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of the  

Library  
2022

Each New Year  
dawns full of  

hope and endless  
possibilities for  

the future.  
The year 2023  
is particularly  
promising for  
the Pasadena  
Public Library.

But, before we  
head into 2023,  

let’s take a moment  
for a quick review of 

the past year, a year of 
accomplishments,  

farewells, challenges, 
change, successes,  

and new beginnings  
at the library.

By the Numbers
88,335 participants attended 1,813 library workshops, classes, programs,  
special events and early learning sessions in person and on Zoom, Facebook 
Live, Instagram and YouTube.

Library patrons checked out 157,533 library books, DVDs and CDs.

183 community organizations partnered with the library on programs, events 
and services, including free blood pressure kits, flu and COVID-19 vaccine  
clinics, contact tracing for COVID-19 and Monkeypox, application assistance  
for the State’s Housing is Key rental assistance program, free state park passes 
for checkout and much more.  

76,970 items were added to the library’s collection, for a total of 1,962,181 
print and e-collection materials. We also added online career development 
resources, online homework help, Kovels Antiques & Collectibles, free legal 
documents through LawDepot, and ArtistWorks, offering online music lessons. 

1,819 questions were answered via Ask Us! live chat and email, including  
reference, customer service support and homework help.

Our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram audience grew by nearly 10%, reaching 
12,997 followers and 1,289,307 impressions across all platforms. Audience  
engagement, website and YouTube video views also grew significantly. Our  
YouTube channel attracted 54,377 views and our website 391,694 views.

We wish you and your family a happy, healthy New Year!
The staff at the Pasadena Public Library is deeply grateful for Pasadena’s overwhelming support for  
its libraries. The passage of Measure L this fall will secure funding of the library’s operating budget  
for the next 15 years, protecting vital library services to the community at all our branch locations.  
Thanks to your support, we look forward to seeing you at the library in 2023. 
    - Tim McDonald, Acting Director of Libraries and Information Services

Lincoln’s Birthday (Observed) • Sunday & Monday, Feb. 12 & 13
Washington’s Birthday • Sunday & Monday, Feb. 19 & 20

All Pasadena Public Libraries will be CLOSED in observance of:



Branch libraries resumed pre-pandemic hours, offering full services, homework help and hybrid  
programming (Zoom and in-person) at all library branches. Central Library’s 75 employees were relocated 
to branch libraries, leased trailers on-site and nearby rental space to make way for the building renovation. 
Relocation plans for Central Library’s collection move to Rose Palace are underway. Planning for the  
retrofit and reopening of Pasadena’s Central Library continues to be a priority for the city. In 2022, 
the library received $5 million in state funding for the Central Library Seismic Retrofit project design. 
Two committees were appointed to reimagine the historic building as a primary community gathering 
space and to provide technical oversight of the renovation project. 

Jefferson Branch Library for Teen and Youth Services opened to the public as part of the City’s new  
Jefferson Campus. Lamanda Park Library Pocket Park was completed within the grounds of the  
Lamanda Park Branch. Allendale Branch Library received a seismic retrofit and new roof. Allendale,  
La Pintoresca and Villa Parke Branch Libraries received security cameras and access control.

The library commemorated numerous community events, including its 20th annual One City, One 
Story program, cultural celebrations, Summer Reading and Pasadena Loves YA programs, ArtNight, 
the Great California ShakeOut Drill, National Poetry Month, Día del Niño, Mental Health Month, Pride 
Month, Constitution Week, Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Library Card Month, Banned Books 
Week, National Coming Out Day and Kwanzaa.

The library received several grants from the California State Library to promote healthy living for 
tweens and teens; provide free books and craft kits for local youth; support and engage children’s 
caregivers; advance childhood development initiatives and fund book-related activities in celebration 
of Asian American and Pacific Islander Month. A generous bequest from the Estate of Robert G. Low 
will allow the library to purchase over 4,500 children’s books.

During the November election, more than eight out of 10 Pasadena voters supported Measure L, 
the Library Services Continuation Measure, which will secure funding for vital library services at all 
branch libraries for the next 15 years. 

2022 Accomplishments

The Department of Libraries and Information Services team has created a new mission  
statement: “Pasadena Public Library is an essential community space where our dedicated and 
knowledgeable team provides free access to relevant resources and enriching programs and  
services. We create a safe and welcoming environment that encourages community collaboration, 
lifelong learning, inclusivity, exploration, wonder and curiosity.” In line with this mission, Pasadena  
Public Library celebrated the following achievements in 2022:

State of the Library 2022
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SPARKS LIKE STARS and L. A. WEATHER
Pasadena Public Library has announced their two book selections for Pasadena’s 2023 One City, One Story community reading 
celebration. Sparks Like Stars by author Nadia Hashimi is the 2023 One City, One Story selection and L.A. Weather by author 
María Amparo Escandón is the 2023 One City, One Story Summer Edition.

Now in its 21st year, One City, One Story is designed to broaden and deepen an appreciation of reading and literature and  
to promote tolerance and understanding of differing points of view by recommending a compelling book that engages the  
community in conversation.

2023 ONE CIT Y, ONE STORY 
SELECTIONS ANNOUNCED,

In the One City, One Story Summer Edition, L. A. Weather storm clouds are on the horizon in this fun,  
fast-paced novel of a Mexican-American family.

L.A. is parched, dry as a bone, and all Oscar, the weather-obsessed patriarch of the Alvarado family,  
desperately wants is a little rain. He is harboring a costly secret that distracts him from everything 
else. His wife, Keila, desperate for a life with a little more intimacy and a little less Weather Channel, 
feels she has no choice but to end their marriage. Their three daughters - Claudia, a television chef 
with a hard-hearted attitude; Olivia, a successful architect who suffers from gentrification guilt; and 
Patricia, a social media wizard who has an uncanny knack for connecting with audiences but not 
with her lovers - are blindsided and left questioning everything they know. 

María Amparo Escandón is a Mexican born, U.S. resident, best-selling bilingual novelist, short story 
writer, screenwriter, and film producer. Her award-winning work is known for addressing bicultural 
themes that deal with the immigration experience of Mexicans crossing over to the United States. Her 
stories concentrate on family relationships, loss, forgiveness, faith, and self-discovery. Her innovative 
style of multiple voice narrations and her cleverly humorous, quirky, and compassionate stories 
with a feminine angle capture the magical reality of everyday life and place her among the top Latin 
American female writers. Her work has been translated into over 21 languages and is currently read 
in more than 85 countries.

Copies of both books are available for checkout from the library in print (L.A. Weather in English and Spanish), large type, eBook, 
eAudio and CD audiobook formats and for purchase at local bookstores.

For more information on One City, One Story and a link to watch a recording of the announcement of this year’s selected titles, 
visit http://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/onecityonestory.

