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how to keep you and your loved ones safe visit  
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/covid-19/ !
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All Pasadena Public Libraries will be CLOSED in observance of:
Lincoln’s Birthday – Friday, Feb. 12   •   Washington’s Birthday – Monday, Feb. 15
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The City of Pasadena is celebrating Black History Month, also known as National African American History Month, 
by recognizing the achievements and contributions of Black Americans and their central role in our nation’s history 
with virtual programs, events and activities for all ages. Pasadena Public Library has joined the Parks, Recreation, 
and Community Services Department and the Pasadena Black History Committee in offering a month-long series of 
programs in February. Library programming is sponsored by The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library. To view the 
Black History Month brochure click here.

Pasadena Celebrates Black History MonthPasadena Celebrates Black History MonthPasadena Celebrates Black History Month

Black History Month Reading Challenge
We’re highlighting Black history and Black creators this month with a special Black History Month challenge. This just-for-fun 
month-long reading challenge starts Feb. 1. Sign up here. Participate by logging your reading, posting reviews and attending 
some of our virtual programs!

NASA Watch Party
Mars 2020, scheduled to land on Feb. 18, is the first planetary mission since 
Viking with an explicit objective to seek signs of life. Unlike Viking, which was 
concerned with seeking evidence of living or recently dead organisms, Mars 
2020 will explore rocks deposited more than three billion years ago when Mars 
was broadly habitable and the earliest records of life on Earth were forming.

Join us as we get together on Zoom to watch the NASA Mars 2020 Perseverance 
Rover land on Mars at the site of the Jezero Crater! We’ll tune into the NASA  
website to watch, chat and talk a little about the science. We’ll gather virtually 
from wherever we are on Earth to watch the event on Mars! Sign up here. 
Thursday, Feb. 18 • 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. • Zoom

To learn more about this fascinating mission, watch our recent 
program, “The NASA Mars 2020 Mission and the Search 

for Extraterrestrial Life,” featuring Dr. Ken Williford, 
deputy project scientist for the NASA Mars 2020 Mission 
and director of the JPL Astrobiogeochemistry (abc)  
Laboratory, on the Library’s YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YYCwCavfpy8&t=283s

Conversations on COVID-19:  
Finding Antibodies to Fight SARS-CoV-2
Caltech is pleased to invite Pasadena Public 
Library audiences to this special event.  
Christopher Barnes, senior postdoctoral fellow 
at Caltech, speaks with content strategist,  
science writer and Caltech alumna Lori Dajose 
about his work to characterize antibodies to 
the virus that causes COVID-19 and identify 
those that are most effective at neutralizing 
the virus. Antibodies are proteins produced 
by the body in response to infection. Ultimately, 
it is hoped that potent antibodies like the 
ones described in this study can be given  
as treatment or prevention for COVID-19.  
Sign up here. 
Tuesday, Feb. 23 • 11 a.m. • Zoom
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The Cultural Affairs Division of the City of Pasadena will release  
the Annual Grants Program Applications and Guidelines for fiscal 
year 2021-22 on Thursday, Feb. 9.

The annual grants program supports the creative life of Pasadena  
by expanding public access to the arts in our community. Each  
year, through an application process, awards are made to eligible 
applicants to fund diverse programming that benefits the greater 
Pasadena community. DEADLINE: Tuesday, May 4, 2021.

An Outpouring of Love
You heard our December appeal to order books from Vroman’s Bookstore  
to donate to the Pasadena Public Library! The response has been swift and  
great! As the project “facilitator,” The Friends of the Pasadena Public  
Library happily reports that it picked up dozens of orders that arrived  
before the New Year.

The program continues, as it is a wonderful way to help two  
beloved institutions with a single purchase. Simply select a title from the Library’s wish list at 
https://www.vromansbookstore.com/wishlist/2733 and follow instructions below as you fill out your order form.
· In the checkout process, select the “curbside pick-up option.”
· In the comments box at bottom of order form, write “To be picked up by The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library.”
· Upon receiving your pick-up notice from Vroman’s, forward notice to friendsppl@yahoo.com.

  
“Amid the stressful days of the pandemic, we’re grateful for the opportunity to help both the Library  
and Vroman’s,” said Andrea Williams, president of The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library  
organization that supports programs at Central Library and all nine branches.

