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Cover art by Camille Echeverri, age 14 

This untitled piece was the first place winner of the Young Readers League 

2018 Teen Art Contest 

A message from the  
Teen Librarian: 

Thank you for picking up the 8th issue of Pasadena Public 

Library Teen Zine. This is our youth advocacy issue. Be sure 

to read up on all the wonderful ways teens contribute to our 

communityðnot just as volunteers, but as representatives 

for their peers. Our teens have spoken to city officials, at 

City Council and School Board meetings, advocated for 

access to healthy food, transportation, life readiness, mental 

health education, and drug abuse prevention; the teens 

developed a Youth Master Plan (a strategic plan) that identi-

fies priority areas for city, school, and community improve-

ment. Theyôve given voice to their needs and important is-

sues affecting all youth in our community.  

Jane Gov 

Youth Services Librarian 

Pasadena Public Library 

jgov@cityofpasadena.net 



1 

 

Teen Programs Infographic Jonathan Haile 2 

Teen Volunteers William Krestow 3 

levelUP Youth Leadership Conference Jane Gov 7 

State of the Youth William Krestow 8 

Advocacy Writing Contest Madison Comick 

Julia Fong 

Ava Slocum 

10 

A Stranger Things Murder Mystery Teen Advisory Board 17 

Young Readers League Art Contest Jane Gov 22 

Young Readers League Writing Contest Olivia Barrios  

Anni Guo 

Isaac Rishwain 

24 

Minds in Motion Professional Child 

Development  

Association (PCDA) 

27 

Pasadena Loves YA Alaina Joby 28 

YA Book Club William Krestow 31 

Book Reviews Jacob Chon 

John Chon 

Nina Dinan  

Kira Toal 

Ashley Zhang 

Aminda Zou 

33 

Table of Contents 

To view past issues of Pasadena Public Library Teen Zine, visit: 

cityofpasadena.net/library/teens/teen- zine/ 

https://www.cityofpasadena.net/library/teens/teen-zine/


in 2018! 

2 

ŎƛǘȅƻŦǇŀǎŀŘŜƴŀΦƴŜǘκƭƛōǊŀǊȅκǘŜŜƴǎκǘŜŜƴ-ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎκ 



Most teen events at the library, while 

supervised by library staff, are facilitated 

by teen volunteers. Events like the annu-

al murder mystery, or services like the 

Teen Zine are primarily brought to life by 

teen volunteers at the library. Attending 

schools across Pasadena and belonging 

to no single grade or group, those who 

volunteer at the library help the city en-

gage with the community. We asked our 

volunteers about their experienced at the 

library and the ways they participate 

here.  

   

Why did you start volunteering at the 

Pasadena Public Library?  

I started volunteering at the library be-

cause I needed a place to complete my 

community service hours for school, and 

the library seemed like a great place to 

do so. After I completed my service 

hours for school, I continued to volunteer 

at the library because I genuinely enjoy 

helping set up for events or leading 

workshops. I also like volunteering at the 

library because it allows me to engage 

more with my community because I'm 

able to discuss youth issues with Pasa-

dena City workers.  

-Jonathan Garcia 

What are your volunteers roles for the 

Pasadena Public Library? 

I used to be a volunteer in events or spe-

cial projects before I joined the Teen 

Advisory Board (TAB). After joining, I 

input my opinions and effort to places 

where I can. 

-Carolyn Sam 

  

Teen Advisory Board member, Teen 

Zine Organizer, Graphic Designer & 

Contributor  

-Jonathan Haile 

 

Marketing Committee Vice Chair, Teen 

Writers Meetup Facilitator  

-Genevieve Harvey 

 

I am on the STEAM committee for the 

Teen Advisory Board (TAB) and I am the 

Youth Network Liaison  

-Jonathan Garcia 

  

Teen Advisory Board member, Team 

Leader for the Murder Mystery, repre-

sented TAB at the levelUP Youth Lead-

ership Conference 

-Liliana Edmonds 
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What do you typically do at the  

library?  

