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BOOKS FOR ADULTS 

 

 

The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness 
Michelle Alexander ©2011 
Despite the triumphant dismantling of the Jim Crow Laws, the system 
that once forced African Americans into a segregated second-class 
citizenship still haunts America, the US criminal justice system still 
unfairly targets black men and an entire segment of the population is 
deprived of their basic rights. Outside of prisons, a web of laws and 
regulations discriminates against these wrongly convicted ex-offenders 
in voting, housing, employment and education. Alexander here offers an 
urgent call for justice. 
364.973 ALE 

  

 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
Maya Angelou © 1969 
[T]his memoir traces Maya Angelou's childhood in a small, rural community 
during the 1930s. Filled with images and recollections that point to the dignity 
and courage of black men and women, Angelou paints a sometimes 
disquieting, but always affecting picture of the people-and the times-that 
touched her life. 
92 ANGELOU,M 
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The Fire Next Time 
James Baldwin ©1963 
The Fire Next Time contains two essays by James Baldwin. Both essays address 
racial tensions in America, the role of religion as both an oppressive force and 
an instrument for inspiring rage, and the necessity of embracing change and 
evolving past our limited ways of thinking about race. 
305.896 BAL 

  

 

I Am Not Your Negro [Documentary DVD] 
Written by James Baldwin ©2017 
Using James Baldwin's unfinished final manuscript, Remember This House, this 
documentary follows the lives and successive assassinations of three of the 
author's friends, Medgar Evers, Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr., delving 
into the legacy of these iconic figures and narrating historic events using 
Baldwin's original words and a flood of rich archival material. An up-to-the-
minute examination of race in America, this film is a journey into black history 
that connects the past of the Civil Rights movement to the present of 
#BlackLivesMatter. 
DVD 323.1196 IAM 

  

 

Blindspot: Hidden Biases of Good People 
Mahzarin R. Banaji and Anthony G. Greenwald ©2013 
In this accessible and groundbreaking look at the science of prejudice, Banaji 
and Greenwald show that prejudice and unconscious biases toward others are 
a fundamental part of the human psyche. 
155.92 BAN 
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How Does It Feel to Be a Problem?: Being Young and Arab in America 
Moustafa Bayoumi ©2008 
The story of how young Arab and Muslim Americans are forging lives for 
themselves in a country that often mistakes them for the enemy. 
305.892 BAY 

  

 

Racism Without Racists: Color-Blind Racism and the Persistence of Racial 
Inequality in America  
Eduardo Bonilla-Silva ©2018 
Eduardo Bonilla-Silva's acclaimed Racism without Racists documents how, 
beneath our contemporary conversation about race, there lies a full-blown 
arsenal of arguments, phrases, and stories that whites use to account for--and 
ultimately justify--racial inequalities. The fifth edition of this provocative book 
makes clear that color blind racism is as insidious now as ever. It features new 
material on our current racial climate, including the Black Lives Matter 
movement; a significantly revised chapter that examines the Obama 
presidency, the 2016 election, and Trump's presidency; and a new chapter 
addressing what readers can do to confront racism--both personally and on a 
larger structural level. 
305.8 BON 2018 

  

 

The Central Park Five [Documentary DVD] 
written and directed by Sarah Burns & David McMahon & Ken Burns ©2013 
Chronicles America's complicated perceptions of race and crime through the 
story of the Central Park 5, a group of minority teenagers wrongfully convicted 
of brutally raping a white woman in New York. 
DVD 364.1532 CEN 
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Chokehold: Policing Black Men  
Paul Butler ©2017 
With the eloquence of Ta-Nehisi Coates and the persuasive research of 
Michelle Alexander, a former federal prosecutor explains how the system really 
works, and how to disrupt it Cops, politicians, and ordinary people are afraid of 
black men. The result is the Chokehold: laws and practices that treat every 
African American man like a thug. In this explosive new book, an African 
American former federal prosecutor shows that the system is working exactly 
the way it’s supposed to. Black men are always under watch, and police 
violence is widespread - all with the support of judges and politicians. In his no-
holds-barred style, Butler, whose scholarship has been featured on 60 Minutes, 
uses new data to demonstrate that white men commit the majority of violent 
crime in the United States. 
363.23 BUT 

  

 

Between the World and Me  
Ta-Nehisi Coates ©2015 
In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American 
history and ideals to the most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-
Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for understanding our nation's 
history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea of "race," 
a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black 
women and men--bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, 
today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What is it 
like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it? And how can we all 
honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden? 
 
Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates's attempt to answer these 
questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates shares with his son--and 
readers--the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the world 
through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War 
battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home 
to the living rooms of mothers whose children's lives were taken as American 
plunder. Beautifully woven from personal narrative, reimagined history, and 
fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World and Me  clearly 
illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent 
vision for a way forward. 
305.8 COA 
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Just Mercy [Feature film DVD based on Bryan Stevenson’s book] 
written by Destin Daniel Cretton  & Andrew Lanham © 
A powerful and thought-provoking true story follows young lawyer Bryan 
Stevenson and his history-making battle for justice. After graduating from 
Harvard, Bryan had his pick of lucrative jobs. Instead, he heads to Alabama to 
defend those wrongly condemned or who were not afforded proper 
representation, with the support of local advocate Eva Ansley. One of his first 
and most incendiary cases is that of Walter McMillian.  
DVD JUS 

  

 

