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Newsletter of the Pasadena Public Library

2015
One City, One Story

This year the library held an art and short story contest for
Pasadena children and teens inspired by the 2015 One City,
One Story selection, The Book of Unknown Americans. Over
50 entries were submitted.

Contest Winners Announced!

Contest winners were announced on March 28 at One City, One
Story Day.

“My Family Story” Art Contest
Contestants submitted a single frame illustration that depicted their family story or what it means to be an American. Entries were
judged on creativity, technical skill and execution. They were all great drawings and choosing among them was tough.
First place art contest winners received a free class at Art Center College of Design. Runner ups received gift cards to Blicks Art Store.
Thank you to our judges: Paula Goodman, AnnMarie Hurtado, Marie Plug and Nick Smith. Special thanks to Art Center College of
Design for their generous donation of the grand prizes!

1st Place Winner
Grades 4–8

1st Place Winner
Grades 9-12

Julia See

Caeden
Becker

Grade 11

Grade 7

Medium: Colored
pencils, acrylic

Medium: Pen

Title: “Yin and Yang”

Title: “United Under
One Nation, We
Stand Together”

Breathtaking. It’s a
piece of See’s own dual
heritage story. The colors
of the American flag are
represented in the flower;
the golden baby asleep
within it gives birth to a
new life in a new land. Added to that are the
iconic image of the Statue of Liberty along
with the Chinese dragon, all cupped
into a pair of hands shows a precious
holding. They’re very strong images,
yet fragile in how they’re held together,
as if they could slip through the fingers.

The image of the face
directly matches the cover
of The Book of Unknown
Americans. The drawing uniquely encompasses the essence of the melting pot
concept. The face represents all ethnicities.
differentiating not with the color of skin,
but with textures. There are different
textures of hair, eye shapes, eye color
and facial markings, such as moles,
freckles and whiskers. Some may initially
think the lines are distracting, but one
could view it as puzzle pieces composing
a true American face.
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HOLIDAY HOURS

All Pasadena Public Libraries will be CLOSED on the following:
Thursday, May 7 • Staff Development Day
Sunday, May 24 & Monday, May 25 • Memorial Day

Innovation

OfftheShelf
Newsletter Online

News
from
Library
Director

Jan
Sanders
Spring! Time for new beginnings, new
thoughts, new projects! Here at the library,
we’re always thinking of new things to try,
new ways to serve you. Right now, we’re
about to “launch” a new catalog, complete
with new user search tools. We think they
will make your experience a lot easier, more
nimble and just generally better. You should
be able to do a lot more things on your own.
Your account will allow you to create lists
of titles you want to read, watch your holds,
and know definitively what you have checked
out at any one time. We’re also working on
getting more of your library experience
“mobile” so you can borrow, track, search,
and reserve all from your smartphone.
Watch for details, but I think you will be
pleased when you get a look.

2nd Place Winner
Grades 4–8

Nicole Kwan
Grade 5

Medium: Paint & Glitter
Title: “Freedom”
This piece is striking in
color. The juxtaposition of
the shackles against the flag
with the glittery waters of
Earth represents both a dark
and magical view of America. Not everyone’s story is the same. There
is a dark history there that can’t be forgotten. This is a great piece for
discussion. What does it mean to be an American? Is everyone free
and equal?

2nd Place Winner
Grades 9-12

Angel Gomez
Grade 12

If you haven’t already put it on your calendar,
be sure to mark May 2nd to attend the BEER,
BRATS AND BOOKS event that the Friends
of the Library are putting on. You’ll have
a chance to meet other library supporters,
enjoy some barbecue, taste a couple of special
craftsman brews, listen to classic rock
music and have the satisfaction of knowing
your ticket price goes to support the work
that that Friends do to assist the library.
Everyone’s a winner! Thank you.
As you get ready for summer and that long
awaited vacation, be sure you have your
library card with you. You’ll want eBooks for
the plane and recorded books for that long
drive up the coast. Either way, the library
can provide what you need. Remember:
Your library card is the most important card
in your wallet. Take advantage of all the
items we have for you. You can even download
eBooks from the comfort of your own home!
No more mad dashes to the library to get
them checked out before you leave! Have
a great summer and keep us handy. We’re
always here for you.