I help out with small events and try to 

help with the book sale clean ups when I 

can because they are on Saturdays and I 

usually have time on Saturdays. Most of 

the time, it's special projects or children's 

events, so they're small and don't require 

too much effort.   

-Carolyn Sam 

 

I attend Youth Network meetings; I at-

tend TAB meetings; I check out books 

that help me with school; I check out 

books to read; I study and do homework 

with friends; and I participate in work-

shops.  

-Jonathan Garcia 

 

I attend/participate in TAB meetings and 

events (such as the Murder Mystery) and 

Teen Writers Meetups. 

-Genevieve Harvey  

 

How do you feel about working along-

side the library staff?  

Respected. They are willing to give their 

time to help us because they appreciate 

how we help them. It is a mutual work-

place relationship.  

 

Great! They are very helpful and will take 

their time to help you with anything you 

need (for the most part).  

-Genevieve Harvey 

 

Of all the places to volunteer, why at 

the library?  

The library keeps me calm in all honesty. 

Being around so many book cases and 

walking through corridors with so much 

information written within every page 

keeps me at peace. The library is an 

outlet for me to escape to whenever life 

on the outside is really getting me down. 

My parents would drive me to the library 

after school throughout elementary 

school to do my homework until the li-

brary closed, so I guess I've grown fond 

of being there.  

-Genevieve Harvey 

 

The library's environment is welcoming 

and comfortable. I like to give back to 

Volunteers judging an Art Contest 
Photo by Jane Gov 
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places that give back to 

me, and the library is 

definitely one of those 

places.  

-Jonathan Garcia 

 

How would you de-

scribe your experi-

ence volunteering?  

I do more work outside 

the library than I do 

inside the library. This 

is usually through the 

marketing committee or 

work for TAB. I add my 

input whenever present 

at TAB meetings and I 

try to stay consistent with being present 

at the library at least twice a month.  

-Genevieve Harvey 

 

A learning experience where I have been 

able to take part in many activities that I 

wouldn't have known of if I wasn't a vol-

unteer.  

-Jonathan Garcia 

 

What have you learned volunteering 

here?  

I have made quite a few connections 

with people that I need to know for my 

future career. I've also developed my 

leadership skills and my graphic design 

skills by continued application.  

-Jonathan Haile 

 

 

Helping to make library programs and 

services happen involves a lot of volun-

teering. One has to be willing to adjust 

their schedule because they made a 

commitment to facilitate a library event 

months ago. One has to be willing to 

listen to what topics are discussed at 

each TAB meeting and actively partici-

pate if they want their ideas to be heard 

and/or implemented into the library pro-

gram. One has to be willing to do work 

outside of the library and stay consistent 

with what they are doing because it ulti-

mately affects the entire library program 

as a whole.  

-Genevieve Harvey 

A book display created by a teen volunteer. 
Photo by Jane Gov 
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I have learned how to organize big 

events and how to use library resources 

(and teach others to learn library re-

sources).  

-Liliana Edmonds 

 

Has volunteering at the library given 

you any skills or perspectives appli-

cable outside of the library?  

As I mentioned before, my time here has 

given me a lot of opportunities to develop 

both my leadership skills and my graphic 

design skills. I'm also quite good at tutor-

ing, it seems, from my brief stint as a 

homework helper.  

-Jonathan Haile 

 

I have learned marketing skills and chal-

lenges of working at the library. Now I 

am more aware on how to effectively 

publicize events. Volunteering at the 

library has also helped me become more 

organized over the years. I am an avid 

user of planners and constantly take it 

out whenever I am planning something in 

the near or far future.  

-Genevieve Harvey 

 

Yes, it has improved my confidence in 

interacting with others and taking re-

sponsibilities into my own hands.  

-Liliana Edmonds 

 

 

 

What happens in a typical volunteer 

shift for you?  

