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For information about the COVID-19 virus and 
how to keep you and your loved ones safe visit  
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/covid-19/ !

N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  P a s a d e n a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y

Pasadena Public Library greeted 2020 celebrating the 400th 
anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower and kicking off  
the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment, 
giving women the right to vote in 1920. Then in March, the  
COVID-19 pandemic shook our world as we faced an unknown 
and unprecedented situation bringing building closures,  
challenges and opportunities. Libraries, by design, are gathering 
spaces, program spaces, meeting spaces, learning spaces, 
and collection and materials spaces. We pivoted quickly to 
evaluate the programs and services we offer and move as 
much online as possible. 

Our staff has provided robust online services, including refer-
ence and customer service support via email and Live Chat, 
and has provided instant online library cards. We have also 
discovered virtual programming formats like Zoom, Facebook 
Live and Instagram, providing story times, bookclubs, coding 
classes, author talks, cooking classes, citizenship programs, 
Zumba, and other programs and events on these formats. 
From an initial offering of seven virtual programs in April, we 
have grown to offer 60 in December, with many programs 
attended by 50-100+ participants. Last but not least, we have 
increased our online research databases and eBook/eAudio-
book offerings to meet the online demand.

Staff has also completed a myriad of projects, including sewing 
washable cloth masks for City employees; providing translation 
services in Spanish, Mandarin and Armenian; partnering with 
Huntington Hospital outreach nurses to provide free flu shot 
clinics for our community; and assisting in the Emergency  
Operations Center documentation unit in supporting the 
library, other City departments, the local senior center,  
school district and community organizations.

We partnered with the City’s Public Health and Housing  
departments on a number of COVID-19 projects, including 
using one of our branches as a location for mobile shower 
service, a meal and a safe place to rest for those experiencing 

We wish you and your family  
a happy, healthy New Year!

homelessness. Our staff also assisted the Housing Department 
with the installation and maintenance of temporary handwashing  
stations throughout the city and provided security at the local 
hotels housing homeless individuals as part of the City’s  
temporary housing program. Nine full-time library staff were  
re-assigned in May to work with the Public Health Department  
to support the critical effort of contact tracing and continue  
to do so.

In May, we began offering curbside pickup service allowing 
Library customers a contactless way to pick up their favorite 
books and media conveniently and safely at their neighborhood 
library. This service is available at eight sites, Central Library and 
Allendale, Hastings, Lamanda Park, La Pintoresca, Linda Vista, 
San Rafael and Santa Catalina branch libraries. Library materials 
can also be returned in the nearby library book drops.

On Nov. 19, we launched a new Integrated Library System (ILS), 
SirsiDynix’s BlueCloud ILS System with its Enterprise library  
catalog, to manage bibliographic/item holdings, patron  
registration, patron account activity and online resources.  
The Enterprise library catalog has a new look and more robust 
offerings and provides a better way for library users to find  
what they need, including books, movies, music, special items, 
teen and children’s titles. Other improvements, including a  
new mobile app and better searching capability for research 
resources, are on the way. 

We also took advantage of the closure to take care of some 
needed building repair projects. With funding provided by the 
Pasadena Public Library Foundation, all of the chairs in Central 
Library’s Donald R. Wright Auditorium were re-upholstered.  
Allendale Branch Library’s exterior received new plaster and 
paint. La Pintoresca and Linda Vista branch libraries had new 
flooring installed. Linda Vista also received new electrical. Central 
Library’s infrastructure and Wi-Fi capability were upgraded.

We look forward to providing continued improvements for you, 
our patrons, in 2021!

2021! 

All Pasadena Public Libraries will be CLOSED in observance of:
New Year’s Day – Friday, Jan. 1   •   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – Sunday & Monday, Jan. 17 & 18

2020  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W
Welcome

SPECIAL EVENTS – Page 2

DREAM CATCHER STORY CONTEST  
WINNERS ANNOUNCED – Page 8
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Special Events

MT. WILSON VS. BOBCAT FIRE
As it raged over the San Gabriel Mountains, the 
Bobcat Fire came within just a few feet of Mt. Wilson 
Observatory. Thanks to outstanding fire-prevention 
preparations by the Observatory and the heroic  
efforts by several hundred firefighters, a tragedy  
was averted. Join David Cendejas, Mount Wilson  
superintendent, as he shares his photographs,  
describes his firsthand experience and recounts  
how this world-famous scientific site survived.  
Questions and answers will follow. Sign up here.
Wednesday, Jan. 27 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

The NASA Mars 2020 Mission  
and the Search for Extraterrestrial Life
Get set to track this momentous event and be part  
of the world that will be watching!

