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“LDV: STEM” was the first place winner of the 

STEAM 2018 Teen Art Contest 

A message from the  Teen Librarian: 
It’s the year of STEAM! This year, we partnered with a pletho-
ra of community organizations and delved into our own crea-
tivity to give our community various experiences in STEAM. 
We opened an Innovation Lab which has 3D printers, a laser 
cutter, and sewing machines; we launched our STEAM Kits—
a take home kit complete with equipment, instructions, and 
supplies for people to check out; we opened a Game Room 
with virtual reality experiences and video game equipment; 
and we hosted over 100 free STEAM programs through our 
10 libraries. This issue covers a variety of our efforts in teen 
STEAM. Check it out! 
 
~Jane Gov 
jgov@cityofpasadena.net 
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What is the Robotics 
Competition? 
The robotics competition 
was an event for the sum-
mer STEAM Fair in which 
teams built robots and 
gained points by picking up 
glyphs (foam blocks), parti-
cles (whiffle balls), and 
relics (plastic figurines) and 
moving them to their team's 
"safe-zone". The team with 
the most points after five 
rounds won the competition. 
 
What decisions had to be made before 
starting to plan it? 
The biggest decision that we had to make 
before doing any planning was how many 
teams we wanted to participate in the com-
petition. 
 
What was decided in the first meeting? 
For our first meeting, we invited the repre-
sentatives of several local robotics 
teams. With these representatives, we came 
up with the competition's objectives, rules, 
and points system. During this meeting, we 
also developed the physical aspects of the 
competition, such as how the "field" (the area 
where the robots are driven) would be set up 
and where the glyphs, particles, and relics 
would be placed. 
   
What was decided in the second meet-
ing? 
In the second meeting, a week before the 
competition, we determined the schedule for 
the event itself. We decided that we wanted 
to start with a "fashion show", in which the 
teams and their robots would be introduced, 

in order to give audience members time to 
make their way to the area. The "fashion 
show" also gave us a chance to pique the 
interest of the children in the audience. The 
teams also designed and created raffle bas-
kets for themselves so that audience mem-
bers could vote for the team that they wanted 
to win. 
  
How did everyone contribute to the com-
petition? 
The teams prepared for the competition by 
building robots to accomplish the tasks of the 
competition. We also planned out how the 
event was going to be run, such as the loca-
tion of the competition and the setup of the 
area. 
   
What was the most successful aspect of 
the competition? 
The best part about the competition was the 
fact that so many children seemed really 
intrigued in the robots. Because our main 
goal was to inspire youth to develop an inter-
est in robotics and STEAM, it was very re-
warding to see all of them so amazed by 
what we were doing. 

ROBOTICS COMPETITION 
by Sophie Lin, age 16 
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 If you were to do it again, what would 
you do differently? 
If I were to do this competition again, I'd 
make sure that the details for the competi-
tion itself. For example, we added raffles 
after every round so that audience members 
could participate by putting their tickets into 
the basket of the team they thought they 
would win. However, we didn't think through 
how we would hand out these tickets, so we 
ended up spending a lot of time trying to 
hand them out to everyone in the audience. 
  

How did everyone feel after the event? 
I think that everyone was pretty happy after 
the event. It was really fun working with all 
of the teams, and many of the kids that were 
watching the event seemed to be having a 
lot of fun. 

Sophie is a Teen Advisory Board member at Pasadena Public Library and 
the President of the Flintridge Prep School Robotics Team. 
 
The participating teams were :  
Dominion Robotics Club (in black, right) 
Wolf Corp Robotics Club (in blue, top left and middle) 
Lockdown Robotics Club (in blue. bottom left) 
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by William Krestow, age 16 
 
     Finding the Innovation Lab is easy. Get-
ting in and using it is a bit more complicated. 
Located just inside the Great Hall of the Pas-
adena Central Library, one needs just read 
the sign outside the front to know where to 
go. However, the rules for operation are 
more strict than a simple walk-in policy. First-
ly, you must be thirteen or older to use the 
machines; apologies to the geniuses who 
haven’t reached that age yet. 
  Secondly,  the orientation is a mandate. 
While you won’t necessarily learn to use all 
the equipment in the hour-long introduction, 
you will learn how not to burn the library to 
the ground. Likewise, those that pay atten-
tion will leave the trove of machinery undam-
aged and uncorrupted. 
 To get you started, the library offers an 
amount of material to experiment. After that, 
they have recommendations of where you 
can get your own. Of all of the machines, the 
Carvey is the most user friendly. Its design 
software is web-based and features an ex-
cellent User Interface (UI). Because the Car-
vey uses a spinning drill bit to cut through 
wood or metal, it is easy to understand, one 
of the reasons its UI is so friendly. Additional-
ly, it has the lowest inherent danger and is 
probably the easiest to use, though cleaning 
it up afterward can be a pain.  
     Next would be the sewing and embroidery 
machines, devices most people have used 
before. While there is a chance of getting 
pricked with a needle, the embroidery ma-
chine isn’t hard to learn. Most common 
among library makerspaces—3-D printers 
are the most prevalent of our machines. 
There are millions of designs floating about 
on the internet that can be adapted for our 
model of printer. However, they do take the 
longest of any machine due to their nature; 

they also give the most creative freedom, 
allowing their user to print in three dimen-
sions.  
     Finally, there is the coolest of them all, a 
machine that cuts with heat. The laser cutter 
is probably the most impressive of all the 
machines in the Innovation Lab. Capable of 
engraving pixelated or vectored images onto 
almost any surface - including glass or stone 
- the laser cutter requires constant vigilance 
and a two-part cooling system to prevent 
overheats. Even with this, flames have been 
known to occur, so caution is advised.  
     Overall, the Innovation Lab is an amazing 
place. I highly encourage anyone who is 
interested, or just bored to take the time to 
check it out. The amount of creative freedom 
is truly astounding, and it is free to use for 
anyone who walks in. The potential of the lab 
is stupendous and it is likely to become in-
credibly popular - so sign up now and get all 
your printing in while you can.  
 
 

The Carvey in action. 
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E-Textiles 
The field of design is always changing. Every 

year, new technologies rise to the top, and 

fall away in obscurity. In the past few years, 

there has been a surge in electronic textile 

manufacture, also known as e-textiles. It’s a 

broad field, since it encompasses any kind of 

circuitry or electric field that is somehow 

integrated with natural or synthetic fabrics. 

One of the most popular examples would be 

the light up t-shirt. Since it uses electronics to 

power the lights and control them, it squarely 

falls under the e-textile category. 