In Sparks Like Stars, the daughter of a prominent family, Sitara Zamani lives a privileged life in  
Afghanistan’s thriving cosmopolitan capital, Kabul. The 1970s are a time of remarkable promise under 
the leadership of people like Sardar Daoud, Afghanistan’s progressive president, and Sitara’s beloved 
father, his right-hand man. But the ten-year-old Sitara’s world is shattered when communists stage a 
coup, assassinating the president and Sitara’s entire family. Only she survives.  

Smuggled out of the palace by a guard named Shair, Sitara finds her way to the home of a female 
American diplomat, who adopts her and raises her in America.  

Thirty years after that fatal night in Kabul, now a New York pediatrician known as Dr. Aryana Shepherd, 
Sitara’s world is rocked again when an elderly patient appears in her examination room—a man she 
never expected to see again. It is Shair, the soldier who saved her, yet may have murdered her entire 
family. Seeing him awakens Aryana’s fury and desire for answers—and, perhaps, revenge. Aryana  
embarks on a quest that takes her back to Kabul and through shadowy memories of the world she 
loved and lost.

Nadia Hashimi is a pediatrician turned internationally bestselling author with translations in 17 lan-
guages. Her novels for adults and children are inspired by the people, culture, and history of Afghani-
stan but take on the global themes of displacement, conflict, patriarchy, and colonialism. She is a member of the US Afghan 
Women's Council, Afghan American Foundation and Welcome.US, and serves on the boards of non-profit organizations. 

One City, One Story community programs will be held throughout March, with an in-person conversation with the author held  
Friday, March 24, 2023, at 7 p.m., at Pasadena Presbyterian Church, 585 E. Colorado Blvd.

http://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/onecityonestory
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Donzaleigh Abernathy: Partners to  
History: Martin Luther King Jr., Ralph 
David Abernathy, and the Civil Rights 
Movement
Reverend Dr. Ralph David Abernathy, Sr.  
and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. were  
inseparable and together helped to establish 
what would become the modern American Civil Rights  
Movement. They preached, marched and were frequently jailed 
together. Donzaleigh Abernathy, Ralph’s youngest daughter, 
has written Partners to History as a testament to the courage, 
strength and endurance of these men who stirred a nation with 
their moral fortitude. She also pays tribute to the thousands of 
unsung heroes—the other partners to this history—who were 
foot soldiers in the endless struggle for freedom, justice and 
equality. This document captures in words and pictures how 
the dream of two visionaries changed the course of American 
history.
Saturday, Feb. 4 • 2 p.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library

Discover Pasadena's Sister City, Dakar, Senegal
Take a journey with us to Dakar-Plateau, Senegal, with our guide, 
Pasadena City Attorney Michele Beal Bagneris, who visited our 
Sister City on a recent trip focused on reconnecting Africans in 
the Diaspora with African Americans, specifically in Pasadena. 
Michele will share stories, photos and videos of her trip to Dakar-
Plateau, along with other interesting areas in Senegal. Join us 
in-person or on Zoom. To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.
evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7309.
Wednesday, Feb. 8 • 5 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library & Zoom

Pasadena Rose Poets Celebrate Black History Month
We create and share stories of Black lives, even when life takes 
a deep dive. We are connected to our heritage along a pathway, 
which strengthens our voices again and again over centuries, 
years, months, weeks, days, minutes and seconds. This session 
features poetry by Pasadena Rose Poets Teresa Mei Chuc,  
Damian, Kate Gale, Hazel Clayton Harrison, Gerda Govine Ituarte, 
Shahé Mankerian, Toni Mosley, Carla Sameth and Annette Wong. 
To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?EventId=7378. 
Thursday, Feb. 9 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

Notable Black Scientist Buttons and Bookmarks
Celebrate the contributions that Black American scientists  
have made by collecting three commemorative buttons and 
bookmarks. While supplies last.
Tuesday, Feb. 14 • 10 a.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

Dr. Alaina Roberts: I’ve Been Here  
All the While, Black Freedom on  
Native Land
Perhaps no other symbol has more reso-
nance in African American history than that 
of "40 acres and a mule" - the lost promise of 
Black reparations for slavery after the Civil 
War. In I've Been Here All the While, we meet the Black people 
who received this mythic 40 acres, the American settlers who 
coveted this land, and the Native Americans whose holdings 
it originated from. To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.
evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7286.
Thursday, Feb. 16 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Lift Every Voice: An Evening with Angeline Butler,  
a Powerful Voice of the Civil Rights Movement
Join us for a conversation about resistance with Angeline 
Butler, the celebrated singer, actress, playwright, producer, 
instructor and student organizer for Civil Rights during her 
teens. She was one of the first students to be jailed for their 
nonviolent resistance. Jackie Robinson called her "one of the 
first 'sit-in' leaders of the Nashville Movement." In 1960, Butler helped  
organize the Nashville Student Nonviolent Central Committee along with 
Marion Barry, Jr. and John Lewis. She was also a student advisor to Martin  
Luther King, Jr. and an organizer of the 1963 March on Washington. Beyond 
her work as an activist, Butler’s career as a singer and actor spanned many 
decades, and over seven countries. She is currently a lecturer in Africana 
Studies at the John Jay College for Criminal Justice in New York. She will be 
joining us on Zoom, but you can view her talk on a big screen at Hastings 
Branch Library. Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions. 
To attend on Zoom, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?EventId=7298.
Thursday, Feb. 16 • 6 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library & Zoom

Quilt Block Portraits
In honor of Black History Month, make a quilt block portrait in celebration of 
the Quilting Women of Gee’s Bend Alabama. Fabric, fusible web and other 
materials will be utilized. For inspiration, bring a reference photo of your 
favorite pet, person or subject. Materials provided by REMAINDERS Creative 
Reuse, an upcycle depot focused on sustainability and reuse of creative 
materials. For ages 13+. To sign up call (626) 744-7272.
Saturday Feb. 18 • 2:30 p.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

African Talking Drums
Listen, learn and participate in Chazz's world of African Drums, the  
"heart-beat of all music."  Presented by Chazz Ross. For all ages.
Tuesday, Feb. 21 • 1 p.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

Toni Ann Johnson: Light Skin Gone to Waste: Stories 
Winner of the Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction,  
author Toni Ann Johnson draws from experiences with 
racism and bad parenting in a new short story collection, 
Light Skin Gone to Waste. This is Johnson’s third publication. 
Her novella Homegoing was a semi-finalist for the William 
Faulkner Wisdom Award in fiction. Remedy For a Broken  
Angel earned Johnson a 2015 NAACP Image Award nomination for  
Outstanding Literary Work by a Debut Author. To attend, sign up at  
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7124.
Wednesday, Feb. 22 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

