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AGENDA 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2013 
Regular Public Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Council Chambers, Room S249 

100 N. Garfield Avenue, Pasadena CA 91101 
 

 
1. ROLL CALL - Chair Hall called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 

Present: Commissioners Farhat, Hansen, Norton, Jones, Wendler, Hickambottom, Vice-Chair 
Persico, and Chair Hall 
Excused: Commissioner Nelson 
Staff: Theresa Fuentes, Denver Miller, David Reyes, David Sinclair, Mark Yamarone, and Julia 
Garzon  
  

2. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA - None 
   

3. DIRECTOR’S REPORT - Vince Bertoni announced David Reyes’s new position as the 
Department’s Deputy Director.  He reported that the General Plan went to City Council this past 
Monday, April 22, 2013 and the Council approved five of the eight recommendations.  The three 
remaining items will return to the City Council for a decision on Monday, April 29, 2013.  There 
will be a Board of Zoning Appeals meeting on Wednesday, May 15, 2013.  

 
4. ACTION ITEM 

a.  Pasadena Street Types Plan 
 
Mark Yamarone gave a Powerpoint presentation.  
 
Public Comment: 
Mary Dee Romney, resident, raised the issue of the “way finding” signs that are being placed in 
areas of the City.  There are too many signs in the City, would like staff to explore other options.  
With GPS systems already installed on phones and in cars, the City doesn’t need all these signs; 
it looks like municipal graffiti.  
 
Action: 
Commissioner Farhat moved to approve staff’s recommendation with the following three 
additional points: 

 The report to City Council explain that the street classification of a connector and a de-
emphasized street are not mutual exclusive categories (i.e. the classification as a connector 
does not bar measures to implement the purpose of the de-emphasized street classification); 

 The plan should include a mechanism to periodically review and update the classification 
system more frequently than waiting five to ten years for the General Plan update; and 

 Staff review the classification of the segment of California Boulevard from Orange Grove 
Blvd. west to Arroyo Parkway. 

 
  Seconded by Commissioner Wendler. 
 

 



Planning Commission - April 24, 2013 
Page 2  

Commissioner Hansen requested an amendment to the motion to include signage (in the right of 
way) as being within the purview of this plan and to look at visual pollution due to signage.  David 
Reyes agreed to bring the issue of way finding signs back to the Commission at a later date. 
The amendment was withdrawn by Commissioner Hansen.  
 
Commissioner Norton also requested a friendly amendment.  He asked that there be a narrative 
that describes the pedestrian emphasis designation omits any pedestrian volume generated by 
the specific neighboring land use, therefore, when designing pedestrian use element it won’t be 
limited to the areas shown on the pedestrian overlay.   
 
Amended accepted, motion as amended approved unanimously.  
 

 5.   PUBLIC HEARINGS 
a.  Conditional Use Permit 

#
5407 at 550-566 E. Colorado Blvd. - Conditional Use Permit to 

construct a 112,252 sq. ft. medical office building, Minor Conditional use Permit - for a non-
residential project in the Transit Oriented Development district, and Minor Conditional Use 
Permit - to have 86 public parking spaces,  

 Staff Recommendation: Approval with Conditions 
 
David Sinclair gave a Powerpoint presentation.  
 
Public Comment: 
Richard A. McDonald, applicant’s representative, gave a brief history on the project as it was 
approved several years ago and then the entitlements expired.  He expects the project to go back 
to the Design Commission and begin over with concept design review, and then final design 
review.  In regards to the alley and parking, he would like to mitigate the street segment impacts 
with a left turn lane.  The parking structure will have approximately 400 parking spaces.  Its 
occupancy on a daily basis is approximately 96 to 97%.  As for the 86 public parking spaces, 
because they are taking out 76 existing parking spaces on the existing lot, the plan is to replace 
them as this was requested by the Playhouse District Association.  If the five on-street spaces on 
Madison Avenue, located between Colorado Blvd. and Green St. are included, then there are 86 
spaces for public parking.  On the Conditions of Approval they would like to change condition 

#
13 

which states that the public parking spaces have to be on the first two floors, they would like to 
put the spaces on the first three floors so that they can congregate them closer to the elevators.  
They would also like to do bi-annual reports to the Department of Transportation rather than bi-
monthly.  In terms of use, medical offices versus offices, the area around the project has changed 
and therefor there is a need for medical office and services in the Central District; this is a, use 
that needs to be placed near where residents are located.  No need for general offices, no market 
for it in this economy.  This project will bring a specialized quality of jobs here (i.e. doctors, 
nurses, etc.);  the project will have retail uses on the ground floor, a restaurant use most likely on 
Madison Avenue, so it creates the right building envelope for this location. 
 
Ronald Stein, owner of the south/west corner building on Madison Avenue and Green Street, 
likes the project but is concerned about parking, not enough for the public, tenants, patients or 
employees to use.  Agrees for approval of additional parking the project is requesting.  
 
Action: 
Vice-Chair Persico moved to continue the item to a date uncertain, seconded by Commissioner 
Farhat, motion approved 7-1. 
 
The motion asked staff to return with additional information: 
 

 Secondary impacts on surrounding area from left-turn pocket at Madison Avenue and Green 
Street. 

 Explain why Urth Caffe was not included in the traffic analysis. 

 Shade/shadow study/diagram of proposed building. 
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 6. COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM STAFF - Denver Miller informed the commission about  
  the upcoming neighborhood meeting regarding the Housing Element Update at the Renaissance  
  Plaza at Fair Oaks Boulevard.  
  

7. COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM COMMISSION - None 
  
8.  COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES  

 Design Commission - Commissioner Hansen - Report continued to the next meeting. 

 Board of Zoning Appeals - Commissioners Norton, Farhat, Jones, Persico, and 
Hickambottom - None.  

 CIP Subcommittee - Commissioners Nelson and Chair Hall - None. 

 General Plan Update Advisory Committee - Commissioners Hall and Nelson - None. 
 
 9. ADJOURNMENT - Chair Hall adjourned the meeting at 10:51 pm. 

        

 