    Another well-known exemplar would be 

stuffed animals that make a noise using a 

speaker. These have microchips and batter-

ies inside, and respond to input like a button 

or shaking. These stuffed animals bring us to 

the special workshop conducted by the li-

brary. We called in a specialist in the field of 

E-textiles who taught us how to make stuffed 

animals that could record and playback voice 

recordings. At the onset we had nothing 

more than a sock 

(or two), foam, stuffing, and this speaker-

microphone combo that allowed us to record 

and playback our voices. Over the course of 

two days, we sewed, cut, stitched and stuffed 

a myriad of different animals out of the afore-

mentioned socks. Each was unique, and 

reflected the personality of the maker. I really 

enjoyed the event because it taught me a lot 

about different kinds of stitches and tech-

niques for making plush dolls. It also was an 

engrossing introduction to the world of tex-

tiles in electronic design, which I really ap-

preciated. Also, I got to take home my (super

-weird-looking) stuffed animal. I guess I really 

should learn how to sew better. 

Jonathan 
Haile, age 16 

Photos by 

Jane Gov 
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2018 STEAM Art Contest Winners 

This year’s teen art contest, challenged artists to explore the theme of STEAM.  Thank you 
to the art contest judges: library staff members Catherine Hany and Erik Hernandez, and 

Teen Advisory Board members: Denisse Anderson, Genevieve Harvey, and Carolyn Sam. 

The original artwork was on display in Teen Central at Central Library through the month of 
August 2018. The first place and runner-up artworks will be featured on a cover of a Teen 

Zine. 

1st Place 

Jenny Zhong 

Age 17, MK High School 

“LDV: Stem” 
Watercolor, Ink, and Pencil 

9 x 12 inches 

This is by far the highest voted 
on most creative and memorable. 
It incorporates the best use of the 
STEAM concept, with a myriad of well-chosen distinct images and symbols. The watercol-
ors draw the eye in to the inked images—but doesn’t overpower the piece. It’s also interest-
ing how modern technology is juxtaposed with images that represent early sciences. It’s 

elegant, yet wonderfully chaotic. Whimsical, nostalgic, and inspiring. 

      Runner-up 

      Analisette Valdez 
      Age 16, Pasadena High School 

      “Fear Inside and Out” 
      Pencil; 22 x 28 inches 

This is stunning. It’s dramatic, engaging, and 
draws viewers in. It has great balance and con-
trast—a unique interpretation of the STEAM 
theme. Sketched entirely in pencil, this exhibits the 
superb skill of the artist. It’s absolutely breathtak-

ing. 
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Elisa Kim 

Age 15, Marshall Fundamental School 

“Team STEAM” 

Colored pencil, ink 

 

 

Lily Yllescas 

Age 15, Sky Mountain School 

“Red-Whiskered Bulbul with a Curious Eye” 

Colored pencil, markers, gel pen 

 

 

Camille Echeverri 
Age 14, CS Arts San 

Gabriel School 

“Damaged By Time” 

Oil paint 

Honorable Mentions 
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Taleen Berberian, a Pasadena Public Li-
brary Teen Advisory Board member, pro-
posed and completed a Girls Scout Gold 
Award Project during the summer of 2018 at 
three library branches. The following is a 
summary of the project. 
 
What is the Girl Scout Gold Award? 
The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest 
award in Girl Scouts. Open only to girls in 
high school, the Girl Scout Gold Award is 
the most prestigious award in the world for 
girls—and the most difficult to earn—and it’s 
only available to Girl Scouts. As a Gold 
Award Girl Scout, you’re challenged to 
change the world—or at least your corner of 
it. Gold Award Girl Scouts are making the 
world a better place. These young women 
are inspiring leaders whose Gold Award 
projects are impacting the worlds of STEM, 
education, agriculture, medicine, and more 
on a local, national, or global level. By the 
time you put the final touches on your seven
-step project, you’ll have solved a communi-
ty problem—not only in the short term, but 
for years into the future—and you’ll be eligi-
ble for college scholarships. –
from girlscouts.org 
 
Describe the issue your project will ad-
dress and who is your target audience.  
The issue my project will address is the 
gender gap between males and females in 
technology fields. It will increase the aware-
ness for girls to code. By the end of each 
summer coding camp, the girls will build 
their confidence in addressing technological 
studies and will take a step further in learn-
ing how to code. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Discuss your reasons for selecting this 
project. 
When I found out that I was the only girl in 
my Digital Game Design class, I decided to 
change the gap in my community. I spoke to 
many girls in my school and community and 
addressed the issue. They were interested 
but just did not feel confident in taking part 
in the curriculum. It motivated me to make a 
change and provide a camp just for girls 
with the goal  to build up their confidence 
and create a lasting effect in their futures. 
 
Outline the strengths, talents, and skills 
that you plan to put into action. What 
skills do you hope to develop? 
I have many skills such as organization and 
time management skills but there are skills 
in particular which I would like to build on. 
For example, I don’t have much experience 
with team management. During this project, 
I will build a team, plan an event, and give 
instructions. I will also increase my public 
speaking skills due to the number  of people 
I will have to speak to. 
 
Describe the steps involved in putting 
your plan into action, including re-
sources, facilities, equipment, and ap-
provals needed.  
The budget for this project will be very low. 
The amount of advertising needed to com-
plete this project is more. My project adviser 
and I will start the project of by emailing 
schools in our community, attending other 
coding workshops, and planning an outline 
of what we will do. The resources will all be 
provided in the facility which the camp will 
take place, the Pasadena Public Library. 
The equipment, which includes laptops, 
must be brought by the girl. All approvals 
are already granted. 

GIRLS CODING CAMP 
by Taleen Berberian, age 15 
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Enter the names of people or organiza-
tions you plan to inform and involve. 
All the people who will be helping out in my 
Gold Award Project are from my Girl Scout 
troop and the Teen Advisory Board of the 
library. The organization which I will partner 
with is the Pasadena Public Library. 
 
List out the overall projects expenses 
and how you plan to meet these costs. 
The budget and expenses are very low. The 
equipment is provided by the library, but the 
laptops must be brought by the girls them-
selves. My family will donate snacks and 
water to this event. 
 
Describe how you plan to tell others 
about your project, the project’s impact, 
and what you have learned (Web site, 
blog, presentations, posters, videos, 
articles, and so on). 
I plan to tell other about my project by pre-
senting a slideshow to the Teen Advisory 
Board and Youth Network Committee at the 
Pasadena Public Library. I will give them a 
better understanding of what the Girl Scout 
Gold Award is and what their volunteerism 
benefitted. 
 
Why have you chosen this person to be 
your Gold Award Project Advisor? 
I have been volunteering at the library for a 
great deal of time and Jane Gov, Teen Li-
brarian at Central Library, has 
been mentoring me the whole time. I am 
quite familiar with Jane and her abilities, 
which is why I came to her with my Gold 
Award Project. When I told her about my 
idea, she responded with encouragement 
and passion about the project. Though I 
have worked with Jane multiple times, this is 
a very special project to work on. I am hap-
py to be sharing my Gold Award experience 
with Jane Gov. 
 
How will this person help you to have a 
successful project? 

