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All Pasadena Public Libraries will be CLOSED in observance of:  Easter • Sunday, April 9

Libraries have the power to help each of us reach our 
potential. What other institution is open to everyone, 
contains resources on virtually any topic, provides 
trusted assistance from a highly qualified team, offers 
an array of events and classes each month for all ages, 
and requires no fee to enjoy all this? Come visit us and 
discover the possibilities that the library can open up  
for you!

While our beautiful Central Library is closed for an 
essential retrofit and renovations, our neighborhood 
branches remain open for you. In 2022, we opened  
a new branch library dedicated to youth services.  
The Jefferson Branch Library, where Central Library’s  
outstanding services for children and teens are  
temporarily housed, is located at 1500 E. Villa St.   
Additionally, we are in the process of moving library 
materials to the City-owned Rose Palace. This is a 
huge project that will transform a raw warehouse 
space into a temporary library materials storage and 
distribution site.  This space was previously used 
for such diverse purposes as a rock concert venue 
and parade float barn. Now it will house much of the 
Central Library’s 300,000 circulating and reference 
materials until we can reopen Pasadena’s iconic  
Myron Hunt-designed main library. 

WELCOME TO YOUR LIBRARY!  

I heartily invite you to explore everything the Pasadena  
Public Library has waiting for you. 

We miss Central Library dearly and can’t wait to be back there 
with you. There is good news to report! In February of this year, 
the Pasadena City Council approved a contract to move forward 
and begin the process of seismically retrofitting and renovating 
the landmark building. Gruen Associates and their qualified team 
of sub-consultants were awarded the contract for professional  
design services for the retrofit project. This includes preparation 
of environmental documentation, final construction drawings  
and cost estimates for construction.  

Concurrent with design efforts, the City will continue to pursue 
funding opportunities for the construction phase of the project. 
Pending appropriation of funds, construction is anticipated to 
begin in summer 2025 and last approximately 30 to 36 months.

It’s an enormous job, and we are excited to begin the process  
to preserve this historic building while making thoughtful  
enhancements to meet the community’s future needs and  
bring Central Library into its next century of service.  For more 
information on the Central Library Seismic Retrofit and Renovation 
Project visit https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/central-
library-seismic-retrofit-and-renovations-project/.

While we set off on this ambitious project, the Pasadena Public 
Library is still open at our fabulous neighborhood branches and 
online 24/7. It all starts with a library card. Come visit us today!

Best,
Tim McDonald
Acting Library Director

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/central-library-seismic-retrofit-and-renovations-project/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/central-library-seismic-retrofit-and-renovations-project/
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Special Events

Discover Afghani and Latino culture as we celebrate our 2023 One City, One Story selections and authors, 
Sparks Like Stars by Nadia Hashimi and L.A. Weather by María Amparo Escandón, at Lamanda Park Branch 
during ArtNight. Receive free copy of Sparks Like Stars, while supplies last, before meeting  the author on 
Friday, March 24, 7 p.m. at Pasadena Presbyterian Church.

E X H I B I T S 
M A R C H

"Reflections" 
Dr. Patricia Woodlin, artist
The premise of this exhibition is to share or "reflect" on contemporary and historical 
topics (Blacks Lives Matter, social and political injustice and mental health) from the 
unique point of view of a Woman of Color. Seen through her creatively diverse artistic 
perspective (photomontage, collage, mixed-media and assemblage).

ART
NIGHT
Friday, March 10  
6 - 10 p.m.    
Lamanda Park 
Branch Library

6 - 10 p.m.
Enjoy collage and paper crafts for all ages relating to both 2023 One City, One Story selections, presented by Walden School students.

6 - 6:30 p.m.
Discover the sounds of Latinx music as you enjoy a journey through the most popular Latin American music styles in the U.S., 
accompanied by singing in Spanish, Portuguese and Mexican indigenous languages with historical context. Presented by  
Dr. Gloria Arjona.

6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Students from the Walden School in grades three through six present dramatizations, dance and poetry inspired by the 2023 One City,  
One Story book selections, Sparks Like Stars and L.A. Weather. 

8 – 8:30 p.m.
Learn about the Afghan Women’s Mission and Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan (RAWA) from Sonali 
Kolhatkar, an award-winning broadcast and print journalist, author of Bleeding Afghanistan: Washington, Warlords and the 
Propaganda of Silence and co-founder/co-Director of Afghan Women’s Mission. Founded in 2000, the mission is run by a small 
group of concerned Americans in support of the humanitarian and political work of RAWA, struggling for peace, freedom, 
democracy, and women’s rights since 1977. The mission’s goals are to advance health care, education and empowerment and awareness. 
Projects the mission has undertaken include programs run by Afghan women, including health clinics, schools, orphanages,  
agricultural programs and events in support of women’s and human rights.

8:30 – 9 p.m. 
Afghanistan: Hidden Treasures from the National Museum, Kabul (Documentary - National Geographic, 2008) 
The film is narrated by Khaled Hosseini, author of Pasadena’s 2005 One City, One Story selection, The Kite Runner, and  
A Thousand Splendid Suns. It features footage of the 2004 recovery of the collections of the National Museum, Kabul, which 
had been hidden in the vaults of the Central Bank in the Presidential Palace. The film also includes interviews with exhibition 
curator Fredrik Hiebert and National Museum director Omara Khan Masoudi.

9 – 9:45 p.m.  
Enjoy an encore of Dr. Gloria Arjona’s presentation of the sounds of Latinx Music.