Please visit the website after Feb. 9 to review this year’s guidelines for more information about eligibility  
and technical assistance trainings:

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/arts-and-cultural-affairs/annual-grants-program/

Pasadena Arts Grants  
Program Announced

The Pasadena Public Library is an information center for the Pasadena community 
in order to preserve and encourage the free expression of ideas essential to an 
informed citizenry.

A variety of highly vetted programs are presented for children and adults and  
they represent the research and opinions of the presenter and do not reflect  
an endorsement by the City of Pasadena nor the Pasadena Public Library. 2Sign up for Off the Shelf online

For the latest information on  
vaccine availability visit  
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/
public-health/covid-19-vaccine/?
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Special Events

 

Storytime for Grownups
Find a comfy chair and settle in on Instagram Live as we read aloud from classic 
works by African American authors in honor of Black History Month. Get lit(erature)! 
For adults. Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.
Mondays • 4 p.m. • Instagram Live

African American Poetry
The Pasadena Rose Poets will present the poetry of African American poets past and present, along with some of their own 
poetry. Presented by Teresa Mei Chuc, Kate Gale, Hazel Clayton Harrison, Gerda Govine Ituarte, Shahé Mankerian, Toni Mosley, 
Carla Sameth and Annette Wong. Sign up here. 
Tuesday, Feb. 9 • 11 a.m. • Zoom

Loving Yourself: Reducing Anxiety Through Meditation
More than ever, it is important that we all take the time to take care of ourselves and get centered. Join long-time meditator 
Doug Frankel as he discusses how to use the power of meditation to reduce your anxiety levels and relieve stress. Participants 
will also be lead through a meditation session. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Feb. 10 • 4:30 p.m. • Zoom

Fatphobia as Anti-Blackness: The Origins of Weight Stigma
The medical establishment tells us that we are in an "obesity epidemic" and that Black people--and Black women especially-
-should lose weight. But is this rooted in health concerns? In this presentation, Sabrina Strings, associate professor of Sociol-
ogy at the University of California, Irvine will show that the aversion to fatness is not rooted in medical concerns; rather, it dates 
back to slavery. Moreover, even the medical field is implicated in its racist and sexist origins. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Feb. 10 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

200 Years of Black Pioneers in Pasadena and Los Angeles 
Many people don't realize how deep the African American community’s roots are in Southern California. This talk explores the 
stories, some little known, of half a dozen pioneering, local individuals and communities:

•  The Pobladores, the original 1781 settlers of the Pueblo of Los Angeles, over half of whom had some African blood.
•  Pio Pico, the last Mexican governor of California, of African and Mestizo ancestry.
•  Biddy Mason, a midwife, who went from newly freed slave to one of the largest commercial landowners in Los Angeles  
 within 20 years.
•  The original African American settlers of Pasadena, who quickly formed a vibrant, tightly knit community here by  
 the early 1900s.
• Paul R. Williams, the first licensed African American architect west of the Mississippi, who built almost a thousand  
 buildings throughout Los Angeles, including in and around Pasadena, among them mansions for stars such as  
 Frank Sinatra, Lucille Ball and Barbara Stanwyck.
• Jackie Robinson, who starred in four sports at John Muir High School, PCC and UCLA, and went on to become  
 the first African American player in major league baseball.

 
Presented by Dave Nufer, a program developer, researcher and docent for Pasadena Heritage and The LA Conservancy. He has 
previously given talks at the library on "Hispanic Influences on California Architecture" and "The Asian Roots of Pasadena's Arts 
and Crafts Architecture." Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Feb. 17 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Ukulele Orchestra Fun
Ever want to experience what it’s like to be in an orchestra? How about a ukulele orchestra? Now’s your chance! Beginner, 
intermediate and advanced players ages nine and up are welcome! These sessions will help prepare you to play a set of songs 
meant for a live performance. Even if you don’t want to play in our ukulele orchestra, you can join in on the fun and learn  
songs to play “live” with family and friends. A limited supply of ukuleles is available on a first come, first-served basis.  
Contact Marie Plug at mplug@cityofpasadena.net if you’d like to borrow an instrument. Sign up here.  
Mondays, Feb. 22 – March 22 • 6 p.m. • Zoom
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Support Pasadena  
Black-Owned Businesses
We encourage everyone to support local  
Black-owned businesses. Please visit  
www.cityofpasadena.net/parks-and-rec  
for a list of businesses. 
Feb. 1-28 • Throughout Pasadena 

Please visit www.cityofpasadena.net/parks-and-rec throughout the month for updates and additional information.