Jane Gov is very busy but she always 
makes time for things. She has many talents 
such as organization and time management 
skills. I have worked with her for months 
now and she has showed me how to be a 
leader and contribute to the community. 
Jane Gov leads many organizations at the 
Pasadena Public Library such as the Teen 
Advisory Board. She organizes activities for 
the library every month and has the ability to 
advertise it. Jane and I are capable of plan-
ning an outstanding coding workshop for 
girls all over the community! 
 
How do you want to make a difference? 
As an advocate for justice? A promoter 
of environmental awareness? As a train-
er, mentor, or coach? As an artist, actor, 
or musician? As a developer of petitions 
or campaigns? As an entrepreneur? 
I would love to mentor girls into discovering 
skills they did not know they had/ The idea 
of helping a girl do what she is told she 
cannot, encourages me to motivate them to 
do otherwise. As of now, I would like to take 
small steps in taking action in my communi-
ty. Currently, I volunteer at a library where I 
can show children that the opportunities out 
there are endless. I want to make a differ-
ence by helping more children discover new 
skills everyday which can effect them in the 
future. 
 
Now put it all together. Based on your 
thoughts above, explain the issue you’ve 
chosen as the foundation of your Girl 
Scout Gold Award project—and remem-
ber, 15 seconds. GO! 
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My potential team will be a group of volun-
teers I will gather from the Pasadena Public 
Library teen advisory board. I am going to 
target girls ages 10-14 years old in my com-
munity. Emails will be sent out to families in 
Pasadena subscribed to the Pasadena Pub-
lic Library newsletter email and the registra-
tion for the camp will be on the Pasadena 
Public Library website. I will  also be sup-
ported by my family and my Girl Scout 
troop. 
 
Describe the issue your project will ad-
dress and your target audience.  
The issue my project will address is the 
gender gap between males and females in 
technology fields. It will increase the  
 
awareness for girls to code. By the end of 
each summer coding camp, the girls will 
build their confidence in addressing techno-
logical studies and will take a step further in 
learning how to code. 
 
Briefly describe the steps involved in 
putting your plan into action, including 
any resources, facilities, equipment, and 
approvals needed. 
The budget for this project will be very low. 
The amount of advertising needed to com-
plete this project is more. My project adviser 
and I will start the project of by emailing 
schools in our community, attending other 
coding workshops, and planning an outline 
of what we will do. The resources will all be 
provided in the facility which the camp will 
take place, the Pasadena Public Library. 
The equipment, which includes laptops, 
must be brought by the girl. All the approv-

als are already granted. 
 
What methods or tools will you 
use to evaluate the impact of 
your project? 
Each girl will receive a handout at 
the start and end of the camp with 
questions of what they learned. 
The information provided in the 

camp will be very useful in their lives there 
on after. By the end of the project, they will 
have learned the basics of one high level 
programming language and will bring that 
knowledge further in their life using the 
courses available. 
 
Summarize your project in 200 words or 
less. What did you do and why? 
Due to the lack of women pursuing interest 
in technological fields, I decided to teach 
young girls in my community how to code 
the basics of python. Since I volunteer at the 
Central Library in Pasadena, I decided to 
start there. First, I spoke Jane Gov, the 
Youth Services Librarian at the Central Li-
brary about facilitating a week long camp for 
girls ages 10-14 years old. Then, I took the 
time to write a complex outline of what I 
would teach the girls everyday of the week. 
When my outline was finished, I practiced at 
the Central Library and started teaching! 
The first week was at the Hastings Branch 
Library, the second week was at the La 
Pintoresca Branch Library, and the third 
week was at the Central Library. About 8-10 
girls showed up to each camp. As a result, 
they each learned the basics of python. At 
the end of the camp, they received a de-
tailed resource booklet with links to online 
coding websites provided by the Pasadena 
Public Library. 
 
Further describe the issue your project 
addressed, the impact you had, and who 
benefitted. 
According to multiple websites such as 
“Observer,” I have come to the conclusion 
that there is an issue regarding women’s 
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participation in STEM related topics. I con-
nected with the Pasadena Public Library, 
gathered a team, facilitated week-long cod-
ing camps for young girls in my community. 
The goal was to get the girls interested in 
computer science at a young age so that 
way through time, the gender gap in techno-
logical fields would diminish. Each girl also 
received a resource booklet at the end of 
the camp with links to coding websites pro-
vided by the Pasadena Public Library to 
further on their interest in coding! The girls 
that attended my coding camps benefitted 
from my Gold Award Project. 
 
What is the root cause of the issue your 
project addressed? 
There is no specific “root cause” to the issue 
although there are some theories I have 
come across. For example, I think the fact 
that the STEM-related clubs at my school do 
not have one female leads to the lack of 
interest in those clubs which are now known 
as “clubs for boys.” As a matter of fact, there 
are many statistics showing that STEM-
related clubs in high schools are male-
dominated. As a result, the technological 

fields in college are male-dominated. I 
hoped to build the girls confidence and their 
interest in STEM-related subjects, such as 
coding. 
 
How will your project be sustained be-
yond your involvement? 
My project has many factors that will lead to 
its sustainability. I have created a video 
which will be posted on the Pasadena Pub-
lic Library website along with a report ex-
plaining why I facilitated the camps. Apart 
from the video, I believe advocating and 
spreading awareness of this cause has led 
to a future where there will be a smaller gap 
between men and women in STEM-related 
topics. 
 
 
 
 
 

To view the survey results from 
the workshops, visit: 
https://tinyurl.com/pplgirlscode  
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by Teen Advisory Board 
 
What is Makey Makey? 
     Haile: “[Makey Makey] is a modular key-
board interface. You can use it simulate the 
effects of any keyboard or mouse input with 
all sorts of strange objects.” 
     Chris: “Makey Makey is an invention kit 
that allows anyone from the ages 8+ to in-
vent things.” 
     Jonathan G.: “The Makey Makey event 
was put on by the teens from TAB. Many 
kids were able to experiment with the Makey 
Makey kit, which allowed them to create a 
keyboard to play games and control their 
computers. 
 
Who put together the Makey Makey 
event? 
     The Makey Makey event was put together 
by TAB members Chris G., Denisse A., and 
Jonathan G. 
 
What occured at the event? 
     Chris: “We started with an introduction of 
what Makey Makey was. We explained how 
it works and then we showed them an exam-
ple. After the introduction, we let them ex-
plore and play around with Makey Makey. 

During that time, the others and I walked 
around trying to help those who needed it.” 
     Haile: “The event went pretty well, there 
were actually fewer computers than ex-
pected, so everyone had to pair up.” 
     Jonathan G.: “At the Makey Makey event, 
kids were introduced to the Makey Makey, 
were taught how the Makey Makey works, 
and were given a demonstration of one of the 
many creative ways it could be used.” 