2121STST ANNUAL ONE CITY, ONE STORY  ANNUAL ONE CITY, ONE STORY 2121STST ANNUAL ONE CITY, ONE STORY  ANNUAL ONE CITY, ONE STORY 
Sparks Like Stars
Conversation with author Nadia Hashimi

Friday, March 24 • 7 p.m. 
Pasadena Presbyterian Church • 585 E. Colorado Blvd.

Join us as we welcome author Nadia Hashimi to discuss her book Sparks Like Stars.   
A question-and-answer session will follow. 

There are many nearby restaurants to dine in before the event or have a coffee in  
afterward. Parking is available on-street and in adjacent pay parking lots and garages. 

Visit http://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/onecityonestory to learn about upcoming  
community activities planned in celebration of this year’s selection. Events include  
book discussions, programs, films and more.

One City, One Story is sponsored by The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library and  
Pasadena Literary Alliance – Pasadena Festival of Women Authors.

Films
We invite you to view our 2023 One City, One Story film selection anytime you wish at home, available through hoopla. To access it go to  
https://hoopladigital.com. 

Create your own login complete with email and password. Then select “Pasadena Public Library.” Finally, enter your 14-digit library card number.

Book Chit Chat 
Tuesday, March 7 • 5 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

West Pasadena Book Discussion Group
Linda Vista and San Rafael branches joint book group.
Saturday, March 18 • 11 a.m. 
San Rafael Branch Library

Community Book Discussions
Take part in one or all these online and in-person community discussions centered on our One City, One Story book selection.  

Programs
Educating Girls and Women Today  
in Afghanistan
SAHAR provides equal education opportu-
nities for girls and women in Afghanistan. 
Building and repairing schools, specifically 
for Afghan girls over the past 21 years, to address the 
substantial under-representation of girls in the Afghanistan 
education system. As girls’ access to education in Afghanistan 
was banned after the Taliban takeover of the country in 
August 2021, SAHAR remains committed to finding alternative 
ways to educate girls and women. Presented by Meetra 
Alokozay, Executive Director, SAHAR Education. To attend, 
sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?EventId=7734.
Thursday, March 9 • 5 p.m. • Zoom

Hill Avenue Book Club
To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/
signup/EventDetails?EventId=7671
Saturday, March 25 • 10:30 a.m. • Zoom

Great Literature Discussion Group
Monday, March 27 • 10 a.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library

Allendale Book  
Discussion Group
Saturday, April 15 
10:30 a.m.  
Allendale Branch Library

Saint Judy (2018) PG-13 CC
Learn the true story of immigration attorney Judy Wood  
as she represents and fights for Asefa Ashwari, an  
Afghan woman who fled her home country after being 
persecuted by the Taliban. Despite setbacks and losses, 
their efforts culminate in arguments before the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, as they seek 
to save not only Asefa's life, but countless others across 
the world.

Malala (2019) NR CC - Documentary
Despite an attempt on her life by the Taliban, Malala 
Yousafzai has continued to fight for the rights of  
children to become educated. As the youngest person 
to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, her courage and 
conviction continue to push her to fight for what she 
believes in. This riveting and inspiring biography tells 
the story of a young girl whose bravery and intellect 
continue to amaze the world.

Finding Your Voice
Discover the healing power of writing! In this workshop, you will be led by 
actor, author, advocate, musician, comedian and filmmaker Lorinda Hawkins 
Smith to unearth your hidden histories and find your voice. Lorinda is a domestic 
violence survivor who earned her MBA while transitioning from houseless to 
housed. A true "artivist” her incredible life story is documented in her trilogy 
of books: the Justice? Or...Just Me? series. Lorinda is at home combining art 
and social justice, and she loves to help people create beauty out of hardship 
using many different formats, including music, poetry, performance art and 
fiction. Experience for yourself the catharsis that comes from creativity, and 
the comfort that comes from being part of a supportive group of writers. The 
March class will use writing prompts inspired by Nadia Hashimi's Sparks Like 
Stars, our One City One Story book for 2023. The April class will focus on  
poetry. Please sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup or call  
(626) 744-7268. For adults only.
Saturday, March 11 • 11 a.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library 3

Our 2023 One City, One Story book, Sparks 
Like Stars by author Nadia Hashimi, is available 
to our community to keep as your own personal 
copy. Books are available while supplies last at 
any of our Pasadena Public Library branches 
starting March 1. LIMIT – one copy per library 
cardholder.

http://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/onecityonestory
https://hoopladigital.com
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7734
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7734
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7671
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7671
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup


Michelle Huneven: Search
Spend an afternoon with critically  
acclaimed, award-winning author  
Michelle Huneven as she discusses her 
book Search, a sharp and funny novel of 
a congregational search committee, told as a memoir 
with recipes. Search was a finalist for the One City, One Story  
2023 selection. 
Saturday, March 18 • 3 p.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library

Tim Gregory:  
The Building Biographer
Ever wish your walls could talk and tell you 
about your house’s history? Tim Gregory, 
The Building Biographer, will share his 
detailed methods of research so that you 
can learn about your home’s history. Tim has found 
that every building has its own story to tell, a unique "biography" 
that will bring it to life in the eyes of its owner or potential buyer. 
Since 1992, as The Building Biographer, Tim has provided histories 
of houses and commercial buildings to hundreds of Realtors and 
property-owners. 
Saturday, April 1 • 3 p.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library

