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BIRTH OF A CITY



Pasadena City Seal



BOUNDARIES



The Indiana Colony
• The Indiana Colony refers to a group of Indiana residents who settled the area known today as Pasadena, 

California. The group was incorporated on January 31, 1874, by Indiana residents who sought warmer 
weather after the exceptionally cold winter of 1872–73. The settlers met in the home of Thomas Elliott 
and Daniel Berry was selected to visit Southern California with a direction to find suitable land at a 
suitable price.

• Berry visited San Diego, Anaheim, San Fernando, Rancho Santa Anita and Rancho San Pasqual. After 
meeting Judge Benjamin Eaton and Benjamin Davis "Don Benito" Wilson, he was able to negotiate the 
purchase of lands in the eastern part of Rancho San Pasqual near the Arroyo Seco. The recession of 
1873 caused a few initial investors to withdraw from the settlement plans. Berry immediately 
reincorporated the company into the Southern California Orange Grove Association, enlisting any 
interested parties and salvaging the purchasing power of the settlement.

• The nearly 4,000-acre (16 km2) property would become The Indiana Colony, the genesis of present-
day Pasadena, California.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pasadena,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Diego,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaheim,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Fernando,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rancho_Santa_Anita
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rancho_San_Pascual
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_S._Eaton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Davis_Wilson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arroyo_Seco_(Los_Angeles_County)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panic_of_1873
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pasadena,_California


SAN GABRIEL VALLEY RAILROAD

• People of Pasadena celebrating the opening of the Los Angeles and San Gabriel 
Valley Railroad with a parade on September 30, 1886 on Colorado Street.



ROSE BOWL STADIUM CONSTRUCTION

• The Rose Bowl construction from 1921 to 1922

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=The+Rose+Bowl&FORM=IDBBCQ


HORACE DOBBINS CALIFORNIA CYCLEWAY



Richard H. Chambers
The Ninth circuit court of Appeals



Devil’s Gate



THE ARROYO SECO AND  LA LOMA BRIDGE



JPL CONTROL ROOM



Mills Place Original Plaque
The plaque provides information on a violent incident 145 years ago that destroyed portions of the city’s Chinese district.

The plaque provides information on a violent incident 137 years ago that destroyed portions of the city’s Chi



Excerpts from the 1885 riot
• The plaque provides information on a violent incident 145 years ago that destroyed portions of the city’s Chinese district.
• “Dedicated to the memory of Yuen Kee laundry and the early Chinese settlers of Pasadena who helped build railroads, 

labored on the citrus and grape farms and established successful businesses. 
• On November 6, 1885, a mob threw stones into the laundry, breaking a kerosene lamp that burned the building down. The 

next day, the city barred all Chinese immigrants from living in the central portion of the city,” the new language states.
• Problems began in 1883 soon after Yuen Kee moved his laundry, which was the first Chinese-owned business in Pasadena, to 

Mills Street, now called Mills Place in present-day Old Pasadena. There Kee rented a 544 square-foot building from Jacob 
Hisey, a trustee of the Pasadena Presbyterian Church.

• Soon other Chinese entrepreneurs started businesses on Mills Street.
• The fire was caused by a white mob that, according to the story, “turned Pasadena’s Chinatown into an inferno, obliterating 

it from the landscape, and, for many years, from the history books as well.”
• Matt Hormann wrote (Pasadena Now 2015) that “Over the course of 24 hours, enraged racists drove Pasadena’s 60 to 100 

Chinese citizens from the city in an ordeal that began with a dropped cigar and culminated in threats of a mass lynching.”
• In 1884, the Pasadena & Valley Union, the city’s only newspaper at the time, began publishing racist articles that called the 

Chinese “an objectionable class” whose immigration “ought to be restricted.”
• The day after the fire, Chinese business owners returned to find an effigy of a Chinese man lynched from a telegraph pole 

across the street. At the same time, city officials were drafting an ordinance to ban Chinese people from parts of Pasadena.
• “That it is the sentiment of this community that no Chinese quarters be allowed within the following limits of Pasadena: 

Orange Grove and Lake avenues, California St. and Mountain Avenue,” the ordinance read.
• Chinese were warned to leave the city within 24 hours or they would “call out the crowd, and they would run the Chinese 

out by force.”
• Fearing for their lives, Pasadena’s Chinese residents left town.