Mars 2020, scheduled to land on February 18, 2021, is the first 
planetary mission since Viking with an explicit objective to seek 
signs of life. Unlike Viking, which was concerned with seeking  
evidence of living or recently dead organisms, Mars 2020 will explore 
rocks deposited more than three billion years ago when Mars was  
broadly habitable and the earliest records of life on Earth were forming. 

The Perseverance rover will collect about 30 core samples of rock and soil, seal them in titanium tubes, and cache 
them on the surface for return to Earth-based laboratories by future missions currently under study in cooperation 
between NASA and the European Space Agency (ESA). 

This concept, called Mars Sample Return, would be one of, if not the most, ambitious and potentially consequential 
scientific endeavors in human history.

This program will be presented by Ken Williford, deputy project scientist for the NASA Mars 
2020 Mission and director of the JPL Astrobiogeochemistry (abc) Laboratory, which has  
focused on developing analytical techniques to search for signs of life and environment in 
some of the oldest rocks on Earth. In the abcLab at JPL, Williford studies the biogeochemistry 
of ancient Earth rocks in part to understand how we can apply similar techniques to the search 
for evidence of life on other planets - in rocks returned to Earth from the surface of Mars, for 
example. Questions and answers will follow. Sign up here. 
Thursday, Jan. 21 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=%203708
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3702


The Lost Family: How DNA Testing is Upending Who  
We Are by Libby Copeland
Explore the rise of home genetic testing and the seismic shock it has had on  
individual lives.

You swab your cheek or spit into a vial, then send it away to a lab somewhere. Weeks later you get a report that  
might tell you where your ancestors came from or if you carry certain genetic risks. Or the report could reveal a long-buried family 
secret and upend your entire sense of identity. Soon a lark becomes an obsession, an incessant desire to find answers to questions  
at the core of your being, like “Who am I?” and “Where did I come from?” Welcome to the age of home genetic testing.

In The Lost Family, journalist Libby Copeland investigates what happens when we embark on a vast social experiment with little  
understanding of the ramifications. Copeland explores the culture of genealogy buffs, the science of DNA, and the business of  
companies like Ancestry and 23andMe, all while tracing the story of one woman, her unusual results, and a relentless methodical  
drive for answers that becomes a thoroughly modern genetic detective story. 

Libby Copeland is an award-winning journalist who has written for the Washington Post, New York magazine, the New York Times, the 
Atlantic, and many other publications. She specializes in the intersection of science and culture. Copeland was a reporter and editor  
at the Post for 11 years, has been a media fellow and guest lecturer, and has made numerous appearances on television and radio.

Questions and answers will follow. Sign up here. 

Wednesday, Jan. 13 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

Authors & their Journeys Series
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Explore the Wild and Wooly History of California
Presented in collaboration with the Southern California Chapter of  
the Historical Novel Society

Come explore the wild and wooly history of California with authors from the Southern California Chapter of the Historical Novel  
Society. A.E. Wasserman (The Langsford series), Anne Louise Bannon (The Old Los Angeles series), Xina Uhl (Lady Law and the  
Texas De-Rangers), and Colleen Fliedner (In the Shadow of War) will talk about our state's history on a panel moderated by  
Linda McLaughlin (Lily and the Gambler). Questions and answers will follow. Sign up here. 

Wednesday, Jan. 20 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

Consequential Communication in Turbulent Times:  
A Practical Guide to Leadership  
by Diana Peterson-More
In an age of great volatility – including fake news, diverse audiences, technology at our fingertips, and change at the speed of light – 
clear, concise, and intentional communication is vital to successful human interaction. Workplace miscommunications, be they well-
meaning or not, result in lost productivity, discontent, and even violence. This book answers the age-old leadership question: how do 
we get the best out of ourselves and others on the job? Relying upon her experiences as a practicing labor lawyer, corporate executive, 
officer, human resources executive, and organizational development consultant, Peterson-More has developed actionable, easy-to- 
implement, and practical steps to successful communication, which is the key to getting what we want from ourselves and others.  
The volume is filled with stories of workplace communications that worked, and those that didn't, and presents real-world solutions to 
ensure all communication will hit the mark.