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption 
Bryan Stevenson ©2014 
Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice 
Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those most desperate and in 
need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped in 
the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was 
that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a 
notorious murder he insisted he didn't commit. The case drew Bryan into a 
tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinksmanship--and 
transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever. Just Mercy is at 
once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer's coming of 
age, a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring 
argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice. 
92 STEVENSON,B 

  

 

Freedom is a Constant Struggle: Ferguson, Palestine, and the Foundations of a 
Movement  
Angela Y. Davis ©2016 
In these newly collected essays, interviews, and speeches, Angela Y. Davis 
illuminates the connections between struggles against state violence and 
oppression throughout history and around the world. Reflecting on the 
importance of black feminism, intersectionality, and prison abolitionism for 
today's struggles, Davis discusses the legacies of previous liberation struggles, 
from the Black Freedom Movement to the South African anti-Apartheid 
movement. She highlights connections and analyzes today's struggles against 
state terror, from Ferguson to Palestine. 
323 DAV 
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White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism  
Robin DiAngelo ©2018 
In this groundbreaking and timely book, antiracist educator Robin DiAngelo 
deftly illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility. Referring to the defensive 
moves that white people make when challenged racially, white fragility is 
characterized by emotions such as anger, fear, and guilt, and by behaviors 
including argumentation and silence. These behaviors, in turn, function to 
reinstate white racial equilibrium and prevent any meaningful cross-racial 
dialogue. In this in-depth exploration, DiAngelo explores how white fragility 
develops, how it protects racial inequality, and what we can do to engage more 
constructively. 
305.8 DIA 

  

 

An Indigenous People’s History of the United States  
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz ©2014 
Today in the United States, there are more than five hundred federally 
recognized Indigenous nations comprising nearly three million people, 
descendants of the fifteen million Native people who once inhabited this land. 
The centuries-long genocidal program of the US settler-colonial regimen has 
largely been omitted from history. Now, for the first time, acclaimed historian 
and activist Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz offers a history of the United States told 
from the perspective of Indigenous peoples and reveals how Native Americans, 
for centuries, actively resisted expansion of the US empire. 
 
With growing support for movements such as the campaign to abolish 
Columbus Day and replace it with Indigenous Peoples' Day and the Dakota 
Access Pipeline protest led by the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, An Indigenous 
Peoples' History of the United States is an essential resource providing historical 
threads that are crucial for understanding the present. In An Indigenous 
Peoples' History of the United States, Dunbar-Ortiz adroitly challenges the 
founding myth of the United States and shows how policy against the 
Indigenous peoples was colonialist and designed to seize the territories of the 
original inhabitants, displacing or eliminating them. And as Dunbar-Ortiz 
reveals, this policy was praised in popular culture, through writers like James 
Fenimore Cooper and Walt Whitman, and in the highest offices of government 
and the military. Shockingly, as the genocidal policy reached its zenith under 
President Andrew Jackson, its ruthlessness was best articulated by US Army 
general Thomas S. Jesup, who, in 1836, wrote of the Seminoles: "The country 
can be rid of them only by exterminating them." 
  
Spanning more than four hundred years, this classic bottom-up peoples' history 
radically reframes US history and explodes the silences that have haunted our 
national narrative. 
970.00497 DUN 
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Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White America  
Michael Eric Dyson ©2017 
As the country grapples with racist division at a level not seen since the 1960s, 
one man's voice is heard above the rest. In his New York Times op-ed piece 
"Death in Black and White," Michael Eric Dyson moved a nation…Now he 
continues to speak out in Tears We Cannot Stop--a provocative and deeply 
personal call for change. Dyson argues that if we are to make real racial 
progress we must face difficult truths, including being honest about how black 
grievance has been ignored, dismissed, or discounted. Short, emotional, 
literary, powerful--this is the book that all Americans who care about the 
current and long-burning crisis in race relations will want to read. 
305.8 DYS 

  

 

Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race  
Reni Eddo-Lodge ©2017 
In 2014, award-winning journalist Reni Eddo-Lodge wrote about her frustration 
with the way that discussions of race and racism in Britain were being led by 
those who weren't affected by it. She posted a piece on her blog, entitled: 
"Why I'm No Longer Talking to White People About Race." 
 
Her words hit a nerve. The post went viral and comments flooded in from 
others desperate to speak up about their own experiences. Galvanized by this 
clear hunger for open discussion, she decided to dig into the source of these 
feelings. Exploring issues from eradicated black history to the political purpose 
of white dominance, whitewashed feminism to the inextricable link between 
class and race, Reni Eddo-Lodge offers a timely and essential new framework 
for how to see, acknowledge and counter racism. It is a searing, illuminating, 
absolutely necessary exploration of what it is to be a person of color in Britain 
today. 
305.8 EDD 

  

 

Well-Read Black Girl: Finding Our Stories, Discovering Ourselves  
Glory Edim ©2018 
Remember that moment when you first encountered a character who seemed 
to be written just for you? That feeling of belonging remains with readers the 
rest of their lives--but not everyone regularly sees themselves in the pages of a 
book. In this timely anthology, Glory Edim brings together original essays by 
some of our best black women writers to shine a light on how important it is 
that we all--regardless of gender, race, religion, or ability--have the opportunity 
to find ourselves in literature. 
 
