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For information about the COVID-19 virus and  
how to keep you and your loved ones safe visit  
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/covid-19/ !

All Pasadena Public Libraries will be CLOSED for all services in observance of:
Veterans Day – Wednesday, Nov. 11
Thanksgiving Eve – Wednesday, Nov. 25 at 5 p.m.
Thanksgiving – Thursday & Friday, Nov. 26 & 27

N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  P a s a d e n a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y

And the 2021 Pasadena  
One City, One Story Nominees are …

A Long Petal of the Sea by Isabel Allende 
In the late 1930s, civil war grips Spain. When General Franco and his Fascists succeed in overthrowing the 
government, hundreds of thousands are forced to flee in a treacherous journey over the mountains to the 
French border. Among them is Roser, a pregnant young widow, who finds her life intertwined with that 
of Victor Dalmau, an army doctor and the brother of her deceased love. In order to survive, the two must 
unite in a marriage neither of them desires.

Together with 2,000 other refugees, Roser and Victor embark for Chile on the SS Winnipeg, a ship chartered 
by the poet Pablo Neruda: “the long petal of sea and wine and snow.” As unlikely partners, the couple  
embraces exile as the rest of Europe erupts in war. Starting over on a new continent, they face trial after 
trial, but they also find joy as they patiently await the day when they might go home. Through it all, their 
hope of returning to Spain keeps them going. Destined to witness the battle between freedom and  
repression as it plays out across the world, Roser and Victor will find that home might have been closer 
than they thought all along.

The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett  
From The New York Times-bestselling author of The Mothers, The Vanishing Half is a stunning new novel 
about twin sisters, inseparable as children, who ultimately choose to live in two very different worlds, one 
Black and one white. The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together in a 
small, southern Black community and running away at age 16, it's not just the shape of their daily lives that 
is different as adults, it's everything: their families, their communities, their racial identities. Many years 
later, one sister lives with her Black daughter in the same southern town she once tried to escape. The 
other secretly passes for white, and her white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, even separated  
by so many miles and just as many lies, the fates of the twins remain intertwined. What will happen to the 
next generation, when their own daughters' storylines intersect?

Join us as we celebrate 
National Native American 
Heritage Month this  
November.  
Page 4

Books for Our Times
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Tattoos on the Heart by Father Gregory Joseph Boyle, S. J.
Tattoos on the Heart is a series of parables about kinship and redemption from pastor, activist and  
renowned speaker, Father Gregory Boyle, who founded Homeboy Industries, a gang-intervention,  
rehabilitation and reentry program 30 years ago in Los Angeles, the gang capital of the world. In this,  
his debut book, he distills his experience working with gang members into a breathtaking series of 
parables inspired by faith. Tattoos on the Heart reminds us that no life is less valuable than another. 

From giant, tattooed Cesar, shopping at JC Penney fresh out of prison, we learn how to feel worthy of 
God’s love. From 10-year-old Pipi, we learn the importance of being known and acknowledged. From 
Lulu, we come to understand the kind of patience necessary to rescue someone from the dark—as  
Father Boyle phrases it, we can only shine a flashlight on a light switch in a darkened room. This is a  
motivating look at how to stay faithful in spite of failure, how to meet the world with a loving heart,  
and how to conquer shame with boundless, restorative love.

The Water Dancer: A Novel by Ta-Nehisi Coates
Young Hiram Walker was born into bondage. When his mother was sold away, Hiram was robbed of all 
memory of her—but was gifted with a mysterious power. Years later, when Hiram almost drowns in a 
river, this power saves his life. This brush with death births an urgency in Hiram and a daring scheme:  
to escape from the only home he’s ever known.

So begins an unexpected journey that takes Hiram from the corrupt grandeur of Virginia’s proud plantations 
to desperate guerrilla cells in the wilderness, from the coffin of the Deep South to dangerously idealistic 
movements in the North. Even as he’s enlisted in the underground war between slavers and the enslaved, 
Hiram’s resolve to rescue the family he left behind endures.

Akin by Emma Donoghue
Akin is a tale of love, loss and family, in which a retired New York professor’s life is thrown into chaos 
when he takes his great-nephew to the French Riviera, in hopes of uncovering his own mother's war-
time secrets. Noah is only days away from his first trip back to Nice since he was a child when a social 
worker calls looking for a temporary home for Michael, his 11-year-old great-nephew. Though he has 
never met the boy, he gets talked into taking him along to France. This odd couple, suffering from jet lag 
and culture shock, argue about everything from steak haché to screen time, and the trip is looking like 
a disaster. But as Michael's ease with tech and sharp eye help Noah unearth troubling details about their 
family’s past, both of them come to grasp the risks that people in all eras have run for their loved ones, 
and find they are more akin than they knew.

The Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich
Based on the extraordinary life of National Book Award-winning author Louise Erdrich’s grandfather,  
who worked as a night watchman and carried the fight against Native American dispossession from  
rural North Dakota all the way to Washington, D.C., this powerful novel explores themes of love and 
death with a balance of lightness and gravity and unfolds with the elegant prose, sly humor and  
depth of feeling of a master craftsman.

Thomas Wazhashk is the night watchman at the jewel bearing plant, the first factory located near the 
Turtle Mountain Reservation in rural North Dakota. He is also a Chippewa Council member who is trying 
to understand the consequences of a new “emancipation” bill on its way to the floor of the United States 
Congress. It is 1953 and he and the other council members know the bill isn’t about freedom; Congress 
is fed up with Indians. The bill is a “termination” that threatens the rights of Native Americans to their 
land and their very identity. How can the government abandon treaties made in good faith with Native 
Americans “for as long as the grasses shall grow, and the rivers run?”

http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/


Transcendent Kingdom by Yaa Gyasi
Yaa Gyasi's stunning follow-up to her acclaimed national best seller Homegoing is a powerful, raw,  
intimate, deeply layered novel about a Ghanaian family in Alabama ravaged by depression and addiction 
and grief--a novel about faith, science, religion, love.

Gifty is a sixth-year PhD candidate in neuroscience at the Stanford University School of Medicine studying 
reward-seeking behavior in mice and the neural circuits of depression and addiction. Her brother, Nana, 
was a gifted high school athlete who died of a heroin overdose after an ankle injury left him hooked on 
OxyContin. Her suicidal mother is living in her bed. Gifty is determined to discover the scientific basis for 
the suffering she sees all around her. But even as she turns to the hard sciences to unlock the mystery of 
her family's loss, she finds herself hungering for her childhood faith and grappling with the evangelical 
church in which she was raised, whose promise of salvation remains as tantalizing as it is elusive. 

Leave Only Footprints: My Acadia – To – Zion Journey  
Through Every National Park by Conor Knighton
When Conor Knighton set off to explore America's "best idea," he worried the whole thing could end up 
being his worst idea. A broken engagement and a broken heart had left him longing for a change of  
scenery, but the plan he'd cooked up in response had gone a bit overboard in that department: Over  
the course of a single year, Knighton would visit every national park in the country, from Acadia to Zion.
 
In Leave Only Footprints, Knighton shares informative and entertaining dispatches from what turned out  
to be the road trip of a lifetime. Whether he's waking up early for a naked scrub in a historic bathhouse in 
Arkansas or staying up late to stargaze along our loneliest highway in Nevada, Knighton weaves together 
the type of stories you're not likely to find in any guidebook. Through his unique lens, America the Beautiful 
becomes America the Captivating, the Hilarious, and the Inspiring. Along the way, he identifies the threads 
that tie these wildly different places together—and that tie us to nature—and reveals how his trip ended  
up changing his views on everything from God and love to politics and technology.

Heaven, My Home by Attica Locke
Nine-year-old Levi King knew he should have left for home sooner; now he’s alone in the darkness of  
vast Caddo Lake, in a boat whose motor just died. A sudden noise distracts him – and all goes dark.

Darren Matthews is trying to emerge from another kind of darkness; after the events of his previous  
investigation, his marriage is in a precarious state of re-building, and his career and reputation lie in the 
hands of his mother, who’s never exactly had his best interests at heart. Now she holds the key to his  
freedom, and she’s not above a little maternal blackmail to press her advantage.

An unlikely possibility of rescue arrives in the form of a case up Highway 59, in a small lakeside town where 
the local economy thrives on nostalgia for ante-bellum Texas – and some of the era’s racial attitudes still 
thrive as well. Levi’s disappearance has links to Darren’s last case, and to a wealthy businesswoman, the 
boy’s grandmother, who seems more concerned about the fate of her business than that of her grandson.

Darren has to battle centuries-old suspicions and prejudices, as well as threats that have been reignited  
in the current political climate, as he races to find the boy, and to save himself.

On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous by Ocean Vuong
On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot read. Written when the 
speaker, Little Dog, is in his late 20s, the letter unearths a family’s history that began before he was born — 
a history whose epicenter is rooted in Vietnam — and serves as a doorway into parts of his life his mother 
has never known, all of it leading to an unforgettable revelation. At once a witness to the fraught yet unde-
niable love between a single mother and her son, it is also a brutally honest exploration of race, class and 
masculinity. Asking questions central to our American moment, immersed as we are in addiction, violence 
and trauma, but undergirded by compassion and tenderness, On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is as much 
about the power of telling one’s own story as it is about the obliterating silence of not being heard.