 
Did you learn anything interesting/new? If 
so, what? 
     Haile’s Brother: “I had a lot of fun using 
the Makey Makey and would definitely go 
back.” 
     Jonathan G.: “I learned that one hour was 
just enough time for kids to understand how 
the Makey Makey works and what it is capa-
ble of doing.  I found it interesting that there 
was not as much trouble with the Makey 
Makeys than I had imagined.” 
     Denisse: “I learned that once we showed 
the kids the basics of how to work the Makey 
Makey board, they soon began thinking of 
creative ways of using it that I wouldn’t have 
thought of. I think the event was helpful be-
cause I saw some kids come in without hav-
ing a clue [about] what a Makey Makey 
board is, and by the end of the event, they 
had their own system going on.” 
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Comments: 
     Jonathan G.: “I believe that if the kids had 
just one more hour to work with the Makey 
Makeys, they could've been able to tweak 
them (program them on the computer) so 
that they would be even more creative with 
them.  I think [that] future Makey Makey 
events would be very successful because as 
the event finished, I had many people ask 
me where to get them and if there will be 
more of the Makey Makey workshops.  An 
idea for a future workshop is to focus on how 
to use the Makey Makey program to change 
the controls. Overall I really enjoyed the 
workshop :)” 
     Chris: Compared to the last time that I 
facilitated this event, I felt extremely confi-
dent this time around. The first time that I 
facilitated it I did so with Nathan Oppa, a 
former TAB member, who was a senior at 
the time. I relied on him for most of the plan-
ning, not feeling confident with my sugges-
tions, as to what we should do during the 
event. But this time I felt as if I stepped up 
my game and spoke up more. The difference 
was in the age group. The first time around 
the event was labeled for teens and this time 
around it was for children. There wasn’t 
much help needed from the teens, whereas  
the children all needed assistance. The ap-
proach was similar to the previous one but 
there were a couple factors that were includ-
ed by Denisse Andersen and Jonathan Gar-

cia. 

Photos by Jane Gov 
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PCDA’s Teen Buddies/Teen Club 
young creatives for their 6th annual 
art show. Teen creatives share their 
original handmade sensory art forms, 
photography, personal stories and a 
short live performance.  

An Art Show 

Minds 
In Motion 

Photos By Jane Gov 
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Pasadena Loves YA 2017,  

teen book festival at Pasadena Central Library 

Photos by Alfonso Huerta & Jonathan Haile 
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We’re pleased to announce the Young Readers 

League 2017 Writing Contest winners! This 

year,  we challenged you to tell us a ghost  

story in 300 words or less.  

I 
t was a dark and gloomy night and the 

wind howled like hunting wolves. Out of 

nowhere, a bolt of lightning hit one of 

the graves at the cemetery. The explosion 

was so big that it destroyed a few tombs. 

After the smoke cleared, a ghost appeared. 

This ghost appeared to be cloudy white with 

eyes and mouth that looked like an endless 

hole that could consume anyone in its path. 

Unfortunately, this was a ghost that could 

bring back other ghosts. This meant that he 

would have an army of ghosts. Day by day, 

the ghosts would haunt homes in the nearby 

town. These ghosts were on a mission to 

take over the town and make it their own. 

     In the town, when the first person saw the 

ghost, he screamed, “GHOST!! GHOST!” 

People fled their homes and went running as 

far as they could, except for one person. This 

person was an old grandma who was hard of 

hearing, and could hardly see anything in 

front of her. When a ghost arrived at her 

home to scare her off, she didn’t even notice 

it. She was too busy vacuuming her living 

room of cat hairs. To get her attention, the 

ghost had to shove her. The startled grand-

ma ended up turning the vacuum on the 

ghost, where it got sucked up with all the cat 

hairs. 

     Word got out how this grandma defeated 

the ghost with her vacuum. The town’s peo-

ple returned to their homes to grab their vac-

uums. One by one, the ghost were sucked 

up until they were gone. 

     The town‘s people rewarded this grandma 

with a new vacuum, and called her “The 

Ghost Slayer.” She was just happy with a 

new vacuum, and one that didn’t smell like a 

cat.   

I 
 must have been eleven when I saw a 
ghost. We had just moved into a new 
house. I ran up the stairs to the bed-

rooms. I chose the one closest to the stairs, it 
was bigger. My sister didn’t want to have the 
bedroom next to the stairs. She thought it 

The Ghost Story 
By Christopher Souza 

Age 12 (Grade 6) 

Blair Middle School  

First Place 

Horror Houses 
By Raela Jayasekara 

Age 12 (Grade 7) 

Blair Middle School 

Second Place 
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It 
 was a dark and stormy night, just like 
how most ghost stories start,” Kate be-
gan. “We’re seriously doing this? Ghost 

stories are super childish!” Poppy exclaimed. 

Kate and Abby laughed. “You’re just scared, 
Poppy!” Abby added jokingly. The three of them 
had been best friends since third grade, when 
Abby lost her tooth in Kate’s apple. Poppy sat 
watching and became jealous that she hadn’t 
lost any molars yet and got Kate to pull it out 
with a string. Now, they were in eighth grade, 
and still as close as sardines, or whatever peo-

ple say. 

     “Anyways, there were three girls at a sleepo-
ver. One of them was too scared to do anything 
fun, so they had the worst time ever,” Kate said, 
elbowing Poppy. She was not impressed. “Ghost 
stories just aren‘t scary!” Abby looked around 
awkwardly as the two glared at each other. 
“Selfie time!” she yelled out of the blue. She 
pulled out her phone and took a picture of the 
three. The picture was cute. Nothing out of the 
ordinary, except something that Poppy caught in 
the corner. A person. A little girl with blond pig-
tails, and a blank facial expression. It gave Pop-
py chills. “Guys, look in the corner.”  Kate 

gasped. 

     “There’s someone there,” said Abby. “No 
duh, “Kate replied. Poppy turned around. No one 
was there. A cold mist filled the air, where the 
girls were sitting. Eventually, they all fell asleep. 
The next morning, Abby checked her phone, like 
she did every morning. There was a picture of all 

three girls sleeping. There 
was another video of the girl 
they saw earlier, saying, 
“Catch me if you can!” Abby 

dropped her phone and screamed. She 
ran out of the room. Kate and Poppy 
swore they heard laughing. Abby never 

had a sleepover again. 

The Selfie 
By Penelope Burian 

Age 13 (Grade 7) 

Blair Middle School 

Third Place 

was creepy. 

     I was going to bed one night. I was ex-
hausted. In my bathroom I was brushing my 
teeth. Everyone was downstairs. The room 
was cold. I felt like I was being watched. I 
looked down to the vent in the wall. In the bars, 

I saw a person. A little boy, just watching. 

     I remember running downstairs. My parents 
convinced me it was nothing, that this house 
was too new for ghosts. So I went to my bed 
and went to sleep. That night I heard the stairs 
creaking like someone was walking up them I 
went to investigate. Nobody. All there was, 

was the smell of old perfume. 

     I followed the scent to the basement. I went 
down the steps. The door closed behind me, I 
heard the lock click. I then heard the scream. A 
child’s. Then I saw the little boy. He said to 
help him. His name was Thomas and he need-
ed help. A ghostly figure appeared behind him. 
A woman. Thomas screamed. I pounded on 
the door and was relieved to hear my mother’s 

murmurs and footsteps. 

