
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 

 

March 25, 2024 
 

TO:  Miguel Márquez 
  City Manager 
 
FROM:  Matthew E. Hawkesworth 
  Director of Finance 
 
SUBJECT: COVID-19 Reimbursement Financial Update 
 
This update provides details regarding the City of Pasadena’s submittal for the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the California Office of Emergency Services 
(CalOES) reimbursement related to expenditures incurred in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
The City incurred expenditures in excess of $12.35 million that were submitted to 
CalOES and FEMA for reimbursement consideration. As presented to the City Council on 
many occasions during the pandemic response, some activities that the City undertook 
were the right thing to do for the community, regardless of reimbursement eligibility. 
City staff would seek reimbursement for all expenses that did not have another funding 
source.  
 
The City submitted 18 projects for reimbursement and received a final determination on 
five, as noted in the table below. For the one project that was rejected, the Pasadena 
Unified School District (PUSD) Meal Distribution, it was determined by CalOES and FEMA 
that supplementing the school district’s meal program on weekends and days in which 
the district’s distribution did not operate, and providing food to anyone who requested 
a meal was not related to an eligible Emergency Protective Measure (e.g., Individuals 
who test positive for COVID-19 or have been exposed to COVID-19, but do not require 
hospitalization; or individuals at high-risk, such as people over 65 or with certain 
underlying health conditions; or other populations that may need food assistance based 
on direction or guidance of the appropriate public health official).  For reference, this is 
the program that the Pasadena Center Operating Company and the Rose Bowl 
Operating Company mobilized and provided bag lunches at PUSD sites. 
 
Thus far, the City has received approval for four projects. These projects include the 
three phases of the Great Plates Program and the establishment of the Alternative Care 
Site at the Pasadena Convention Center. These four projects total $5.46 million in 
reimbursements.  
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In the coming months, City staff will continue to respond to questions from CalOES and 
FEMA related to the 13 pending projects. 
 

Title Cost Status 
Great Plates Program (May-June 2020) $374,344.28 Approved 
Alternate Care Site $1,683,598.35 Approved 
Great Plates Program $845,623.68 Approved 
PUSD Meal Distribution (July-Sep. 2020) $594,306.00 Rejected 
Vaccine Administration $68,160.19 Pending 
Great Plates Program (Oct. 2020-Jun. 2021) $2,555,075.24 Approved 
Labor-Public Health $3,630,499.47 Pending 
Personnel Costs-Non Public Health $253,216.00 Pending 
HR COVID Testing $247,180.00 Pending 
COVID-19 Related Sanitation $376,647.00 Pending 
COVID-19 Trailer Support $520,140.00 Pending 
COVID-19 Contract Services Other $298,721.00 Pending 
Materials and Supplies $635,716.00 Pending 
Public Health COVID-19 Costs $11,798.00 Pending 
Public Health Personnel Costs 7-1-22_5-31-23 $179,560.74 Pending 
Public Health Vaccine Clinic 7-1-22_5-31-23 $11,886.06 Pending 
Non-Departmental COVID-19 Costs 7-1-22_5-31-23 $49,140.00 Pending 
Fire Department COVID-19 Materials and Supplies 7-1-22_5-31-23 $14,400.82 Pending 
Total Expenditures $12,350,012.83  
   

 
 