Whether it's learning about the complexities of femalehood from Zora Neale 
Hurston and Toni Morrison, finding a new type of love in The Color Purple, or 
using mythology to craft an alternative black future, the subjects of each essay 
remind us why we turn to books in times of both struggle and relaxation. As 
she has done with her book club-turned-online community Well-Read Black 
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Girl, in this anthology Glory Edim has created a space in which black women's 
writing and knowledge and life experiences are lifted up, to be shared with all 
readers who value the power of a story to help us understand the world and 
ourselves. 
810.9896 WEL 

  

 

Invisible Man 
Ralph Ellison ©1952 
In the course of his wanderings from a Southern Negro college to New York's 
Harlem, an American black man becomes involved in a series of adventures. 
Introduction explains circumstances under which the book was written. Ellison 
won the National Book Award for this searing record of a black man's journey 
through contemporary America. Unquestionably, Ellison's book is a work of 
extraordinary intensity--powerfully imagined and written with a savage, wryly 
humorous gusto. 
FIC ELLISON,R 

  

 

Locking Up Our Own: Crime and Punishment in Black America  
James Forman, Jr. ©2017 
An original and consequential argument about race, crime, and the law. Today, 
Americans are debating our criminal justice system with new urgency. Mass 
incarceration and aggressive police tactics -- and their impact on people of 
color -- are feeding outrage and a consensus that something must be done. But 
what if we only know half the story? In Locking Up Our Own, the Yale legal 
scholar and former public defender James Forman Jr. weighs the tragic role 
that some African Americans themselves played in escalating the war on crime. 
As Forman shows, the first substantial cohort of black mayors, judges, and 
police chiefs took office around the country amid a surge in crime. Many came 
to believe that tough measures -- such as stringent drug and gun laws and 
"pretext traffic stops" in poor African American neighborhoods -- were needed 
to secure a stable future for black communities. Some politicians and activists 
saw criminals as a "cancer" that had to be cut away from the rest of black 
America. Others supported harsh measures more reluctantly, believing they 
had no other choice in the face of a public safety emergency. Drawing on his 
experience as a public defender and focusing on Washington, D.C., Forman 
writes with compassion for individuals trapped in terrible dilemmas -- from the 
young men and women he defended to officials struggling to cope with an 
impossible situation. The result is an original view of our justice system as well 
as a moving portrait of the human beings caught in its coils. 
364.973 FOR 
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Minor Feelings: An Asian American Reckoning  
Cathy Park Hong ©2020 
Asian Americans inhabit a purgatorial status: neither white enough nor black 
enough, unmentioned in most conversations about racial identity. In the 
popular imagination, Asian Americans are all high-achieving professionals. But 
in reality, this is the most economically divided group in the country, a tenuous 
alliance of people with roots from South Asia to East Asia to the Pacific Islands, 
from tech millionaires to service industry laborers. How do we speak honestly 
about the Asian American condition--if such a thing exists? Poet and essayist 
Cathy Park Hong fearlessly and provocatively confronts this thorny subject, 
blending memoir, cultural criticism, and history to expose the truth of racialized 
consciousness in America. Binding these essays together is Hong's theory of 
"minor feelings." As the daughter of Korean immigrants, Cathy Park Hong grew 
up steeped in shame, suspicion, and melancholy. She would later understand 
that these "minor feelings" occur when American optimism contradicts your 
own reality--when you believe the lies you're told about your own racial 
identity. With sly humor and a poet's searching mind, Hong uses her own story 
as a portal into a deeper examination of racial consciousness in America today. 
This intimate and devastating book traces her relationship to the English 
language, to shame and depression, to poetry and artmaking, and to family and 
female friendship. A radically honest work of art, Minor Feelings forms a 
portrait of one Asian American psyche--and of a writer's search to both 
uncover and speak the truth. 
305.4895 HON 

  

 

Barracoon: The Story of the Last “Black Cargo”  
Zora Neale Hurston ©2018 
In 1927, Zora Neale Hurston went to Plateau, Alabama, just outside Mobile, to 
interview eighty-six-year-old Cudjo Lewis. Of the millions of men, women, and 
children transported from Africa to America as slaves, Cudjo was then the only 
person alive to tell the story of this integral part of the nation's history. Hurston 
was there to record Cudjo's firsthand account of the raid that led to his capture 
and bondage fifty years after the Atlantic slave trade was outlawed in the 
United States. In 1931, Hurston returned to Plateau, the African-centric 
community three miles from Mobile founded by Cudjo and other former slaves 
from his ship. Spending more than three months there, she talked in depth 
with Cudjo about the details of his life. During those weeks, the young writer 
and the elderly formerly enslaved man ate peaches and watermelon that grew 
in the backyard and talked about Cudjo's past--memories from his childhood in 
Africa, the horrors of being captured and held in a barracoon for selection by 
American slavers, the harrowing experience of the Middle Passage packed with 
more than 100 other souls aboard the Clotilda, and the years he spent in 
slavery until the end of the Civil War. Based on those interviews, featuring 
Cudjo's unique vernacular, and written from Hurston's perspective with the 
compassion and singular style that have made her one of the preeminent 
American authors of the twentieth-century, Barracoon masterfully illustrates 
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the tragedy of slavery and of one life forever defined by it. Offering insight into 
the pernicious legacy that continues to haunt us all, black and white, this 
poignant and powerful work is an invaluable contribution to our shared history 
and culture. 
92 LEWIS,C HUR 

  

 