The City of Pasadena Parks Recreation and  
Community Services Department  

and the Pasadena Black History Committee  
will host the following events in celebration of Black History Month and  

in lieu of Pasadena’s 39th Annual Black History Month Parade and Festival.

Pasadena People, Places  
and Events Shaped by  
African Americans 
Take a virtual tour with local community members as 
they provide information on landmarks, educational 
institutions, sports, business and other areas impacted 
by Black Pasadenans. For more information and to 
sign up, visit www.cityofpasadena.net/parks-and-rec/. 
Monday, Feb. 15-Friday, Feb. 19

Drive-in Movie 
Selma (2014) PG-13
A chronicle of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s campaign to 
secure equal voting rights via an epic march from Selma 
to Montgomery, Alabama, in 1965. Free (pre-registration 
required). For more information and to sign up, visit 
www.cityofpasadena.net/parks-and-rec/. 
Saturday, Feb. 20 • 6 p.m. • Rose Bowl
 

Celebrity DJ Dance Party 
Playing sounds from 1960s through 2000s virtually. 
View via livestream on Facebook and Instagram. 
For more information and to sign up, visit  
www.cityofpasadena.net/parks-and-rec/.  
For all ages.
Saturday, Feb. 27 • 5-10 p.m. • Facebook & Instagram

BLACK
OWNED
BUSINESSES
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Authors & their Journeys Series
African American Mystery and Crime Writers
African American authors Rachel Howzell Hall (And Now She’s Gone), Pamela Samuels 
Young (Failure to Protect), and Gary Phillips (Matthew Henson and the Temple of Harlem) 
will share their writing journeys. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Feb. 3 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

The Moor’s Account by author Laila Lalami
Author Laila Lalami will discuss her novel The Moor’s Account, a fictional memoir of Estebanico, the 
Moroccan slave who survived the Narvaez expedition and accompanied Cabeza de Vaca and who was 
widely considered to be the first Black explorer of America. His tale illuminates the ways in which our 
narratives can transmigrate into history—and how storytelling can offer a chance at redemption and 
survival. Lalami was born in Rabat and educated in Morocco, Great Britain and the United States. She 
is the author of four novels, including The Moor’s Account, which won the American Book Award, the Arab-American Book 
Award, the Hurston/Wright Legacy Award and was a finalist for the 2015 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction. Her most recent novel,  
The Other Americans, was a national bestseller and a finalist for the Kirkus Prize and the National Book Award in Fiction.  
She is a full professor of creative writing at the University of California, Riverside and lives in Los Angeles. Her new book,  
a work of nonfiction called Conditional Citizens, was published by Pantheon in September 2020. Sign up here. 
Thursday, Feb. 11 • 5 p.m. • Zoom 

Heaven, My Home by Attica Locke
Author Attica Locke will discuss her latest novel, Heaven, My Home (September 2019), the sequel 
toEdgar Award-winning Bluebird, Bluebird, and share her writing journey as an African American 
writer. Heaven, My Home is a Pasadena Public Library 2021 One City, One Story nominee. Her third 
novel, Pleasantville, was the winner of the Harper Lee Prize for Legal Fiction and was also long-listed 
for the Bailey’s Prize for Women’s Fiction. The Cutting Season was the winner of the Ernest Gaines 
Award for Literary Excellence. Her first novel, Black Water Rising, was nominated for an Edgar 

Award, an NAACP Image Award, as well as a Los Angeles Times Book Prize, and was short-listed for the Women’s Prize for  
Fiction.  A former fellow at the Sundance Institute’s Feature Filmmaker’s Lab, Locke works as a screenwriter as well.  Most 
recently, she was a writer and producer on Netflix’s When They See Us and the upcoming Hulu adaptation of Little Fires  
Everywhere. A native of Houston, Texas, Attica lives in Los Angeles with her husband and daughter. Sign up here. 
Thursday, Feb. 18 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

An American Journey – A Legacy of Freedom and Slavery
Monticello, once the home of Thomas Jefferson and 400 enslaved men, women and children, is a testament 
to America’s legacy of freedom and slavery. Join us as Gayle Jessup White, a descendant of Jefferson and 
two of the families he enslaved, discusses her decades-long journey tracing her family’s oral tradition  
connecting her to Jefferson. A book about her life-long journey will be published by HarperCollins in the  
fall of 2021. White is also Monticello’s first public relations and community engagement officer. Sponsored 
by the Hastings Branch Library Associates. Sign up here. 
Friday, Feb. 26 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