Authors & their Journeys Series
Missing History:  
The U.S. Women's Liberation Movement
Meet Jennifer Hall Lee and watch her film,  
Feminist: Stories from Women's Liberation.  
Her film took her to Islamabad, Pakistan, where 
she continues to work with local women. Jennifer is a film 
maker, writer and co-creator of the Women's History Month assembly in 
the Pasadena Unified School District. She is a PUSD trustee and a proud 
PUSD parent. She began her career working in visual effects for feature 
films and has worked on such films as Back to the Future 2, Forrest Gump, 
Ghost and more.
Saturday, April 15 • 3 p.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library

Tim DeRoche and Daniel 
Gonzalez: Tales of Whimsy, 
Verses of Woe 
2019 Summer One City, One Story 
author and illustrator of the best-
selling Ballad of Huck & Miguel, Tim DeRoche and Daniel 
Gonzalez return with a book of verse, Tales of Whimsy, Verses of Woe, that 
will delight anyone who loves Lemony Snicket or Shel Silverstein. If your 
moral character is flimsy, Or your wit be rather slow, Oh dare not read 
these tales of whimsy, For often do they end in woe.
Saturday, April 22 • 3 p.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library

West Pasadena Book Discussion Group
Linda Vista and San Rafael branches joint book group.
In March we will meet at San Rafael to discuss the  
2023 One City, One Story selection Sparks Like Stars 
by Naomi Hashimi. For the April selection call the  
Linda Vista Branch, (626) 744-7278.
Saturday, March 18 • 11 a.m. • San Rafael Branch Library
Saturday, April 15 • 11 a.m. • Linda Vista Branch Library

Pasadena Readers 
In March we will discuss The Marriage 
Portrait by Maggie O’Farrell. In April we 
will discuss Paradise by Toni Morrison.
Mondays, March 20 & April 17  
3 - 4:30 p.m. 
Santa Catalina Branch Library

Hill Avenue Book Club
Join us in March on Zoom as we discuss 
the 2023 One City, One Story book  
selection Sparks Like Stars by Naomi 
Hashimi. To attend, sign up at  
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?EventId=7671. In April, we 
will discuss Booth by Karen Joy Fowler. 
To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?EventId=7716.
Saturdays, March 25 & April 22 • 10:30 a.m. • Zoom

Allendale Book Discussion
We will discuss the 2023 One City, One Story selection 
Sparks Like Stars by Naomi Hashimi.
Saturday, April 15 • 10:30 a.m.  
Allendale Branch Library
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For Adults
BEYOND THE BOOK – PPL’S BOOK GROUPS
We offer in-person and virtual formats that allow you to keep in  
contact with fellow book lovers as you discuss new books together.

Need a copy of the book? Place a hold on a physical copy using our 
Library catalog (https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default) 
and pick it up at any of our branch libraries. You can also download 
an eBook version using your Pasadena Public Library card one of two 
ways: Via Cloud Library (https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/
PasadenaPublicLibrary) or Via Overdrive (https://pasadena.overdrive.
com/). 

Great Literature Discussion Group
Join us for a weekly hour-long discussion on great works of literature. 
Call the branch for the April book selection, (626) 744-7266. We will we 
discuss the 2023 One City, One Story Book Selection Sparks Like Stars 
by Naomi Hashimi on March 27.
Mondays • 10 a.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library

Book Chit Chat 
We will we discuss the 2023 One City, One Story Book  
Selection Sparks Like Stars by Naomi Hashimi in March. 
Call the branch for the April book selection, (626) 744-7262.
Tuesdays, March 7 & April 4 • 5 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

iBook Club
Join other "New Adult" readers in their 20s and 30s, including  
participants using speech-generating devices. Sign up for each  
program separately. March iBook Club - https://pasadena.evanced.
info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7629. April iBook Club -  
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7630.
Mondays, March 13 & April 10 • 3 – 4 p.m. • Zoom

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7671
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7671
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7716
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7716
https://pasadena.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/PasadenaPublicLibrary
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/PasadenaPublicLibrary
https://pasadena.overdrive.com/
https://pasadena.overdrive.com/
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7629
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7629
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7630
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CREATIVE ARTS
Art a la Carte 
Artist Lorrie Shriner teaches drawing, watercolor and collage 
techniques. Beginners welcome. Sign up at https://pasadena.
evanced.info/signup. 
Tuesdays • 2:30 p.m. • Zoom

Exploring Vivid Colors with Collage  
& Photomontage
Join artist Patricia Woodlin for an introduction to  
the art of collage/photomontage. Participants will 
use a variety of vivid colors and color combinations to 
produce unexpected patterns and textures. All materials 
provided. Presented by REMAINDERS Creative Reuse. 
Saturday, March 18 • 2:30 p.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Express Yourself Series -  
Art of the Portrait
Art interprets humanness, and no-
where is this illustrated more than in 
the portrait. Learn about portraits in 
the history of art. Create a portrait of  
yourself or someone else, expressing 
physical identity and capturing the 
personality and true essence of your 
subject. Please bring a photo for refer-
ence. Presented by Jeanette Russell.
Tuesday, March 21 • 11 a.m. • Linda Vista Branch Library

Needle Felting with Kiki Joel
Join Kiki Joel to learn needle felting and create both two- and three- 
dimensional artwork, including soft sculpture, dolls, figurines and 
more! All materials provided. Presented by Remainders Creative Reuse.
Saturday, April 15 • 2:30 p.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Poetry Writing for Adults
Join us for a poetry writing meetup to spark your creativity. Even if 
you’ve never written poetry before, we’ll have something for you,  
with different types of tools and prompts to get your ideas flowing.
Saturday, April 22 • 11 a.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

