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AGENDA 
 

OFFICIAL MINUTES 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2011 
Regular Public Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Council Chambers, Room S249 

100 N. Garfield Avenue, Pasadena CA 91101 
 

1. ROLL CALL – Chair Naber called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 
 Present: Commissioner Nelson, Jones, Quirk, Hansen, Hickambottom, Wilson, Hall and Naber 
 Absent: Persico (excused) 
 

Staff: Vince Bertoni, Stephanie DeWolfe, Denver Miller, Bill Trimble, Emily Stadnicki, and Claudia 
Burciaga-Ramos 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
James Peterson, Chapman Manor- Expressed concern about a building development at 155 East 
Cordova that was dumping water during patio and rooftop cleaning on his property from six stories 
high.  It happened three times before the developer appeared in front of the Council, and within a 
week there was a downspout placed on one unit, but not on the other nine that have no residents 
living in them. 
  

 City staff will look into situation and provide assistance.  
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Moved and seconded by Commissioners Wilson and Jones to approve the July 27, 2011 minutes. 
No opposition, the minutes were approved.  

 
4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

o Mentioned that at the next meeting the City Council will have the first reading on the ordinance 
amending the Zoning Code related to Extensions and Time Limits on Planning Entitlements. 

o Also at the next City Council meeting - a public hearing for Major Change to an Approved Project 
- Playhouse Plaza Commercial Development IDS, 680 East Colorado Boulevard; the project 
changes have a community consensus and are the result of a settlement agreement.  

o Spoke of a letter from the City Manager that talked about the City’s commitment to review the 
CEQA process and conduct CEQA training sessions for staff, the Planning Commission and for 
residents.  

 
5. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a.  Zoning Code Amendments for Homeless Shelters, Limited 
 It is recommended that the Planning Commission recommend to the City Council: 

1. Adopt a Negative Declaration under Section 15070 of the Guidelines for the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), because there is no substantial evidence that the 
proposed Zoning Code amendments may have a significant impact on the environment; 

2. Approve the findings for Zoning Code amendments as contained in this report; and, 
3. Approve the proposed amendments, as contained in this report, to add the Emergency 

Shelter, Limited land use classification, with development standards for the specific use, and 
permit the use in the CD-6 (Central District) and IG SP-2 (Industrial, South Fair Oaks 
Specific Plan) zoning districts, and modify the definition of Emergency Shelter. 

 
Bill Trimble, Senior Planner briefly presented the staff recommendation as part of a PowerPoint 
presentation. 
 
Public comment: 
Doug Owens, resident - Said that the description of storage areas (Standard 

#
4 on Page 4 of the 

report) is vague and indicated the unit of measure should be cubic feet, not square feet.   He also  
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said that people should be allowed to create this type of shelters by right in a wider area of the city.  
 
The public hearing was closed with no opposition.  

  
Commission comments: 
Commissioners asked whether the goal was simply to approve a zoning code amendment that would 
meet state law requirements or to provide an option that fits into an overall strategy for 
homelessness in the city.   Would other standards, such as a different limit on the number of beds, 
make development more feasible?    Should some area of east Pasadena be included, in addition to 
the South Fair Oaks Specific Plan IG district and the CD-6, to increase feasibility and dispersal?  
Questions considered separation between shelters and also between shelters and other uses.   
Commissioners requested more information about the overall strategy for homelessness.  
 
Staff responded to these questions.  
 
Motion: 
Moved and seconded by Commissioners Wilson and Jones to continue this item so that the 
Commission may hear more about the strategy the City has regarding the City’s homelessness and 
to receive additional information on the issues that were raised by the Commission.  
 
Vote: 
Yes: Nelson, Jones, Quirk, Hansen, Hickambottom, Wilson, Hall, and Naber 
No: None 
Absent: Persico 
The motion was approved 8-0. 

 
b.  Approve the Zone Change to Designate a Landmark District Overlay for Raymond/Esther   

Landmark District (580 - 592 and 569 - 587 North Raymond Avenue) 
It is recommended that, following the public hearing, the Planning Commission adopt the 
following findings and recommendations to the City Council:  
1. Find that the application for a zone change to create a landmark district is categorically 

exempt from environmental review pursuant to the guidelines of the CEQA Class 8 exempts 
from environmental review actions taken by regulatory agencies to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process 
involves procedures for protection of the environment.   

2. Acknowledge the determination of the Historic Preservation Commission on October 17, 
2011 that the Raymond-Esther Landmark District meets the criteria for designation 
(§17.62.070 P.M.C.). 