Peterson-More founded her own consulting firm - The Organizational Effectiveness Group, LLC – and is a sought-after conference 
speaker and consultant. Herself a manager of hundreds of individuals over a 15-year corporate career, Diana often states: “I made a lot  
of mistakes as a manager. The good news is that I learned from those mistakes; the better news is that I’m willing to share those mistakes 
with you, so you won’t make those mistakes.” Questions and answers will follow. Sign up here. 

Thursday, Jan. 28 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

Sign up for Off the Shelf online

http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3699
http://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3701
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=%203710
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/


I Am MLK Jr. (2018) NR CC
I Am MLK Jr. celebrates the life and explores the 
character of American icon Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Following his journey across the mountaintops 
and valleys while capturing the Civil Rights Move-
ment at large, the film provides intimate, firsthand 
insights on Dr. King, exploring moments of personal 
challenge and elation, and an ongoing movement 
that is as important today as when Dr. King first 
shone a light on the plight of his fellow African 
Americans. Filmed in historic churches where 
Dr. King preached, and heightened by the music 
that buoyed the Civil Rights Movement, I Am MLK 
Jr. features a powerful cast ranging from history-
changing Civil Rights Era activists to contemporary 
writers, activists and outspoken celebrities. Each  
interview provides a unique perspective on Dr. King, 
his legacy and why this history matters today.

The Real Story 1917 (2002) Documentary
A factual, deep-dive exploration of the historic 
events that inspired 1917, the celebrated WWI  
film nominated for nine Oscar™ awards. 

A Man Called Ove (2013) PG-13
Ove, an ill-tempered, isolated retiree who spends 
his days enforcing block association rules and 
visiting his wife's grave, has finally given up on  
life just as an unlikely friendship develops with  
his boisterous new neighbors. Based on the  
bestselling novel.

Films
We invite you to join our January movie series anytime  
you wish at home, available through hoopla. To access  
it go to hoopla. 

Create your own login complete with email and password.  
Then select “Pasadena Public Library.” Finally, enter your  
14-digit library card number.

hoopla is available on many different devices:

On your desktop or laptop 
computer in your browser 
(Chrome, Firefox, etc.)

Via some smart TV  
devices, such as Roku

On a smart  
phone or tablet

Via the hoopla app in App 
Store or Google Play

Northanger Abbey (2008) NR CC
Intrigue, adventure and romance fill this  
enchanting dramatization of Jane Austen's last 
novel. With a love of Gothic tales and a head full 
of fantasy and fiction, young Catherine Morland 
enters the decadent society of 18th Century 
Bath. When Henry Tilney invites her to his  
ancestral home, Northanger Abbey, a dark 
mystery makes her blood run cold. What does 
the sinister General Tilney want? Will the truth 
destroy her one chance at love?

The Louvre (1978) Documentary/NR CC
Before this film no one else, including the 
French, was ever permitted to film the Louvre. 
The priceless treasures and incomparable  
art can be shared through the eyes of award- 
winning filmmaker Lucy Jarvis. Set against the 
panoramic history of France, and hosted by 
Charles Boyer, The Louvre, regal palace and 
home to so many of the world's great gifts of art, 
becomes THE LOUVRE, an acclaimed film and 
winner of 14 national and international awards  
so rich in its story that even the Mona Lisa smiles.

The Doctor (1991) PG-13 CC
Being a patient for the first time changes the life 
of a surgeon, as he experiences what it's like to 
be on the other side of a medical chart.

JANUARY MOVIES
Selected by The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library.
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https://www.hoopladigital.com/
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Tattoos on the Heart is a series of parables 
about kinship and redemption from pastor, 
activist and renowned speaker Father Gregory 
Boyle. In this, his debut book, he distills his 
experience working with gang members into 
a breathtaking series of stories inspired by 
faith. Tattoos on the Heart reminds us that no 
life is less valuable than another.

