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AGENDA 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2013 
Regular Public Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Council Chambers, Room S249 

100 N. Garfield Avenue, Pasadena CA 91101 
 
 
1. ROLL CALL - Vice-Chair Persico called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 

Present: Commissioners, Hansen, Jones, Farhat, Wendler, Vice-Chair Persico, Hickambottom, 
and DeWolfe 
Excused: Commissioner Nelson 
Staff: Vince, Bertoni, David Reyes, Theresa Fuentes, Jennifer Paige, Scott Reimers, and Julia 
Garzon  
  

2. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA - None 
 
3. COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM COMMISSION  
 a. Election of Officers for FY2013-2014  
 
 Commissioner Jones reported on the Nominating Committee.  The Nominating Committee 

recommended to the Planning Commission that Commissioner Persico be elected to the Chair, 
Commissioner Hickambottom be elected as Vice-Chair, and Commissioner Hansen elected as 
Secretary.  

 
 Moved by Commissioner Jones, Seconded by Commissioner Wendler, approved unanimously. 

   
4.   DIRECTOR’S REPORT - Vince Bertoni welcomed Stephanie DeWolfe to the Commission.  He 

also reported to the Commission that Michael Williamson has been appointed to the Planning 
Commission and is waiting to be sworn in at the next City Council meeting, Monday, July 15, 
2013.  Deputy Director Reyes stated that the Initial Study for the Parsons Project would be 
available before the end of the meeting.  

 
       5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - June 12, 2013 

Moved and seconded by Commissioner Farhat and Commissioner Wendler, approved with one 
abstention. 
 

 6. INFORMATIONAL ITEM 
  a. Matrix Study  
 
  Vince Bertoni gave a PowerPoint presentation. 

 
  The Commission would like to dedicate a future Planning Commission meeting to discuss the 

matrix study further.  
 
  The Commission took an advisory vote (sense of the body) on the Matrix Study’s 

recommendation to abolish the Environmental Advisory Commission.   Moved and seconded by 
Commissioners Wendler and Farhat, the motion was to recommend against the Matrix Report’s 
recommendation to abolish of the Environmental Advisory Commission, and recommend that the 
Environmental Advisory Commission work with the Council and staff to better define their role and 
responsibilities.   

  b. General Plan Update - Report on Community Meetings and Environmental Work 
 
  Scott Reimers gave a PowerPoint presentation.   
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  The Commission took an advisory vote (sense of the body) on the General Plan EIR process.  It 

was moved and seconded by commissioners Farhat and Wendler, to approve the February 13, 
2013 recommendations made by the Planning Commission as follows: 

 

 Concurred with staff’s recommendation regarding the General Plan EIR process particularly 
with respect to the pre-scoping meetings. 

 Recommended a robust general plan program EIR that would go beyond the bare minimum 
and would include, if possible, the following elements: 
(A)  Modeling showing height, density and massing of projects and project alternatives in at 

least key areas of the city;  
(B)  Full baseline studies for recreation, cultural resources, and traffic;  
(C)  In addition to a no project alternative a range of alternatives to be informed by the pre-

scoping meetings; 
(D)  That the Planning Commission would support staff’s recommendation, if they were to 

make such a recommendation, to seek necessary resources to do a robust EIR;  
(E)  A map showing the existing, designated historic properties - including districts, individual 

properties, local designations, and national designations 
(F)  An analysis of how proposed development impacts opportunities for designating open 

space sites and total available view sheds from key intersections. 
 
 Plus these three bullets points in regards to the varying levels of detail in the EIR, generally 

done in three ways: 
 

 Providing more information of existing conditions.  For example, updating historic resource 
surveys in areas targeted for growth. 

 Providing an additional quantity of analysis.  For example, increasing the number of 
intersections studied from the 18 studied in the last General Plan EIR to all the signalized 
intersections in areas targeted for growth. 

 Providing an additional type of analysis.  For example using a traffic model that is sensitive to 
impacts on pedestrians, bicyclists, transit, and vehicles.  

   
 7. COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM STAFF - None 
    

8.  COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES  

 Design Commission - Commissioner Hansen - Reported on the meeting of July 8, 2013: 
o Informational Item - Overview of Matric Report 
o Preliminary Consultation - 2460-2480 Oswego St., a new 33-unit multi-family residential 

project including demolition of two existing single-family residences, retention and 
restoration of an existing single-family residence, and the possible removal of up to 16 
trees. 

o 50% Advisory Review - 175 E. Del Mar Blvd., a new mixed-use residential/retail project, 
consisting of approximately 17 residential units with 780 square feet of ground-floor retail 
space with one level of at-grade parking.   

o Final Design Review - 100 S. Orange Grove Blvd., (Ambassador West Development Site, 
Parcels 3 and 5), a new 39-unit multi-family residential development. 

o Final Design Review - 270-280 S. Oakland Ave., a new City Of Gardens residential 
project consisting of 28 residential units with subterranean parking. 

 Board of Zoning Appeals - Commissioners Farhat, Jones, Persico, and Hickambottom - No 
meeting 

 CIP Subcommittee - Commissioner Nelson - No meeting 

 General Plan Update Advisory Committee - Commissioner Nelson - No meeting 
 
 9. ADJOURNMENT - Chair Persico adjourned the meeting at 9:04 pm. 

 