3. Confirm that the designation has written support from at least 51% of the owners of 
individual parcels in the district 

4. Find that the proposed zone change is consistent with the General Plan (Objective 6 of the 
Land-use Element, “to promote preservation of historically and architecturally significant 
buildings and revitalization of traditional neighborhoods”) and the purposes of the zoning 
ordinance (P.M.C. §17.04.030, “preserve the character and quality of residential 
neighborhoods”). 

5. Approve the zone change to add the Raymond-Esther Landmark District, LD-19, landmark 
district overlay to the zoning map.  

 
Public comment: The following persons spoke in opposition:  
Maria Rodriguez, 570 N. Raymond Ave - Does not wish to be included as part of the proposed 
landmark district now and in the future.   
Jose Rodriguez, 590 N. Raymond Ave - Read a letter stating his opposition to the proposed 
landmark district, raised concerns about the process of notification and asked that there be no more 
proposed landmark districts until an investigation into the practices of nominating landmark districts 
has occurred.  
 
The following persons spoke in support of the recommendation: 
Phillip Cay, 580 N. Raymond Ave - Expressed his support for the proposed landmark district.  
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Laurie Baer, 580 N. Raymond Ave - Expressed her support for the proposed landmark district; it 
would be an honor to gain a historic landmark status.  
Chris Baer, 580 N. Raymond Ave - In support of the recommendation.  Read a letter as co-owner in 
support of the landmark district. 
Mr. Reid – 569-573 N. Raymond Avenue - Has seen the benefits of a landmark district in Pasadena.  
The process would benefit from  a better notification process.  
Judy Blanton, 587 N. Raymond Avenue - In support of creating the landmark district.  Read a 
statement from another owner of the proposed landmark district in support.  
Sofia Mota, 595 N. Raymond Avenue - Does not oppose the petition or the approval of it, but 
expressed concern about the process of notification. 
 
Commission Comments:   
The Commission asked questions about how many properties are within the proposed landmark 
district.  They also asked about the notification process. 
 
Staff responded to the Commission’s questions and explained the notification process. 
 
Motion: 
Moved and seconded by Commissioners Quirk and Nelson to approve staff’s recommendation to 
create the Raymond/Esther Landmark District that the proposed zone change to create a landmark 
district is consistent with the General Plan and the purposes of the zoning code.  
 
Vote: 
Yes: Nelson, Jones, Quirk, Hansen, Hickambottom, Wilson, Hall, and Naber 
No: None 
Absent: Persico 
The motion was approved 8-0. 
 

6.   COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM STAFF  
Staff is working on putting together a series of CEQA training for staff, Council member, the Planning 
Commission and the public. This is partially the result of an agreement the City made on the IDS 
project.   
 

7.   COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM COMMISSION - None 
 

8. COMMENTS AND REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

 Design Commission - Mic Hansen  
o Preliminary Consultation - 503 S. Los Robles Avenue - Demolition of rear unit of an existing bungalow court and 

construction of 7 new units.  Action: No action was taken, the Design Commission gave comments.  
o Application for changes to an approved project (Consolidated Design Review) 1043 - 1053 E. Del Mar Blvd. - 

New construction of a 3-story, multi-family complex consisting of approximately 58,122 s.f. over a subterranean 
parking structure.  Action: The Design Commission continued the item to 11/14/11. 

o Application for Consolidated Design Review - 940 E. Colorado Blvd., Phase 1b - Rehabilitation of the commercial 
building adjacent to the Constance Hotel and construction of a new one-story commercial building and parking 
garage. Action: The Design Commission continued this item to 11/28/11. 

 

 Board of Zoning Appeals - Chair Dante Hall, Ann Marie Hickambottom, Andy Wilson, Carolyn 
Naber, Richard Quirk - No meeting 

 CIP Subcommittee - Ann Marie Hickambottom, Mark Persico, Andy Wilson - No meeting 

 Open Space Committee - Richard Quirk, Carolyn Naber (alternate) - No meeting 

 General Plan Update Advisory Committee - Dante Hall, Carolyn Naber, Louisa Nelson - No 
meeting, but will be having a series of four Mobility workshops in November staring tomorrow 
night.   

 
9. ADJOURNMENT - Chair Naber adjourned the meeting at 8:47 p.m. 
 

 
  
Claudia Burciaga-Ramos, Recording Secretary 


