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September 23, 2022 
 
 
City of Pasadena Design Commission 
Attn: Michi Takeda 
Hale Building 
175 N. Garfield Ave., 2nd Floor 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 
Re: 280 Ramona St. 
 
Dear Members of the Design Commission, 
  
Pasadena Heritage appreciates having had the opportunity to meet with the project 
owners and design team to discuss and comment on the project as it has evolved. 
 
Our focus, as always, is to see a beautiful new building on this site that is a worthy 
contributor to the Civic Center, respects the Bennett Plan, and is compatible with the 
surrounding historic buildings. 
 
Having reviewed that latest iteration of the project, we have the following comments which 
we hope you will consider as you review the project: 
 
The design of the Holly, Garfield and Ramona facades of the building have evolved nicely, in 
our opinion, and we support the current overall design approach, organization of the 
facades, fenestration and detailing as presented. We believe these facades read as 
residential and also present a dignified, elegant face to the streets that is appropriate in the 
Civic Center. 
 
Although members of our review committee were not at first comfortable with the new 
twin tower approach to the dominant corner entry, the entry has evolved to a point we 
find this concept an acceptable solution. We believe that further design development can 
achieve better integration of this corner with the rest of the building and that refinement of 
the design is needed, but the concept presents a strong statement with improved visibility 
into the building which is a positive.  
 
We do not object to eliminating the underground parking for this project, as long as a 
proper, efficient pickup/dropoff can be created and safe, nearby parking is provided for 
residents who have and need their cars as well as employees and guests. The Ramona 
parking structure immediately to the north is a good solution for this parking. We 
understand that this will represent a substantial savings for the project and hope it allows 
for continued focus on quality materials and construction which are essential, especially for 
a Civic Center building. We also hope that removing the subterranean garage will allow for 
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trees in the courtyard to be planted in native soil, providing more adequate shade and 
water infiltration. 
 
We appreciate the extra time and attention given by the sub-committee and city staff who 
have worked closely with the owners and architects to arrive at this updated project 
design. We believe it meets the thresholds for Concept Design Review and that further 
refinement can be achieved for Final Design Review. 
 
We look forward to hearing the Design Commission’s suggestions, thank the architectural 
team and client for asking for our input throughout the process. 
 
Sincerely,  

                                                                  
Susan N. Mossman     Andrew Salimian 
Executive Director     Preservation Director 
 