Partners to History: Martin Luther King, Jr., Ralph David Abernathy,  
and the Civil Rights Movement by Donzaleigh Abernathy
Donzaleigh Abernathy, an American actress, author and civil rights activist, will discuss her 
book, Partners to History: Martin Luther King, Jr., Ralph David Abernathy, and the Civil Rights 
Movement. The book is a tribute and testament to the courage, strength and endurance of 
Martin Luther King, Ralph David Abernathy, Sr. and those involved in the Civil Rights Move-
ment -- men who stirred a nation with their moral fortitude. Abernathy is the daughter of 
the Rev. Dr. Ralph Abernathy, Sr. and Juanita Jones Abernathy, who was quite famous for 

being actively involved in the creation and strategies of the Civil Rights Movement and in present-day civil and human rights 
efforts until her death on Sept. 12, 2019. Sign up here. 
Saturday, Feb. 27 • 2 - 4 pm. • Zoom 5Sign up for Off the Shelf online
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Black History Activators (2020)  
Documentary (Celebrating Black History Month)
A documentary about prominent African American 
figures and milestone events that contributed to the 
civil rights movements in the United States. Featuring 
a succession of vignettes about well-known historic 
events and the many people that made crucial and 
long-lasting contributions over the last 100 years, 
including Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois, 
Maya Angelou, and many others. 

Is This Heaven? (2015) Documentary  
(Celebrating Black History Month)
John Preston "Pete" Hill was an American outfielder 
and manager in baseball's Negro leagues from 
1899 to 1925. He played for the Philadelphia Giants, 
Leland Giants, Chicago American Giants, Detroit 
Stars, Milwaukee Bears and Baltimore Black Sox.

The Lake House (2006) PG  
(Valentine's Day)
A lonely doctor, who once occupied an unusual 
lakeside house, begins exchanging love letters  
with its former resident, a frustrated architect.  
They must try to unravel the mystery behind their  
extraordinary romance before it's too late.

Films
We invite you to join our February movie series anytime  
you wish at home, available through hoopla. To access  
it go to hoopla.

Create your own login complete with email and password.  
Then select “Pasadena Public Library.” Finally, enter your 14-digit 
library card number.

hoopla is available on many different devices:

On your desktop or laptop 
computer in your browser 
(Chrome, Firefox, etc.)

Via some smart TV  
devices, such as Roku

On a smart  
phone or tablet

Via the hoopla app in App 
Store or Google Play

JFK & LBJ: A Time for Greatness (2015) 
NR Documentary (President's Day)
How U. S. President Lyndon B. Johnson used  
his political prowess to make the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
happen. The story is told using rarely seen foot-
age, interviews and secret White House tapes.

The Thief of Bagdad (1940) NR  
(Classic Fantasy)
The Thief of Bagdad, inspired by The Arabian 
Nights, is one of the most spectacular fantasy 
films ever made, an eye-popping effects pioneer 
brimming with imagination and technical  
wizardry. When Prince Ahmad is blinded and 
cast out of Bagdad by the nefarious Jaffar, he 
joins forces with the scrappy thief Abu to win 
back his royal place, as well as the heart of a 
beautiful princess.

FEBRUARY MOVIES
Selected by The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library.

6Sign up for Off the Shelf online

https://hoopladigital.com
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/


 

7Sign up for Off the Shelf online

Make Your Own Paper Freedom Quilt Squares
Learn a bit about freedom quilts and then create your own 
paper quilt square to be a part of the Lamanda Community 
Freedom Quilt displayed in the Library’s windows. Quilt 
squares must be picked up and returned to Lamanda  
Park Branch Library. To reserve your kit, sign up at  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/pplfreedomquiltsquares 
beginning Feb. 1. For ages 5-12.
Monday, Feb. 1 • 9 a.m. • While supplies last

STEAM Sun Paper Craft
Learn to make a cyanotype print using sun paper, items 
from nature, and water. Additional supplies needed: leaves, 
flowers, other found materials and a basin of water large 
enough to fit your paper, such as a cookie sheet or large 
bowl. To reserve your craft kit, signup at  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XY7S69V beginning  
Feb. 1. Pick up your kit at Hastings Branch Library, then  
follow our video tutorial on https://www.youtube.com/user/
pasadenalibrary. For ages 5-12.
Monday, Feb. 1 • 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • While supplies last

Busy Bag: Felt Shapes
Parents and caregivers, create your own felt shapes to  
play games with the young children in your care. To reserve 
your craft kit, signup at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
PPLFeltShapes beginning Feb. 5. Pick up your kit at  
Santa Catalina Branch.  
Friday, Feb. 5 • 9:30 a.m. • While supplies last