With stunning urgency and grace, Ocean Vuong writes of people caught between disparate worlds, and 
asks how we heal and rescue one another without forsaking who we are. The question of how to survive, 
and how to make of it a kind of joy, powers the most important debut novel of many years.
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Celebrating National  
Native American Heritage Month

Celebrate Indigenous Peoples at Storytime
Join us for this Preschool Storytime that celebrates Indigenous Peoples with stories and folktales. For ages 3-5 and their caregivers. 
Live on Facebook at  www.facebook.com/pasadenalibrary 
Monday, Nov. 9 • 10:30 a.m. • Facebook

Read Around the World Book Club Visits the Navajo Nation
Join us for a discussion of the book Race to the Sun by Rebecca Roanhorse, and learn about the Navajo Nation. For 3rd-5th graders. 
Please try to read the book ahead of time; send an email to akolakowski@cityofpasadena.net to let her know you'd like to join and  
to get a copy of the book. Sign up here. 
Friday, Nov. 13 • 3 p.m. • Zoom 

Virtual YA Book Club: Apple: Skin to the Core 
In celebration of National American Indian Heritage Month, join us for a discussion of the book, Apple: Skin to the Core by Eric Gansworth. 
Reading the book is not required to attend the meeting, but you'll get a fuller discussion experience if you read the book. For teens 
only. Sign up here.
Monday, Nov. 16 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Journey with the Tongva: People of the Earth 
Presented by Tongva Tribal Elder Julia Bogany 
Join us for a journey into California’s history. Discover the history of the Gabrieleno-Tongva people, whose territory stretched over 
2,500 square miles, occupying much of what is now the Los Angeles Basin, as well as the Channel Islands. 

Multiple communities based on family ties organized themselves into larger groups that governed social, political and economic  
interactions. The Gabrieleno-Tongva were primarily hunter-gatherers who changed location with the seasons, while the communities 
on the islands and coastline remained in place and used canoes, called Tiats, to thrive on deep-sea fishing. 

The Gabrieleno-Tongva people have a rich oral history full of legends and stories shared by the many who still live in the area today. 
Julia Bogany, a member of the Tongva tribe who serves on their Tribal Council and as their Cultural Consultant, will share the native 
culture and history of the Gabrieleno-Tongva people. Sign up here.
Tuesday, Nov. 17 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

National American Indian Heritage Month celebrates and recognizes the accomplishments 
of the peoples who were the original inhabitants, explorers and settlers of the United 
States. This month Pasadena Public Library celebrates the culture and heritage of  
these remarkable Americans who deeply enrich the quality and character of our nation.

https://m.facebook.com/pasadenalibrary
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3406
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3346
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3344
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Special Events
Practice and Play-Along with your Ukulele
Join us for a little bit of lesson, a little bit of playing and a whole lot of fun!  
Bring your own uke or contact Marie Plug if you need a ukulele at  
mplug@cityofpasadena.net. (Limited supply available) For ages 9+.  
Fun for teens and adults too! Sign up here. 
Mondays, Nov. 9, 16, 23 & 30 • 6 p.m. • Zoom

Film: Dream Big: Engineering Our World 
Presented by American Society of Civil Engineers
Narrated by Academy Award® winner Jeff Bridges, 
Dream Big: Engineering Our World is a first-of-its-kind 
film for IMAX and giant screens that will transform 
how we think about engineering. From the Great Wall 
of China and the world’s tallest buildings, to underwater 
robots, solar cars and smart, sustainable cities, Dream 
Big celebrates the human ingenuity behind engineering marvels big  
and small, and reveals the heart that drives engineers to create better lives  
for people around the world. The film highlights various Dream Team panels  
and is only available on specific days.  

Watch it in English: https://vimeo.com/463655567 or  
Spanish: https://vimeo.com/463459829 using the password of the day. 
Closed Captioning available by clicking the CC icon on the lower right of the screen.

English: https://vimeo.com/463655567. Password: dreambignov10 
Spanish: https://vimeo.com/463459829. La contraseña: dreambignov10 
Tuesday, Nov. 10 • All day 

English: https://vimeo.com/463655567. Password: dreambignov14 
Spanish: https://vimeo.com/463459829. La contraseña: dreambignov14 
Saturday, Nov. 14 • All day 

English: https://vimeo.com/463655567. Password: dreambignov17 
Spanish: https://vimeo.com/463459829. La contraseña: dreambignov17 
Tuesday Nov. 17 • All day 

English: https://vimeo.com/463655567. Password: dreambignov24 
Spanish: https://vimeo.com/463459829. La contraseña: dreambignov24 
Tuesday Nov. 24 • All day 

Dream Teams 
• Women in Engineering 
https://youtu.be/WD2jtYSOZ0Q 
Tuesday Nov. 10 • 10 a.m. 