Their Eyes Were Watching God  
Zora Neale Hurston ©1937 
One of the most important and enduring books of the twentieth century, Their 
Eyes Were Watching God brings to life a Southern love story with the wit and 
pathos found only in the writing of Zora Neale Hurston. Out of print for almost 
thirty years—due largely to initial audiences’ rejection of its strong black 
female protagonist—Hurston’s classic has since its 1978 reissue become 
perhaps the most widely read and highly acclaimed novel in the canon of 
African-American literature. 
FIC HURSTON,Z 

  

 

Good Talk: A Memoir in Conversations  
Mira Jacob ©2018 
Like many six-year-olds, Mira Jacob's half-Jewish, half-Indian son, Z, has 
questions about everything. At first they are innocuous enough, but as tensions 
from the 2016 election spread from the media into his own family, they 
become much, much more complicated. Trying to answer him honestly, Mira 
has to think back to where she's gotten her own answers: her most formative 
conversations about race, color, sexuality, and, of course, love. Written with 
humor and vulnerability, this deeply relatable graphic memoir is a love letter to 
the art of conversation--and to the hope that hovers in our most difficult 
questions. 
GRAPHIC NOVELS 92 JACOB,M 

  

 

Waiting ‘Til the Midnight Hour: A Narrative History of Black Power in America 
Peniel Joseph ©2006 
In 1966, a group of black activists, including Stokely Carmichael and Huey P. 
Newton, turned their backs on Martin Luther King's pacifism in order to build 
on the legacy of Malcolm X. The result? The Black Power movement, a radical 
new approach to the fight for equality. Joseph traces the history of the men 
and women of the movement - many famous and infamous, some forgotten. 
Drawing on original archival research and more than 60 original oral histories, 
this narrative history vividly reports the way in which Black Power redefined 
black identity in the USA. 
323.1196 JOS 
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How to Be an Antiracist  
Ibram X. Kendi ©2019 
Antiracism is a transformative concept that reorients and reenergizes the 
conversation about racism--and, even more fundamentally, points us toward 
liberating new ways of thinking about ourselves and each other. At its core, 
racism is a powerful system that creates false hierarchies of human value; its 
warped logic extends beyond race, from the way we regard people of different 
ethnicities or skin colors to the way we treat people of different sexes, gender 
identities, and body types. Racism intersects with class and culture and 
geography and even changes the way we see and value ourselves. In How to Be 
an Antiracist, Kendi takes readers through a widening circle of antiracist ideas--
from the most basic concepts to visionary possibilities--that will help readers 
see all forms of racism clearly, understand their poisonous consequences, and 
work to oppose them in our systems and in ourselves. 
 
Kendi weaves an electrifying combination of ethics, history, law, and science 
with his own personal story of awakening to antiracism. This is an essential 
work for anyone who wants to go beyond the awareness of racism to the next 
step: contributing to the formation of a just and equitable society. 
305.8009 KEN 

  

 

Stamped From the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America 
Ibram X. Kendi ©2016 
Americans like to insist that we are living in a postracial, color-blind society. In 
fact, racist thought is alive and well; it has simply become more sophisticated 
and more insidious. And as historian Ibram X. Kendi argues, racist ideas in this 
country have a long and lingering history, one in which nearly every great 
American thinker is complicit. Kendi chronicles the entire story of anti-Black 
racist ideas and their staggering power over the course of American history. 
Stamped from the Beginning uses the lives of five major American intellectuals 
to offer a window into the contentious debates between assimilationists and 
segregationists and between racists and antiracists. From Puritan minister 
Cotton Mather to Thomas Jefferson, from fiery abolitionist William Lloyd 
Garrison to brilliant scholar W.E.B. Du Bois to legendary anti-prison activist 
Angela Davis, Kendi shows how and why some of our leading proslavery and 
pro-civil rights thinkers have challenged or helped cement racist ideas in 
America. As Kendi provocatively illustrates, racist thinking did not arise from 
ignorance or hatred. Racist ideas were created and popularized in an effort to 
defend deeply entrenched discriminatory policies and to rationalize the 
nation's racial inequities in everything from wealth to health. While racist ideas 
are easily produced and easily consumed, they can also be discredited. 
305.8 KEN 
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When They Call You a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter Memoir  
Patrisse Khan-Cullors & Asha Bandele ©2017 
Raised by a single mother in an impoverished neighborhood In Los Angeles, 
Patrisse Khan-Cullors experienced firsthand the prejudice and persecution 
Black Americans endure at the hands of law enforcement. For Patrisse, the 
most vulnerable people in the country are Black people. Deliberately and 
ruthlessly targeted by a criminal justice system serving a white privilege 
agenda, Black people are subjected to unjustifiable racial profiling and police 
brutality. In 2013, when Trayvon Martin's killer went free, Patrisse's outrage led 
her to co-found Black Lives Matter with Alicia Garza and Opal Tometi. 
Condemned as terrorists and as a threat to America, these loving women 
founded a hashtag that birthed the movement to demand accountability from 
the authorities who continually turn a blind eye to the injustices inflicted upon 
people of Black and Brown skin. Championing human rights in the face of 
violent racism, Patrisse is a survivor. She transformed her personal pain into 
political power, giving voice to a people suffering inequality and a movement 
fueled by her strength and love, to tell the country--and the world--that Black 
Lives Matter. 
92 KHAN-CULLORS,P 

  

 