Hastings Peace Wreath Craft  
Celebrate Black History Month by creating a paper  
peace wreath made of hands. Reserve your craft kit at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N9TPH8N beginning 
Feb. 8 at 9:30 a.m. Additional supplies needed: scissors, 
glue and/or stapler. Pick up your kit at Hastings Branch 
Library. For ages 5+.  
Monday, Feb. 8 • 9:30 a.m. • While supplies last

Linda Vista Decorative Arts: Take and Make  
Fabric Quilt Block Make a small fabric quilt block to celebrate 
one of the oldest forms of African American artistic visual 
expression. Additional supplies needed: scissors. To reserve 
your fabric quilt block craft kit call (626) 744-7278 starting 
Feb. 8 at 9:30 a.m. Pick up your kit at Linda Vista Branch 
Library. For ages 18+.  
Monday, Feb. 8 • 9:30 a.m. • While supplies last

Make It Snow!  
Reserve a craft kit at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ 
PPLMakeItSnow. Pick it up from Santa Catalina Branch Library, 
then follow our video tutorial at https://www.youtube.com/
user/pasadenalibrary to create simulated snow and learn  
the science behind it.  
Tuesday, Feb. 16 • 9:30 a.m. • While supplies last

Notable Black Artists Buttons and Bookmarks
Celebrate the contributions that Black Americans have  
made in the arts by collecting our commemorative buttons 
and bookmarks. Collect all six. Pick up to two buttons or 
bookmarks a week at La Pintoresca Branch Library while  
supplies last. 
Monday, Feb. 8-Friday, Feb. 26 • 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
While supplies last.

Crafting with Tiff & Tosh
Join us and learn how to make special crafts in honor  
of Black History Month. Join us on Instagram Live at  

 @ pasadenalibrary.
Mondays, Feb. 8 & 22 • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live

Black History Month Take & Make: 
Basquiat Crown
Learn about famous African American artist 
Jean-Michel Basquiat then create your very 
own wearable Basquiat crown. Reserve a 
craft kit by filling out a survey form  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PPLBasquiatCrown  
starting Feb. 22 at 9:30 a.m. Pick up your kit at Allendale 
Branch Library.
Monday, Feb. 22-Thursday, Feb. 25 
9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • While supplies last

Crafts
Enjoy fun, free Take and Make crafts that are simple and easy to make! 
Sign up for each using the instructions below to reserve your craft kit. 
Kits are limited to one per participant. They may be picked up at a  
particular library site. You will be notified by email where and when 
your kit is available for pickup. Kits contain the necessary craft material 
and instructions to help guide you in creating the craft. Additional 
items such as scissors, stapler, glue or tape may be needed. The kits 
are extremely popular and available while supplies last. Kits not picked 
up by a certain date, will be released to those on the waiting list.
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Beyond the Book – PPL’s Virtual Book Groups
Our book groups are now being offered virtually, a new format 
that will allow you to keep in contact with your fellow book  
lovers as you discuss new books together.

Need a copy of the book? Place a hold on a physical copy using 
our Library catalog and pick it up at any of our curbside pickup 
locations. You can also download an eBook version using your 
Pasadena Public Library card one of two ways: Via Cloud Library 
or Via Overdrive.

Hastings Branch Book Chit Chat:  
The Vanishing Half
In celebration of Black History Month, join us  
as we discuss The Vanishing Half by author  
Brit Bennet. Sign up here. 
Tuesday, Feb. 2 • 6:30 p.m. • Zoom

Allendale Book Discussion: Invisible Man
We will be meeting online to discuss Invisible Man 
by author Ralph Ellison. Sign up here. 
Thursday, Feb. 4 • 10:30 a.m. • Zoom

Virtual Hill Avenue Book Club: Lakewood
Join us online as we discuss Lakewood by  
Megan Giddings. Copies are available through 
hoopla using your Pasadena Public Library card.  
Sign up here. 
Saturday, Feb. 6 • 10:30 a.m. • Zoom

iBook Club
"New Adult" readers in their 20s and 30s, including participants 
using speech-generating devices, are welcome. Sign up here.
Monday, Feb. 8 • 3–4:30 p.m. • Zoom