From giant, tattooed Cesar, shopping at JC Penney fresh out of 
prison, we learn how to feel worthy of God’s love. From 10-year-old 
Pipi, we learn the importance of being known and acknowledged. 
From Lulu, we come to understand the kind of patience necessary 
to rescue someone from the dark—as Father Boyle phrases it, we 
can only shine a flashlight on a light switch in a darkened room. 
This is a motivating look at how to stay faithful in spite of failure, 
how to meet the world with a loving heart, and how to conquer 
shame with boundless, restorative love.

Founder of Homeboy Industries, the largest gang intervention, 
rehabilitation and re-entry program in the world, Father Boyle  
has dedicated his life to helping the most marginalized individuals 
find a place in society. In a moving example of unconditional  
love in difficult times, the Jesuit priest and bestselling author 
of Tattoos on the Heart and Barking to the Choir: The Power of 
Radical Kinship shares what three decades of working with gang 
members in Los Angeles have taught him about faith, compassion 
and the enduring power of kinship.

Critics hailed Tattoos on the Heart, as an “astounding literary and 
spiritual feat” (Publishers Weekly) that is “destined to become a 
classic of both urban reportage and contemporary spirituality” 
(Los Angeles Times).

Father Boyle has received the California Peace Prize and has 
been inducted into the California Hall of Fame.  In 2014,  
President Obama named Father Boyle a Champion of Change. 
He received the University of Notre Dame’s 2017 Laetare Medal, 
the oldest honor given to American Catholics. Currently, he 
serves as a committee member of California Governor Gavin 
Newsom’s Economic and Job Recovery Task Force as a response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2020, he received the Conrad  
N. Hilton Humanitarian Prize of 2.5 million given to non-profits 
that have made a difference. 

One City, One Story community programs will be held  
throughout March, with a virtual conversation with the  
author on Sunday afternoon, March 14, 2021, at 2 p.m.

The One City, One Story Summer Edition,  
Leave Only Footprints: My Acadia – To – Zion  
Journey Through Every National Park by 
Conor Knighton is a behind-the-scenery look at 
his year traveling to each of America's National 
Parks, discovering the most beautiful places and 
most interesting people our country has to offer.

When Knighton set off to explore America's "best idea," he worried 
the whole thing could end up being his worst idea. A broken  
engagement and a broken heart had left him longing for a change  
of scenery, but the plan he'd cooked up in response had gone a bit  
overboard in that department. Over the course of a single year, Knighton 
would visit every national park in the country, from Acadia to Zion.
 
In Leave Only Footprints, Knighton shares informative and entertaining 
dispatches from what turned out to be the road trip of a lifetime. 
Whether he's waking up early for a naked scrub in a historic bath-
house in Arkansas or staying up late to stargaze along our loneliest 
highway in Nevada, Knighton weaves together the type of stories 
you're not likely to find in any guidebook. Through his unique lens, 
America the Beautiful becomes America the Captivating, the Hilarious, 
and the Inspiring. Along the way, he identifies the threads that tie 
these wildly different places together—and that tie us to nature— 
and reveals how his trip ended up changing his views on everything 
from God and love to politics and technology.

Knighton is an Emmy-winning correspondent for CBS Sunday Morning, 
America’s #1 Sunday morning news program. Depending on your  
cable package, you may have also seen him hosting shows on 
Current TV, AMC, and The Biography Channel or providing commentary 
for the likes of MTV, E!, and CNN. He has been to all of America’s 
national parks and what feels like 40 percent of its Hampton Inns.

His debut nonfiction book, Leave Only Footprints (Crown/Penguin 
Random House), was recently certified as New York Times bestseller. 

Leave Only Footprints is a fun summer read and a perfect selection 
to help you plan your post COVID-19 vacation, with thematic programs 
and opportunities for community dialogue and discussion planned 
around the book throughout June and July. Event details will be  
announced in the future. 

Copies of the books are available for checkout from the Library in 
eBook or book format and may be picked up via curbside service.  
For more information on One City, One Story visit  
http://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/onecityonestory. 

2021 ONE CITY, ONE STORY SELECTIONS ANNOUNCED,  
TATTOOS ON THE HEART AND LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS
Pasadena Public Library announced their two book selections for Pasadena’s 2021 One City, One Story community reading celebration. 
Tattoos on the Heart by author Father Gregory Joseph Boyle, S. J. is the 2021 One City, One Story selection and Leave Only Footprints:  
My Acadia – To – Zion Journey Through Every National Park by author Conor Knighton is the 2021 One City, One Story Summer Edition.