Heavy: An American Memoir  
Kiese Laymon ©2018 
Laymon writes eloquently and honestly about the physical manifestations of 
violence, grief, trauma, and abuse on his own body. He writes of his own eating 
disorder and gambling addiction as well as similar issues that run throughout 
his family. Through self-exploration, storytelling, and honest conversation with 
family and friends, Heavy seeks to bring what has been hidden into the light 
and to reckon with all of its myriad sources, from the most intimate--a mother-
child relationship--to the most universal--a society that has undervalued and 
abused black bodies for centuries. 
92 LAYMON,K 
 

  

 

The Making of Asian America: A History  
Erika Lee ©2015 
In the past fifty years, Asian Americans have helped change the face of America 
and are now the fastest growing group in the United States. But as award-
winning historian Erika Lee reminds us, Asian Americans also have deep roots 
in the country. The Making of Asian America tells the little-known history of 
Asian Americans and their role in American life, from the arrival of the first 
Asians in the Americas to the present-day. An epic history of global journeys 
and new beginnings, this book shows how generations of Asian immigrants and 
their American-born descendants have made and remade Asian American life 
in the United States: sailors who came on the first trans-Pacific ships in the 
1500s; indentured "coolies" who worked alongside African slaves in the 
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Caribbean; and Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Korean, and South Asian 
immigrants who were recruited to work in the United States only to face 
massive racial discrimination, Asian exclusion laws, and for Japanese 
Americans, incarceration during World War II. Over the past fifty years, a new 
Asian America has emerged out of community activism and the arrival of new 
immigrants and refugees. No longer a "despised minority," Asian Americans are 
now held up as America's "model minorities" in ways that reveal the 
complicated role that race still plays in the United States. Published to 
commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the passage of the United States' 
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 that has remade our "nation of 
immigrants," this is a new and definitive history of Asian Americans. But more 
than that, it is a new way of understanding America itself, its complicated 
histories of race and immigration, and its place in the world today. 
973.0495 LEE 

  

 

Murder On a Sunday Morning [Documentary DVD] 
a film by Jean-Xavier de Lestrade ©2003 
When a 15-year-old black male is arrested for the murder of Mary Ann 
Stephens, everyone involved in the case--from investigators to journalists--is 
ready to condemn him, except for his public defence lawyer, Patrick 
McGuiness. A true tale of murder and injustice. 
364.1523 MUR 

  

 

Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History Textbook Got 
Wrong  
James W. Loewen ©2018 
Since its first publication in 1995, Lies My Teacher Told Me has become one of 
the most important--and successful--history books of our time. Having sold 
nearly two million copies, the book also won an American Book Award and the 
Oliver Cromwell Cox Award for Distinguished Anti-Racist Scholarship and was 
heralded on the front page of the New York Times in the summer of 2006. For 
this new edition, Loewen has added a new preface that shows how inadequate 
history courses in high school help produce adult Americans who think Donald 
Trump can solve their problems, and calls out academic historians for 
abandoning the concept of truth in a misguided effort to be "objective." What 
started out as a survey of the twelve leading American history textbooks has 
ended up being what the San Francisco Chronicle calls "an extremely convincing 
plea for truth in education." In Lies My Teacher Told Me, James W. Loewen 
brings history alive in all its complexity and ambiguity. Beginning with pre-
Columbian history and ranging over characters and events as diverse as 
Reconstruction, Helen Keller, the first Thanksgiving, the My Lai massacre, 9/11, 
and the Iraq War, Loewen offers an eye-opening critique of existing textbooks, 
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and a wonderful retelling of American history as it should--and could--be 
taught to American students. 
973.007 LOE 2018 

  

 

Sister Ousider: Essays and Speeches  
Audre Lorde ©1984 
Presenting the essential writings of black lesbian poet and feminist writer 
Audre Lorde, Sister Outsider celebrates an influential voice in twentieth-century 
literature. In this charged collection of fifteen essays and speeches, Lorde takes 
on sexism, racism, ageism, homophobia, and class, and propounds social 
difference as a vehicle for action and change. Her prose is incisive, unflinching, 
and lyrical, reflecting struggle but ultimately offering messages of hope.  
814.54 LOR 

  

 

