE:  September 22, 2022     
 
TO:   Transportation Advisory Commission 
      
FROM:  Laura Rubio-Cornejo, Director of Transportation 
 
SUBJECT: INFORMATION ITEM:  Walktober 2022 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
October is traditionally a pedestrian-oriented month in transportation safety as it is the 
month of National Walk to School Day, the family-friendly walking-based day of Halloween, 
and a time of generally comfortable weather. Also, as days begin to get darker earlier, 
there is an increasing need to emphasize pedestrian safety. In an effort to highlight the 
health and community benefits of walking, towns and cities across the country organize 
walking events throughout October in efforts known as Walktober.  
 
In previous years, Pasadena residents have organized their own Walktober events on a 
volunteer basis. These grassroots events were warmly accepted by local residents, 
institutions, and businesses, as they highlight local attractions in a relaxing and healthy 
manner. The City of Pasadena saw value in supporting Walktober events and leading 
them as City-sponsored events through planning and funding.  
 
WALKTOBER EVENT PLANNING 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) brought Day One Inc. under contract to support 
and assist with the planning and implementation of Walktober events. Working closely with 
DOT, Day One will help coordinate activities with Council Offices, City institutions such as 
Pasadena Unified School District (PUSD), the Playhouse Village Association, and others. 
Activities will include partnering events with the NAACP, Audubon Society, and Pasadena 
Water and Power.  
 
National Walk to School Day is an annual one-day event aimed at building awareness for 
the need for walkable communities. DOT has engaged directly with PUSD to plan the 
walks and has partnered with the Pasadena Police Department to ensure the success of 
this event. This interagency and interdepartmental coordination is key to the program’s 
success. It should be noted, that this year’s National Walk to School Day is scheduled for 
October 12, 2022, the second Wednesday of October, rather than the traditional first 
Wednesday of October due to an overlap with Yom Kippur. 
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SAFE SYSTEM APPROACH 
 
DOT has recently implemented a Safe System Approach to traffic safety, based on 
national guidance from the Federal Highway Administration. Walktober aligns with and 
advances the Safe System Approach by building and reinforcing a comprehensive 
approach to make places safer for people. A key safe system principle is that safety is 
proactive. Walktober represents a proactive approach to traffic safety by encouraging 
walking as an alternative to motorized travel. Additionally, one of the elements of the 
approach to safety is the development of safe road users. By encouraging walking through 
events and education, Walktober raises awareness in both pedestrians and motorists who 
use the street network of safe walking and driving habits. 
 
NEXT STEPS: 
 
Walktober programming is being finalized. Details about scheduled events will be posted 
on a Walktober website currently under development. Events will be publicized through 
local media, City of Pasadena and Department of Transportation social media accounts, 
and community newsletters prior to October 1st. Day One will also publicize information on 
their social media accounts. 

 

 
Prepared by:       Approved by: 
 
 
 
Donson Liu       Laura Rubio-Cornejo 
Associate Engineer      Director of Transportation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