Now in its 19th year, One City, One Story is designed to broaden and deepen an appreciation of reading and literature and to promote 
tolerance and understanding of differing points of view by recommending a compelling book that engages the community in conversation. 
This year’s theme is “Books for our Times.”
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Beyond the Book – PPL’s Virtual Book Groups
Our book groups are now being offered virtually, a new format that will  
allow you to keep in contact with your fellow book lovers as you discuss  
new books together.

Need a copy of the book? Place a hold on a physical copy using our  
Library catalog and pick it up at any of our curbside pickup locations.  
You can also download an eBook version using your Pasadena Public  
Library card one of two ways: Via Cloud Library or Via Overdrive . 

Hastings Branch Book Chit Chat: Bring Your Own Book Month
January is bring-your-own-book month. Everyone will read a book of their  
choice and come ready to discuss.  Sign up here. 
Tuesday, Jan. 5 • 6:30 p.m. • Zoom

Allendale Book Discussion:  
The Home for Unwanted Girls
We will be meeting online to discuss The Home for Unwanted Girls  
by author Joanna Goodman. Call Allendale Branch Library  
(626) 744-7260 to reserve your copy. Sign up here. 
Thursday, Jan. 7 • 10:30 a.m. • Zoom

iBook Club
"New Adult" readers in their 20s and 30s, including participants using  
speech-generating devices, are welcome. Sign up here. 
Monday, Jan. 11 • 3–4:30 p.m. • Zoom

Pasadena Reads Book Group: Lady Clementine
From Marie Benedict, the New York Times bestselling author of  
The Only Woman in the Room! this is an incredible novel that 
focuses on one of the people who had the most influence during 
World War I and World War II: Clementine Churchill.

In 1909, Clementine steps off a train with her new husband, Winston. An angry 
woman emerges from the crowd to attack, shoving him in the direction of an 
oncoming train. Just before he stumbles, Clementine grabs him by his suit 
jacket. This will not be the last time Clementine Churchill will save her husband.

Lady Clementine is the ferocious story of the ambitious woman beside Winston 
Churchill, the story of a partner who did not flinch through the sweeping darkness 
of war, and who would not surrender either to expectations or to enemies.  
Copies are available on hoopla. Sign up here. 
Thursday, Jan. 14 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Sign up for Off the Shelf online 6

For Adults

West Pasadena 
Book Group:  
Lilac Girls
West Pasadena Book 
Group will discuss 
Lilac Girls by Martha 

Hall Kelly where "The lives of  
three women converge at the 
Ravensbrèuck concentration camp 
as one resolves to help from her 
post at the French consulate, one 
becomes a courier in the Polish 
resistance, and one takes a German 
government medical position."  
Sign up here. 
Saturday, Jan. 16 • 11 a.m. • Zoom

Virtual Hill  
Avenue Book 
Club: Educated
Join us online as we 
discuss Educated by 
Tara Westover. Need 
a copy of the book? 

Place a hold on a physical copy 
using our library catalog and pick 
it up at any of our curbside pickup 
locations. You can also download 
the e-book version using your  
Pasadena Public Library card via 
Cloud Library.  Sign up here. 
Saturday, Jan. 23  
10:30 a.m. • Zoom

https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/PasadenaPublicLibrary/Featured
https://pasadena.overdrive.com/
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=%203730
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3688
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=%203724
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3700
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3731
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/PasadenaPublicLibrary/Featured/ItemDetail/pkx9ng9
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3704
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Creative Arts
Art a la Carte 
Artist Lorrie Shriner teaches drawing, watercolor  
and collage techniques. Beginners welcome.  
Sign up here.
Tuesdays • 2:30 p.m. • Zoom

Crafting with Tiff & Tosh
Join us and learn how to make crafts for  
New Year 2021 using items around your home. Join us on Instagram Live at  @ pasadenalibrary.
Mondays, Jan. 11 & 25 • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live

Gardening
Pasadena Grows: Starting a Home Composting Program
Master gardener Yvonne Savio will discuss the benefits of home composting, including suitable ingredients  
and successful techniques.  Sign up here. 
Saturday, Jan. 9 • 10:30 a.m. – noon • Zoom