• Cities of the Future 
https://youtu.be/KQNwelSFcMA 
Tuesday Nov. 10 • 4 p.m.

• Engineering Extravaganza 
https://youtu.be/RWXpG48xBIo 
Tuesday Nov. 24 • 1 p.m.

Mindfully Grateful 
When we give our gratitude for what we  
have or what we would like to have in our  
lives, we are using the law of quantum physics  
to create an even better life for ourselves and 
those around us. The use of the power of  
gratitude is researched and documented to 
be an effective approach to manifest what we 
want.Learn more about how to use this amazing 
and simple tool in creating a more meaningful 
and joyful life. Presented by Maggie Thomas 
LCSW/M.Ed. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 • 11 a.m. • Zoom

Los Angeles Union Station  
Virtual Tour
Metro Community Education offers you a virtual 
way to explore Los Angeles Union Station and 
learn about safety around Metro. Visit Los  
Angeles Union Station and receive an overview 
of the different modes of transportation available 
through a guided virtual tour. Presented by  
L.A. Metro. Sign up here.
Wednesday, Nov. 18 • 11 a.m. • Zoom

Holiday Stress Reduction  
Through Meditation
The holidays can be a stressful time for everyone. 
Join long-time meditation practitioner Doug  
Frankel as he discusses the extraordinary effect 
meditation can have on our mental well-being and 
leads participants through a meditation session. 
Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Dec. 2 • 4:30 p.m. • Zoom

http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/calendar/
https://vimeo.com/463655567
https://vimeo.com/463459829
https://vimeo.com/463655567
https://vimeo.com/463459829
https://vimeo.com/463655567
https://vimeo.com/463459829
https://vimeo.com/463655567
https://vimeo.com/463459829
https://vimeo.com/463655567
https://vimeo.com/463459829
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WD2jtYSOZ0Q&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQNwelSFcMA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RWXpG48xBIo&feature=youtu.be
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3410
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3411
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3415


Port of Los Angeles: Conflict, Commerce, 
and the Fight for Control by Geraldine Knatz
Presented in collaboration with The Book Club of California.

With years of research and more than 200 maps and images, author Geraldine Knatz 
shapes an insightful story of the Port of Los Angeles, from its early entrepreneurs to the 

city’s business and political leadership, and the inevitable conflicts that arose between them. Knatz digs into the back stories of the key  
players in a hardcore, well-documented piece of storytelling at its best.

Port of Los Angeles matches a topic—the history of Los Angeles Harbor—with someone of unquestionable authority to tackle the subject. 
Knatz worked for nearly four decades at the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach, her last eight years as Executive Director at Los Angeles. 
In this remarkable book, her expertise shows. Port of Los Angeles reads like a script for another Chinatown, only this time it's about saltwater 
and controlling the waterfront, not drinking water and controlling the land. Knatz takes readers on a journey that will educate and inspire, 
and fills these pages with real-life intrigue, masterminds and politics extraordinaire.

Port of Los Angeles will leave the world's maritime aficionados spellbound and historians in awe. A must-read for anyone who treasures  
the history of Los Angeles.

Geraldine Knatz began her career at the Port of Los Angeles in 1977 as a marine environmental assistant—and scuba diver—while still a 
student at the University of Southern California. When she wasn't transplanting kelp plants from Catalina Island to the breakwater of Los 
Angeles Harbor, she was diving to the floor of the harbor to measure oil pools that resulted from the explosion of the Liberian oil tanker,  
SS Sansinena. 

In a career that spanned 37 years at the Port of Los Angeles and the Port of Long Beach, Knatz advanced to various leadership positions 
until she was named Executive Director of the Port of Los Angeles, America's largest container port. At its helm for eight years, Knatz also 
showcased the port’s historic resources during its year-long Centennial Celebration in 2007, ensuring century-old photographs, maps  
and documents were preserved for future generations.