Negro Canyon



Pasadena
Black Historical 

Families



Jones Family House Cleaning Co.



MacAfee and Sons Transfer Service



Unknown Shoe shine parlor



In 1936, Mack Robinson, the brother of Jackie Robinson, went to the Olympic Games, 
finishing second to Jesse Owens in the 200 meters dash.



GROWING PAINS



Santa Anita Park Interment camp
• In 2023, Many Japanese-Americans who lived through years of imprisonment in camps around the country during World 

War II still carry with them the scars of their experience.
• Families lost their homes, communities were destroyed, and some lost their lives. Many were temporarily detained at Santa 

Anita Park before being shipped to War Relocation Authority camps in Heart Mountain, Wyoming; Manzanar, California; 
Poston, Arizona; Rohwer, Arkansas, and other desolate areas of the country.

• “They were forced to live in horse stalls and barracks at the Arcadia racetrack
• At its peak, the Santa Anita Assembly Center housed more than 19,000 people from across Southern California and as far 

north as Salinas for several months in 1942 while more permanent camps were being built. The temporary camp was the 
largest and longest-occupied of all the assembly centers and was the only center to run a camouflage net factory, according 
to Densho, a nonprofit organization documenting Japanese-American history.

• Sitting around tables in the central hall at the museum, which sits on the site of one of the pickup points where Japanese-
Americans were ordered to report to be bused to the camps. 

• “When we first went to Santa Anita the shower buildings weren’t built yet and so we had to shower where the horses were 
showering,” said Mr. Ito, whose son Judge Lance Ito presided over the trial in the O.J. Simpson murder case. “The horses 
didn’t mind if their hooves got muddy, but we sure did, so we had to scrounge for scrap lumber and make shower clogs.”

• After the war ended, Bill Shishima, who was 14 at the time, found a job working on a rabbit farm in Lomita and his 16-year-
old brother worked as a housekeeper in Silver Lake, while his father looked for a home for the family.

• “We just took it in stride,” said Shishima, of Monterey Park.
• Coming home was difficult for Ito’s family, too.
• Her father committed suicide after he was unable to get his job back when he returned to Los Angeles.
• “Oh, I miss him so much,” Ito said through tears.



Horse stalls as Living Quarters
Santa Anita Race Park



THE SOCIAL STATUS OF THE NEGRO IN 
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA

A Thesis Presented to the Faculty of the Department of Sociology The 

University of Southern California In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

for the Degree Master of Arts 

by James E. Crimi June 1941



DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED “Social status”.
Page 4-5

• DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED “Social status”: A concise, but adequate, definition of the term 
"social status” is that given by *Bogardus, "the personal rating given one person by his 
fellows" *Emory S. Bogardus, Immigration and Race Attitudes (New York: D. C. Heath and 
Company - 1928/,p. 30.

• Thus defined, social status has its origins to a large extent in the mores, and is revealed 
constantly through the voice of public opinion. In the present study the term refers specifically 
to the standing of the Negroes of Pasadena in the eyes of the rest of the community. 

• The Negro: It is not essential for the purpose of this study to define the word “Negro" in terns 
of biological Inheritance. The social nature of the problem makes it necessary to accept the 
decision of the community on the subject of race, whether or not this decision is biologically 
accurate. In other words, we are concerned here with the race with which individuals are 
identified socially, not scientifically. Thus, the term “Negro" will be used here to refer only to 
individuals who are looked upon by the community as belonging to the Negro group. 

• ORGANIZATION AND TECHNIQUES OF THE STUDY 
• The two chief objectives of the study were (1) to discover the attitudes of the White citizens 

toward the Negroes, and (2) to discover the reactions of the Negroes to the status imputed to 
them by the Whites



Crimi Thesis Pages 55-63

• Attitudes toward Negro Neighbors . . . . . . 
• Attitudes toward Negro Segregation . . . . . 
• Preference in Regard to Negroes in Schools . 
• Opinions of Whites Regarding Negro Crime in 

Pasadena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• Opinions Regarding Infectious Disease Among 

Negroes in Pasadena . . . . . . .