Health & Fitness
Zoomba
Join us for an online Zumba class on Zoom. Zumba is a great way to lose weight, tone up, increase cardio 
strength, improve coordination, gain self-esteem and feel happy! Beginners are welcome.  Sign up here.  
Wednesdays • 3-3:30 p.m. • Zoom

Language
Spanish Conversation Group 
Want to practice and improve your spoken Spanish? Join our conversational Spanish group now on Zoom!  
Volunteers and attendees help you to make personal progress and provide lots of practice speaking in Spanish. 
For all adults of any Spanish speaking level. Sign up here. 
Thursdays • 2:30-5 p.m. • Zoom

Discovery  
Classes

Sign up for Off the Shelf online

The Pasadena Public Library is an information center for the Pasadena community in order  
to preserve and encourage the free expression of ideas essential to an informed citizenry.

A variety of highly vetted programs are presented for children and adults and they represent 
the research and opinions of the presenter and do not reflect an endorsement by the City  
of Pasadena nor the Pasadena Public Library.

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://www.instagram.com/pasadenalibrary/
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3697
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/
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For Families
Dream Catcher Story Contest Winners Announced
We’re pleased to announce the winners of the Dream Catcher Story Contest. Writers were  
challenged to tell us a story in 300 words or less that is inspired by dreams or capturing dreams. 

Special thanks to our judges:  Natassia Mendez, Jesse Roth, Nick Smith, and Jasmine Sov.

And the winners are …
Category 1: Grades 3-5
• 1st place: “Catching Dreams to Be the Dream” by Madeleine Cham, Age 11, Grade 5
• 2nd place: “Dreams” by Penelope Vuong, Age 11, Grade 5
• 3rd place: “What Happens In The Night” by Zoe Beheshti, Age 9, Grade 3

Read the winning stories on our Kids Blog: http://pasadena-library.net/kids/

Category 2: Grades 6-8
• 1st place: “The Day and Night” by Hera Hovsepian, Age 13, Grade 8
• 2nd place: “Never Let Go” by Pateel Krikorian, Age 13, Grade 8
• 3rd place: “As You Sleep I Feast!” by April M. Gonzalez, Age 12, Grade 7

Read the winning stories on our Teens Blog: http://pasadena-library.net/teens/

Take & Make: Crinkle Paper Polar Bear
Reserve a free craft kit to create a fun winter decoration. Fill out a survey form https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
polarbearcraftkit starting Jan. 11 at 9:30 a.m. to reserve your kit. Limit: one kit per participant. You’ll receive an 
e-mail when your craft kit is ready for pickup. For ages 3 and up. 
Monday, Jan. 11 • 9:30 a.m. • Survey Monkey

Transit Safety with Metro
Metro Community Education invites families to a 
virtual Transit Safety Program workshop, featuring 
how to ride the bus and train safely during the  
pandemic. Participate in a 45-minute chat featuring 
the new train system map with designated letters 
for the train lines, Discover Metro procedures for 
keeping your trip virus-free, and explore destinations 
you can reach via the L (Gold) Line. Also, enjoy  
a Safetyville videoclip for the entire family.  
Questions and answers will follow.  Sign up here. 
Tuesday, Jan. 12 • 5-6 p.m. • Zoom

Sign up for Off the Shelf online

http://pasadena-library.net/kids/
http://pasadena-library.net/teens/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/pplpolarbearcraftkit
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/pplpolarbearcraftkit
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=3709
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/
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Early Literacy
Social Media Storytime
Join us for small “Storytime Snippets” via social media!  
Come watch us live and share in the fun at home!  
Questions? Contact Jennifer Driscoll. (jdriscoll@cityofpasadena.net) 

Preschool Storytime
Join us on Facebook at  facebook.com/pasadenalibrary.
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
Mondays (except Jan. 18) • 10:30 a.m. • Facebook

Toddler Storytime
Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary. 
For ages 18-36 months and their caregivers. 
Tuesdays • 10:30 a.m. • Instagram Live

Mandarin Chinese Storytime
Enjoy stories, rhymes and songs in Mandarin Chinese.  
Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
Wednesdays • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live