The author of two regional histories, Long Beach’s Los Cerritos and Terminal Island: Lost Communities of Los Angeles Harbor, Knatz is  
currently a professor of practice at the University of Southern California, with a joint appointment in the Price School of Public Policy  
and the Viterbi School of Engineering. Married with two children, Knatz resides in Long Beach. Questions and answers will follow.  
Sign up here. 
Thursday, Nov. 12 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

CITY OF ANGLES by William Loving

City of Angles is a darkly humorous story of hope, loss, family and, most of all, community, 
set in modern-day Los Angeles. In this re-imagining of the epic poem The Aeneid of 
Virgil, Homer V. Innes loses everything in a devastating series of calamities and winds 
up homeless on the streets of Los Angeles. Desperate to put his life back together and 
find his runaway son, Innes embarks on an epic journey across a Los Angeles that is 
both familiar and foreign. In the course of his misadventures, he encounters a diverse 
and eccentric cast of urban characters, from the homeless on Skid Row, to teenage 
runaways, drag queens, porn stars and hookers, all of whom contribute to his ultimate 
epiphany as he seeks his place in the world.

William Loving is a former newspaper reporter and editor at the Los Angeles Times, Minneapolis Star Tribune, Providence Journal, and  
Connecticut Post. Raised in Baltimore, Maryland, he lives in Pasadena with his wife Rhonda Hillbery and a cat named Oberon. City of Angles 
is his first novel. Questions and answers will follow. Sign up here. 
Thursday, Nov. 5 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

Authors & their Journeys Series
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CITY
of

ANGLES
A NOVEL

WILLIAM LOVING

“Loving turns a compassionate and comic eye on the  
downtrodden and elevates them in his assured debut.” 

—Ivy Pochoda, author of  These Women

http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3405
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3421
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/


RBG (2018) PG – Documentary  
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
developed a breathtaking legal legacy while  
becoming an unexpected pop culture icon.  
RBG is a revelatory documentary exploring  
Ginsburg's exceptional life and career.

Unsung Heroes (2014) NR – Documentary  
The story of America's female patriots is an 
inspirational saga of unrecognized courage  
and sacrifice that touches every community in 
the nation. Through rare photographs, archival 
materials, personal memorabilia and on-camera 
interviews, this two-part documentary produced 
by Academy Award® winner Ron Howard 
illustrates the enormous accomplishments and 
profound sacrifices of our female patriots that 
have previously been ignored...until now!

Films
We invite you to join our movie series anytime you wish at home, 
available through hoopla. To access it, go to hoopla. 

Create your own login with email and password, and then select  
“Pasadena Public Library.” Finally, enter your 14-digit library card number.

hoopla is available on many different devices:

On your desktop or laptop 
computer in your browser 
(Chrome, Firefox, etc.)

Via some smart TV  
devices, such as Roku

On a smart  
phone or tablet

Via the hoopla app in  
App Store or Google Play

Bee Nation (2018) NR CC Documentary 
Bee Nation follows the inspirational stories 
of Indigenous youth living on reserves in 
Saskatchewan as they participate in the 
first-ever First Nations Provincial Spelling 
Bee in Canada. 
 

Children of the Arctic  
(2016) NR CC Documentary  
Children of the Arctic is a portrait of five 
Native Alaskan teenagers growing up in 
Barrow – the northernmost community 
in the United States. As their climate and 
culture undergo profound changes, they 
strive to balance being modern American 
kids and the inheritors of an endangered 
way of life. We witness the social pressure 
they undergo, and how they face the  
increasingly tough decisions of their  
lives: to stay, or to leave?

NOVEMBER MOVIES
In memory of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg and Commemorating Veterans Day  
and National Native American Heritage Month.
Selected by The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library.
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iBook Club
"New Adult" readers in their 20s and 30s,  
including participants using speech-generating 
devices, are welcome. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Nov.18 • 4–6 p.m. • Zoom

Pasadena Reads Book 
Club: Upstairs at the 
White House: My Life  
with the First Ladies
Meet to discuss Upstairs at  
the White House: My Life with 
the First Ladies by J. B. West,  
Mary Lynn Kotz. Enjoy this 

fascinating behind-the-scenes look at life 
on Pennsylvania Avenue with America's first 
families, by the man who spent nearly three 
decades in their midst. J. B. West, chief usher 
of the White House, directed the operations 
and maintenance of 1600 Pennsylvania  
Avenue and coordinated its daily life at  
the request of the president and his family. 
He directed state functions; planned parties, 
weddings and funerals, gardens and play-
grounds, and extensive renovations; and  
with a large staff, supervised every activity in 
the presidential home. He witnessed national 
crises and triumphs, and interacted daily with 
six consecutive presidents and first ladies, 
their parents, children and grandchildren, 
and houseguests, including friends, relatives, 
and heads of state. Copies are available 
through hoopla using your Pasadena Public 
Library card. Sign up here. 
Thursday, Nov. 19 • 3 p.m. • Zoom

Sign up for Off the Shelf online 8

For Adults
Teatime: A Grown-Up Storytime
Steep your favorite cuppa, gather your petits fours, and join us as we read aloud from a classic. Get lit(erature)!  
This storytime is for adults—the young at heart. Join us on Instagram Live  @pasadenalibrary.
Mondays • 4 p.m. • Instagram Live

Beyond the Book – PPL’s Virtual Book Groups
Our book groups are now being offered virtually, a new format that will allow you to keep in contact with your fellow book 
lovers as you discuss new books together.