West Pasadena Book Group:  
The Boys in the Boat
West Pasadena Book Group will discuss The Boys 
in the Boat by James Brown. "After enthralling 
readers with works such as The Indifferent Stars 
Above, Daniel James Brown turned to the journals 
of the 1936 U.S. crew team to present the tale 

that inspired a nation. Overmatched but determined, a group of 
rowers came together to take on the world for a chance at their 
sport's ultimate prize." Sign up here. 
Saturday, Feb. 20 • 11 a.m. • Zoom

Sign up for Off the Shelf online 8

For Adults

Creative Arts
Art a la Carte 
Artist Lorrie Shriner teaches drawing, watercolor  
and collage techniques. Beginners welcome.   
Sign up here. 
Tuesdays • 2:30 p.m. • Zoom

Gardening
Pasadena Grows: Backyard Beekeeping
Author and blogger Erik Knutzen of popular DIY blog 
Root Simple will discuss the basics of backyard bee-
keeping from the perspective of a natural “backwards” 
beekeeper, including hive placement, attracting bees 
and what to expect when it comes to maintenance. 
Sign up here. 
Saturday, March 6 • 10:30 a.m. – noon • Zoom

Health & Fitness
Zoomba
Join us for an online Zumba class on Zoom. Zumba is 
a great way to lose weight, tone up, increase cardio 
strength, improve coordination, gain self-esteem and 
feel happy! Beginners are welcome. Sign up here. 
Wednesdays • 3-3:30 p.m. • Zoom

Language
Spanish Conversation Group 
Want to practice and improve your spoken Spanish? 
Join our conversational Spanish group now on Zoom! 
Volunteers and attendees help you to make personal 
progress and provide lots of practice speaking in 
Spanish. For all adults of any Spanish speaking level. 
Sign up here.  
Thursdays • 2:30-5 p.m. • Zoom

Discovery 
Classes

Discove
ry

Classes
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Early Literacy

Preschool Storytime
Join us on Facebook at  facebook.com/pasadenalibrary.
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
Mondays (except Feb. 15) • 10:30 a.m. • Facebook

Toddler Storytime
Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.  
For ages 18-36 months and their caregivers. 
Tuesdays • 10:30 a.m. • Instagram Live

Mandarin Chinese Storytime
Enjoy stories, rhymes and songs in Mandarin Chinese.  
Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
Wednesdays • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live

中文故事時間中文故事時間
歡迎大家一起來聽聽故事、唱唱歌、唸唸童謠!
適合3-5歲的親子參加
請上 圖書館  Instagram (IG) 帳號  
星期三 星期三 • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live

Léeme Un Cuento
Spanish Storytime/Hora de Cuentos en Español
Join us on Facebook at  facebook.com/pasadenalibrary.
Wednesdays • 4 p.m. • Facebook

Virtual STEAM Storytime
Join us for a unique STEAM storytime featuring a special  
community guest each Thursday on   Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pasadenalapintoresca/.
Thursdays • 11 a.m. • Facebook 

Preschool Storytime
Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
Thursdays • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live

American Sign Language (ASL)
Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.
Fridays (except Feb. 12) • 4 p.m. • Instagram Live

Celebrate Black History Month  
with Social Media Storytime
Join us as we share books by African American creators.

• Preschool Storytime
 Join us on Facebook at  facebook.com/pasadenalibrary.
 For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
 Monday, Feb. 1 • 10:30 a.m. • Facebook

• Toddler Storytime
 Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.  

 For ages 18-36 months and their caregivers. 
 Tuesday, Feb. 2 • 10:30 a.m. • Instagram Live

• Preschool Storytime
 Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.
 For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
 Thursday, Feb. 4 • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live

• Signs ‘n Storytime 
 A fun storytime featuring a few American Sign Language  

(ASL) signs to learn. Join us on Instagram Live at  
 @pasadenalibrary.

 Friday, Feb. 5 • 4 p.m. • Instagram Live

STEAM Story Time
Miss Monica Reads the NCTE Charlotte Huck 
Award winner, I Am Every Good Thing, by  
Derrick Barnes and Gordon C. James. Join us on  

 Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ 
pasadenalapintoresca/.
Thursday, Feb. 11 • 11 a.m. • Facebook

Preschool Storytime: Celebrating Black Families
Join us as we share family-friendly stories and songs.  
For ages 3-5. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Feb. 17 • 10:30 a.m. • Zoom

Chocolate Storytime
Enjoy an afternoon of storytelling and village building, featuring 
stories authored by and/or about African Americans. Join us 
on  Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pasadena 
lapintoresca/ as Dr. Ayesha Randall reads a book celebrating 
the culture of Black Americans. For ages 3+.
Friday, Feb. 26 • 4 p.m. • Facebook 