HEALTH & FITNESS
Free Health Screening
Registered nurses from Huntington Health and affiliates of  
Cedar Sinai provide free blood pressure and blood glucose 
screenings, referrals and health education. A two-hour  
(minimum) fasting time is required before blood glucose testing. 
No appointment necessary. 
Thursdays, March 9 & April 13 • 11 a.m.  
La Pintoresca Branch Library
Wednesdays, March 15 & April 19 • 10 a.m.  
Hastings Branch Library

Qigong & Tai-Chi for Health & Wellness
Join us for an hour of gentle exercise with instructor Christine 
Kay, who will lead us in a half-hour of Qigong and a half-hour  
of Tai-Chi focused on general health and wellness. 
Tuesdays, March 14 & 28, April 11 & 25 • 5 p.m.  
Hastings Branch Library

Zumba
Join us at the library for Zumba, a great way 
to lose weight, tone up, increase cardio 
strength, improve coordination, gain 
self-esteem and feel happy! Beginners are 
welcome. For ages 18+.
Saturdays, March 11 & 25, April 8 & 22  
10:30 a.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library

LANGUAGE
Spanish Conversation Group 
Want to practice and improve your spoken Spanish? Join our 
conversational Spanish group now on Zoom! Volunteers and 
attendees help you to make personal progress and provide lots 
of practice speaking in Spanish. For all adults of any Spanish 
speaking level. Sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/
signup.
Thursdays • 2:30 - 4 p.m. • Zoom

Discovery  
Classes

Filed Your Taxes?
Haven’t done them yet? Stop by your local branch library to pick up your federal and state tax forms. 
 
Additional tax forms and information are available from the IRS website, www.irs.gov,  
and from the Franchise Tax Board website, www.ftb.ca.gov.  

A list of online tax resources can also be found on the library’s website,  
https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/Taxes.

The Pasadena Public Library is an information center for the Pasadena community in order to preserve and encourage the free expression of ideas essential 
to an informed citizenry.

A variety of highly vetted programs are presented for children and adults and they represent the research and opinions of the presenter and do not reflect an 
endorsement by the City of Pasadena nor the Pasadena Public Library.

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
http://www.irs.gov
http://www.ftb.ca.gov
https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/Taxes
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Take & Make: Embroidered Heart Card
Celebrate Women’s History Month by creating an  
embroidered heart greeting card for that special 
woman in your life. Sign up for your kit at  
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/ 
embroideredheartcard. Sign-ups begin on  
Thursday, March 2. Kits can be picked up at  
Jefferson Branch Library. For ages 8+.
Thursday, March 2 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Pot ‘O Gold Rainbow Twirler
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with this colorful and charming paper 
craft. Sign up for your kit at https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/
Rainbow_plate. Sign-ups begin on Monday, March 6. Kits can be 
picked up at Hastings Branch Library. For ages 3-12.
Monday, March 6 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Pi Day Puzzle
Dr. Mr. Scienceman is back with a delicious take-and-make puzzle  
in celebration of Pi Day on March 14. Sign up for your kit at  
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PiDay. Sign-ups begin on 
Wednesday, March 8. Kits can be picked up at Santa Catalina Branch 
Library. For ages 5-12.
Wednesday, March 8 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Geometric Unicorn
Make a little magic of your own with this delightful  
geometric unicorn craft. Sign up for your kit at  
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/geometric_unicorn. 
Sign-ups begin Monday, March 20. Kits can be picked up at Hastings 
Branch Library. 
Monday, March 20 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Si Se Puede Color Sheet Puzzle
Come, take a coloring sheet of Cesar Chavez’s picture Si Se Puede, 
color it, cut it in pieces and create your own puzzle. Take and make or 
make and take. Kits can be picked up at Villa Parke Branch Library.
Monday-Friday, March 27-31 • While supplies last

Enjoy fun, free take-and-make crafts that are simple and easy to make! Follow the instructions below to reserve your craft kit. Sign-ups begin at 
the start of the day - you do not need to wait for the library to open to sign up. Kits are limited to one per participant and may be picked up at 
your favorite library branch. You will be notified by email where and when your kit is available for pickup. Kits contain the necessary craft materials 
and instructions to help guide you in creating the craft. Additional household items such as scissors, a stapler, glue or tape may be needed.  
The kits are extremely popular and available while supplies last. Kits not picked up by a certain date will be released to those on the waiting list. 
For all ages unless specified.

Take & Make: Spring Lambs
Spring has sprung and the new lambs are frolicking 
in the fields! Celebrate the season with this darling 
craft. Sign up for your kit at https://cityofpasadena.
libwizard.com/f/spring_lamb. Sign-ups begin on 
Monday, April 3. Kits can be picked up at Hastings 
Branch Library.
Monday, April 3 • While supplies last

Take & Make: New Life Hatching Chick on a Stick
Celebrate new life! Take and make or make and take a hatching chick on 
a popsicle stick craft.  Kits can be picked up at Villa Parke Branch Library. 
For ages 3-5.
Monday-Friday, April 3-7 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Picture Frame
Make two unique picture frames for Earth Month. 
This is a wonderful way to display special moments 
on your wall. Sign up for your kit at  
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/ 
pictureframe. Sign-ups begin on Tuesday, April 4. 
Kits can be picked up at Jefferson Branch Library. For ages 5+. 
Tuesday, April 4 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Colorful Owl Lacing Craft
Bring a colorful owl to life with a fun cardboard yarn lacing craft. Sign up 
for your kit at https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PPLcolorfulowl. 
Sign-ups begin on Tuesday, April 11. Kits can be picked up at Santa  
Catalina Branch Library. For ages 5+. 
Tuesday, April 11 • While supplies last