New Library Catalog
Debuts May 18

Pasadena Public Library is replacing the software that keeps track of our lending collection, allows you to search the online catalog,
place holds, renew materials and check other
user account information. The new software
systems, Sierra, Innovative Interfaces and
Encore, were selected following extensive
research and review. These products will
provide better customer service and improved
efficiencies allowing you to customize
and use your library your way.
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Medium: Ink & Pen
Title: “No Solid Soil”
Gomez put together an interesting and surreal
concept. The umbrella, which serves as protection
in lands of both rain and sun, is either suspended
or traveling between two places, somewhere on the
shores of Mexico and sunny California. The title
indicates that she doesn’t belong or stand still in
just one world, but two, or many.

3rd Place Winner
Grades 4–8

Kaylee
Gunnoe
Grade 4

Medium: Water Color
Title: “Hands Across
America”

This piece depicts the ideal
American dream in lovely
colors -- soft and positive.
It’s what America could be:
a safe haven, land of opportunities and acceptance. This is what people
(and the characters in The Book of Unknown Americans) hoped for when
they came to America. It is also the subject of many of the stories from the
Writing Contest.

May Event Listings

G
N
I
T
A
R
B
E
CEL
COMICS!

Join us for FREE Comic Book Day, an annual event held in May throughout the United States.
Children and teens can pick up a free comic book, while supplies last, by stopping by any Pasadena
Public Library on Saturday, May 2. Comics suitable for various age groups will be available at each site.
Comic Programs @ Central Library

Join us as Jen Wang (In Real Life, Koko Be Good), Sina Grace and Michael Stock (Penny Dora) talk
about life as comic book creators and sign copies of their books.
Saturday, May 2 • 1 p.m. • Central Library/Studio on 4th
Kids ages 6 and older are invited to stop by Central Library to pick up their own free comic book then design
their own superhero costume and make a superhero comic video. To sign up, call (626) 744-4066 option 4.
Saturday, May 2 • 2 - 4 p.m. • Central Library/Storytime Room & Technology Learning Center

Special Events
The Brain and How It Works
Discover the effects of organic foods, chemicals and other substances on
the brain. Presented by the Interaxon Club, an outreach group of Caltech
neuroscience students.
Tuesday, May 5 • 4 p.m. • Hill Avenue
Natural Art for Families
Choose a smooth stone then paint a design that rocks!
Thursday, May 14 • 4 p.m. • Hill Avenue
The History of The Battle of Puebla with Folktales, Stories, Songs and Music
Enjoy an interactive show commemorating Cinco de Mayo with live music,
poetry and traditional attire. Presented by Gloria Arjona.
Thursday, May 14 • 7 p.m. • Central Library/Donald Wright Auditorium
Strumming Along
Join us for a musical treat featuring a young guitar quartet from the Pasadena
Conservatory of Music. Presented by Felix Bullock, Guitar Department Chair.
Thursday, May 21 • 4 p.m. • Allendale
Pasadena Loves YA
Meet over 20 young adult authors as they present a series
of panels and book signings. Swag, giveaways and light
refreshments provided. Free tote bags for the first 150 attendees. Book sales by
Vroman’s Bookstore. Co-sponsored by Bridge to Books. No registration needed.
Visit www.pasadenateenbookfestival.com for updates.
Saturday, May 23 • 12 – 4 p.m. • Central Library

An Afternoon with Megan Marshall
2014 Pulitzer Prize winner for Biography Megan Marshall
returns to her hometown of Pasadena for a discussion
and reading of her winning book, Margaret Fuller: A New
American Life. A compelling examination of the 19th century
author, journalist, and women’s rights advocate, Margaret
Fuller, wrote Dwight Garner in his New Your Times book
review, “is as seductive as it is impressive … (and) pushes
Marshall into the front rank of American biographers.” Q & A and a book signing
will follow. Copies of her books will be available for purchase.
Saturday, May 30 • 2 p.m. • Allendale

By the Book
For book selections, contact the branch libraries listed.
Great Literature and
Discussion Group
Mondays • 11 a.m.
Lamanda Park
Book Chit Chat
Tuesday, May 5 • 6:30 p.m.
Hastings
Allendale Book Discussion
Saturday, May 9 • 10:30 a.m.