Need a copy of the book? Place a hold on a physical copy using our Library catalog and pick it up at any of our curbside 
pickup locations. You can also download an eBook version using your Pasadena Public Library card one of two ways:  
Via Cloud Library or Via Overdrive.

Allendale Book Discussion: The Moment of Lift
Meet online to discuss The Moment of Lift by author  
Melinda Gates. You can download the e-book version  
using your Pasadena Public Library card here.  
Sign up here.
Thursday, Nov. 5 • 10:30 a.m. • Zoom

West Pasadena Book Group:  
Little Fires Everywhere
Meet to discuss Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng. 
When a custody battle divides her placid town, straitlaced 
family woman Elena Richardson finds herself pitted 
against her enigmatic tenant and becomes obsessed  
with exposing her past, only to trigger devastating  
consequences for both families. Sign up here. 
Saturday, Nov. 14 • 11 a.m. • Zoom

Virtual Hill Avenue Book Club: The Library Book
We will be meeting online via Zoom to discuss The Library 
Book by Susan Orlean. Need a copy of the book? Place a 
hold on a physical copy using our library catalog and pick 
it up at any of our curbside pickup locations. You can also 
download the e-book version using your Pasadena Public
Library card via Cloud Library. Sign up here.
Tuesday, Nov. 17 • 10:30-11:30 a.m. • Zoom

Hastings Branch Book Chit Chat:  
The Giver of Stars
Join us as we discuss The Giver of Stars by author  
Jojo Moyes. Sign up here. 
Tuesday, Nov. 17 • 6:30 p.m. • Zoom 

http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3412
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3413
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/
https://www.instagram.com/pasadenalibrary/?hl=en
http://pasadena.iii.com/iii/encore/;jsessionid=5FF4C98B65719B36154CF70DC64F6693?lang=eng
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/PasadenaPublicLibrary/Featured
https://pasadena.overdrive.com/
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/PasadenaPublicLibrary/Featured/ItemDetail/twvdfr9
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?eventid=3393
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3408
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/PasadenaPublicLibrary/Featured/ItemDetail/r4d5br9
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3409
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3378


Discove
ry

ClassesDiscovery  
Classes

Creative Arts
Art a la Carte 
Artist Lorrie Shriner teaches drawing, watercolor and collage techniques. Beginners welcome.  Sign up here.   
Tuesdays (except Nov. 3) • 2:30 p.m. • Zoom

Crafting with Tiff & Tosh
Join us and learn how to make special fall crafts using items around your home. Join us on Instagram.  
Live at  @ pasadenalibrary.
Monday, Nov. 9 • 3:30 p.m. • Instagram Live

Crafting with Tiff & Tosh
Tosh and Tiff will show you how to decorate your home with simple fall crafts made from items around your home. 
Join us on Instagram. Live at  @ pasadenalibrary.
Monday, Nov. 23 • 3:30 p.m. • Instagram Live.

Gardening
Pasadena Grows: Pasadena Grows: Fall and Winter Planting
Master gardener Yvonne Savio will discuss the many edible and ornamental plants you’ll want to grow and enjoy 
during our region’s long cool season. Sign up here. 
Saturday, Nov. 14 • 10:30 a.m. • Zoom 

Health & Fitness
Zoomba
Join us for an online Zumba class on Zoom. Zumba is a great way to lose weight, tone up, increase cardio strength, 
improve coordination, gain self-esteem and feel happy! Beginners are welcome. Sign up here. 
Wednesdays (except Nov. 11) • 3-3:30 p.m. • Zoom

Language
Spanish Conversation Group 
Want to practice and improve your spoken Spanish? Join our conversational Spanish group, now on Zoom!  
Volunteers and attendees help you make personal progress and provide lots of practice speaking in Spanish.  
For all adults of any Spanish speaking level. Sign up here. 
Thursdays (except Nov. 26) • 2:30-5 p.m. • Zoom
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Social Media Storytime
Join us for small “Storytime Snippets” via social media!   
Come watch us live and share in the fun at home! Questions? 
Contact Jennifer Driscoll, jdriscoll@cityofpasadena.net. 