They Can’t Kill Us All: Ferguson, Baltimore, and a New Era in America’s Racial 
Justice Movement  
Wesley Lowery ©2016 
A deeply reported book that brings alive the quest for justice in the deaths of 
Michael Brown, Tamir Rice, and Freddie Gray, offering both unparalleled insight 
into the reality of police violence in America and an intimate, moving portrait 
of those working to end it. Conducting hundreds of interviews over the course 
of more than one year of reporting on the ground, Washington Post writer 
Wesley Lowery traveled from Ferguson, Missouri, to Cleveland, Ohio; 
Charleston, South Carolina; and Baltimore, Maryland, and then back to 
Ferguson to uncover life inside the most heavily policed, if otherwise neglected, 
corners of America today. In an effort to grasp the magnitude of the response 
to Michael Brown's death and understand the scale of the problem police 
violence represents, Lowery speaks to Brown's family and the families of other 
victims as well as local activists. By posing the question "What does the loss of 
any one life mean to the rest of the nation?" Lowery examines the cumulative 
effect of decades of racially biased policing in segregated neighborhoods with 
failing schools, crumbling infrastructure, and too few jobs. Studded with 
moments of joy, and tragedy, They Can't Kill us All offers a historically informed 
look at the standoff between the police and those they are sworn to protect, 
showing that civil unrest is just one tool of resistance in the broader struggle 
for justice. As Lowery brings vividly to life, the protests against police killings 
are also about the black community's long history on the receiving end of 
perceived and actual acts of injustice and discrimination. They Can't Kill us All 
grapples with a persistent if largely unexamined aspect of the otherwise 
transformative presidency of Barack Obama: the failure to deliver tangible 
security and opportunity to those Americans most in need of both. 
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Redefining Realness: My Path to Womanhood, Identity, Love & So Much More  
Janet Mock ©2014 
In 2011, Marie Claire magazine published a profile of Janet Mock in which she 
stepped forward for the first time as a trans woman. Those twenty-three 
hundred words were life-altering for the People.com editor, turning her into an 
influential and outspoken public figure and a desperately needed voice for an 
often voiceless community. In these pages, she offers a bold and inspiring 
perspective on being young, multicultural, economically challenged, and 
transgender in America. Welcomed into the world as her parents' firstborn son, 
Mock decided early on that she would be her own person--no matter what. She 
struggled as the smart, determined child in a deeply loving, yet ill-equipped 
family that lacked the money, education, and resources necessary to help her 
thrive. Mock navigated her way through her teen years without parental 
guidance, but luckily, with the support of a few close friends and mentors, she 
emerged much stronger, ready to take on--and maybe even change--the world. 
This powerful memoir follows Mock's quest for identity, from an early, 
unwavering conviction about her gender to a turbulent adolescence in 
Honolulu that saw her transitioning during the tender years of high school, self-
medicating with hormones at fifteen, and flying across the world alone for sex 
reassignment surgery at just eighteen. With unflinching honesty, Mock uses her 
own experience to impart vital insight about the unique challenges and 
vulnerabilities of trans youth and brave girls like herself. Despite the hurdles, 
Mock received a scholarship to college and moved to New York City, where she 
earned her master's degree, enjoyed the success of an enviable career, and 
told no one about her past. She remained deeply guarded until she fell for a 
man who called her the woman of his dreams. Love fortified her with the 
strength to finally tell her story, enabling her to embody the undeniable power 
of testimony and become a fierce advocate for a marginalized and 
misunderstood community. 

  

 

Beloved  
Toni Morrison ©1987 
Staring unflinchingly into the abyss of slavery, this spellbinding novel 
transforms history into a story as powerful as Exodus and as intimate as a 
lullaby. Sethe, its protagonist, was born a slave and escaped to Ohio, but 
eighteen years later she is still not free. She has too many memories of Sweet 
Home, the beautiful farm where so many hideous things happened. And 
Sethe's new home is haunted by the ghost of her baby, who died nameless and 
whose tombstone is engraved with a single word: Beloved. After the Civil War 
ends, Sethe longingly recalls the two-year-old daughter whom she killed when 
threatened with recapture after escaping from slavery 18 years before. Filled 
with bitter poetry and suspense as taut as a rope, Beloved is a towering 
achievement. 
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The Bluest Eye  
Toni Morrison ©1970 
In Morrison’s bestselling first novel, Pecola Breedlove—an 11-year-old Black 
girl in an America whose love for its blond, blue-eyed children can devastate all 
others—prays for her eyes to turn blue: so that she will be beautiful, so that 
people will look at her, so that her world will be different. This is the story of 
the nightmare at the heart of her yearning, and the tragedy of its fulfillment. 
FIC MORRISON,T 

  

 

So You Want to Talk About Race  
Ijeoma Oluo ©2018 
A current, constructive, and actionable exploration of today's racial landscape, 
offering straightforward clarity that readers of all races need to contribute to 
the dismantling of the racial divide. In So You Want to Talk About Race, Editor 
at Large of The Establishment, Ijeoma Oluo offers a contemporary, accessible 
take on the racial landscape in America, addressing head-on such issues as 
privilege, police brutality, intersectionality, micro-aggressions, the Black Lives 
Matter movement, and the "N" word. Perfectly positioned to bridge the gap 
between people of color and white Americans struggling with race 
complexities, Oluo answers the questions readers don't dare ask, and explains 
the concepts that continue to elude everyday Americans. 
305.8 OLU 

  

 

An African American and Latinx History of the United States  
Paul Ortiz ©2018 
An intersectional history of the shared struggle for African American and Latinx 
civil rights. 
 
Spanning more than two hundred years, An African American and Latinx 
History of the United States is a revolutionary, politically charged narrative 
history, arguing that the "Global South" was crucial to the development of 
America as we know it. Scholar and activist Paul Ortiz challenges the notion of 
westward progress as exalted by widely taught formulations like "manifest 
destiny" and "Jacksonian democracy," and shows how placing African 
American, Latinx, and Indigenous voices unapologetically front and center 
transforms US history into one of the working class organizing against 
imperialism. 
 
Incisive and timely, this bottom-up history, told from the interconnected 
vantage points of Latinx and African Americans, reveals the radically different 
ways that people of the diaspora have addressed issues still plaguing the 
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United States today, and it offers a way forward in the continued struggle for 
universal civil rights. 
[CloudLibrary eBook/eAudiobook] 

  

 

Citizen: An American Lyric  
Claudia Rankine ©2014 
Recounts mounting racial aggressions in ongoing encounters in twenty-first-
century daily life and in the media. Some of these encounters are slights, 
seeming slips of the tongue, and some are intentional offensives in the 
classroom, at the supermarket, at home, on the tennis court with Serena 
Williams and the soccer field with Zinedine Zidane, online, on TV--everywhere, 
all the time. The accumulative stresses come to bear on a person's ability to 
speak, perform, and stay alive. Our addressability is tied to the state of our 
belonging, Rankine argues, as are our assumptions and expectations of 
citizenship. 
811.54 RAN 
 