Gayle Jessup White: Reclamation: Sally Hemings, 
Thomas Jefferson, and a Descendant's Search for  
Her Family's Lasting Legacy
Television reporter, anchor and author Gayle Jessup White 
got her start in journalism at The New York Times. In her  
acclaimed book, White traces her own family history as a 
Black descendant of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings's 
family. She explores America's racial reckoning through the prism of her 
ancestors--both the enslaver and the enslaved. She offers a compelling 
portrait of what it means to be a Black woman in America, to pursue the 
American dream, to reconcile the legacy of racism, and to ensure the nation 
lives up to the ideals advocated by her legendary ancestor. Join us in-person 
or on Zoom. To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?EventId=7310. Books will be available for sale and signing. 
Friday, Feb. 24 • 5 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library & Zoom

Celebrating  
Black History Month
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Pasadena Rose Poets:  
Not So Perfect Storm
To celebrate their 6th anniversary in July 
2022, the Pasadena Rose Poets introduced, 
Book No. 2, Not So Perfect Storm. This  
journey was shaped by unchartered  
terrain which caused the group to keep 
adjusting and reinventing, laced with a 
litany of surprising challenges, chaos and 
change. Survival leans in as they look into a translucent future. 
Join them to learn more about their journey and their book. To 
attend, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?EventId=7379.
Thursday, Jan. 19 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

Raquel Ramsey & Tricia Aurand:  
Taking Flight, The Nadine Ramsey Story
Nadine Ramsey went from barnstorming 
and speed racing aloft to penetrating a glass 
ceiling as one of 303 women pilots allowed 
to fly military aircraft. They crisscrossed the 
country, delivering planes from factories  
to embarkation points for shipment to  
overseas units in World War II. The pilots 
were members of the Women Aircraft  
Service Pilots (WASP) program, created 
over objections from many in the military, and only when the 
shortage of male pilots in wartime convinced the U.S. to briefly 
lift the ban on women pilots flying military planes. To attend, 
sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails? 
EventId=7327.
Tuesday, Jan. 31 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

55

Nat Read: One Hundred  
Years in Pasadena:  
The University Club  
of Pasadena 1922 -2022
Discover little known facts 
about Pasadena from author 
and researcher Nat Read as he 
discusses his most recent book, One Hundred Years 
in Pasadena: The University Club of Pasadena 1922 
-2022. To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?EventId=7125.
Thursday, Jan. 12 • 5 p.m. • Zoom 

Kelly Chang Rickert: 
Two Adventures with 
Mom and Dad:  
Explaining Divorce  
to Young Children
Divorce and separation are 
difficult for children. Two 
Adventures with Mom and Dad is a children's 
book about divorce. The book introduces young children to the concept 
of divorce and separation. This book helps start the dialogue at home on 
what to expect during the process. The author, family law attorney Kelly 
Chang Rickert, and illustrator Tanya Campbell encourage separating 
parents to read this book together to their child. To attend, sign up at 
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7324.
Tuesday, Jan. 17 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

& their Journeys Series

Blind Date with a Book
Check out our display then choose a book from it 
without knowing the title! It’s a mystery. All you have 
are some hints about what’s inside.

“Celebrating Diversity Through  
Photography” 
Artist Alfred Haymond is a self-taught 
photographer whose approach is described 
simply as "The art of finding those mundane 
occurrences happening all around us and 
visually documenting them.” 

EXHIBITS 
Hastings Branch Library 

FEBRUARY
Santa Catalina Branch Library

Children’s Art Exhibit 
Featuring the portraiture 
of Field Elementary School 
students. The students drew 
themselves with their favorite 
Black American inventors for 
Black History Month.

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7379
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7379
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7327
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7327
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7125
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7125
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7324
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Take & Make: Paper Lantern
Light up your desk with a paper lantern! Add a bit of winter 
cheer with scenes of snowy trees and animals. Sign up for your 
kit at https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PPLpaperlantern. 
Sign-ups begin Monday, Jan. 9. Kits can be picked up at Santa 
Catalina Branch Library. For ages 9+.
Monday, Jan. 9 • While supplies last

Take & Make: DIY Recycled Bird Feeder
In winter, it can be difficult for birds to find 
enough food. Let’s recycle and help nurture 
our local wildlife! Sign up for your kit at 
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/
DIY_bird_feeder. Sign-ups begin Tuesday, 
Jan. 17. Kits can be picked up at Hastings 
Branch Library. 
Tuesday, Jan. 17 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Make Your Own Puzzle
Make your own puzzle! Draw your own design on popsicle 
sticks to celebrate National Puzzle Day. Sign up for your kit  
at https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PPLpuzzleday. 
Sign-ups begin Tuesday, Jan. 17. Kits can be picked up at  
Santa Catalina Branch Library. For ages 3-5.
Tuesday, Jan. 17 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Pom Pom Rabbit
2023 is the Year of the Rabbit, which is considered to be the 
luckiest of all 12 zodiac animals! Celebrate Chinese New Year on 
January 22 by making a lucky pom pom rabbit. Sign up for your kit 
at https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PPLpompomrabbit. 
Sign-ups begin on Monday, Jan. 23. Kits can be picked up at 
Santa Catalina Branch Library. For ages 9+.
Monday, Jan. 23 • While supplies last

Take & Make: “I Have a Dream”  
Cloud Mobile
Take inspiration from Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
famous speech and put your dreams for a  
better world up for all to see. Invite your friends 
to share their dreams too! Sign up for your kit 
at https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/
Dream_Clouds. Sign-ups begin on Wednesday, 
Feb. 1. Kits can be picked up at Hastings Branch 
Library. For ages 3+.
Wednesday, Feb. 1 • While supplies last

Take & Make: The Art of Bisa Butler
American fiber artist Bisa Butler created a new 
genre of quilting, transforming the medium by 
creating quilts that look like paintings. Create 
collage quilt artwork inspired by the work 
of Bisa Butler. Sign up for your kit at https://
cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/BisaButler. 
Sign-ups begin on Wednesday, Feb. 1. Kits can 
be picked up at Hill Avenue Branch Library. For 
ages 9+.
Wednesday, Feb. 1 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Inspired by Artist Pearl Fryar
Pearl Fryar is a world renowned abstract topiary 
artist in Bishopville, SC. The aesthetics of Fryar's 
work are a departure from traditional topiary 
work and are considered abstract, inventive and 
free form. Create a topiary landscape fantasy 
of your own. Sign up for your kit at https://
cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PearlFryar. 
Sign-ups begin on Wednesday, Feb. 1. Kits can be 
picked up at Hill Avenue Branch Library. For ages 5+.
Wednesday, Feb. 1 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Floating Heart Sensory Jars
Create a calming, floating sensory jar with heart confetti! Sign up for 
your kit at https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/heartsensoryjars. 
Sign-ups begin on Monday, Feb. 6. Kits can be picked up at Jefferson 
Branch Library. For ages 5-19.
Monday, Feb. 6 • While supplies last