Preschool Storytime
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
Join us on Facebook at  facebook.com/pasadenalibrary.
Mondays • 10:30 a.m. • Facebook

Toddler Storytime
For ages 18-36 months and their caregivers. 
Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.
Tuesdays • 10:30 a.m. • Instagram Live

Mandarin Chinese Storytime
Enjoy stories, rhymes and songs in Mandarin Chinese.  
For ages 3-5. Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.
Wednesdays, Nov. 4, 18 & 25 • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live 

中文故事時間中文故事時間
歡迎大家一起來聽聽故事、唱唱歌、唸唸童謠!

適合3-5歲的親子參加

請上 圖書館 Instagram Live (IG) 帳號: @pasadenalibrary  
星期三,星期三, Nov. 4, 18 & 25 • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live

Spanish Storytime/Hora de Cuentos en Español
Join us on Facebook at  facebook.com/pasadenalibrary.
Wednesdays, Nov. 4, 18 & 25 • 4 p.m. • Facebook

Early Literacy

Preschool Storytime
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.
Thursdays, Nov. 5, 12 & 19 • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live

ASL Signs ‘n Storytime 
A fun storytime featuring a few American Sign  
Language signs to learn. Join us on Instagram Live  
at  @pasadenalibrary.
Fridays, Nov. 6, 13 & 20 • 4 p.m. • Instagram Live

For Families
Take & Make: Origami and Paper Craft Kit
Reserve a free craft kit and follow our video tutorials to  
create some fun origami and paper crafts. To get one, fill 
out this survey form starting Monday, Nov. 9 at 9:30 a.m. 
to reserve your kit. You’ll receive an email alerting you when 
your craft kit is ready for pickup. For ages 7+. Great for teens 
and families!

Video tutorials to guide you step-by-step will be available  
by broadcast on  YouTube beginning on the following 
dates and times: 

• Origami Lily - Tuesday, Nov. 17 • 4 p.m. •  YouTube
• Paper Pumpkin - Tuesday, Nov. 24 • 4 p.m. •  YouTube
• Origami Butterfly - Tuesday, Dec. 1 • 4 p.m. •  YouTube
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mailto:jdriscoll%40cityofpasadena.net?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/pasadenalibrary
https://www.instagram.com/pasadenalibrary/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/pasadenalibrary/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/pasadenalibrary/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/pasadenalibrary
https://www.instagram.com/pasadenalibrary/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/pasadenalibrary/?hl=en
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/pplorigamicraftkit
https://www.youtube.com/user/pasadenalibrary
https://www.youtube.com/user/pasadenalibrary
https://www.youtube.com/user/pasadenalibrary
https://www.youtube.com/user/pasadenalibrary


Student Resources
Live Virtual Homework Help 
With students distance-learning from home, they may need some help with 
their homework. We’re offering online Homework Help via Live Chat for  
students in Kindergarten to 12th grade. Our helpers are library interns and 
volunteers. Help is chat-based, with the option to connect one-on-one via 
Zoom for screenshare. To use the service, go to the link below during the 
Homework Help times and choose "Homework Help" from the department 
dropdown menu. Live Chat here. No appointment needed.  
For more information, phone (626) 744-7268.

Kindergarten-8th Grade Students
Mondays-Fridays (except Nov. 11, 26 & 27) • 2:30-4 p.m. • Live Chat 

High School Students
Mondays & Wednesdays (except Nov. 11) • 2:30 – 4 p.m. • Live Chat 

Resources at the Ready
Learning never stops! Students can check out our comprehensive list of electronic research and enrichment resources  
for school and research projects here. Need more resources? Visit our Kids and Teen blogs.
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In 300 words or less, tell us a story inspired by dreams or  
capturing dreams. It can be real or fiction, poem or prose. 
• Entry deadline:  Monday, Nov. 30, 2020
• Entry categories:  Students in grades 3-5 • 6-8 • 9-12

CONTEST GUIDELINES
• Open to students in 3rd-12th grades who live in Pasadena, or  
 attend school in Pasadena or Pasadena Unified School District.
• Stories must be 300 words or less.
• Stories must be original and the student’s own work.

ENTRIES
• All entries must be submitted electronically with parent/ 
 guardian signature (if applicable) online using this form: 
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/writing-contest/.  
 (Paste your story into the “Entry” box in the online form.)
• If you have difficulty accessing the form or need help  
 submitting your story, please email Jane Gov at  
 jgov@cityofpasadena.net.