     That morning we were watching television. 
“Horror Houses” was on. lt was talking about a 
house where an old woman lived. She lured 
children into her house and killed them. A little 
boy was one of her victims. A picture of her 

room went on the screen, it was my bedroom. 
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     The Pasadena Central Library’s summer 
party is a themed fandom party complete 
with themed decorations, activities, and party 
favors. The Teen Advisory Board (TAB) typi-
cally decides the party’s theme; this year, we 
selected the Avengers. Everyone on TAB 
contributed ideas for easy Avengers-themed 
party decorations and fun activities. TAB 
members also decided upon four main 
Avengers characters to use as colors for 
decorations: Hulk (green), Black Widow 
(black), Captain America (blue), Thor (silver), 
and Iron Man (gray). The party was on July 
29th and lasted two hours, and was held in 
the Studio on the 4th floor. TAB members 
who were volunteering for the party showed 
up an hour beforehand in the studio to help 
set up decorations, tables, and food. The day 
before, we made a “comic book wall’ that we 
used as the backdrop for a photo booth. For 
the other decorations, we hung up lanterns, 
filled goodie bags, and arranged tables 
around the room with colored tablecloths to 
set up stations. The stations included cookie 
decorating, mask-making, a photo booth, and 
a refreshment stand. About halfway through 
the event, we paused the activities for a few 
minutes to announce that kids could partici-
pate in a scavenger hunt, in which ‘Infinity 
Stones’ were hidden all around the library. 
Those who wanted to participate were given 
slips of paper showing which ‘stones’ to look 
for. While the scavenger hunt was occurring, 
the activities at the stations kept running. 
Those who found the stones won bragging 
rights, and then, half an hour before ending, 
we started a trivia game. Kids who wanted to 
play the trivia game gathered on one side of 
the room as TAB member Sophie read off 
trivia questions from her phone. Finally, the 
party ended around 4:00pm .  

     Teen Advisory Board members who facili-
tated the event met twice beforehand (aside 
from the monthly TAB meetings) to discuss 
and plan how the event would run. We also 
had a group chat where we texted each other 
ideas and supplies we might need. TAB 
Members McKenna and Sophie initiated 
most of the conversations, and compiled a 
list of necessary supplies and prices on a 
Google doc to estimate how much the event 
would cost in total. A week before the event, 
TAB members made the ‘infinity stones’ and 
decided where to hide them. One mistake we 
made (which we realized afterward) is how 
much we overshot on the amount of cookie-
decorating ingredients needed—even though 
Ms. Jane cut down our list, we still had a ton 
of supplies left over. We lacked organization 
as well, as the trivia and scavenger hunt 
could’ve been more thoroughly planned out. 
Other general observations we learned from 

were: 

 Most kids were slightly younger than we 

expected (mostly 5-10) 

 There were more people than we ex-

pected (about 60 attendees) 

 More of the kids interested in trivia were 

older (12+) 

    Altogether, we (volunteers) agree that the 
event was successful, and that Sophie and 
McKenna did a wonderful job leading the 
party-planning team. As mentioned before, 
the turnout was larger than we expected, 

which was great, and kids were enjoying  

themselves at the event with all the activities 
we offered. The two things TAB could cer-
tainly improve upon is organizing the big 
activities, like the scavenger hunt and trivia. 
Meeting twice before the event was neces-
sary in order to have everything in order, but 

 

By Liliana Edmonds, age 17 
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hopefully, in the future, everyone will be able 
to make it to both meetings so that TAB is on 
the same page. Leading the summer party 
was a learning experience and really taught 
everyone the importance of communication 
and time management: we all had to decide 
what events were happening when, if we 
wanted to put kids into groups, if we wanted 
to keep stations running during the scaven-
ger hunt and trivia events, and so on. Now 
that the Teen Advisory Board has led this 

event, we know what areas to improve in the 
future so that the party can be more success-

ful next year, and in years to come.  

–Liliana E., age 17 

Photos by  Jane Gov 
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h, hello there. Would you care to hear a tale? 
It’s a tale of mystery and intrigue, of magic... 

and murder. Far away, across the sea, there is a school 
named Hogwarts, and that is where our story begins. It 
was a dark night, with a chill in the air, and I was practicing quid-
ditch out on the field alone. That’s very important, the alone part. 
Anyway, I was practicing, but I could feel my game was off. I 
couldn’t concentrate because thoughts of Evangeline kept on 
running me through, looking at me with those angry eyes. I 
packed up my broom, knowing I wouldn’t be getting any more 
practice in tonight, and headed back to my dorm. On my way, I 
noticed something. The lights in Professor Ostrander’s office 
were on, and through the window I could see him; it looked like 
he was talking to someone, but I couldn’t tell who. Noting this in 
the back of my head. I kept walking back to my room. I really 
wasn’t in the mood to deal with that creep. Besides Ostrander, I’d 
seen no one, and no one had seen me at all. That, more than 
anything else, made me a suspect. 

Yes, a suspect in the murder. A muggle boy–-or no-
maj, as I know you’re fond of calling them here–-was murdered in 
the dead of night while most of the students at Hogwarts slept. 
Everyone was on edge, so the Headmaster decided to call in 
some… specialists. When you think of specialists, you probably 
think of wizards in black robes with heavy anti-magic gear, storm-
ing into your house and breaking all of your stuff to inform you 
that there’s an illegal dragon in your backyard, even if you totally 
paid the allowance fee. No? That’s just me? Wow. Anyways, 
those weren’t the specialists Dumblejane hired. Take those spe-
cialists, make them a little nicer, dress them in brighter colors, 
and turn them into midgets and you’ve got it. Yes. We hired chil-
dren as our detectives. Don’t laugh. Dumblejane always says that 
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children are a radiant intelligence compared to the feeble minds of 
adults. Also, shouldn’t we be judged by our peers? 

So, the detectives came in. There were quite a few of them, 
and they filled every house table and then some. Hospitality came first, 
and so there was a feast, then we got down to business. The detectives 
split into two groups. One to analyze the weapons and the other to inter-
rogate the suspects. We were placed around the castle so the detec-
tives could each have space to interview us, and I told my story to many 
different faces. Smiling ones, suspicious ones, indifferent ones. I guess 
they were looking for tells, holes in our stories that they could use to trip 
us up. Luckily for me, my story was rock-solid. Unfortunately, as I men-
tioned earlier, there were no witnesses. After they interviewed us, and 
we all returned upstairs to hear the verdict, that was probably the most 
scared I’d ever been in my whole life. I couldn’t go to jail yet! I was the 
best and sexiest quidditch player who ever lived! So when Dumblejane 
revealed–-she knew all along!–-that the murderer was Fleur Poe, need-
less to say I was extremely relieved. My reputation was on the line there 
for a moment! 
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Finally, a few things. I’d 
like to thank all those midget detec-
tives who came from somewhere to 
help us out. If you’re interested in a 
career as a detective, we’ll have 
another one of these events every 
year. And thank you, Fleur, because 
without you I might not have gotten 
off scot-free. 
 