Rave Reviews
Monday, May 18 • 2 p.m. • Lamanda Park
Hill Avenue Book Discussion
Saturday, May 23 • 10:30 a.m.
Hill Avenue
West Pasadena Book Discussion
Saturday, May 23 • 11 a.m. • Linda Vista

Films for All Ages
May Films

This month’s film selections feature time travel.
CENTRAL LIBRARY/DONALD WRIGHT AUDITORIUM
Wednesdays • 1 p.m.
Presented by The Friends of The Pasadena Public Library
The film will be cancelled if The Friends of the Library
volunteers are unable to show the movie.
May 6 • Portrait of Jennie (1948) NR
May 13 • Time After Time (1979) PG
May 20 • Somewhere in Time (1980) PG
May 27 • Frequency (2000) PG-13

Teen Anime Afternoon
Enjoy this month’s special edition of the
Anime Club, with Japanese snacks and the
newest manga in the library’s collection.
Saturday, May 9 • 2 p.m.
Central Library/Children’s Story Room

THE FRIENDS OF THE
PASADENA PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOOKSTORE
Open Monday – Friday
11 a.m. – 4 p.m. • Central Library
BOOK SALE
Second Saturday of each month
9 a.m. – noon • Central Library East Patio

• All Pasadena
Public Library
programs and
events listed in
this newsletter are
free and open to
the public.
• Our programs
and events are
extremely popular.
Space is limited
and registration
may be required.
Check program
and event listings
for details.

Visit
Central Grounds
For Coffee & Food
Central Library
Patio
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Discovery Classes (Adults)
CREATIVE ARTS

HEALTH & FITNESS

HISTORY & CULTURE

Art a la Carte
Artist Lorrie Shriner teaches drawing, watercolor
and collage techniques. Beginners welcome.
Wednesdays • 2 p.m. • San Rafael

Lip Reading and Memory Enhancement
Wednesdays • 1 p.m. • Lamanda Park

Cooking with Isabelle
Do you enjoy new foods? Join us as for a cooking
demonstration and tasting featuring Isabelle CampsCampins as she shares her culinary heritage with
recipes from the islands of Trinidad and Tobago.
Saturday, May 2 • 2 p.m. • Allendale

Perkins Alley Poets
A poetry writing and critique workshop
with facilitator Carl Stilwell.
Saturdays, May 2 & 16 • 3 p.m.
Santa Catalina
Emerging Urban Poets
Featured and open poetry readings with facilitator
Don Kingfisher Campbell.
Saturdays, May 9 & 23 • 3 p.m. • Santa Catalina
San Rafael Knitting Group
Bring your needles and yarn to
share ideas and conversation
with fellow crafters.
Thursday, May 21 • 2 p.m.
San Rafael
Resin Jewelry Making
Make something beautiful with guidance and
instruction by artist, Margo Dyches, a specialist in
resin jewelry. To sign up, call (626) 744-4724.
Saturday, May 23 • 2 p.m. • Hill Avenue

GARDENING
Garden Club Meeting
Join the Hill Avenue Garden Club as they tour the
landscape at the Pasadena Showcase House of
Design. Admission for the Garden Club is free.
Meet next to the entrance to the Rose Bowl Aquatic
Center, where a free shuttle will take you to and
from the Showcase House. The tour and shuttle
transportation will last 90 minutes.
Saturday, May 2 • 10:30 a.m.
Rose Bowl Aquatic Center

DIGITAL
LITERACY

Free Computer/Technology Classes
Pasadenapubliclibrary.net/training
Central Library
Learn to Code with US
Never written a software program before?
Learning your 5th programing language?
Get support at our bring-your-ownlaptop event.
Wednesdays • 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Central Library/Sunroom
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Zumba Class
Zumba is a great way
to lose weight, tone
up, increase cardio
strength, improve
coordination, gain
self-esteem and feel
happy! Beginners
are welcome.
Saturday, May 2
11 a.m. • Lamanda Park
Chair Aerobics
Learn new non-impact exercise routines
performed while seated or standing next to or
behind a chair. For ages 55+.
Saturday, May 2 • 11 a.m. & Tuesday, May 26
12:30 p.m. • San Rafael
Free Health Screenings
Registered nurses from
Huntington Hospital provide free
blood pressure and blood sugar
screenings, referrals and health education.
Wednesday, May 6 • 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Central Library
Tuesday, May 19 • 2:30 – 4:30 p.m. • Hastings
Connect Hearing
Stop by for a complimentary hearing test. The
provider uses a portable audiometer. The test
only takes 15 minutes. Following the screening, the provider will review the audio-gram
with you and answer your questions.
Tuesday, May 19 • 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. • Hastings