Take & Make: Spring Chicks
These adorable new hatchlings are a perfect way to ring in the Spring 
season. Sign up for your kit at https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/
hatched_chick. For ages 3-12.
Monday, April 17 • While supplies last

https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/embroideredheartcard
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/embroideredheartcard
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/Rainbow_plate
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/Rainbow_plate
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PiDay
 https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/geometric_unicorn
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/geometric_unicorn
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/spring_lamb
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/spring_lamb
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/pictureframe
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/pictureframe
 https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/colorfulowl
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/PPLcolorfulowl
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/hatched_chick
https://cityofpasadena.libwizard.com/f/hatched_chick


Early Learners
For ages 0-5 and their caregivers unless specified.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Read & Play
Enjoy a short family storytime followed by self-guided play activities. 
This session encourages creativity, imagination and dexterity and 
increases children’s physical, cognitive and emotional development. 
For ages 0-5.
Mondays • 10:30 a.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library 
Wednesdays • 11:40 a.m. • San Rafael Branch Library

Play & Learn
Bring your kids to have fun learning through educational games, 
music, coloring, interacting with other kids and making new friends. 
This session encourages creativity, imagination and dexterity and 
increases children’s physical, cognitive and emotional development. 
For ages 3-5 and their caregivers. 
Fridays • 10:30 a.m. – noon • Villa Parke Branch Library

EARLY LITERACY STORYTIMES
Branch storytimes may be held indoors and outdoors. 

Infant Toddler Storytime
Storytime is a fun way to introduce your little ones to language and 
learning! Join us for an indoor, 20-minute storytime with books, 
songs, rhymes and fun! For ages 0-2 and their caregivers.
Tuesdays • 10 a.m. • Jefferson Branch Library
Tuesdays • 10:15 a.m. • Hastings Branch Library
Tuesdays • 10:30 a.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library
Wednesdays • 10:30 a.m. • Allendale Branch Library

Preschool Storytime  
Join us for 30 minutes of fun with books and more in this weekly 
storytime!  Enjoy stories, songs and fingerplays. For ages 3-5 and 
their caregivers.
Tuesdays • 10:30 a.m. • Hill Avenue Branch Library (beginning in April)
Tuesdays • 10:30 a.m. • Villa Parke Branch Library
Wednesdays • 10:30 a.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library
Wednesdays • 11 a.m. • San Rafael Branch Library
Thursdays • 10:30 a.m. • Lamanda Park Branch Library
Thursdays • 10:30 a.m. • Linda Vista Branch Library

Spanish Storytime/Leéme Un Cuento
Join us for Spanish-language storytime. Lo invitamos a disfrutar de 
una hora de cuentos en familia donde usted puede echar a volar 
su imaginación con historias en español, música, manualidades y 
mucho más. For ages 0-12 and their caregivers.
Wednesdays/miércoles • 4 p.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

STEAM Storytime
Join your child in an exploration of the 
wonders of the world through stories, 
songs, fingerplays, dancing and crafts. 
For ages 0-5 and their caregivers.
Thursdays • 10:30 a.m. 
La Pintoresca Branch Library

Signs ‘n Storytime (American Sign Language)
Join us for a fun storytime featuring a few American Sign Language 
(ASL) signs to learn and a craft. For ages 0-5 and their caregivers.
Tuesdays, March 14 & 28 • 10:30 a.m. • San Rafael Branch Library

Spring-a-Ding-Ding Storytime
Spring is here! Help us celebrate the season with a special spring 
storytime and craft.
Wednesday, March 22 • 10:30 a.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Love Our World: Earth Day Storytime
Join us for a special storytime and craft to celebrate Earth Day.
Wednesday, April 19 • 10:30 a.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Family
For all ages unless specified.

Spring into Yoga
Get into the spring of things with yoga! Experience Hatha yoga with  
Merry Birchfield. Together, children and their caregivers will learn  
techniques designed to help them relax and find focus. 
Saturday, March 4 • 11:30 a.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Spring Concert By the Classical Teens
Welcome Spring and the season of change with the uplifting sounds  
of classical music. Presented by the Classical Teens, students from  
the Los Angeles County High School for the Performing Arts.
Monday, March 20 • 4:45 p.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

Shrink Plastic Craft
March is Craft Month! Join us for a little nostalgia-craft. Draw your own 
designs and create your own shrink plastic keychains, pins and earrings. 
Then wear them out. 
Saturday, March 25 • 3 p.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Blackout Poetry
Make your own poetry using old magazine, book or newspaper pages 
and blacking out words, leaving behind a unique poem. Drop in to  
create your own blackout poetry. No artistic or poetic experience  
necessary! For ages 5+.
Thursday, April 13 • 2:30 – 4:30 p.m. • Santa Catalina Branch Library

Garden Critter Pot
Rabbits and squirrels and hedgehogs, oh my!  
April is national garden month! Join us to make  
pots that look like our garden friends. For ages 9+.
Saturday, April 22 • 2:30 p.m. 
Santa Catalina Branch Library

Día del Niño Celebration
Join in the fun! Celebrate Día del Niño, with stories, music, crafts,  
and games. Live performance by the INCA: A Peruvian Ensemble.  
Biblioteca La Pintoresca lo invita a celebrar el Día del Niño, con  
cuentos, música, manualidades y juegos. 
Wednesday, April 26 • 4 p.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library
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Homework Help
Need some assistance with your homework?