Enjoy fun, free take-and-make crafts that are simple and easy to make! Follow the instructions below to reserve your craft 
kit. Sign-ups begin at the start of the day - you do not need to wait for the library to open to sign up. Kits are limited to one per 
participant and may be picked up at your favorite library branch. You will be notified by email where and when your kit is available 
for pickup. Kits contain the necessary craft materials and instructions to help guide you in creating the craft. Additional household 
items such as scissors, a stapler, glue or tape may be needed. The kits are extremely popular and available while supplies last. Kits 
not picked up by a certain date will be released to those on the waiting list. For all ages unless specified.

https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PPLpaperlantern
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/DIY_bird_feeder
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/DIY_bird_feeder
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PPLpuzzleday
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PPLpompomrabbit
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/Dream_Clouds
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/Dream_Clouds
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/BisaButler
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/BisaButler
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PearlFryar
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PearlFryar
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/heartsensoryjars
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Special Events
Royal Court Tea Party
Future kings, queens and princesses, 
come dressed in your finery to meet the 
Rose Queen and her royal court. Queen 
Bella and the Royal Princesses will read 
their favorite princess stories and share 
their recent experiences. Bring a camera 
and a smile to pose with royalty. 
Saturday, Jan. 14 • 2 p.m. 
Hastings Branch Library

The Fentanyl Overdose Crisis
Fentanyl has entered our community and its devastating effect is 
heard almost daily. Overdoses from synthetic opioids (e.g., fentanyl) 
and methamphetamine are increasing, as are the numbers and rates 
of deaths from overdoses related to these opioids. The community is 
invited to attend and learn more from Huntington Health emergency 
physician Edwin Peck, M.D. and pharmacist Evan Adintori. A question-
and-answer session will follow. Presented in partnership with Huntington 
Health, an Affiliate of Cedars Sinai.
Saturday, Jan. 28 • 11 a.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library
Saturday, Feb. 11 • 11 a.m. • Linda Vista Branch Library
Saturday, Feb. 25 • 11 a.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Educator Night
Pasadena Public Library invites current preschool-12th  
grade educators who teach or live in Pasadena to  
Educator Night. This is an opportunity for us to say  
“thank you” for all you do to inspire, challenge and  
engage students to learn, discover and grow. Please join  
us for dinner; learn about our free resources for teachers, librarians 
and students; chat with our librarians and take home a tote bag and 
book to share with your class. This is a special invitation for Pasadena 
preschool-12th grade educators only. Librarians, school staff, and  
administrators are also welcome. For us to welcome the most educators 
possible, we cannot accommodate any guests. To attend, sign up at 
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7053.
Thursday, Feb. 2 • 5 – 7 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library

The Shiribims in Concert
Enjoy music presented by The Shiribims, founded by Shiri Goldsmith-
Graziani. This special concert features a musical snapshot of the magical 
era when klezmer musical tradition migrated from the Old World to the 
streets of New York, flowing effortlessly between klezmer, Yiddish song, 
vaudeville, hot jazz, and European cabaret music.
Saturday, Feb. 11 • 3 p.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library

Take & Make: Galentine’s Day Magnets
Celebrate your best gal pal this Galentine's Day with 
DIY conversation heart magnets. Sign up for your kit 
at https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PPLGalen-
tinesDay. Sign-ups begin on Monday, Feb. 6. Kits can be 
picked up at Santa Catalina Branch Library. For ages 18+.
Monday, Feb. 6 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Yum Yum Sweet 
Potatoes!
Sweet potatoes have a deliciously 
storied history with Black Americans. 
Choose from a variety of recipes 
and connect with tasty traditions. 
Enjoy! Sign up for your kit at https://
cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/
sweet_potato_recipe. Sign-ups begin 
on Tuesday, Feb. 14. Kits can be picked 
up at Hastings Branch Library. 
Tuesday, Feb. 14 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Mae Jemison’s Rocket
Celebrate Black History Month with a rocket craft to 
honor the first African American woman who went into 
space! Sign up for your kit at https://cityofpasadena.
libwizard.com/f/maejemisonsrocket. Sign-ups begin 
on Tuesday, Feb. 14. Kits can be picked up at Jefferson 
Branch Library. For ages 3-12.
Tuesday, Feb. 14 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Alma Thomas the Eclipse
Celebrate Black History Month by creating a vibrant 
masterpiece inspired by Alma Thomas' "The Eclipse." 
Sign up for your kit by calling (626) 744-7268. Sign-ups 
begin on Tuesday, Feb. 21. Kits can be picked up at  
La Pintoresca Branch Library. For ages 9+.
Tuesday, Feb. 21 • While supplies last

We have numerous options to inform,  
educate, entertain and connect you to  
the greater world beyond your home all  
accessible on our website,  
www.PasadenaPublicLibrary.net.  
           Check it out!

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7053
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PPLGalentinesDay
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PPLGalentinesDay
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/sweet_potato_recipe
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/sweet_potato_recipe
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/sweet_potato_recipe
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/maejemisonsrocket
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/maejemisonsrocket
http://www.PasadenaPublicLibrary.net


JANUARY

Elvis Thru the Years (2007) NR CC 
Documentary (Celebrating Elvis’  
birthday on Jan. 8)
This gripping, highly entertaining  
documentary offers an unparalleled 
behind-the-scenes look at the life of Elvis 
Presley. Using rare footage from his films, 

press conferences, outtakes, movie trailers, news clips, 
and comedy sketches, Elvis Thru the Years is a fitting 
commemoration of the man who became a legend!

I Am MLK, Jr. (2018) NR CC  
Documentary (Commemorating  
Martin Luther King Day)
I Am MLK Jr. celebrates the life and  
explores the character of American icon 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Following his 
journey across the mountaintops and 

valleys while capturing the Civil Rights Movement at 
large, the film provides intimate, first-hand insights on 
Dr. King, exploring moments of personal challenge and 
elation, and an ongoing movement that is as important 
today as when Dr. King first shone a light on the plight 
of his fellow African Americans. 

Nicholas Nickleby (2002) PG CC 
(Commemorating National  
Book Month)
After Nicholas' father dies and leaves 
the family penniless, the Nickleby family 
moves to London to stay with their Uncle 
Ralph. Ralph turns abusive and separates 

the family, which includes sending Nicholas to the 
cruel and wicked Wackford Squeers.

Twilight (1998) R CC (Celebrating the 
birthdays of Paul Newman on Jan. 26 
and Gene Hackman on Jan. 30)
Screen legend Paul Newman heads a 
luminous cast in this acclaimed whodunit 
packed with stars and suspense.

On your desktop or laptop 
computer in your browser 
(Chrome, Firefox, etc.)

Via some smart 
TV devices, 
such as Roku

On a smart 
phone or 
tablet

Via the hoopla 
app in App Store 
or Google Play

hoopla is available on many different devices:

MOVIES  •  Selected by The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library.

FEBRUARY 

A Century of Black Cinema (2003) NR CC  
Documentary (Commemorating Black History Month)
African Americans have made huge leaps in the film industry, 
both in front of the camera and behind it, and are finally being 
recognized for their work. This film explores the journey African 
Americans had to take within cinema to get to where they are 
now. This film touches upon topics of racially insensitive films 

that perpetuated racial myths, unjust representation on screen, African 
American films vanishing into obscurity despite their merit, and more.