Social Media Storytime
Join us for small “Storytime Snippets” via social media!   
Come watch us live and share in the fun at home!  
Questions? Contact Jennifer Driscoll. (jdriscoll@cityofpasadena.net) 
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Library Kids
Telling Tales with Nick Smith 
Join library staffer and storyteller Nick Smith as he shares a mix of folktales and  
historical pieces about African Americans. Find these stories, and more on the Library’s  

 YouTube channel. This collection of stories is perfect for school age kids and their  
families, and is available 24/7 on demand. Presented in partnership with Pasadena Media.

Fun with Mixed Media
Have fun creating two- and three-dimensional art. Explore drawing, collage, watercolor and clay.  
Supply kits provided. For ages 6-8. Presented in partnership with Armory Center for the Arts. Sign up here. 
Thursdays, Feb. 11-March 18 • 3:30–4:15 p.m. • Zoom

African and African American Tales
Join storyteller Michael D. McCarty as he entertains and educates with tales from Africa, and of African-Americans that 
depicts the challenges and triumphs of black people throughout history. For ages 5 and up. Perfect for families!  This  
program will debut Live on  Facebook and YouTube on Thursday, Feb. 11 at 4 p.m.  Can’t join live?  Watch on your  
own schedule through Wednesday, Feb. 17 on either platform.

Lucha Libros
Second graders will meet on Zoom to answer questions about Ivy & Bean by Annie Barrows with a  
Kahoot quiz. Then you’ll be able to check out our book for March, and return on the 3rd Wednesday  
of March to answer questions about the book we‘ll read and earn points and prizes. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Feb. 17 • 6:15-7 p.m. • Zoom

Jungle Drum Circle with Chazz Ross
Celebrate Black History Month with Chazz Ross’s Jungle Drum-Circle performance. Enjoy an amazing percussion show 
with African Djembe drums and learn about their history. Drawing on 40 years of experience in African music and dance, 
Chazz delivers an exciting performance for the whole family. Sign up here.
Monday, Feb. 22 • 2 p.m. • Zoom

Live Virtual Homework Help 
With students distance-learning from home, they may need some help with their homework. We’re offering online  
Homework Help via Live Chat for students in Kindergarten to 12th grade. Our helpers are library interns and volunteers. 
Help is chat-based, with the option to connect one-on-one via Zoom for screenshare. To use the service, go to the link  
below during the Homework Help times and choose "Homework Help" from the department dropdown menu.   
Live Chat here. No appointment needed. For more information, phone (626) 744-7268. 

For a quick video to see how it works, visit https://youtu.be/9gP9W9ix2s0.

Kindergarten-8th Grade Students
Mondays-Fridays (except Feb. 12 & 15) 
2:30-4 p.m. • Live Chat

High School Students
Mondays & Wednesdays (except Feb. 15)  
2:30 – 4 p.m. • Live Chat 

Student Resources
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Resources at the Ready
Learning never stops! Students can check out our comprehensive list of 
electronic research and enrichment resources for school and research 
projects here. Need more resources? Visit our Kids and Teen blogs.
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Virtual Youth Network Meeting
Network with youth and community leaders.  
Discuss, learn and help advance initiatives 
important to teens in Pasadena. For ages 12-18. 
Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Feb. 3 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Teen Writers Meetup
Join other teens and write! Whether you're crafting 
poetry or a novel, writing can be lonely, as it's  
typically a solo endeavor, but meeting with others 
who share the passion can be great for inspiration 
and encouragement. Join us for a writing meetup 
to spark some creativity. We might write together, 
use writing prompts, or share our work in a safe 
and supportive space. For teens only.  
Sign up here. 
Sunday, Feb. 14 • 2–3 p.m. • Zoom

Sketches & More
For teens, join us for a virtual guided art session 
inspired by Black History Month with staff from 
the Armory Center for the Arts. Supplies available 
if needed. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Feb. 17 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Tweens

TeenScene

11Sign up for Off the Shelf online

Sew it Begins: French Seam Drawstring Bags
Follow along with your sewing machine and learn to sew your own 
French seam drawstring bag! This small drawstring bag has nicely 
enclosed seams which will hold up well to frequent use.

