
 
  
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

MINUTES  
PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2012  
 Special Public Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
Council Chambers, Room S249 

100 N. Garfield Avenue, Pasadena CA 91101 
 

 
1. ROLL CALL - Chair Hall called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 

Present: Commissioners Norton, Farhat, Nelson, Jones, Quirk, Hansen, Hickambottom, Persico 
and Hall  
Absent: None  
 
Staff: Vince Bertoni, Stephanie DeWolfe, David Reyes, Denver Miller, Jennifer Paige-Saeki, 
David Sinclair, Mike Bagheri and Claudia Burciaga-Ramos. 
 

2. PUBLIC HEARING 
a.  Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report - Temporary Use of the Rose Bowl by 

the National Football League (1001 Rose Bowl Drive) 
 
Introduction by Vince Bertoni, followed by the staff presentation from Jennifer Paige-Saeki. 
 
Public Comment: 
Nina Chomsky, Linda Vista Annandale Association - Objects to the project description as inaccurate and 
incomplete. 
 
Norman Parker, Linda Vista Annandale Association - Believes the mitigation is inaccurate and it fails to 
include all necessary information.  Rules should be in place to mitigate the loss of access to the Central 
Arroyo and control fan behavior. 
 
Lee Zanteson, Linda Vista Annandale Association - The City should review who will be displaced by the NFL 
activities and who uses the Arroyo the most.  Data is outdated and the report is inaccurate because it states 
the public has full access to the Arroyo all day, when for a UCLA game, the public is excluded from entering 
the park nine hours before the game and five hours after the game. 
 
Leland Sklar - The Rose Bowl is located in the middle of the neighborhood and this expansion will be 
dangerous to the community by bringing grid lock to the streets, accidents, loitering, littering, also there is no 
fire or police access due to the traffic, and the blocking of driveways is an issue.  
 
Bob Snodgrass, Pasadena Neighborhood Preservation Committee - The City does not have an accurate 
count of the persons who use the area for recreational activities.  Runners, walkers are in danger on game 
day.  This is not a benefit for the community, more like a benefit for the Rose Bowl Operating Committee.  
We should choose to have a safe haven for people doing healthy recreational activities instead of loud, lazy 
spectators. 
 
Jonas C. Peters - The DEIR should have been distributed and better advertised to the whole city. The DEIR 
does not address potential hazards associated with more frequent high profile use of the Rose Bowl. 
Residents will not be able to receive emergency/medical help rapidly.  Also, there will be a significant 
cumulative waste seeping into the soil and water. 
 
Dianne Newman - Interested in knowing who decided on the company that prepared the DEIR.  Is there a 
potential conflict of interest?  She believes the report is inaccurate, vague and incomplete.  
 
Ken Van Wagenen - Approval is against the wishes of the residents.  It should be placed on a ballot.  

 



 
  
 

 
Michael Duran - He was well aware of the proximity of the Rose Bowl when he moved to the area.  NFL is 
different from UCLA games.  Six hours of tailgating is too much time and it lends itself to excessive drinking, 
increased crime, noise, and vandalism.   
 
West Reutimann - Raised concerns about the health impact in the neighborhood.  Six hours of tailgating 
should not be allowed.  Traffic would get worse and the DUI checkpoints are not enforced.  
 
Ron Paler, MD, San Rafael Neighborhood Association - Area lacks a fire station; traffic would be affected.  
 
Bill Urban, West Pasadena Resident Association - There will be an impact on recreational users; EIR makes 
incorrect assumption on the amount of people attending the Rose Bowl and the surrounding areas. 
 
Loring Guessous - Concerned about the lighting impact, and impacts on emergency services, noise and 
emissions. 
 
Commission Comments: 
 
The Commission expressed a variety of comments related to the adequacy of the EIR.  This included 
comments on the Statement of Overriding Considerations, the project description and the mitigation 
measures.  The Commission made additional comments on the EIR’s adequacy as it relates to greenhouse 
gas emissions, historic resources, land use, public services, recreation and traffic.   
 
Other comments included:   

 That the details of the (NFL) contract are not known and should be known.  

 An alternative exploring two or three years of use should be included to see if there would be less of a 
long term impact.  

 There should be an analysis of other sources of revenue enhancement that does not have the same 
impacts that are associated with NFL use. 

 Improved public noticing. 

 What is the seating capacity and why was it pegged at 75,000 when the capacity is 88,000.  

 What is the percent of tailgating and is the peak arrival/departure reduced or are there longer due to 
tailgating, and is it possible to limit tailgating? 

 The only benefit of the project is the financial benefit; alternative 2 is arbitrary, is it realistic?  

 Would like to know if Lot H areas be acceptable by the next day for AYSO games?  

 What is the loss of revenue to the City by losing the ability to park/shop in Old Town Pasadena on game 
days?  

 The Planning Commission should be reviewing the project as a matter of right. 

 Would like the use of the Rose Bowl by the NFL to be reduced.  

 What are the effects of garbage and chemical waste?   
  

3. COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM STAFF - None. 
 
 4.  COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM COMMISSION - None 

 
5.    COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES  

 Design Commission - Mic Hansen - No report 

 Board of Zoning Appeals - Chair Mark Persico, Richard Norton, Vince Farhat, Greg Jones, 
Ann Hickambottom - No meeting 

 CIP Subcommittee - Louisa Nelson, Richard Quirk - No meeting 

 General Plan Update Advisory Committee - Dante Hall, Louisa Nelson - No meeting 
 
6.  ADJOURNMENT - Chair Hall adjourned the meeting at 9:45PM. 
 
      

  