Pasadena African-American Genealogy Group
Saturday, May 2 • 2:30 p.m. • Lamanda Park
Introduction to Traditional Chinese Culture
Join us as we learn about Chinese history and
explore Chinese culture.
Saturdays, May 30 & June 27 • 10:30 a.m. - noon
Hastings

LANGUAGE
Spanish Conversation Group
Thursdays (except May 7) • 12:45 p.m. • San Rafael

LAW
LA Law Librarian in Law Room
Free weekly service with legal research specialists
(not attorneys) to help you answer legal questions.
Provided by LA Law Library.
Thursdays (except May 7) • 1 – 5 p.m.
Central Library/Law Room
Facing Eviction
One-on-one eviction defense consultation by an attorney.
Learn what to expect the day of the trial. Assistance limited to eviction cases filed in the Pasadena Courthouse.
To sign up, call (213) 385-2977 x 402.
Thursdays (except May 7) • 3 – 7 p.m.
Central Library/4th Floor Meeting Room
QuickLook: Lawsuits in Superior Court
Presented by the LA Law Library.
Thursday, May 21 • 1 – 1:45 p.m. • Central Library/Law Room

La Pintoresca Branch Library

Space is limited. All computer classes require reservations. Call
(626) 744-7268 to make yours.
Open Computer Lab Time
Teach yourself Mango Languages, FC Search Online and the 2010
Microsoft Office Suite. Research the Foundation Directory Online
and apply for jobs and government programs. Computer time may be
limited based on demand.
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. (except May 7 & 25)

Linda Vista Branch Library
iPad Petting Zoo for Seniors
Have you always wanted an iPad and are not sure if you can operate
it? Stop by and play!
Monday, May 4 • 3 p.m.
Apps 101 for Seniors
Now that you have a tablet, it’s time to learn about apps and how
they can help make life easier.
Wednesday, May 6 • 3 p.m.

Business Services
SCORE Small Business Counseling
Free one-on-one counseling
provided by business professionals
to anyone operating a small business
or thinking of starting one. To sign
up, call (626) 744-7351.
Tuesdays
Central Library/4th Floor Meeting Room
Pasadena Small Business Owners
Networking Group
Increase your business knowledge,
meet other local business
people and practice your
30-second “elevator
introduction.” Sign up
@ www.meetup.com/
Pasadena-Small-BizNetwork.
Thursday, May 21
noon – 2 p.m.
La Pintoresca

Collegebound
Free Practice SAT®, Scores, Analysis & Tips
Prepare for the official SAT® by taking a practice test proctored and scored by C2 Education. Pick up your test
scores the following week directly from C2 Education. There you will have an individual meeting and receive
tips on how to raise your scores and areas of the exam where you need to concentrate. Registration required.
To sign up, call (626) 744-7262.
Saturday, May 2 • 1 – 4 p.m. • Hastings
College Prep Workshops (Practice ACT®)
Get ready for the official ACT® by taking a practice test proctored and scored by C2 Education. Afterward you
can pick up your test scores directly from C2 Education. There you will have a one-on-one meeting and receive
tips on how to raise your scores and areas of the exam where you need to focus. Please bring pencils,
a calculator, and a snack. Registration required. To sign up, call (626) 744-7268.
Saturday, May 16 • 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. • La Pintoresca

Teen Scene
Discovery Days
Will you build something? Will there be a game-a-thon? Will
it be an exciting, fabulous, creative experience that you have
never had before? Join us and discover what’s in store for you!
Thursdays, May 6 & 14 • 3 p.m. • Allendale
Sculpturing with Hot Knives
Create your own sculpture using hot knives and art foam. A
blend between sculpting and carving, the knife melts instead
of cutting to shape the foam. To sign up, call (626) 744-4246.
Monday, May 11 • 4:30 – 6 p.m.
Central Library/Studio on 4th