 Yours Truly,  

Picture Cred: 
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“A Muggle Murder Mystery” 
Pasadena Central Library, October 2017 
For more information about our annual 
murder mysteries, visit the Teens Blog 
http://pasadena-library.net/teens 
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That Thing We 

Call A Heart 
by Sheba Karim 
 
Shabnam, a Paki-
stani-American girl, 
isn’t speaking to her 
best friend and is 
trapped by a lie 
about what happened 

to her family in the Partition. Everything 
changes when she meets Jamie. However, 
this isn’t a love story, as over the course of 
the book Sheba Karim explores what it 
means to be Muslim and a woman, what 
really happened during the Partition, and the 
importance of family and friendship. 
    I absolutely adored this book. Shabnam’s 
narration is hilarious, and provides a wel-
coming contrast to the image of Muslims. 
Even her best friend Farah isn’t how we 
would define a “traditional Muslim” as she 
wears a nontraditional hijab and smokes 
weed. A large part of why I loved this book is 
that it shows that there is no right way to be 
Muslim, particularly for women. I loved Shab-
nam’s family, even through all their faults. 
Shabnam comes to better understand her 
father and by the end, Shabnam appreciates 
her mother. Out of all her relationships, I 
hated her relationship with Jamie the most. 
He is only interested in her exoticness, and 
never sees her for who she is. I think that 
Karim did this intentionally to show that the 
real focus of this book is on Shabnam re-
building relationships with her family/ friend.  
    Overall, I’d absolutely recommend this 
book, especially if you’re looking for books 
that better capture what it means to be a 
Muslim. 4.5/5 stars.                                   
Review by Sylvie Bower, Age 16 

 
 
 
 
 
                                       

The Art of Feeing       
by Laura Tims 
    The book’s protagonist 
is a young girl named 
Samantha Herring who 
survived a car accident 
that left her with a devas-
tating leg injury, killed her 
mother, and left her spi-

raling into depression. The Tragic Heroine 
trope utilized throughout the book, though 
unoriginal, was very well handled. Sam is a 
witty and scrappy protagonist, and she han-
dles her dismal circumstances with grit. She 
makes a few stupid decisions throughout the 
book, which serve as very obvious plot de-
vices; but, aside from a few inconsistencies, 
Tims’s competence as a writer really shines 
in Sam’s character development. Sam was 
truly a breath of fresh air after some of the 
other YA romance/drama novels I have re-
viewed this year.    
     The deuteragonist is a boy named Eliot, 
whom the book describes as “a reckless 
loner with a carefree attitude.” His inability to 
feel pain is certainly a crutch for his charac-
ter, as he didn’t have nearly the personality 
nor development that Sam had. All in all 
though, he was a fairly engaging character, 
and he also felt strikingly authentic, which is 
not a character trait that one often encoun-
ters in the YA romance world. My only real 
issue with this book in terms of characters 
was it’s antagonist who I can say felt horribly 
exaggerated and cartoon-like.                                                              
     It often felt as though Tims was trying to 
cram too much into the story. The book fo-
cuses too heavily on the mystery surround-
ing Sam’s mother’s death. At certain points, I 
was under the impression that Tims forgot 
what The Art of Feeling was about and tried 
to turn it into some kind of bizarre crime/
mystery novel. The result is messy and sig-
nificantly detracts from the character dynam-
ics.                                                            
Review by Kira Toal, Age 16 
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The Closest 
I’ve Come 

By Fred Aceves  

 

Marcos Rivas is like any other high school 
student. He simply wants to be loved.  From 
his basketball games with other guys from 
the hood, to his abusive stepfather, Marcos’s 
life is not giving him that. All he gets are 
closed doors and superficial contact. But 
then, he meets Zach, a nerdy student, and 
Amy, a punk girl, at a class designed to give 
them the tools needed to succeed in school. 
All of a sudden, his life is turned upside 
down. Together, the three of them learn what 
it means to love, and what it means to be 
loved. And Marcos learns what it means to 
have a family. 
    Fred Aceves captures how the average 
teenage boy feels. Marcos feels trapped. He 
cannot talk about his emotions with anyone, 
because that is considered weak. Marcos 
also feels unloved, another common trait 
amongst pubescent teens. By simply read-
ing The Closest I’ve Come, anyone can iden-
tify with him. His struggles feel familiar to 
anyone in the real world, and his life is au-
thentic. Marcos is someone that one can 
connect to. This book was an enjoyable 
experience, and I would highly recommend 
this to anyone looking for a YA novel not just 

about romantic love. 4/5 stars. 

Review By Jacob Chon, Age  15 

 

The First Time 
She Drowned 

By Kerry Kletter 

 

Sometimes a novel grips you and takes you 
into the pages until the end. This was the 
case with The First Time She Drowned, by 
Kerry Kletter. Cassie, a young girl heading 
off to college after living in a mental institu-
tion for two and a half years, struggles to 
remember why she was there. A majority of 
the story is told in flashbacks, where Cassie 
tries to remember her childhood and the 
events leading up to her institutionalization. 
Cassie also learns how to socialize and in-
teract with other people after leaving the 
hospital. Cassie finally comes to terms with 
her relationship with her mother, and discov-
ers what it means to be her own unique per-
son. 
    I initially read the summary in the back of 
the book and thought it somewhat interest-
ing, but figured it wouldn’t keep my attention. 
I read through the entire book in an after-
noon and felt legitimately invested in it the 
entire time. The book was very detailed and 
gave me a sense of mystery as I read 
through it, always wanting to know how Cas-
sie ended up in each situation as each bad 
memory resurfaced. The transitions between 
real life and memories did feel a bit janky at 
times, but overall this book did a good job 

handling the story. 4/5 stars.  

Review By John Chon, Age 15                                                        
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Court of Mist 

and Fury  

By Sarah J. Maas 

Though Feyre now has 
the powers of the High 
Fae, her heart remains 
human, but as she 
navigates the feared 
Night Court’s dark 
web of politics, pas-
sion, and pow-

er, a greater evil looms–and she is the key to 
stopping it. This book is the sequel to A 
Court of Thorns and Roses. It follows 
Feyre’s adjustment to her new immortality 

and delves deeper into the Fae world.  

     I enjoy Sarah J. Maas’s writing for the 
most part. It’s full of suspense, the plot is 
very interesting, and the characters are love-
able. However, I often found myself mixing 
up this series with her other series, the 
Throne of Glass series. I kept getting déjà 

vu.       

    I loved all of the characters. They seemed 
real and they had a depth to them that made 
it clear that they weren’t just part of the back-
ground. I also liked Feyre herself. A lot of the 
time, protagonists can be aggravating be-
cause they make decisions that are unrealis-
tic and just not smart, but Feyre is someone 

whose decisions you can fully support.  