Mary Queen of Scots (2013) NR CC  
(Commemorating the anniversary of her death)
A biography of the doomed monarch whose devotion to her 
cousin Elizabeth I and her duty to her country left her executed. 
Through haunting visuals, the film examines her return to  
Scotland, the exhausting struggles between Catholics and 
Protestants, her marriage to Lord Darnley, and her relationship 

with the Earl of Bothwell. A queen who lost three kingdoms. A wife who lost 
three husbands. And ultimately a woman who lost her head.

The Lost Valentine (2011) NR CC  
(Celebrating Valentine's Day)
Jaded reporter Susan Allison receives a sentimental Valentine's 
Day assignment: the story of Caroline Thomas, who has waited 
60 years for her pilot husband - declared missing in action  
during World War II- to return to her.

American Experience: George Washington:  
The Man Who Wouldn't Be King (2011) NR CC  
Documentary (Commemorating President's Day)
George Washington has been sculpted, painted, emulated and 
deified for more than 200 years, but few Americans have an 
idea who he was. This film is for all of us who were raised on 
myth and are curious about the truth. It gives an unconventional 
look at the man who insisted that America be a democracy.

PBS: Lincoln@Gettysburg (2013)  
Documentary (Commemorating President's Day)
In 1863, Abraham Lincoln proved himself a master of a new 
frontier — not on the battlefields of the Civil War, but in his 
high-tech command center: the War Department Telegraph 
Office, America’s first Situation Room. The internet of the 19th 
century, the telegraph, gave Lincoln new powers to reshape 

leadership and wield personal control across distant battlefields.

Films
We invite you to join our January and February movie series anytime you wish at home, available through hoopla. To access it go to 
https://hoopladigital.com.

Create your own login complete with email and password. Then select “Pasadena Public Library.” Finally, enter your 14-digit library card number.
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Allendale Book  
Discussion
We will discuss Less by 
Andrew Greer in January. 
In celebration of Black 
History Month in  
February we will discuss 
Sing, Unburied, Sing  
by Jesmyn Ward.
Saturdays, Jan. 21 & Feb. 18 • 10:30 a.m.  
Allendale Branch Library

West Pasadena Book  
Discussion Group
Linda Vista and San  
Rafael branches joint 
book group.

In January we will discuss 
West With Giraffes by 
Lynda Rutledge. In February we will discuss The Sun 
Does Shine: How I Found Life and Freedom on Death  
Row by Anthony Ray Hinton in celebration of Black  
History Month.
Saturday, Jan. 21 • 11 a.m. • San Rafael Branch Library
Saturday, Feb. 18 • 11 a.m. • Linda Vista Branch Library

Pasadena Readers 
We meet for a book discussion. Call the branch  
(626) 744-7272 for the book titles. 
Mondays, Jan. 23 & Feb. 27 • 3 - 4:30 p.m.  
Santa Catalina Branch Library

9

For Adults

BEYOND THE BOOK – PPL’S BOOK GROUPS
We offer in-person and virtual formats that allow you to keep in contact  
with fellow book lovers as you discuss new books together.

Need a copy of the book? Place a hold on a physical copy using our Library  
catalog (https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default) and pick it up  
at any of our branch libraries. You can also download an eBook version using 
your Pasadena Public Library card one of two ways: Via Cloud Library  
(https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/PasadenaPublicLibrary) or Via 
Overdrive (https://pasadena.overdrive.com/). 

Great Literature Discussion Group
Join us for a weekly hour-long discussion on great works of literature.  
Call branch for book selection, (626) 744-7266.
Mondays (Except Jan. 2 & 16, Feb. 13 & 20) • 10 a.m.  
Lamanda Park Branch Library

iBook Club
"New Adult" readers in their 20s and 30s, including participants using speech-
generating devices. Sign up for each program separately. January iBook Club 
- https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7146. 
February iBook Club - https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?EventId=7147.
Mondays, Jan. 9 & Feb. 6 • 3 – 4 p.m. • Zoom

Book Chit Chat 
Call branch for book selection, (626) 744-7262.
Tuesdays, Jan. 10 & Feb. 7 • 5 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

Hill Avenue Book Club
Join us in January on Zoom for a book discussion. 
To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.
info/signupEventDetails?EventId=7312. In 
February, we will celebrate Black History Month 
by discussing two books about Belle da Costa 
Green: The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict, 
available in print format, and Belle Greene by 
Alexandra LaPierre, available in hoopla in either eBook or eAudiobook format 
with your Pasadena Public Library card. To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.
evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7311.
Saturdays, Jan. 14 & Feb. 11 • 10:30 a.m. • Zoom

Family
Melty Bead Extravaganza
Join us for an afternoon of melty bead madness with Dr. Scienceman.
Saturday, Jan. 28 • 3 p.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

The Princess and The Frog
Come, watch Tiana and her frog prince sing in the Louisiana swamps for Valentine’s Day! 
Tuesday, Feb. 14 • 4 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library

Kindness Rocks!
Just in time for National Random Acts of 
Kindness Day, paint an uplifting message 
on a rock then leave it out for someone 
to find.
Thursday, Feb. 16 • 3 p.m.  
Santa Catalina Branch Library

The Pasadena Public Library is an information center for the Pasadena community in order to preserve and encourage the 
free expression of ideas essential to an informed citizenry.

A variety of highly vetted programs are presented for children and adults and they represent the research and opinions of the 
presenter and do not reflect an endorsement by the City of Pasadena nor the Pasadena Public Library.

https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/PasadenaPublicLibrary
https://pasadena.overdrive.com/
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7146
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7147
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7147
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7312
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7312
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7311
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7311
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Creative Arts
Art a la Carte 
Artist Lorrie Shriner teaches drawing, watercolor 
and collage techniques. Beginner’s welcome. 
Sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/
signup. 
Tuesdays • 2:30 p.m. • Zoom

Envision Your New Year! 
Visualize your goals for 2023! We’ll provide supplies to create a visual 
representation of your goals and dreams. Bring anything meaningful 
you want to include on your board.
Saturday, Jan. 14 • 11 a.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Sew It Begins – Oven Mitts
Learn how to make your own oven mitts. In this Zoom class you’ll  
follow along at home with your sewing machine and learn all the steps 
to sewing a quilted oven mitt. To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.
evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7164.
Tuesday, Jan. 31 • 3 p.m. • Zoom

Gardening

Pasadena Gardening Club Gift  
Commemorates the 200th Birthday  
of Frederick Law Olmsted
To commemorate the 200th anniversary of the birth 
of Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr, the Pasadena Garden 
Club recently gave Pasadena Public Library’s Hill 
Avenue Branch several books on the famed social 
reformer, founder of American landscapes and  
designer of parks. These include Frederick Law  
Olmsted: Designing the American Landscape by 
Charles Beveridge and Parks for the People: How 
Frederick Law Olmsted Designed America by  
Elizabeth Partridge. Additional books available are: 
Genius of Place by Justin Martin and A Clearing in the 
Distance by Witold Rybzcynski. 