Teen Poetry Night
It’s the last poetry night of the school
year! Join us for poems, art and
performances. Everyone is invited!
Teens, bring your favorite self-written
poems to share.
Thursday, May 14 • 6:30 p.m.
Central Library/
Donald Wright Auditorium

Tweens
Game Maker
Learn to create and design simple computer and videogame programs.
Presented by digital artist Ean Moore. For ages 11+. To sign up, call
(626) 744-7268.
Saturday, May 2 • 10:30 a.m. • La Pintoresca
Lego® Club
Join us for our Lego® Club! Make stuff! Fun stuff!
Science stuff! Create awesome projects based on our
weekly theme. Lego® parts provided. For ages 7–12.
To sign up, call (626) 744-7268.
Mondays (except May 25) • 4 p.m. • La Pintoresca
Kids’ Writing Workshop
Are you a dreamer? Do you love to write? It’s never too early to start writing
your own stories. You don’t have to be an expert – you just have to love
stories and have a great imagination. For grades 3 - 5. To sign up, call
(626) 744-4066 option 4.
Friday, May 8 • 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. • Central Library/Children’s Story Room
STEAM Team Club
Explore the STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math)
concepts through creative, innovative projects based on fun STEAM-related
challenges. For grades 3 – 6. To sign up, call (626) 744-7262.
Wednesday, May 13 • 4 p.m. • Hastings

Mother/Daughter Book Club
Join us as we discuss books that inspire
compassion, self-esteem and courage in the
face of social pressure and explore what it means
to be a strong, confident young woman! For
girls 11+, their mothers or an adult guest of their
choice. This month’s selection is Wildwood by
Colin Meloy. To sign up, call (626) 744-4066,
option 4.
Wednesday, May 20 • 7 p.m.
Central Library/Children’s Story Room
Kids’ Book Club
Join us as we discuss and have fun with Rump:
The True Story of Rumpelstiltskin by Liesl Shurtliff.
For grades 3 - 5. To sign up visit Central Library’s
Children Desk or call (626) 744-4066, option 4.
Wednesday, May 27 • 4:30 p.m.
Central/Children’s Story Room
Iron Chef Competition
Do you have what it takes to earn the title of Library Iron Chef?
Then the Iron Chef Competition is for you! Come and show off your
culinary skills, but beware the mystery ingredient! For ages 10+.
To sign up, call (626) 744-7262.
Thursday, May 28 • 4 - 5:30 p.m. • Hastings
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Library Kids

Storytimes

BOOKS AND MORE

Central Library Infant and
Toddler Storytime Registration

Barks and Books
Children read a book to a gentle, welltrained dog. Presented by Pasadena
Humane Society volunteers.
Saturday, May 9 • 11 a.m. • Linda Vista
Tuesday, May 12 • 3:30 p.m. • Hastings
Thursday, May 14 • 4 p.m.
Central Library/Children’s Story Room
Monday, May 18 • 3 p.m. • La Pintoresca
Got Books?
Practice your reading skills and enjoy literacy activities
with students from La Salle High School.
Mondays, May 4 & 11 • 3 – 4:30 p.m. • Hastings

CREATIVE ARTS
Mother’s Day Craft Fun
Join us as we celebrate all the special Moms
in your life by creating a special gift for her.
Wednesday, May 6 • 4 p.m. • Hastings
Go Fly a Kite
Use your imagination and create your own unique
Paper Bag Kite. Then take it outside to soar
through the air. All supplies provided.
Thursday, May 14 • 3 p.m. • Villa Parke
Magic with Wayne
Celebrate the end of the school year with Wayne
the Magician.
Thursday, May 14 • 3:30 p.m. • Santa Catalina
Magic of Tales
Explore your imaginary world through book art under
the guidance of artist, Martina Moreno.
Thursday, May 21 • 3:30 p.m. • Book Art Creation
La Pintoresca
Thursday, May 28 • 3:30 p.m. • Book Art Exhibit Opening
La Pintoresca

DIGITAL LITERACY
Computer Pals
Learn how to use Word and the Internet for homework projects.
Saturdays, May 9 & 23 • 10 – 11:30 a.m. • La Pintoresca