中文故事時間中文故事時間
歡迎大家一起來聽聽故事、唱唱歌、唸唸童謠!
適合3-5歲的親子參加
請上 圖書館 Instagram (IG) 帳號  
星期三 • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live

Léeme Un Cuento 
Spanish Storytime/Hora de Cuentos en Español
Join us on Facebook at  facebook.com/pasadenalibrary.
Wednesdays • 4 p.m. • Facebook

Preschool Storytime
Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
Thursdays • 3 p.m. • Instagram Live

American Sign Language (ASL)
Join us on Instagram Live at  @pasadenalibrary.
Fridays (except Jan. 1) • 4 p.m. • Instagram Live

Virtual STEAM Storytime
Join us for a unique STEAM storytime featuring a special 
community guest each Thursday on Facebook at  

 facebook.com/pasadenalibrary/lapintoresca. 
Thursdays • 11 am • Facebook

Library Kids
Telling Tales with Nick Smith 
Pasadena Media and Pasadena Public Library have partnered to bring you “Telling Tales,” a collection of traditional 
folktales told by library staffer and storyteller Nick Smith. This collection of stories is perfect for school age kids  
and their families, and is available 24/7 via the Library’s  YouTube channel or Kids Blog. 

Once Upon a Walk
Enjoy reading and walking! Follow the storybook path around La Pintoresca Branch Library and Park while you  
read a classic fairy tale. Remember to wear your mask and practice social distancing. This outdoor reading  
experience will be available Monday through Friday weather permitting. For all ages.
Monday-Friday, Jan. 11-22 • 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. & 2:30-4:30 p.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library & Park

Lucha Libros
Second graders will meet on Zoom to answer questions about Dragonbreath by  
Ursula Vernon with a Kahoot quiz. Then you’ll be able to check out our book for  
February, and return on the 3rd Wednesday of February to answer questions  
about the books we read and earn points and prizes.  
Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Jan. 20 • 6:15-7 p.m. • Zoom
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Read Around the World visits Oman
Kids in 3rd - 5th grades are invited to join us for a discussion of the book The Turtle of Oman by Naomi  
Shihab Nye, and learn about Oman.  Please read the book ahead of time. Unlimited copies of the eBook  
and audiobook are available on hoopla. You can request paperbacks for curbside pickup using this link.  
Sign up here. For more information contact AnnMarie Kolakowski at akolakowski@cityofpasadena.net.
Friday, Jan. 15 • 3–4 p.m. • Zoom

Virus vs. Soap: Building Virus Models 
What makes soap so effective against certain viruses? In this STEAM program, kids will learn about the molecular properties  
of soap and viruses. To follow along at home and make your own virus model you will need the following supplies: Two squirts 
of hand soap, a bowl of warm water, small ball of aluminum foil, 2 tbsp. butter, and 2 tsp. sprinkles. For tweens.  
Join us on Instagram Live at   @pasadenalibrary.
Tuesday, Jan. 19 • 4:30-5 p.m. • Instagram Live

Making Beaded Wire Rings
Join teen volunteer Kaitlyn Chiu in a workshop to help you create beaded rings that you  
can give your friends as Valentine's Day gifts! For ages 9-12. 

To ensure we have enough materials for participants, registration will begin on Jan. 4 at 9 a.m.,  
and close when filled, or on Friday, Jan. 22 at 6 p.m. (whichever is first.) Once you register,  
you will receive a confirmation e-mail on how to pick up your craft kit from Central Library  
and Zoom meeting info. Sign up here.
Saturday, Feb. 6 • 11 a.m. • Zoom

Teen Writers Meetup
Join other teens and write! Whether you're crafting poetry or a novel, writing 
can be lonely as it's typically a solo endeavor, but meeting with others who 
share the passion can be a great for inspiration and encouragement. Join us 
for a writing meetup to spark some creativity. We might write together, use 
writing prompts, or share our work in a safe and supportive space. For teens 
only. Sign up here. 
Sunday, Jan. 17 • 2–3 p.m. • Zoom