PRIZES
• Three winners from each category will be published in a  
 Pasadena Public Library magazine or eBook. Winners will  
 be notified and sent a copy of the publication. 
• Winners will be announced in an upcoming issue of  
 Off the Shelf.
• Winning stories and a few honorable mentions will be  
 published on our Library Blogs at 
 http://www.pasadena-library.net/

Library Kids
Telling Tales with Nick Smith 
Pasadena Media and Pasadena Public Library 
have partnered to bring you “Telling Tales,” a 
collection of traditional folktales told by library 
staffer and storyteller Nick Smith. This collec-
tion of stories is perfect for school-age kids 
and their families, and is available 24/7 via the 
Library’s  YouTube channel or Kids Blog.

Lucha Libros
Second-graders will meet to 
answer questions in Kahoot about 
the book Junie B. Jones and a 
Little Monkey Business by Barbara 
Park. Then you’ll be able to check 
out our book for January’s session, 
and return on Jan. 20 to answer 
questions about the books we read,  
earn points and prizes.Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 • 6:15 p.m. • Zoom

Dream Catcher  
   Story Contest
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NaNoWriMo Young Writer’s Program
November is National Novel Writing Month! Join us weekly as we  
encourage each other, complete creativity exercises, set word count 
goals and write daily! We’ll use the creative writing resources on  
https://ywp.nanowrimo.org/ and elsewhere. For ages 9 -12  
(yes, kids only!). Sign up here. 
Mondays (except Nov. 23) • 3-4 p.m. • Zoom

State of the Youth
Are you a teen? We need your voice! Join us for the annual State of the Youth to discuss and update Pasadena’s Youth Master Plan.  
Network with youth and community leaders, including school administrators and city officials. All are welcome to attend, but the  
discussion and feedback is primarily for teens. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Nov. 4 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Fro(ZEN) Fridays Meditation & Yoga
Join us for yoga and meditation. Open and free to all on a first-come, first-served basis. Sign up here. For teens and adults. This event 
is made possible by the Innovation (INN) 2 Grant: Developing Trauma Resilient Communities through Community Capacity Building.
Friday, Nov. 13 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Sketches & More (Art at Home for Teens)
Relax and create art in this virtual session for teens, guided by staff from Armory 
Center for the Arts. Supplies available if needed. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Sew it Begins: Cutlery Pouches
In this virtual class, you'll follow along with your sewing machine and make your 
own cutlery travel pouch! This small pouch is an easy beginner's sewing project 
which will contain your cutlery for lunchboxes and picnics. The required supplies 
include a fat quarter of quilting cotton or other woven fabric. Beginner's sewing 
machine knowledge required. For teens and adults, ages 13+. Sign up here.
Tuesday, Nov. 24 • 3-5 p.m. • Zoom

Visit our Teens’ Blog
Check out our blog about teens, for teens, and for educators/parents of teens in the 
Pasadena community area. The blog highlights stories, art, photos, reviews, events, 
resources and articles of interest for library teens.

Tweens

TeenScene
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The Library often photographs or videotapes programs for use in publicity materials. 
By being present during these activities, you consent to use of your appearance  
or likeness by the Library, and its licensees, designees, or assignees, in all media,  
worldwide, in perpetuity. To ensure the privacy of individuals and children, images  
will not be identified using names or personal identifying information without  
written approval from the photographed subject, parent or legal guardian.

Would you like to receive our monthly  
library newsletter by email? It’s easy: just go to  
www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/.  
Enter your name and email address to subscribe, and then follow the 
instructions in the confirmation email. You may unsubscribe at any time.

Sign up for Off the Shelf online

We now offer curbside pickup service at Central Library and Allendale, Hastings, Lamanda Park,  
La Pintoresca, Linda Vista, San Rafael and Santa Catalina branch libraries, where you are able to 
pick up reserved materials placed on hold. Library materials can also be returned in the nearby 
library book drops.

Our staff are still providing reference service for you via phone at (626) 744-4066, option 7,  
by email at ask@cityofpasadena.email.libanswers.com or Live Chat  
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/live-chat/.

Though our doors may be closed as a precautionary measure, we have numerous virtual options to 
inform, educate, entertain and connect you to the greater world beyond your home all accessible 
on our website, www.pasadenapubliclibrary.net. 

Many thanks to The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library for their continued support of Pasadena Public Library’s programs. 
To learn more about The Friends and how you can become a member, visit http://www.friendsppl.org/.

NEW LIBRARY CATALOG SYSTEM

In preparation for a new library catalog system, the Pasadena Public 
Library online catalog will be available in view only mode from Nov. 15 
through 18. No transactions; new library registrations, library holds or 
renewals will be processed during this time period. The new SirsiDynix 
online library catalog system (“Enterprise”) will go ‘live’ on Thursday, 
Nov. 19 and be fully accessible then. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Pasadena 
Public Library at (626) 744-4066 or  
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/live-chat/.
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