Preschoolers
Music Time with Craig Newton
Celebrate the end of another school
year with music and fun!
Thursday, May 14 • 10:30 a.m. • Linda Vista
Hatha Yoga for Children & their Caregivers
Learn techniques to help children relax and focus through
stretching and movement. Presented by yoga instructor
Merry Everest.
Wednesday, May 20 • 10:45 a.m. • Santa Catalina
Nathalia – Children’s Music & Songs
From pop to rock, cumbia and reggaeton,
children’s songwriter, musician and
entertainer Nathalia exposes children
to a variety of musical styles and themes
in this multicultural experience.
Wednesday, May 27 • 11 a.m. • San Rafael
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Each storytime is limited to 25 children
and 25 adults. Children can be registered
for one program time only. Registration is
taken on a first-come, first-served basis.

SUMMER SESSION • June 16 – August 18
Registration for Summer Session –
Tuesday, June 9
9 a.m. Priority Registration in person
for Pasadena residents with
a Pasadena Public Library Card
or valid Driver’s License.
11 a.m. Open Registration in person
NOON Open Registration by telephone
at 744-4066, option 4
CENTRAL LIBRARY INFANT AND
TODDLER STORYTIME
Spring Session • March 31 – June 2
FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS
TUESDAYS
9:20 a.m.
Central Library/Children’s Story Room
(Infants up to 17 months)
Pre-registration required.
10 & 11 a.m.
Central Library/Children’s Story Room
(Toddlers 18-36 months)
Pre-registration required.

WEEKLY STORYTIMES
FOR INFANTS/TODDLERS
THURSDAYS
10:30 a.m. • Lamanda Park (except May 7)
FOR PRESCHOOLERS
TUESDAYS
10:30 a.m. • Hill Avenue
10:30 a.m. • Lamanda Park
10:30 a.m. • Villa Parke
WEDNESDAYS
10:30 a.m. • Allendale
10:30 a.m. • Santa Catalina
10:45 a.m. • Hastings
11 a.m. • San Rafael
THURSDAYS
10:30 a.m. • La Pintoresca (except May 7)
10:30 a.m. • Linda Vista (except May 7)
SATURDAYS
10 a.m.
Central Library/Children’s Story Room
FOR FAMILIES
MONDAYS
Marvelous Mondays
7 p.m. • Hastings (except May 25)

TUESDAYS
Sensory Storytime
This free, fun, interactive and educational
program is designed for preschool age children
with autism and sensory challenges. It combines books, songs, movement, sensory play
and therapeutic activities that incorporate the
five senses. If your child has difficulty sitting
through one of the library’s traditional storytimes, this program may be just what you are
looking for! Registration is required. To sign
up, call Marie Plug at (626) 744-4027 or Zyrel
Rojo/Cherie Johnston at (626) 744-7266.
Tuesdays, May 5, 12 & 19 • 3 – 4 p.m.
Lamanda Park
WEDNESDAYS
Léeme un cuento
Spanish Storytime/Hora de cuentos en español
4 p.m. • La Pintoresca
THURSDAYS
Family Storytime
3:30 p.m. • Lamanda Park (except May 7)

MONTHLY STORYTIMES
eStorytime
Join us for a storytime with a twist! We’ll
have fun sharing stories, songs and apps on
the big screen.
Friday, May 1 • 10 a.m.
Central Library/Children’s Story Room
Mandarin Storytime
Enjoy stories and songs for children in
Mandarin.
Sunday, May 3 • 3 p.m. • Hastings
(Bilingual)
Wednesday, May 27 • 3:30 p.m.
Hastings (Mandarin only)
Baby Storytime
Saturday, May 9 • 2 p.m.
Linda Vista
Around the World Storytime
Wednesday, May 13 • 11 a.m. • San Rafael
Chocolate Storytime: Tales & Candy Treats
for Children
Join us for an afternoon of storytelling and
village building, featuring stories authored by
and/or about African-Americans followed by
a chocolate treat! Led by Dr. Ayesha Randall.
For ages 3+.
Friday, May 29 • 4 p.m. • La Pintoresca
Armenian Storytime
Saturday, May 30 • 11 a.m. • Santa Catalina

“Tell Your Story” Writing Contest

Contestants submitted an original short story of how they or a family member came to America. Stories depicted family tales (true or fictionalized)
or explored the topic of what it means to be an American. Judges considered themes of family, being an American and immigration. They were
all great stories and choosing among them was difficult. Thank you to our judges: Tiffany Duenas, Dan McLaughlin, Monica Mijares, Roy Park and
Shauna Redmond.
First place winners received $100 Visa gift cards, second place winners received $50 Visa gift cards and third place winners received $25 Visa gift cards.
The first place winner’s short story is listed below along with excerpts of the second and third place winners. To read their complete winning short
stories visit http://pasadena-library.net/kids/2015/ocos.