IN-PERSON (Except April 3-7)
Kindergarten – 5th Grade
Monday –Thursday 
4 - 6 p.m.
Hastings Branch Library

Kindergarten – 6th Grade 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
4 - 6 p.m.  
Jefferson Branch Library

Kindergarten – 8th Grade 
9th – 12th Grade,  
please call in advance 
Monday –Thursday 
3:30 - 5:30 p.m.  
La Pintoresca Branch Library

ONLINE
Kindergarten - College 
Monday – Sunday • 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
brainfuse HelpNow at https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/webkids
Live tutors available in multiple languages. This program is supported with funds provided by 
the State of California, administered by the California State Librarian.
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Library Kids
Ages 5-12 unless specified.

CREATIVE ARTS
Art with Jeanette – Shape and Form
View the art of contemporary American artists Louise Nevelson, Ellsworth Kelly and Jasper Johns.  
Create your own art using collage and drawing focusing on shape and form, as they did. For ages 7-12. 
Wednesday, March 15 • 3:30 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

Art with Jeanette – Joan Miro
Miro was a painter, sculptor and ceramicist who used abstract shapes and symbols to create magical art. He especially liked making  
stars and covered the ceiling of his bedroom with them. Make your own art inspired by the dreamlike work of Miro. For ages 7-12.
Wednesday, April 19 • 3:30 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

LITERARY ARTS
Special Book Party
Join us for a special book party presented by Mr. William with storytelling, crafts and healthy snacks. For ages 3-12.
Saturday, March 11 • 4 p.m. • Linda Vista Branch Library

Elephant and Piggie Party
Come, join us, as we celebrate friendship by listening to stories about two incredible characters and their adventures. 
Then we’ll create Elephant and Piggie puppets out of paper lunch bags, so you can take the fun home with you.  
For ages 3-12.
Saturday, April 22 • 4 p.m. • Linda Vista Branch Library

STEAM
LEGO® Challenge
Create and explore with LEGO® blocks. Join us for a weekly LEGO® challenge. For ages 7-11.
Thursdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 • 4:30 p.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

Mighty Chondria – Elephant Toothpaste
Science is amazing! Discover how, using everyday products, you can create a foaming reaction so colossal you might 
say it’s fit for an elephant. To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7672.  
For ages 7-12.
Monday, March 27 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

Mighty Chondria – Slime & Oobleck
Get ready to make a non-Newtonian mess as we use household products to make slime in this fun, educational workshop. To attend,  
sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7714. For ages 7-12.
Monday, April 24 • 4 p.m. • Zoom

All Pasadena Public Library programs and events listed in this newsletter are free and open to the public. 
Our programs and events are extremely popular. Registration may be required. Check program and event listings for details.

https://cityofpasadena.libguides.com/webkids
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7672
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7714
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Tweens
Ages 9-12 unless specified.

CREATIVE ARTS
Phoebe’s Ukulele and Songwriting Workshop
Phoebe is back to share her love of the ukulele. Learn how to play this amazing instrument and 
write your own songs. Ukulele’s can be checked out at La Pintoresca Branch Library.  To sign up, call 
(626) 744-7268.
Mondays, April 3, 10, 17 & 24 • 4:30 p.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

From Waste to Wonder: Recycled Art Masterpieces
Have fun learning how to become a recyclable art maker! Using recycled materials and craft supplies, create new works of art.  
Attendance at all workshops in the series is preferred, but not required. To attend, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?EventId=7436. For ages 10-16.
Saturdays, April 15, 22, 29 & May 6 • 2 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library

LITERARY ARTS
Kids Writing Workshop
Are you super imaginative? Do you like to create your own stories, poems, comics or novels? Join us and 
meet other creative kids like you who like to write. Have fun writing using writing prompts and activities to 
feed your imagination! 
Saturday, March 11 • 10:30 a.m. • Hastings Branch Library

Willa’s Beginning American Sign Language Workshop
Learn to communicate in the language that over a million people use to connect without speaking. To attend, sign up at  
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup or call (626) 744-7268. Presented by teen volunteers from Polytechnic High School. For ages 10-13.
Fridays, April 7, 14, 21 & 28 • 3:45-4:30 p.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

STEAM
Abacus Workshop
Join us in learning arithmetic with the Soroban abacus! This hands-on class will teach tweens to add, subtract, multiply, and divide in a 
new way and, on a larger scale, build numeracy, focus, and memory. Presented by teen volunteers from Polytechnic High School.  
To sign up, call (626) 744-7268.
Tuesdays, Feb. 14 – April 11 • 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. • La Pintoresca Branch Library

STEAM Team
Learn about science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics (STEAM) with hands-on challenges. 
In March we will make magnetic slime. In April we’ll learn about straw rockets. Supplies are provided. 
Space is limited. To attend the program, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup.
Tuesdays, March 21 & April 18 • 5:30 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

For information about the COVID-19 virus and the latest information on 
vaccine availability visit https://www.cityofpasadena.net/COVID19vaccine/.

Art

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7436
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7436
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/COVID19vaccine/
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TeenScene
Ages 13-19 unless specified.