  

 

The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated 
America 
Richard Rothstein ©2017 
Richard Rothstein explodes the myth that America's cities came to be racially 
divided through de facto segregation--that is, through individual prejudices, 
income differences, or the actions of private institutions like banks and real 
estate agencies. Rather, The Color of Law incontrovertibly makes it clear that it 
was de jure segregation--the laws and policy decisions passed by local, state, 
and federal governments--that actually promoted the discriminatory patterns 
that continue to this day. 
305.8 ROT 

  

 

Me and White Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World, and Become a 
Good Ancestor  
Layla F. Saad ©2020 
When Layla Saad began an Instagram challenge called 
#meandwhitesupremacy, she never predicted it would become a cultural 
movement. She encouraged people to own up and share their racist behaviors, 
big and small. She was looking for truth, and she got it... Thousands of people 
participated in the challenge, and over 80,000 people downloaded the 
supporting work Me and White Supremacy. Updated and expanded from the 
original edition, Me and White Supremacy teaches readers how to dismantle 
the privilege within themselves so that they can stop (often unconsciously) 
inflicting damage on people of color, and in turn, help other white people do 
better, too. 
305.809 SAA 
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The Good Immigrant: 26 Writers Reflect On America 
Nikesh Shukla ©2019 
Presents essays by first- and second-generation immigrant writers on the 
realities of immigration, multiculturalism, and marginalization in an increasingly 
divided America. 
320.4 GOO 

  

 

Fearing the Black Body: The Racial Origins of Fat Phobia 
Sabrina Strings ©2019 
There is an obesity epidemic in this country and poor black women are 
particularly stigmatized as "diseased" and a burden on the public health care 
system. This is only the most recent incarnation of the fear of fat black women, 
which Sabrina Strings shows took root more than two hundred years ago. 
Strings weaves together an eye-opening historical narrative ranging from the 
Renaissance to the current moment, analyzing important works of art, 
newspaper and magazine articles, and scientific literature and medical journals-
-where fat bodies were once praised--showing that fat phobia, as it relates to 
black women, did not originate with medical findings, but with the 
Enlightenment era belief that fatness was evidence of "savagery" and racial 
inferiority. The author argues that the contemporary ideal of slenderness is, at 
its very core, racialized and racist. Indeed, it was not until the early twentieth 
century, when racialized attitudes against fatness were already entrenched in 
the culture, that the medical establishment began its crusade against obesity. 
An important and original work, Fearing the Black Body argues convincingly 
that fat phobia isn't about health at all, but rather a means of using the body to 
validate race, class, and gender prejudice. 
305.48896 STR 
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Everything You Wanted to Know About Indians But Were Afraid to Ask  
Anton Treuer ©2012 
"I had a profoundly well-educated Princetonian ask me, 'Where is your 
tomahawk?' I had a beautiful woman approach me in the college gymnasium 
and exclaim, 'You have the most beautiful red skin.' I took a friend to see 
Dances with Wolves and was told, 'Your people have a beautiful culture.' . . . I 
made many lifelong friends at college, and they supported but also challenged 
me with questions like, 'Why should Indians have reservations?' " 
 
What have you always wanted to know about Indians? Do you think you should 
already know the answers--or suspect that your questions may be offensive? In 
matterof-fact responses to over 120 questions, both thoughtful and 
outrageous, modern and historical, Ojibwe scholar and cultural preservationist 
Anton Treuer gives a frank, funny, and sometimes personal tour of what's up 
with Indians, anyway. 
 
* What is the real story of Thanksgiving? 
* Why are tribal languages important? 
* What do you think of that incident where people died in a sweat lodge? 
 
White/Indian relations are often characterized by guilt and anger. Everything 
You Wanted to Know about Indians But Were Afraid to Ask cuts through the 
emotion and builds a foundation for true understanding and positive action. 
909.04914 TRE 

  

 

America’s Original Sin: Racism, White Privelege, and the Bridge to a New 
America  
Jim Wallis ©2016 
America's problem with race has deep roots, with the country's foundation tied 
to the near extermination of one race of people and the enslavement of 
another. Racism is truly our nation's original sin. "It's time we right this 
unacceptable wrong," says bestselling author and leading Christian activist Jim 
Wallis. Fifty years ago, Wallis was driven away from his faith by a white church 
that considered dealing with racism to be taboo. His participation in the civil 
rights movement brought him back when he discovered a faith that commands 
racial justice. Yet as recent tragedies confirm, we continue to suffer from the 
legacy of racism. The old patterns of white privilege are colliding with the 
changing demographics of a diverse nation. The church has been slow to 
respond, and Sunday morning is still the most segregated hour of the week. In 
America's Original Sin, Wallis offers a prophetic and deeply personal call to 
action in overcoming the racism so ingrained in American society. He speaks 
candidly to Christians--particularly white Christians--urging them to cross a new 
bridge toward racial justice and healing. Whenever divided cultures and 
gridlocked power structures fail to end systemic sin, faith communities can help 
lead the way to grassroots change. Probing yet positive, biblically rooted yet 
highly practical, this book shows people of faith how they can work together to 
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overcome the embedded racism in America, galvanizing a movement to cross 
the bridge to a multiracial church and a new America. 
305.8 WAL 

  

 

Men We Reaped  
Jesmyn Ward ©2013 
In five years, Jesmyn Ward lost five young men in her life--to drugs, accidents, 
suicide, and the bad luck that can follow people who live in poverty, 
particularly black men. Dealing with these losses, one after another, made 
Jesmyn ask the question: Why? And as she began to write about the experience 
of living through all the dying, she realized the truth--and it took her breath 
away. Her brother and her friends all died because of who they were and 
where they were from, because they lived with a history of racism and 
economic struggle that fostered drug addiction and the dissolution of family 
and relationships. Jesmyn says the answer was so obvious she felt stupid for 
not seeing it. But it nagged at her until she knew she had to write about her 
community, to write their stories and her own. 
 