I work with other people or by myself and 

I help at events. Sometimes if I have to 

work with someone doing a special pro-

ject or something I strike up small con-

versation. During a public event I usually 

have to talk to parents, but most of the 

time it's a mix of work and small talk.  

-Carolyn Sam 

 

I engage with my community whether it's 

through helping set up for a community 

event for children, attending monthly 

Youth Network meetings, or planning 

activities/events for teens through TAB.  

-Jonathan Garcia 

Teen volunteers selected and painted book covers on floor 
chairs. The chairs are used at library programs. 

Photo by Jane Gov 
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
levelUP is an annual summer youth conference presented by the Youth Leadership Network, a 
coalition of youth serving agencies and advocates in the Pasadena area including nonprofits, 
city departments, school district, and organizations with strong youth supportðincluding Pasa-
dena Public Library and Teen Advisory Board. 
 
The event draws in about 150 people each day-
-with approximately half of the attendees be-
tween the ages of 12-18. Components of the 
conference include guest speakers, workshops, 
small-group experiences, a College Fair, and 
Resource Fair. Goals of the program include: 

¶ To educate students about the amazing 
diversity of leadership opportunities in our 
region and the skills they need to pursue 
those opportunities; and 

¶ To provide them with connections to or-
ganizations with volunteer and community 
service activities that they might pursue to 
gain valuable experience 

 
In 2017 and 2018, the conference took place at 
Pasadena Central Library. To learn about the 
upcoming conference, visit  

ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜǇŀǎŀŘŜƴŀΦƻǊƎκƭŜǾŜƭǳǇ  
 
Photos used with permission by  
Collaborate PASadena 

7 

Top: Teen Advisory Board member Liliana  

representing the library. Below: Resource fair 

Pasadena Media teaching teens about filmmaking Credit Unionôs Bite of Reality finance program 

https://www.collaboratepasadena.org/levelup


A review and opinion 
by Liam Krestow, age 16 

 
On February 6, 2019 in the John Muir High 
School Library, youth activists gathered for 
a meeting on annual accomplishments. 
With a single exception, it was a typical 
yearly progress meeting. There were few 
adults directly participating in the discus-
sion; the purpose of the gathering is for 
adults to hear youth feedback. The 2019 
State of the Youth was attended in majority 
by teens, with most participating as part of 
an organization (such as Teen Advisory 
Board, Day One, Youth Council, Youth Am-
bassadors,  and Youth MOVE). Split among 
six priority areas, the attendees discussed 
major issues facing youth in Pasadena, 
such as Life Readiness and Transportation. 
However, this eventðwhile about youth, 
was not merely for youth; there was also 
attendance of police officers, program coor-
dinators, and public officials such as the 
mayor.  
     Throughout the two-hour program, the 
discussion remained thoughtful, nuanced, 
and organized. While clear leaders of the 
gathering emerged, not one was an adult, 
and for the most part fueled the discussion 
admirably. Even those infrequently contrib-
uting had a veritable wealth of personal 
stories, anecdotes, and statistics at hand. 
Knowledge of the Pasadenaôs municipal 
functions was prevalent everywhere, from 
the discussion of school health policies to 

the debate over the 
Metro tap card sys-
tem, attendees had a working awareness of 
Pasadenaôs practices. Yet there were also 
the inherent flaws present in all youth activ-
ism. The at-risk youth section of the home-
less population was left unmentioned, harm-
ful curriculums such as D.A.R.E. untouched 
on, and overall, PUSD schools were the 
overwhelming center of discussion.  

     That being said, the Life Readiness 
group presented excellent opinions on grad-
uation, college, and life skills. The Drugs, 
Alcohol, and Tobacco group successfully 
dodged the base, hardline anti-drug rhetoric 
in favor of a more nuanced conversation. 
United Youth Support group successfully 
engaged the younger members into a com-
plex discussion of social and mental health. 

Muir High students open-
ing State of the Youth 
2019. Photo by Jane Gov 

Students and youth advocates 
gathering at State of the Youth 
2019. Photo by Jane Gov 
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