CREATIVE ARTS
Sew & Sew Empowering Youth
In this Alterations and Sewing for Beginners class, you will 
learn how to use a sewing machine, make alterations and sew 
clothes by using a pattern. Instructor Renetta Lipscomb has been 
teaching high school students for over two decades. Her passion is empowering 
youth to express their individuality by altering and making clothes that complement 
their unique body, shape and personal style. You'll receive a list of needed materials at your first meeting. 
For ages 15-18. To attend this class, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7555.
Saturdays, March 4 & 18, April 1 & 22 • noon – 3 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library 

Sew It Begins – Baskets
Need a decorative but functional basket for your side table or to hold your craft supplies? In this Zoom class you’ll  
follow along at home with your sewing machine and learn to sew the tiny treasures basket and tray pattern.  
To attend this class, sign up at https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7673. For ages 13+. 
Thursday, March 30 • 3 - 6 p.m. • Zoom

GAMES
Video Game Club
Stop in for gaming on the Nintendo Switch. Make new friends while playing games in a healthy and competitive environment 
that fosters well-being, fair play and an exciting atmosphere. Drop by and join the Video Game Club! For ages 14-19.
Tuesdays • 4 - 6 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library
Thursdays • 4 - 6 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

LITERARY ARTS
Teen Writing Meetup
Join other teens and write! Whether you are crafting poetry or a novel, writing can be lonely as it's typically a solo endeavor, but meeting 
with others who share the passion can be a great for inspiration and encouragement. We might write together, use writing prompts, or 
share our work in a safe and supportive space. 
Saturdays, March 25 & April 22 • 4 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

MOVIES
A Night at the Movies
Join us for a movie night just for teens. Help us decide what to watch when you arrive.
Thursdays, March 23 & April 27 • 4 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library

STEAM
Teen STEAM Crafts
What cool tech does your library have? Come and find out! Join us to explore, learn and create with the different tech tools that  
Pasadena Public Library offers.
Thursdays, March 16 & April 20 • 4 p.m. • Jefferson Branch Library 

          Get Real! Virtual Reality @ PPL 
   Come on in and give Virtual Reality (VR) a try! We have Oculus Quest–virtual reality visors and  

handsets for the full VR experience. Walk on Mars, visit the International Space Station, do some 
guided meditation, or try any of our many other available VR experiences. Improve your health 

and well-being! 
Tuesdays, March 28 & April 25 • 4-5 p.m. • Hastings Branch Library

For some crafts, art, and other fun projects visit:
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/pasadenalibrary

https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7555
https://pasadena.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=7673
https://www.youtube.com/user/pasadenalibrary


APRIL
Celebrating History Month, Poetry Month, the 
Women’s Liberation Movement, and Love.

April Morning (1988) NR
This adaptation of the classic novel by 
Howard Feast takes place at the dawn of 
the American Revolution. Superstitious 
teenager Adam Cooper struggles to 
gain the approval of his intellectual and 
devout Christian father, Moses. When 

a lone rider warns the locals of approaching British 
troops, Adam surprises his father by joining the local 
militia. But Adam will have to come of age rapidly amid 
violence and death to survive the Battles of Lexington 
and Concord.

Maya Angelou And I Still Rise 
(2017) PG CC - Documentary
This film celebrates Dr. Maya Angelou by 
weaving her words with rare and intimate 
archival photographs and videos, which 
paint hidden moments of her exuberant 
life during some of America's most defining 

moments. From her upbringing in the Depression-era 
South to her work with Malcolm X to her inaugural 
speech for President Bill Clinton, the film takes us  
on an incredible journey through the life of a true 
American icon.

She's Beautiful When She's Angry 
(2015) NR CC - Documentary
A provocative, rousing and often humorous 
account of the birth of the modern 
women's liberation movement in the  
late 1960s through to its contemporary 
manifestations in the new millennium, 
direct from the women who lived it.

Ordinary Love (2020) R CC
Joan and Tom have been married for 
many years. An everyday couple with 
a remarkable love, there is an ease to 
their relationship which only comes from 
spending a lifetime together. When Joan 
is diagnosed with breast cancer, the 
course of her treatment shines a light on 

their enduring devotion, as they must find the humor 
and grace to survive a year of adversity.
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MARCH
Commemorating ArtNight, the 2023 One City, One Story Selections,  
St. Patrick’s Day and Women’s History Month.

Malala (2019) NR CC - Documentary
Despite an attempt on her life by the Taliban, Malala Yousafzai has 
continued to fight for the rights of children to become educated. 
As the youngest person to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, her 
courage and conviction continue to push her to fight for what she 
believes in. This riveting and inspiring biography tells the story of a 
young girl whose bravery and intellect continue to amaze the world.

Saint Judy (2018) PG-13 CC
Learn the true story of immigration attorney Judy Wood as she 
represents and fights for Asefa Ashwari, an Afghan woman who fled 
her home country after being persecuted by the Taliban. Despite 
setbacks and losses, their efforts culminate in arguments before the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, as they seek to 
save not only Asefa's life, but countless others across the world.

Frida Kahlo (2000) NR CC - Documentary
Frida Kahlo began to paint in 1925 while recovering from a streetcar 
accident that left her permanently disabled. Many of her 200 paintings 
directly relate to her experiences with physical pain. They also 
chronicle her turbulent relationship with artist Diego Rivera. 

Wild Mountain Thyme (2020) PG-13 CC 
Family conflicts arise when the patriarch threatens to give their 
farm over to an American nephew as opposed to his own son.