1st Place Winner, Grades 3-5

Evelyn Chen, 3rd Grade
Where I Belong

“Miki! Your English teacher’s here!” I sighed and put down the book I was reading. Ever since I was five
years old, I had been taking English lessons. For some reason, the language I speak is different from my
parents’. My mom wanted me to learn English so I won’t feel lonely at school.
My teacher’s name is Hana, and she speaks the same language I speak. Hana is very nice and kind. She
always brings a yummy snack for me. Maybe learning English won’t be so hard with Hana to help me, I
thought as I went to the front door to meet her.
After English class when Dad came home, at dinner I asked him and Mom, “I remember a place where
there were lots of little children. Then you and Mom came in the room and took me here. Where was that?”
Dad stopped mid-chew. Then he looked at Mom and said, “Carla, do you think we should tell her?” Mom
thought for a second. “No, Robert. I don’t think we should—” began Mom, but Dad interrupted her. “But she wants to know!” “Robert! We’ll
discuss this later.” Then Dad went back to eating like nothing had happened, but Mom glared at him, then dumped her plate into the sink and
stormed upstairs.
At night, I couldn’t sleep. I turned my pillow over a million times, kicked off my blankets and turned on my fan, but I was still hot and couldn’t
sleep. I decided to sleep in my parents’ room. So I tiptoed to my door and opened it a little bit. Mom was in the hallway and she was carrying
a large photo album. She walked toward the attic stairs, and as Mom stepped onto the first step, a piece of paper fell out of the photo album.
When the coast was clear, I opened the door of my room and picked up the piece of paper. It was a photo. I held it up to the moonlight that
shone through the open window in the hallway. The photo showed a man and woman hugging a baby. The man and woman wore clothes that
looked like fancy bathrobes. On the back of the picture there was writing. It said: Hiro and Keiko with Miki - 2008
The writing had my name on it! I dashed to my parent’s room. “Miki, what—” began Dad. “Mom! Dad! Listen!” I said. Then I explained that I had
seen Mom put the photo album in the attic, and that I saw the photo fall out. “Look!” I said, and then practically shoved the photo under Mom’s
nose. “Are these people my mom and dad?” I asked. Mom just stared at the photo. Dad said, “Yes. They were our best friends in Japan. Hiro
and Keiko died in an earthquake. Hiro said that if anything happened to them, then we should take care of you.” “Oh. So you adopted me from
Japan, and brought me here. Right?” “Correct.” Mom said. Then I asked the question I have been pondering for a long time. “Am I Japanese or
American?” Mom said, “Both.” Dad said “You’re Japanese-American.”
I have been thinking about that question for a long time, and now that I have an answer, I’m very happy. I asked Dad, “Can we go to Japan next
year?” “Sure!” said Dad. “You know what? We could go next week. If you pack everything you need.” “Yay!” I am very happy that I know I’m
Japanese and American. Finally I know where I belong.

2nd Place Winner, Grades 3-5

Gwendolyn Lopez, 4th grade
Title: “The Letter”
Summary: In Mexico, a story about a grandfather and great-uncle dreamed of the American Dream and
lay in suspense as they wait for an important letter that could make that dream come true.
Excerpt: In the 1950s, my grandfather Rubén was a young man in México. He and his twin brother Salvador
were working as miners in the small town of Hostotipaquillo in Jalisco. After the day’s work was done, they
were all dirty, sweaty, and tired. Then, they would walk home to take a shower and have dinner. While eating,
they would discuss the same subject: How can we have a better future?
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Search Your Family Tree

3rd Place Winner
Grades 3-5

If these stories and artwork have inspired you to learn more about
your own family history, you may want to check out our Genealogy
Resources. Genealogy has become an increasingly popular pastime
and hobby in the United States. Pasadena Public Library is a great
starting point for anyone who is interested in tracing their family
history. In addition to the Library’s comprehensive Pasadena history
collection, the Genealogy Information Service offers genealogical
resources both in print and online, provides free obituary searches
in our local papers, and conducts one-on-one training on how to
use the library’s resources.

