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Hi Alex, 

I hope you are doing well! 

If possible, I would appreciate it if you could distribute the following letter, along with the attached info sheet, to the 

TAC in advance of tomorrow's TAC meeting. 

Thank you! 

- jonah

*** 

Chair Camhi and Transportation Advisory Commissioners, 

The Pasadena Complete Streets Coalition has been meeting over the last few months to review the Concept Plans for 

the Greenways Feasibility Study, using a meeting-on-wheels format. We look forward to submitting a block-by-block and 

intersection-by-intersection review of the Concept Plans, with detailed suggestions. As active users of Pasadena's 
streets, we are happy to provide this sort of feedback. 

However, while we hope our feedback is useful, we believe that in order for the Greenways to actually provide safe 

routes for riders of all ages and abilities, the Greenways should be designed by a traffic engineer to the NACTO 

Standards for an All Ages and Abilities (AAA) Network. NACTO criteria for how to design a Greenway for All Ages and 

Abilities include: 

* Car speeds of less than 25 MPH, with recommended speeds of under 20 MPH
* Average traffic volumes of less than 1500 vehicles per day

Additional criteria are included in the NACTO design guide: 
https :// nacto .o rg/wp-co ntent/ u ploads/2017 / 12/NACTO Designing-for-AI I-Ages-A bi I ities. pdf 

. The Greenways should adhere·to this national standard. 

We respectfully request that TAC ask that staff place an item on the agenda for the February meeting for TAC to review 

and potentially vote on a resolution recommending that the City Council adopt these standards for the Greenways. 

Thank you, 

Jonah Kanner 
On Behalf of the Pasadena Complete Streets Coalition 
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All Ages and Abilities Bike Network 

Riding a bike should be safe and comfortable for everyone, 

including: 

• Women

• Children

• Seniors

• Low-income Riders

• People with disabilities

• Students

"Streets that are safe and comfortable for AU Ages & 

Abilities bicycling are critical for urban mobility." 

- The National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO)

Thousands of people ride on Pasadena streets daily. People choose active transportation 

like bikes and scooters for a variety of reasons: for reliable transportation to work, school and 

errands; for cleaner air; to stay active; or to save money. Micro-mobility vehicles provide fast, 

affordable transportation to get around town. 

In addition, there are more people in Pasadena who would like to ride a bike sometimes, but 

drive instead, because the streets seem unsafe - perhaps you are one of these people yourself! 

In national surveys, half of Americans are in this category - reporting they would ride more often 

if they had safe places to do so. That's potentially a lot of trips by bike, and a lot less traffic on 

the roads. 



Research shows that active transportation is: 

Good for Business 

• People walking and biking are more likely to eat out and shop

• Multiple studies show that high-quality bike routes increase sales at businesses and

restaurants

Good for Equity 

• Creating safer options means creating affordable options, making transportation

equitable for Pasadena residents of all income levels.

• Owning a car costs an average of $7,000 - $9,000 dollars per year. Working families in

Pasadena sometimes have to choose between fixing a car or feeding their families.

• Bicycling in Pasadena is often faster and more flexible than waiting for a bus.

• Using all of our street space for cars is deeply unjust, ignoring the transportation

needs of thousands of residents

Good for Drivers 

• Cities with protected bike lanes often have improved traffic flow for cars; traffic moves

better when pedestrians, cyclists and drivers are separated.

• Those cities that have protected bike lanes experienced fewer collisions for all road

users, particularly motorists.

Good for Health 

• Transportation is the largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in Pasadena.

• More options for safe biking will mean cleaner air and less noise pollution.

• Regular moderate exercise, like biking and walking, have major health benefits,

including reduced risk of obesity, heart disease, and depression.

Making space for cars 

An important use of streets is to drive and park cars. 

When designing an All Ages and Abilities (AAA) Network, it is important to designate spaces to 

prioritize fast cars, as well as places to prioritize safe biking. We think a good goal would be to 

designate 10% of street space for AAA transportation (like protected bike lanes and 

Greenways), and use 90% of street space to prioritize car movement and parking. By our 

estimate, at present Pasadena uses far less than 10% of street space for an AAA network. We 

believe designing 10% of street space for AAA transportation would make a huge difference for 

micro-mobility, and would support free movement and parking of cars. In fact, some studies 

have shown that separating bikes and cars actually improves traffic flow, so the AAA network 



can provide a real benefit for traffic. It is important to remember that more trips by bike can lead 

to less traffic and more available parking spaces for everyone. 

A meaningful AAA network requires that the small fraction of street space prioritizing 

bikes have the highest standards of comfort and safety. Having high safety standards on 

a small number of streets will not prevent driving or parking in Pasadena. 

Greenways 

For example, Pasadena is creating 4 north-south Greenways that prioritize biking, compared 

to roughly 40 north-south streets that prioritize cars, including Fair Oaks, Raymond, Arroyo 

Parkway, Lake, Hill, Allen, Altadena Drive, and Sierra Madre Blvd. Given the number of high 

volume streets available to drivers, there is simply no reason to not build the Greenways to a 

high standard of safety and comfort. 

NACTO presents clear criteria for how to design a Greenway for All Ages and Abilities, 

including: 

• Car speeds of less than 25 MPH, with recommended speeds of under 20 MPH

• Average traffic volumes of less than 1500 vehicles per day

The Greenways should adhere to this national standard. 

Building the Greenways to comply with NACTO criteria for AAA bicycle boulevards will make 

these streets better for everyone. Collisions will be reduced, improving safety both for drivers 

and pedestrians. Businesses along the corridors will have a more pedestrian-friendly street 

leading to their front doors. And - most importantly - the residents along these streets will enjoy 

living on safe, quiet neighborhood streets. 

Protected Bike Lanes 

Protected bike lanes use physical barriers to separate people riding bikes and cars. 

Pasadena will get its first protected bike lane on Union Street in 2023. Multiple national surveys 

of adults show that more than 80% of Americans prefer riding a bike in a protected bike, 

and very few care to ride in streets next to cars. Pasadena would greatly benefit from adding 

additional protected bike lanes. 

The Greenways will provide key N/S connections to the E/W protected bike lane on Union 

Street. If the Greenways are built to a high standard of safety, this connection will begin a 

AAA network comprising Union Street, El Molino, and Wilson, allowing residents who live north 

of the 210 to more easily access Old Pasadena. 



Update Outdated Designs 

Pasadena currently includes a number of outdated bikeway designs. For example, Corson, 

Maple, and Sierra Madre Blvd are all high speed roads that include outdated "traditional" bike 

lanes. Dangerous routes like this should be updated to include modern buffered and/or 

protected bike lanes 
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