In June, Pasadena Garden Club partnered with the Pasadena Public 
Library to present a program on Olmsted. Join Dr. Christine Edstrom 
O’Hara on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ATwrRV0PTaI 
to explore his living legacy and the hundreds of landscapes and parks 
that he inspired across the United States. 

Hill Avenue Branch Library is home to the library’s Gardening Club  
and Seed Library. 

Pasadena  
Grows: Native  
Wildflower Seed  
Scatter Mix
Go native! Discover the many types  
of local native wildflowers available. Learn how to  
make a scattering mix to create your own spring wildflower 
meadow.
Saturday, Jan. 7 • 10:30 a.m. - noon 
Hill Avenue Branch Library Garden Patio

Pasadena Grows: Spring Square Foot Veggie Garden
Do you want to create a veggie garden this spring? Learn what’s 
doable. We’ll show you plans and layouts for a 3x5 and 4x6 square 
foot spring vegetable garden featuring, peas, radishes, carrots, dill 
and more!
Saturday, Feb. 18 • 10:30 a.m. - noon 
Hill Avenue Branch Library Garden Patio

Health & Fitness
Free Health Screening
Registered nurses from Huntington Health  
and affiliates of Cedar Sinai provide free blood  
pressure and blood glucose screenings, referrals 
and health education. A two-hour (minimum)  
fasting time is required before blood glucose testing.  
No appointment necessary. 
Thursdays, Jan. 12 & Feb. 9 • 11 a.m.  
La Pintoresca Branch Library
Wednesdays, Jan. 18 & Feb. 15 • 10 a.m.  
Hastings Branch Library

Covered California Health Care Information Session
ChapCare, your local nonprofit healthcare center, will host a 
presentation to help you with any questions you may have about 
Covered California Health Care Plans during the current enrollment 
period, which closes January 31. ChapCare also offers free enrollment 
advocacy services. English and Spanish speakers are available to 
answer any questions you may have, as well as questions related 
to other health programs like Medi-Cal and My Health LA.
Saturday, Jan. 14 • 2:30 p.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Zumba
Join us at the library for Zumba, a great way to  
lose weight, tone up, increase cardio strength,
improve coordination, gain self-esteem and  
feel happy! Beginners are welcome. For ages 18+.
Saturdays, Jan. 14 & 21, Feb. 11 & 25 
10:30 a.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library

Language
Spanish Conversation Group 
Want to practice and improve your spoken Spanish? Join our  
conversational Spanish group now on Zoom! Volunteers and  
attendees help you to make personal progress and provide lots  
of practice speaking in Spanish. For all adults of any Spanish 
speaking level. Sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup.
Thursdays • 2:30 - 4 p.m. • Zoom 

Discovery Classes

Pasadena Garden Club members: Kathy LeRoy, President;  
Frederick Law Olmsted Committee members Leslie Zasa and Marilyn Brumder.  
Pasadena Public Library Staff: Tim McDonald, Acting Director,  
Christine Reeder, Adult Services Librarian, Shauna Redmond, Natassia Mendez 
and Adry Furchtgott, Hill Avenue Branch Library.

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7164
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7164
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ATwrRV0PTaI
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
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Early Learners
For ages 0-5 and their caregivers unless specified.

Health & Fitness
Read & Play
Enjoy a short family storytime followed by self-guided play activities. 
For ages 0-5.
Mondays (except Jan. 2 & 16, Feb. 13 & 20) • 10:30 a.m.  
Santa Catalina Branch Library 

Play & Learn
Bring your kids to have fun learning through educational games, 
music, coloring, interacting with other kids and making new friends. 
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers. 
Fridays • 10:30 a.m. – noon • Villa Parke Branch Library

EARLY LITERACY STORYTIMES
Branch storytimes may be held indoors and outdoors. 

Infant Toddler Storytime
Storytime is a fun way to introduce your little ones to language and 
learning!  Join us for an indoor, 20-minute storytime with books, 
songs, rhymes and fun! For ages 0-2 and their caregivers.
Tuesdays • 10 a.m. • Jefferson Branch Library
Tuesdays • 10:15 a.m. • Hastings Branch Library
Tuesdays • 10:30 a.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library
Wednesdays • 10:30 a.m. • Allendale Branch Library

Preschool Storytime  
Join us for 30 minutes of fun with books  
and more in this weekly storytime!   
Enjoy stories, songs and fingerplays.  
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
Tuesdays • 10:30 a.m. 
Villa Parke Branch Library
Wednesdays • 10:30 a.m.  
Santa Catalina Branch Library
Wednesdays • 11 a.m. • San Rafael Branch Library
Thursdays • 10:30 a.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library
Thursdays • 10:30 a.m. • Linda Vista Branch Library
Saturdays, Jan. 14 & Feb. 11 • 10:30 a.m. • Hill Avenue Branch Library

Spanish Storytime/Leéme Un Cuento
Join us for Spanish-language storytime. Lo invitamos a disfrutar de 
una hora de cuentos en familia donde usted puede echar a volar 
su imaginación con historias en español, música, manualidades y 
mucho más. For ages 0-12 and their caregivers.
Wednesdays/miércoles (except Jan. 4) • 4 p.m.  
La Pintoresca Branch Library

STEAM Storytime
Join your child in an exploration of the  
wonders of the world through stories, songs, 
fingerplays, dancing and crafts. For ages 0-5 
and their caregivers.
Thursdays • 10:30 a.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

Signs ‘n Storytime (American Sign Language)
Join us for a fun storytime featuring a few American Sign Language 
(ASL) signs to learn and a craft. In January we’ll celebrate Chinese 
New Year and learn a little more about the year of the rabbit. In  
February we’ll have a baby owl craft. For ages 0-5 and their caregivers.
Tuesdays, Jan. 10 & Feb. 21 • 10:30 a.m. • San Rafael Branch Library

Lunar New Year Storytime
2023 is the Year of the Rabbit. Join us and celebrate  
with your little ones at this Lunar New Year-themed storytime.  
For ages 3+ and their caregivers.
Wednesday, Jan. 25 • 4 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library 

Elephant and Piggie Popsicle Puppets
Join us for a special Elephant and Piggie storytime, 
then craft your own Elephant and Piggie popsicle 
puppets. For ages 3-8 and their caregivers. To  
attend the program, sign up at https://pasadena.
evanced.info/signup.
Saturday, Jan. 28 • 3 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library

Valentine’s Day Stories
We’re excited about Valentine’s Day! Join us for fun stories,  
songs, fingerplays and make a craft afterward.
Wednesday, Feb. 8 • 10:30 a.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Celebration Stories
Join us for a special storytime in celebration of Black History 
Month featuring children’s picture books written by Black authors. 
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers.
Wednesday, Feb. 15 • 10:30 a.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Beautiful Blackbird
Celebrate Black History Month by listening to the 
story Beautiful Blackbird written by Ashley Bryan. 
Then make a special craft to take home. For ages  
3-5 and their caregivers. 
Thursday, Feb. 16 • 10:30 a.m. 
Lamanda Park Branch Library

Family Storytime
Enjoy stories, songs, crafts and fun! For ages 3+ and their caregivers.
Wednesdays, Jan. 11 & 25, Feb. 8 & 22 • 4 p.m. 
Hastings Branch Library

Homework Help
Need some assistance with your homework? 