Andrew
Smithwick
5th grade

Title: “My Family’s
American Story”

Our printed genealogy collection supports users who are in the
initial stages of researching their family history, including basic
genealogy reference materials and how-to books. The Library’s
premium online resources connect amateurs and genealogists with
a wealth of records and information. The Ancestry Library Edition, for
instance, contains billions of records in census data, vital records,
directories, immigration records and more. HeritageQuest, a rich
and unique resource with coverage dating back to the 1700s,
provides over 28,000 family and local histories, the Revolutionary
War Pension Files, the Freedman’s Bank records and the Periodical
Source Index.

Summary: A glimpse into
several of Smithwick’s
ancestors while marking
significant moments in history, starting from 1642, the moment one
of his ancestors set sail to America.
Excerpt: My name is Hugh Henry Smithwick. It is the year 1642

and we are setting sail on the Good Ship Globe from England. I am
traveling with 15 other men to Virginia in the American colonies. We
are each going to set up 750 acres of land for lumber plantations
under Mr. William Eyres’ command. We’re going to sell the lumber
back to England and get rich. I am very eager to start.

Library users also have access to additional genealogy research
materials through interlibrary loan or referral services. Visit our
online Genealogy Guide at http://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/
genealogy to start your family research and explore many of the
resources at your fingertips. To learn more about our genealogy
resources, make your appointment online at
http://cityofpasadena.net/library/reference_research/bookus.

Winning entries grades 6 – 12 will be featured
in the next issue of Off the Shelf.

Locations & Hours
Central Library - 285 E. Walnut Street • (626) 744-4066
Mon–Thurs • 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. Fri & Sat • 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sun • 1 – 5 p.m.
Allendale Branch - 1130 S. Marengo Ave.
(626) 744-7260
Mon–Thurs & Sat • 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Fri • 2 – 6 p.m.
Hastings Branch - 3325 E. Orange Grove Blvd.
(626) 744-7262
Mon–Thurs • 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. Fri & Sat • 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sun • 1 – 5 p.m.
Hill Avenue Branch - 55 S. Hill Avenue • (626) 744-7264
Mon–Thurs & Sat • 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Fri • 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Linda Vista Branch - 1281 Bryant Street • (626) 744-7278
Mon–Thurs & Sat • 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Fri • 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
San Rafael Branch - 1240 Nithsdale Road
(626) 744-7270
Mon–Thurs & Sat • 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Fri • 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Santa Catalina Branch - 999 E. Washington Blvd.
(626) 744-7272
Mon–Thurs & Sat • 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Fri • 2 – 6 p.m.
Villa Parke Branch - 363 East Villa Street • (626) 744-6510
Mon-Fri • 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Sat • 9 a.m. – 1 p.m

FREE Weekend Parking For CENTRAL LIBRARY Patrons
Additional free parking is available on Saturdays & Sundays at the adjacent University of
Phoenix underground parking structure.
To access the lot, enter the driveway near the corner of Garfield & Corson streets.

Join
us on
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Printed on Recycled paper

The Library often photographs
or videotapes programs for use
in publicity materials. By being present
during these activities, you consent to
use of your appearance or likeness by
the Library, and its licensees, designees,
or assignees, in all media, worldwide,
in perpetuity. To ensure the privacy of
individuals and children, images will not
be identified using names or personal
identifying information without written
approval from the photographed subject,
parent or legal guardian.
For information on accessibility
or to request reasonable
accommodations, please call
the branch location listed in this brochure
one week in advance of program or event.

Lamanda Park Branch - 140 S. Altadena Drive
(626) 744-7266
Mon–Thurs & Sat • 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Fri • 2 – 6 p.m.
La Pintoresca Branch - 1355 N. Raymond Avenue
(626) 744-7268
Mon–Sat • 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Photos provided by Catherine Hany.

facebook.com/pasadenalibrary

FREE
PARKING

Follow
us on

twitter.com/pasadenalibrary

pasadenapubliclibrary.net