Supplies needed: one fat quarter of cotton fabric and coordinating 
sewing machine thread. One yard of cotton twill or ribbon for draw-
strings (may be picked up from Hastings Branch Library). Beginner’s 
sewing machine knowledge required. For teens and adults, ages 13+. 
Sign up here. 
Tuesday, Feb. 23 • 3-5 p.m. • Zoom

Paint With Us
Join us for a painting tutorial inspired by Black History Month. Supplies 
available for pickup if needed. View the livestream at youtube.com/
user/pasadenalibrary. For teens ages 12-18. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Feb. 24 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Visit our Teens’ Blog 
Check out our blog about teens, for teens, and for educators/parents 
of teens in the Pasadena community area. The blog highlights stories, 
art, photos, reviews, events, resources and articles of interest for 
library teens.

Making Beaded Wire Rings
Create beaded rings that you can give your friends as Valentine's Day gifts!  
Led by teen volunteer Kaitlyn Chiu. For ages 9-12. 

To ensure we have enough materials for participants, registration will begin on Jan. 4  
at 9 a.m., and close when filled. Once you register, you will receive a confirmation  
e-mail on how to pick up your craft kit and meeting info. Sign up here. 
Saturday, Feb. 6 • 11 a.m. • Zoom

Windows and Mirrors Book Club
5th – 7th graders meet online to discuss a contemporary realistic middle grade book about kids with diverse 
backgrounds and experiences. Maybe you’ll see yourself in one of these kids, or maybe you’ll get a window  
into the lives of others! This month’s book is A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramée. We’ll talk about the 
book’s themes of civil rights, social justice and activism. Listen to the audiobook on hoopla, read the eBook  
on Overdrive or pick up a print copy from your local branch library. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Feb. 10 • 7 p.m. • Zoom

Fun with Mixed Media
Have fun creating two- and three-dimensional art. Explore drawing, collage, watercolor and clay. Supply kits provided.  
For ages 9-12. Presented in partnership with Armory Center for the Arts. Sign up here. 
Thursdays, Feb. 11-March 18 • 4:30–5:30 p.m. • Zoom
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The library often photographs or videotapes programs for use in publicity materials. 
By being present during these activities, you consent to use of your appearance or 
likeness by the library and its licensees, designees, or assignees, in all media, world-
wide, in perpetuity. To ensure the privacy of individuals and children, images will not 
be identified using names or personal identifying information without written approval 
from the photographed subject, parent or legal guardian.

Would you like to receive our monthly library  
newsletter by email? It’s easy: just go to  
www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/.  
Enter your name and email address to subscribe, and then follow the 
instructions in the confirmation email. You may unsubscribe at any time.

Sign up for Off the Shelf online

We offer curbside pickup service at Central Library and Allendale, Hastings, Lamanda Park,  
La Pintoresca, Linda Vista, San Rafael and Santa Catalina branch libraries, where you are able to 
pick up reserved materials placed on hold. Library materials can also be returned in the nearby 
library book drops.

Our staff are still providing reference service for you via phone at (626) 744-4066, option 7,  
by email at ask@cityofpasadena.email.libanswers.com or Live Chat  
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/live-chat/.

Though our doors may be closed as a precautionary measure, we have numerous virtual options to 
inform, educate, entertain and connect you to the greater world beyond your home all accessible 
on our website, www.pasadenapubliclibrary.net. 

Many thanks to The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library for their continued support of Pasadena 
Public Library’s programs. To learn more about The Friends and how you can become a member,  
visit http://www.friendsppl.org/.

Haven’t done them yet? Need tax forms? The Library can help you out.  
Request your needed federal and state tax forms by phone: (626) 744-4066 
(option 7), email: lib_central@cityofpasadena.net, online chat:  
www.cityofpasadena.net/library/live-chat or through AskUs:  
www.cityofpasadena.libanswers.com/. Then stop by Pasadena Central 
Library’s curbside pickup service to pick up your requested tax forms. 

Before you do though, be sure that you have been contacted first by  
Library staff before you stop by curbside pickup to pick up your forms. 

Additional tax forms and information are available from the IRS website, 
www.irs.gov, and from the Franchise Tax Board website, www.ftb.ca.gov.  

A list of online tax resources can also be found on the library’s website, 
https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/Taxes.

Programming Preview
• Author Talk by Father Boyle
 Sunday, March 14 • 2 p.m. • Zoom
• Community Book Discussion
• One City, One Story Book Club
• Poetry Contest

One City, One Story 
March 2021

Tattoos on  
the Heart  
by Father Gregory Boyle

Filed Your  
Taxes?
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