IN-PERSON
Kindergarten - 5th Grade 
Monday - Thursday (Except Jan. 3, 4, 5 & 16, Feb. 13 & 20) 
4 - 6 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

Kindergarten - Middle School 
Monday - Thursday (Except Jan. 3, 4, 5 & 16, Feb. 13 & 20) 
3:30 - 5:30 p.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

ONLINE
Kindergarten - College 
Monday - Sunday • 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
brainfuse HelpNow at https://cityofpasadena.
libguides.com/webkids. Live tutors available 
in multiple languages. 

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/webkids
https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/webkids
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Library Kids
Ages 5-12 unless specified.

CREATIVE ARTS

Club Mudd
Use your creativity and learn how to make animals with clay.  
For ages 6–10. Registration required. To attend the program, sign up  
at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup or call (626) 744-7268.
Thursdays, Jan. 5 & 12 • 4:15 p.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

Phoebe’s Ukulele Workshop
Learn to play the ukulele, the official state modern musical instrument of Hawaii. Ukuleles will be provided or can be checked 
out. Presented by Polytechnic High School students. For ages 8-11. To attend the program, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/
signup or call (626) 744-7268.
Saturdays, Jan. 7, 14 & 21 • 10:30 a.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library 

Art with Jeanette – Portraits
Learn about the fascinating period in art called Expressionism, when color comes from feelings and emotions. 
Using drawing and mixed media, create a portrait of someone you know, or of an imaginary person. Express 
the things you love most about that person, as well as their beauty inside and out.  For ages 7-12. 
Wednesday, Jan. 18 • 3:30 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

Valentine’s Card Workshop
Drop in and make something to share with a friend or loved one. Choose from a variety of crafting supplies and let your creativity soar!
Wednesday, Feb. 8 • 4 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

Pop up Valentine’s Card
Create a pop-up valentine’s card and give it to someone you love.
Thursday, Feb. 9 • 4 p.m. • Villa Parke Branch Library

Art with Jeanette – Mountain Landscapes
Inspired by the mountains near his home in Southern France, artist Paul Cezanne painted beautiful 
landscapes that have been influencing artists for generations. Study paintings by Cezanne then be 
roused by our stunning San Gabriel Mountains to create your own mountain landscapes. 
Wednesday, Feb. 15 • 3:30 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

LITERARY ARTS

Writing Party for Kids
Join us for a creative writing program that's just for kids! We will share a picture book as inspiration, and then give you tools for making 
your own books. You'll see how easy and fun it is to make up your own stories. For ages 5-8. To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.
evanced.info/signup. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 • 4:30 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

Garrett Morgan, the American Inventor of the Traffic Signal 
In celebration of Black History Month, we are highlighting Garrett Morgan. Join us as we read Karyn Parsons’ 
book Saving the Day: Garrett Morgan’s Life-Changing Invention of the Traffic Signal and share the impact this 
man made around the world. We will highlight his life, play a game of red-light green-light and then make a 
traffic light craft to take home.
Thursday, Feb. 9 • 2:30 p.m. • San Rafael Branch Library

For information about the COVID-19 virus and the latest information on vaccine 
availability visit https://www.cityofpasadena.net/COVID19vaccine/.

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/COVID19vaccine/
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Tweens
Ages 9-12 unless specified.

CREATIVE ARTS

Create Your Own, “I Have a Dream” Card
Join us and make a Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. “I Have a Dream” card to commemorate Dr. King. Incorporate  
your own dreams and aspirations in it, then check out books about Dr. King and his many accomplishments.
Wednesday, Jan. 11 • 4 p.m. • Villa Parke Branch Library

Star Wars Slime
This experiment is crucial for a Jedi! Learn the science behind how slime is made, then make your very own intergalactic Star Wars 
galaxy slime. 
Tuesday, Jan. 17 • 3 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library

Presidential Face Mask
Choose your favorite president then make your very own face mask of that president.
Monday, Feb. 6 • 4 p.m. • Villa Parke Branch Library

LITERARY ARTS

Kids Writing Workshop
Are you super imaginative? Do you like to create your own stories, poems, comics or novels? Join us 
and meet other creative kids like you who like to write. Have fun writing using writing prompts and 
activities to feed your imagination! 
Saturday, Jan. 14 • 10:30 a.m. • Hastings Branch Library

STEAM

STEAM Team
Join us to learn about Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics with hands-on  
challenges. In January we will do coding with Ozobots. In February we’ll learn about African  
American contributions to STEAM fields. Supplies are provided. Space is limited. To attend  
the program, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup.
Tuesdays, Jan. 17 & Feb. 21 • 5:30 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup


14

TeenScene
Ages 13-19 unless specified.

CREATIVE ARTS

Sew & Sew Empowering Youth
In this Alterations and Sewing for Beginners class, you will learn how 
to use a sewing machine, make alterations and sew clothes by using a 
pattern. Instructor Renetta Lipscomb has been teaching secondary students 
for over two decades. Her passion is empowering youth to express their individuality 
by altering and making clothes that complement their unique body, shape and personal 
style. You'll receive a list of needed materials at your first meeting. For ages 15-18. To attend 
this class, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7168.
Saturdays, Jan. 7 & 21, Feb. 11 & 25 • noon – 3 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library 

GAMES

Video Game Club
Stop in for gaming on the Nintendo Switch. Make new friends while playing games in a healthy and competitive 
environment that fosters well-being, fair play and an exciting atmosphere. Drop by and join the Video Game 
Club! For ages 14+.
Tuesdays • 4 - 6 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library
Thursdays • 4 - 6 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

LITERARY ARTS

Teen Writing Meetup
Join other teens and write! Whether you are crafting poetry or a novel, writing can be lonely as it's typically a solo endeavor, but  
meeting with others who share the passion can be a great for inspiration and encouragement. We might write together, use writing 
prompts, or share our work in a safe and supportive space. 
Saturdays, Jan. 21 & Feb. 18 • 4 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

MOVIES

A Night at the Movies
Join us for a movie night, just for teens. Help us decide what to watch when you arrive.
Thursdays, Jan. 26 & Feb. 23 • 4 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library

STEAM

Get Real! Virtual Reality @ PPL 
Come on in and give Virtual Reality (VR) a try! We have Oculus Quest–virtual reality visors and handsets  
for the full VR experience. Walk on Mars, visit the International Space Station, do some guided meditation,  
or try any of our many other available VR experiences. Improve your health and well-being! 
Thursdays, Jan. 12 & Feb. 9 • 4 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library
Tuesdays, Jan. 31 & Feb. 28 • 4 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

Teen STEAM Crafts
What cool tech does your library have? Come, and find out! Join us to explore, learn and create with the different tech tools that  
Pasadena Public Library offers.
Thursdays, Jan. 19 & Feb. 16 • 4 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library 

For some crafts, art, and other fun projects visit: YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/pasadenalibrary

All Pasadena Public Library programs and events listed in this newsletter are free and open to the public. 