Statistic Table excerpts

Attitudes towards Negro Neighbors
If a Negro family were to move into your neighborhood, would 
you: 72% stated that; Agitate to have them removed(41.1%) or 
Move yourself (30.9%)

Attitudes towards Negro segregation
Would you favor regulations requiring the Negroes to live In a 
section of the city by themselves? (89% said YES)

Preferences in regard to Negroes in Schools
If it were possible and convenient, would you prefer to attend 
(or have your children attend) a school with: Only a few (26.9%)
No Negroes(58.6)



Continued:
Opinions of Whites regarding Negro crime in Pasadena

Do you think that the Negroes in Pasadena commit more, about 
the same, or fewer crimes than the Whites in proportion to their 
numbers?: More (25.6%) Same (57.5%) Fewer (16.9%)

Opinions regarding infectious diseases among Negroes in 
Pasadena

Do you believe that the Negroes in Pasadena are more healthy, 
about the same, or less healthy than the Whites in regard to 
infectious diseases?:  50.4% stated “less healthy” 



Arroyo Seco prison camp revelation created neighborhood 'bombshell'

• It seems that for 12 years city prisoners who worked in the parks had been housed in a dilapidated 
building near the park and Rose Bowl. 

• Brenner said, "The people in my district want it moved and I think they're right. Boys and girls are going 
down to Brookside to swim, and play tennis and have picnics. 

• And what do they have to pass, a lot of prisoners sitting out in the sun taking a sunbath. Why can't they be 
kept in jail"?" Koiner pleaded lack of money, although he was accused of spending $2,000 for plumbing 
improvements without the board's knowledge. 

• He said there was no room in the jail. He said, "We have a good house on South Marengo for a prison 
camp but people down there set up such a howl that we had to abandon that site." 

• It took some time, but a new honor prison camp was built in city yards on Glen Avenue as a Works Project 
Administration project, costing $36,000. WPA was the federal relief project during the Depression. 

Milton S. Brenner, City Director 
1938-1941 



BROOKSIDE PLUNGE
• From the book "Memoirs of Toshi Ito": Many Pasadenans know the 

uncomfortable racial history of the Brookside plunge, but for those who don't I 
offer this brief description.

It was a different time in Pasadena and throughout the nation, and segregation 
was common.

Soon after the plunge was completed, city officials announced that it would be 
"set aside Wednesday afternoons and evenings for the use of the Negro 
population of Pasadena."

By 1930 use of the pool by people of color -- by now including residents of 
Hispanic and Asian descent -- was limited to one weekday from 2 to 5 p.m. The 
weekly event was dubbed "International Day." No white people were permitted 
to swim on that day. The pool was drained and cleaned at the end of each 
International Day and by the following morning there was fresh water in it.



RENAISSANCE



Les Matronettes Black Social Club



Fred, Arzela, and Clifton 
Valentine



REVEREND MARVIN T. ROBINSON SR. WITH 
MARTIN



Brothers in the ‘60’s



Dr. Lee Brown
Caltech Professor of Chemistry



Jerry Proctor
Class of 1967, Muir HS, Pasadena, CA

The 1967 Track & Field News Athlete of the Year became prep history’s first 26-foot long jumper 
indoors (26-2) and outdoors (26-3/4), the former mark lasting 22 yrs. Set a total of 9 National 

High School Records and was the #2 all-time 180y hurdler, as well.



PHS Insurrection 1969



Excerpts from LA Times May 1, 1969

The above article referred to the incident regarding the disqualification of a “Negro” 

girl who  had been chosen as one of the school’s six song leaders.

The second primary cause was the circulation of a pamphlet that was defamatory and 

degrading to Black students. The pamphlet under the heading “Revolt”! also stated 

“they” were disturbed with the growing population of “Negros” becoming the 

dominant race @ PHS.

The disturbance erupted during lunch period when Pasadena’s superintendent of 

schools (Ralph Hornbeck) refused to respond immediately to a list of demands handed 

him at a campus meeting by representatives from the school’s Black Cultural 

Organization.



Blair High School CIF Champs 1970





Pasadena
Black Power

to
White Powder

• The Cocaine epidemic (70’s - 90’s)
• The New “Gangs”
• Social/Economic Destruction



New Crew 2013



The New Ethnic Community in
Pasadena/Altadena

Today and Tomorrow

• Where are we?
• Who are we?
• What are we?



Facilitator

Gary L. Moody, MBA
Indigenous Pasadenean
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