Sketches & More (Art at Home for Teens)
Relax and create art in this virtual session for teens, guided by staff from  
Armory Center for the Arts. Supplies available if needed. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Jan. 20 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Sew it Begins: Corner Bookmarks
In this virtual class, you'll follow along with your 
sewing machine and make your own fabric  
bookmark that fits onto the corner of a page!  
This scrap-busting project can be made with a few 
small pieces of fabric. Supplies needed are: three 
squares of quilting cotton (4.5” x4.5”), two squares 
of fusible interfacing (4.5” x 4.5”) (these can be 
picked up from Hastings Branch Library) and 
coordinating sewing machine thread. Beginner’s 
sewing machine knowledge required. For teens 
and adults, ages 13+.  Sign up here.  
Tuesday, Jan. 26 • 3-5 p.m. • Zoom

Tweens

TeenScene

10Sign up for Off the Shelf online

Out of the Pantry
Join us for this fun cooking class just  
for teens. Cook up a tasty dish with  
ingredients from the pantry. Teens only. 
Supplies available if needed. Please note: 
refer to the equipment and additional  
ingredients list to ensure you're prepared 
for the lesson. Sign up here. 
Tuesday, Jan. 26 • 4–5 p.m. • Zoom

Virtual Youth Network Meeting
Network with youth and community  
leaders. Discuss, learn and help advance 
initiatives important to teens in Pasadena. 
For ages 12-18. Sign up here. 
Wednesday, Feb. 3 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Visit our Teens’ Blog 
Check out our blog about teens, for teens, 
and for educators/parents of teens in the 
Pasadena community area. The blog  
highlights stories, art, photos, reviews, 
events, resources and articles of interest 
for library teens.
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The library often photographs or videotapes programs for use in publicity materials. 
By being present during these activities, you consent to use of your appearance or 
likeness by the library and its licensees, designees, or assignees, in all media, world-
wide, in perpetuity. To ensure the privacy of individuals and children, images will not 
be identified using names or personal identifying information without written approval 
from the photographed subject, parent or legal guardian.

Would you like to receive our monthly library  
newsletter by email? It’s easy: just go to  
www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/.  
Enter your name and email address to subscribe, and then follow the 
instructions in the confirmation email. You may unsubscribe at any time.

Sign up for Off the Shelf online

We offer curbside pickup service at Central Library and Allendale, Hastings, Lamanda Park,  
La Pintoresca, Linda Vista, San Rafael and Santa Catalina branch libraries, where you are able to 
pick up reserved materials placed on hold. Library materials can also be returned in the nearby 
library book drops.

Our staff are still providing reference service for you via phone at (626) 744-4066, option 7,  
by email at ask@cityofpasadena.email.libanswers.com or Live Chat  
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/live-chat/.

Though our doors may be closed as a precautionary measure, we have numerous virtual options to 
inform, educate, entertain and connect you to the greater world beyond your home all accessible 
on our website, www.pasadenapubliclibrary.net. 

Many thanks to The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library for their continued support of Pasadena 
Public Library’s programs. To learn more about The Friends and how you can become a member,  
visit http://www.friendsppl.org/.

Student Resources
Live Virtual Homework Help 
With students distance-learning from home, they may need some help 
with their homework. We’re offering online Homework Help via Live  
Chat for students in Kindergarten to 12th grade. Our helpers are library  
interns and volunteers. Help is chat-based, with the option to connect 
one-on-one via Zoom for screenshare. To use the service, go to the link 
below during the Homework Help times and choose "Homework Help" 
from the department dropdown menu.  Live Chat here. No appointment 
needed. For more information, phone (626) 744-7268. 

For a quick video to see how it works, visit   https://youtu.be/9gP9W9ix2s0.

Kindergarten-8th Grade Students
Mondays-Fridays (except Jan. 1 & 18) • 2:30-4 p.m. • Live Chat

High School Students
Mondays & Wednesdays (except Jan. 18) • 2:30 – 4 p.m. • Live Chat 

Resources at the Ready
Learning never stops! Students can check out our comprehensive list of electronic research and enrichment  
resources for school and research projects here. Need more resources? Visit our Kids and Teen blogs.

http://twitter.com/pasadenalibrary
https://www.facebook.com/pasadenalibrary
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/
https://www.instagram.com/pasadenalibrary/
mailto:ask%40cityofpasadena.email.libanswers.com?subject=
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/live-chat/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/live-chat/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9gP9W9ix2s0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/live-chat/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/live-chat/
https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/Databases/SAH-Tools
http://pasadena-library.net/kids/
http://pasadena-library.net/teens/