Our programs and events are extremely popular. Registration may be required. Check program and event listings for details.

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7168
https://www.youtube.com/user/pasadenalibrary
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Lamanda Park Library 
Pocket Park Opens
On November 10th the much-anticipated Lamanda Park Library 
Pocket Park opened to the delight of neighborhood children. 
The library is located in an identified park “gap” area of East 
Pasadena. The library grounds were deemed suitable for use  
as passive recreational space and a pocket park was envisioned. 
The resulting 13,000-square-foot pocket park offers a play 
structure and slides with a rubberized surface for two- to  
five-year-old children. Other park amenities include a shade 
structure, park benches, a picnic area with three tables, a new 
trash enclosure, eight-foot safety fencing along the south  
perimeter and a three-foot safety fence between the playground 
and  Morningside Street.

It’s a wonderful place to play after a library storytime!

Jefferson Branch  
Library Opens
Jefferson Elementary School, which closed in 2020, is now home to 
a new Pasadena library facility, fire department training center and 
the police department’s Police Activities League (PAL) and Explorer 
Program facilities.

The new Jefferson Branch Library offers Children and Teen Services 
and is open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
Saturdays from 2 to 6 p.m. Hours will expand in the future. Library 
activities include storytimes, youth programs and teen volunteer  
opportunities. Upcoming programs are listed in this newsletter. 

Special collections available for check-out include educator and 
homeschool collections, board games, video games, book club kits, 
Chromebooks and hotspots, early reading kits with a focus on equity, 
jigsaw puzzles, juvenile Spanish materials, mental health kits, sensory 
storytime kits, and STEAM kits. 
The library also houses the Office 
of the Young Child Information 
Center and the Teen Mental Health 
Information Center. 

The Jefferson staff looks  
forward to welcoming you!
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The library often photographs or videotapes programs for use in publicity materials. By being present during these activities, you consent to use of your 
appearance or likeness by the library and its licensees, designees, or assignees, in all media, worldwide, in perpetuity. To ensure the privacy of individuals 
and children, images will not be identified using names or personal identifying information without written approval from the photographed subject, parent 
or legal guardian.

Allendale Branch Library 
1130 S. Marengo Ave., Pasadena, CA 91106

(626) 744-7260
Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Central Library
285 E. Walnut St., Pasadena, CA 91101

Temporarily closed.

Hastings Branch Library
3325 E. Orange Grove Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91107

(626) 744-7262
Monday-Thursday • 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.  
Friday & Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  

Sunday • 1 - 5 p.m.

Hill Avenue Branch Library
55 S. Hill Ave., Pasadena, CA 91106

(626) 744-7264
Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Jefferson Branch Library 
Children and Teen Services

1500 E. Villa St., Pasadena, CA 91106
Children's Room (626) 744-8046 

Teen Room (626) 818-4765
Tuesday & Thursday • 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.  

Saturday • 2 – 6 p.m. 

La Pintoresca Branch Library
1355 N. Raymond Ave., Pasadena, CA 91103

(626) 744-7268
Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Lamanda Park Branch Library
140 S. Altadena Dr., Pasadena, CA 91107

(626) 744-7266
Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

PASADENA PUBLIC LIBRARY LOCATIONS & HOURS
Linda Vista Branch Library

1281 Bryant St., Pasadena, CA 91103
(626) 744-7278

Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

San Rafael Branch Library
1240 Nithsdale Rd., Pasadena, CA 91105

(626) 744-7270
Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Santa Catalina Branch Library
999 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104

(626) 744-7272
Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Villa Parke Branch Library
363 E. Villa St., Pasadena, CA 91101

(626) 744-6510
Monday-Friday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Reporting Fraud, Waste or Abuse
For reporting suspected cases of fraud by the City or its employees, officials, contractors or vendors call the HOTLINE at (626) 744-7448 or 
visit https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-manager/internal-audit/fraud-hotline/.

Photo Credit: Donzaleigh Abernathy, Angeline Butler, Sasha Grimes, Catherine Hany, Hastings Branch Library, Hill Avenue Branch Library, 
Toni Ann Johnson, La Pintoresca Branch Library, Ashley Olmsted, Pasadena Fire Department, Pasadena Public Works Department,  
Pasadena Tournament of Roses, Marie Plug, Nat Read, Kelly Chang Rickert, Dr. Alaina Roberts, and Gayle Jessup White.

PASADENA PARAMEDIC  
SUBSCRIPTION PROGRAM

Your Pasadena firefighters are committed to providing the residents and businesses with the very best care and service. For more information 
about this program or to fill out an application, please visit our website www.cityofpasadena.net/fire or scan the QR code.

Membership in the Pasadena  
Paramedic Subscription Program  
provides unlimited use of Pasadena  
Fire Department’s  emergency medical 
system for you and the other members 
of your household for a small annual fee.  

The Pasadena Paramedic  
Subscription Program is  
a voluntary membership 
program for paramedic 
services and emergency 
ambulance transportation.  

Every dollar received 
by the program is used 
to enhance emergency 
medical services to  
the community and  
to improve our local  
paramedic system.  

For just $85 per year 
this voluntary program 
provides coverage for 
fees associated with any 
Paramedic services or 
emergency transportation 
provided.

The charge for an ambulance transport can be as high as $3,000. Even with medical insurance, co-payments and deductibles 
often range between $50 and $500 for an ambulance transport. When you need paramedics, cost should not be a concern.   
A new program offered by the Pasadena Fire Department will prevent such unexpected expenses. 
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For accessibility information and requests, contact the library site hosting the program. Providing at least 72 hours advance notice will help 
ensure availability. 

Many thanks to The Friends of the Pasadena 
Public Library for their continued support of 
Pasadena Public Library’s programs. To learn 
more about The Friends and how you can 
become a member, visit 
http://www.friendsppl.org/.

Would you like to receive our monthly library 
newsletter by email? It’s easy: just go to  
www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/. 
Enter your name and email address to subscribe, 
and then follow the instructions in the confirmation 
email. You may unsubscribe at any time.

Sign up for Off the Shelf online

http://twitter.com/pasadenalibrary
https://www.facebook.com/pasadenalibrary
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/
https://www.instagram.com/pasadenalibrary/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-manager/internal-audit/fraud-hotline/
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/fire
http://www.friendsppl.org/
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/