     There are a few confrontations and plot 
twists, but we all know that we’re in for a 
long journey. This is not to say that it’s bor-
ing, but that you have to have patience. The 
big confrontation of this book doesn’t come 
until the end, and even then, you know that 
the finale isn’t going to be coming until at 

least 3 more books have passed.  

     Overall, I recommend A Court of Mist and 
Fury to anyone who’s read A Court of Thorns 
and Roses and even remotely liked it. For 
those who haven’t read the series, I recom-

mend it to everyone.  I give it a 5/5. 

Review by Kara Eng, Age 18 

Future 

Shock 

By Elizabeth Briggs 

Not to be confused 
with the famous 
1970 novel of the 
same name, Future 
Shock is a story 
about Elena Mar-
tinez, a foster child 

just a few months away from turning eight-
een, being kicked out of the system, and 
forced to make her own way on the streets of 
Los Angeles as an adult. She doesn’t have 
any money to go to college, let alone a job. 
Out of the blue, a woman shows up at her 
foster home and offers her thousands if she’ll 
partake in a few hours of unnamed work the 
next day at Aether Corporation, a high-tech 
company that wouldn’t seem to need help 

from a teenage girl in any of their work.  

     Although it sounds sketchy, Elena agrees 
because she needs the money. She shows 
up the next day and winds up being sent into 
the future to take 24 hours worth of notes 
working alongside four other teens who are 
likewise looking for the holy grail of 
paychecks. Despite Aether’s warnings, they 
each end up looking into the fates of their 
future selves, which sends them spiraling 
into a race against the clock that may just 
make or break the future they’re trying to 

prepare by working this job.   

    Overall, this book has well-rounded char-
acters, each with their own separate quirks 
and personalities, the perfect touch of ro-
mance and betrayal, the wonderful premise 
of time travel and its repercussions, and a 
plot with no loose ends. From personal expe-
rience, this is the kind of book that will leave 
you reading it straight through in one ses-
sion. Your other priorities will be pushed 
aside. This is the perfect read for those who 
need an escape from homework, chores, 

and real life in general. 5/5 stars. 

Review by Hadley Willman, Age 16 
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Chasing King’s Kill-
er: The Hunt for 

Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s Assassin  

by James L. Swanson 
 

    In this dynamic, en-
grossing narrative,  

Swanson recounts the life, times, and death 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., and leads the 
reader through the furious pursuit of the man 
who killed him. Contrasting the backgrounds 
and characters of King and his assassin, 
James Earl Ray, Swanson brings to life the 
renowned manhunt, while presenting a dual 
biography, following King and Ray as their 
lives race toward their famous collision.  
    The book  details King’s childhood, de-
scribing vividly the racism and injustice that 
were prevalent, especially in the South. It 
recounts King’s early experiences with rac-
ism, and his first encounter with the theory of 
“nonviolent resistance” when he read Tho-
reau’s Civil Disobedience in college. The 
book includes not only quotes from King’s 
great speeches , but it also describes lesser 
known elements of his life, such as the 
hounding King underwent at the hands of J. 
Edgar Hoover’s FBI and a failed attempt on 
his life by a deranged woman in New York 
City.  
    Chasing King’s Killer is as much Ray’s 
story as King’s, and I was riveted by the 
glimpses into his life. Swanson describes 
Ray’s clever escape from prison in 1967 and 
his itinerant, secretive existence as a fugitive 
between his escape and the murder of King.  
    The photographs, letters, and details of 
the investigation included in the book are 
woven together with the two biographies to 
create a true crime narrative that is hard to 
put down. The many names and appearanc-
es he assumed during that time aided him in 
eluding capture after King’s murder.   

    I highly recommend this book. 4/5 stars.   

 Review by Nina Dinan, Age 14 

Vincent and Theo: The 
Van Gogh Brothers  

by Deborah Heiligman 

 

    This book is a portrait in 
words, filled with vivid de-
scriptions of scenes and 

locations that are devastating and breathtak-
ingly beautiful which fits this sweeping dual 
biography of two brothers who lived for art. 
Following the lives of the painter Vincent Van 
Gogh and his brother Theo, an art dealer, 
Heiligman tells a story of devotion, tribula-
tion, and turbulent genius. 
     After attending school, the two brothers 
worked for art dealers, though Vincent at-
tended divinity school for a time. The ques-
tion “God or Art?” would haunt him for much 
of his life. As Theo rose in the art dealing 
profession and Vincent gradually branched 
off into painting, the brothers maintained a 
constant, moving correspondence, which 
keeps the reader invested in their struggles. 
This story is undoubtedly grim, with Vincent 
on the verge of starvation for much of the 
first half and both brothers struggling in their 
own lives. As Vincent grows more and more 
skilled as a painter, the story becomes slight-
ly more hopeful, but misunderstood talent, 
poverty, and frustration propel both brothers 
toward a devastating end. 
    While this is a story rife with misery and 
loss, it is also riveting and inspirational. The 
brothers’ natures are brilliantly contrasted 
throughout: Vincent constantly struggles 
against his volatile, fiery spirit, while Theo 
suffers through episodes of deep depression 
as he doggedly works to support himself and 
his brother. Vincent depends on Theo for 
artistic advice and money, while Theo com-
mits to developing his brother’s gift. As 
Heiligman says, “The world would not have 
Vincent without Theo.”  
    I highly recommend this book – 4 stars. 

Review by Nina Dinan, Age 14 
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What They 
Don’t 
Know  

by Nicole 
Maggi 

    Coming from an extremely traditional 

family, Mellie has a secret that she cannot 
share: she was raped in her basement and is 
now pregnant. She struggles to make the 
right choice and is stuck in a dilemma: to 
keep the baby, give it up for adoption, or go 
down the path of getting an abortion. Going 
to the same school as Mellie, Lise is a Pro-
Choice supporter living in a Pro-Life town, 
holding on to her own secret. An unexpected 
friendship sparks between the two girls. With 
the revelation of their secrets, Lise uses all 
her will to support Mellie and leads her to the 
right choice. Nicole Maggi tells this story in 
the journal entry format from the perspective 
of these two girls, inspiring the fight towards 
gaining more reproductive rights. 
    This tale is utterly transparent on the is-
sues concerning women’s rights and repro-
ductive rights, relatable on a day-to-day 
basis, and absolutely invigorating. Maggi 
intelligently captures the struggles of high 
school and the judgments and expectations 
of society, bringing Mellie’s situation to life. I 
found several sections of Lise’s entries in the 
beginning cliché, but as the book pro-
gressed, What They Don’t Know truly capti-
vated my attention, now ranking in my top 
15. For some readers, it might be difficult 
getting through the book because it is surely 
an emotional process; but, in the end, it will 

be worth it. I’d give it a 4 out of 5 stars. 