Love, Gilda (2019) NR CC - Documentary
Love, Gilda is a unique window into the world of Gilda Radner.  
Director Lisa D'Apolito unearthed a collection of diaries and  
personal audio and videotapes documenting her childhood,  
comedy career, relationships and her struggles with cancer.

Megan Leavey (2017) PG-13 CC
Enjoy this film based on the true-life story of a young Marine  
Corporal whose unique discipline and bond with her military  
combat dog saved many lives during their deployment in Iraq. 
When she is assigned to clean up the K9 unit after a disciplinary 
hearing, Leavey identifies with a particularly aggressive dog, Rex, 
and is given the chance to train him. Over the course of their  

service, Megan and Rex completed more than 100 missions until an IED explosion 
injures them, putting their fate in jeopardy. 

On your desktop or laptop 
computer in your browser 
(Chrome, Firefox, etc.)

Via some smart 
TV devices, 
such as Roku

On a smart 
phone or 
tablet

Via the hoopla 
app in App Store 
or Google Play

hoopla is available on many different devices:

Films
We invite you to join our March and April movie series anytime you wish at home, available through hoopla. To access it go to  
https://hoopladigital.com.

Create your own login complete with email and password. Then select “Pasadena Public Library.” Finally, enter your 14-digit library card number.

MOVIES • Selected by The Friends of the Pasadena Public Library

https://hoopladigital.com
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Editor: Catherine Hany  
Graphic Design: Sonia Rodriguez

twitter.com/pasadenalibraryfacebook.com/pasadenalibrary pasadenapubliclibrary.netinstagram.com/pasadenalibrary

The library often photographs or videotapes programs for use in publicity materials. By being present during these activities, you consent to use of your 
appearance or likeness by the library and its licensees, designees, or assignees, in all media, worldwide, in perpetuity. To ensure the privacy of individuals 
and children, images will not be identified using names or personal identifying information without written approval from the photographed subject, parent 
or legal guardian.

Allendale Branch Library 
1130 S. Marengo Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91106

(626) 744-7260
Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Central Library
285 E. Walnut St.

Pasadena, CA 91101
Temporarily closed.

Hastings Branch Library
3325 E. Orange Grove Blvd.

Pasadena, CA 91107
(626) 744-7262

Monday-Thursday • 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.,  
Friday & Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.,  

Sunday • 1 - 5 p.m.

Hill Avenue Branch Library
55 S. Hill Ave.

Pasadena, CA 91106
(626) 744-7264

Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Jefferson Branch Library 
Children and Teen Services

1500 E. Villa St.
Pasadena, CA 91106

Children's Room (626) 744-8046 
Teen Room (626) 818-4765

Tuesday & Thursday • 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.,  
Saturday • 2 – 6 p.m. 

La Pintoresca Branch Library
1355 N. Raymond Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91103

(626) 744-7268
Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Lamanda Park Branch Library
140 S. Altadena Dr.
Pasadena, CA 91107

(626) 744-7266
Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

PASADENA PUBLIC LIBRARY LOCATIONS & HOURS

Linda Vista Branch Library
1281 Bryant St.

Pasadena, CA 91103
(626) 744-7278

Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

San Rafael Branch Library
1240 Nithsdale Rd.

Pasadena, CA 91105
(626) 744-7270

Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Santa Catalina Branch Library
999 E. Washington Blvd. 

Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 744-7272

Monday-Saturday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Villa Parke Branch Library
363 E. Villa St.

Pasadena, CA 91101
(626) 744-6510

Monday-Friday • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Reporting Fraud, Waste or Abuse
For reporting suspected cases of fraud by the City or its employees, officials, contractors or vendors call the HOTLINE at (626) 744-7448 or 
visit https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-manager/internal-audit/fraud-hotline/.

Photo Credit: Meetra Alokozay, Dr. Gloria Arjona, Tim DeRoche, Tim Gregory, Daniel Gonzalez, Jennifer Hall Lee, Catherine Hany,  
Nadia Hashimi, Hastings Branch Library Staff, Michelle Huneven, Jefferson Branch Library Staff, Sonali Kolhatkar, Santa Catalina Branch 
Library Staff and Sonia Rodriguez. 

For accessibility information and requests, contact the library site hosting the program. Providing at least 72 hours advance notice will help 
ensure availability. 

Many thanks to The Friends of the Pasadena 
Public Library for their continued support of 
Pasadena Public Library’s programs. To learn 
more about The Friends and how you can 
become a member, visit
http://www.friendsppl.org/.

Would you like to receive our monthly library 
newsletter by email? It’s easy: just go to  
www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/. 
Enter your name and email address to subscribe, 
and then follow the instructions in the confirmation 
email. You may unsubscribe at any time.

Sign up for Off the Shelf online

We have numerous options to inform, educate, entertain and connect you to the greater world beyond your home all accessible on our 
website, www.PasadenaPublicLibrary.net. Check it out!

CORRECTION TO THE JANUARY/FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER
By the Numbers cover article
”Library patrons checked out 157,533 library books, DVDs and CDs.”
It should be “Library patrons checked out 652,242 library books, DVDs, CDs and more.”

http://twitter.com/pasadenalibrary
https://www.facebook.com/pasadenalibrary
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/
https://www.instagram.com/pasadenalibrary/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-manager/internal-audit/fraud-hotline/
http://www.friendsppl.org/
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/newsletter/
http://www.PasadenaPublicLibrary.net