Review By Aminda Zhao 13 

 

 

The Arsonist  

by Stephanie Oakes 
    The Arsonist is the 
story of Ava, a world-
famous martyr of the Cold 
War, whose life is memori-

alized in her diary. Molly, the daughter of an 
arsonist about to be executed, who is con-
vinced her mother is alive and sending her 
clues about the mystery of her disappear-
ance, and Pepper who has failed high 
school, and must write twelve essays, but 
he’s still not sure what an essay really is. 
These three individuals’ lives are impossibly 
entangled, but Molly, and Pepper are deter-
mined to solve this heaping mystery.  
    I went into this novel completely blind, 
only knowing the fact that the cover was 
extremely gorgeous. I did not expect to have 
as much fun as I did, or even that I could not 
stop reading for the life of me. The charac-
ters are just so ordinary, but also people that 
I wish that I could have as my friends. I really 
enjoyed the relationship between Molly and 
Pepper, as A) for once it didn’t have to be 
romantic, and B) it really goes to show that 
you can connect with anyone, no matter 
what divides you. Oakes weaves a highly 
intricate mystery across the globe, and 
across so many people’s lives, and she does 
this magnificently. I was worried as I was 
reading this that she had set the bar too 
high, and that the book wouldn’t manage to 
tie everything together, but boy was I wrong. 
I love that this book touches on how one 
interaction can be meaningless to one per-
son, but mean so much to another, and that 
people you hardly know can change your 
whole experience of life. While the book was 
slightly unreal, the root of it is something that 
I want everyone to apply to their own lives.  
    I would recommend this novel to anyone 
looking for something that you won’t find 

anywhere else. 4.5/5 stars. 

Review By Sylvie Bower, 16                           
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Dear Martin 

by Nic Stone 
     Justyce McAllister 

is a normal, African 

American high-school 

student who lives in the 

lower income part of 

town. Although his finan-

cial standing is disadvantageous, he has a 

scholarship to a prestigious private school. 

Justyce is a rising star in the debate team 

and has his circle of friends, including his 

debate partner Sarah-Jane, and fellow Afri-

can American student Manny. Although he 

sees minor acts of racism every day, Justyce 

is confident that he can hurdle through these 

barriers. One day, his perception of the world 

is turned upside down when he and his friend 

Manny are shot by an angry driver who did 

not want to listen to their music. Although 

Justyce survives, Manny does not make it. 

Suddenly, Justyce is thrust into the center of 

attention. Although his physical injuries heal, 

he is left with emotional scars. Justyce must 

navigate his way through a world that he 

thought he fully understood, amidst mass 

protests, weakened racial relations, and typi-

cal high-school drama. 

    This was an incredibly difficult book to 

read and review. One would be quick to dis-

miss this book as just a bad book covering 

an important topic, but I felt that I could 

glimpse into the life of a disadvantaged Afri-

can American teenager, if only for a fleeting 

moment. I saw some of the microaggres-

sions that people of color have to face today 

on a daily basis. The author skillfully makes 

the reader feel like a part of the story rather 

than an observer. Dear Martin is a book 

that makes you feel uncomfortable but also 

incited to read it. It is a powerful story that 

will certainly have an impact on readers. 4/5 

stars.  

Review By Jacob Chon, Age  15 

 

Black Swan 
Green 

by David Mitchell 
 

    Black Swan Green is 

the spiritual descendant 

of coming-of-age books 

like Catcher in the 

Rye and Great Expectations, but because 

of its modernity and realism, it is far more 

interesting and relatable than its ancestors. 

Although it is not a page-turner or has a par-

ticularly interesting plot, I had a thoroughly 

lovely time reading it.  

    You would think that a 17-year-old Califor-

nian girl would have nothing in common with 

a 13-year-old boy in small-town Cold War 

England. You are definitely right. My lack of 

perspective made the story all the more inter-

esting. In Black Swan Green you are privy 

to all the details of a year in Jason Taylor’s 

life (the aforementioned 13 year old), and for 

me, it was a really fascinating and intimate 

glimpse of a foreign world. But, there is also 

something about the painful awkwardness of 

growing up that is universal, and made me 

both root for Taylor and cringe in sympathy.  

    The best part of Black Swan Green is 

Jason Taylor. He is a refreshingly complex 

main character who feels human. Jason’s 

monologues are absolute gems to read; he is 
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the humorous, self-deprecating (but not an-

noyingly so), intelligent, and likable (but 

above simple descriptors as good or bad). In 

effect, this novel is the unflinchingly, touch-

ingly, charmingly truthful account of Taylor’s 

life—his innermost thoughts and most inti-

mate of experiences laid bare.  

    Mitchell is an amazing writer, well known 

for literary legends like Cloud At-

las and number9dream. But Black Swan 

Green is his most honest and unguarded 

work yet. 4.5/5 stars.  

Review By Kristina Yin, Age  18 

 

Freya 

by Matthew Lau-
rence 

    Freya is a goddess 

who, in Norse mythology, 

is the representation of 

love, beauty, and war. In 

this world, deities of all 

types exist, camouflaged into human society. 

They are powered and strengthened by be-

lief, and brought down with disbelief and hate 

towards them, until they fade out of existence 

in extreme circumstances. Freya is a rela-

tively weak goddess, a sliver of who she 

once was when believed by thousands 

across the globe; now, she has little to no 

believers, needing a job and more believers 

to rise to her full power and potential.  

    The plot starts off at a mental hospital. 

Freya is stationed there, pretending to have 

a mental health condition as it’s a safe place 

which provides her with food and shelter. 

However, her haven is interrupted when a 

man, Garen, appears out of nowhere with a 

stun gun for mortals and a proposal. It fol-

lows as such: Join this mysterious organiza-

tion and gain all the believers she can wish 

for, or go against it, decline his offer, and get 

disbelieved out of oblivion. She chooses 

none. Instead, she decides to flee with a 

mortal named Nathan, who becomes her 

close friend and companion. 

    All in all, this book was phenomenal. Lau-

rence did a fantastic job of writing from a 

goddess’s point of view, capturing how little 

and irrelevant humans’ lives and years are to 

them compared to the eons of time they have 

lived, while making it interesting and intri-

guing to read. The humor and pure wittiness 

in several exchanges between characters 

was well-written and fun, while not being 

overdone.  

    I also adore Nathan and Freya’s friend-

ship, which isn’t romantic. Freya’s blunt per-

sonality, oversight, and overconfidence 

paired up with Nathan’s wry wit, outgoing 

personality, collectiveness, and attention to 

detail make for a great friendship. They are 

three-dimensional, well-developed charac-

ters who do not fully fit into any personality 

type or cliché, which is hard to do especially 

with already thought-out ideals like deities. 

The plot, while simple, has plenty of twists, 

turns, and moral grey areas, a quality I ad-

mire in plots. It wasn’t hard to understand nor 

complicated, but was thrilling and exciting in 

the correct areas and somber in others.  

    In conclusion, this book was great, and I’d 

recommend it to anyone who has a sliver of 

interest in fantasy, mythology, or fiction in 

general. 4.5/5 stars.  

Review By Alicia Zhang, Age  13 
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