Jesmyn grew up in poverty in rural Mississippi. She writes powerfully about the 
pressures this brings, on the men who can do no right and the women who 
stand in for family in a society where the men are often absent. She bravely 
tells her story, revisiting the agonizing losses of her only brother and her 
friends. As the sole member of her family to leave home and pursue higher 
education, she writes about this parallel American universe with the objectivity 
distance provides and the intimacyof utter familiarity. A brutal world rendered 
beautifully, Jesmyn Ward's memoir will sit comfortably alongside Edwidge 
Danticat's Brother, I'm Dying, Tobias Wolff's This Boy's Life, and Maya 
Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. 
92 WARD,J 

  

 

The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks About Race  
edited by Jesmyn Ward ©2016 
Jesmyn Ward takes James Baldwin's 1963 examination of race in America, The 
Fire Next Time, as a jumping off point for this groundbreaking collection of 
essays and poems about race from the most important voices of her generation 
and our time. In light of recent tragedies and widespread protests across the 
nation, The Progressive magazine republished one of its most famous pieces: 
James Baldwin's 1962 "Letter to My Nephew," which was later published in his 
landmark book, The Fire Next Time. Addressing his fifteen-year-old namesake 
on the one hundredth anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, Baldwin 
wrote: "You know and I know, that the country is celebrating one hundred 
years of freedom one hundred years too soon." Author Jesmyn Ward knows 
that Baldwin's words ring as true as ever today. In response, she has gathered 
short essays, memoir, and a few essential poems to engage the question of 
race in the United States. And she has turned to some of her generation's most 
original thinkers and writers to give voice to their concerns. The Fire This Time 
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is divided into three parts that shine a light on the darkest corners of our 
history, wrestle with our current predicament, and envision a better future. Of 
the eighteen pieces, ten were written specifically for this volume. In the fifty-
odd years since Baldwin's essay was published, entire generations have dared 
everything and made significant progress. But the idea that we are living in the 
post-Civil Rights era, that we are a "post-racial" society is an inaccurate and 
harmful reflection of a truth the country must confront. Baldwin's "fire next 
time" is now upon us, and it needs to be talked about. Contributors include 
Carol Anderson, Jericho Brown, Garnette Cadogan, Edwidge Danticat, Rachel 
Kaadzi Ghansah, Mitchell S. Jackson, Honoree Jeffers, Kima Jones, Kiese 
Laymon, Daniel Jose Older, Emily Raboteau, Claudia Rankine, Clint Smith, 
Natasha Trethewey, Wendy S. Walters, Isabel Wilkerson, and Kevin Young. 
305.896 FIR 

  

 

Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents  
Isabel Wilkerson ©2020 
“As we go about our daily lives, caste is the wordless usher in a darkened 
theater, flashlight cast down in the aisles, guiding us to our assigned seats for a 
performance. The hierarchy of caste is not about feelings or morality. It is 
about power--which groups have it and which do not." In this brilliant book, 
Isabel Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen phenomenon in 
America as she explores, through an immersive, deeply researched narrative 
and stories about real people, how America today and throughout its history 
has been shaped by a hidden caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings. 
Beyond race, class, or other factors, there is a powerful caste system that 
influences people's lives and behavior and the nation's fate. Linking the caste 
systems of America, India, and Nazi Germany, Wilkerson explores eight pillars 
that underlie caste systems across civilizations, including divine will, bloodlines, 
stigma, and more. Using riveting stories about people--including Martin Luther 
King, Jr., baseball's Satchel Paige, a single father and his toddler son, Wilkerson 
herself, and many others--she shows the ways that the insidious undertow of 
caste is experienced every day. She documents how the Nazis studied the racial 
systems in America to plan their out-cast of the Jews; she discusses why the 
cruel logic of caste requires that there be a bottom rung for those in the middle 
to measure themselves against; she writes about the surprising health costs of 
caste, in depression and life expectancy, and the effects of this hierarchy on our 
culture and politics. Finally, she points forward to ways America can move 
beyond the artificial and destructive separations of human divisions, toward 
hope in our common humanity. Beautifully written, original, and revealing, 
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents is an eye-opening story of people and 
history, and a reexamination of what lies under the surface of ordinary lives 
and of America life today. 
305.5122 WIL 
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The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration  
Isabel Wilkerson ©2010 
In this epic, beautifully written masterwork, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Isabel 
Wilkerson chronicles one of the great untold stories of American history: the 
decades-long migration of black citizens who fled the South for northern and 
western cities, in search of a better life. From 1915 to 1970, this exodus of 
almost six million people changed the face of America. She interviewed more 
than a thousand individuals, and gained access to new data and offical records, 
to write this definitive and vividly dramatic account of how these American 
journeys unfolded, altering our cities, our country, and ourselves. 
304.8 WIL 
 

  

 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X  
Malcolm X with the assistance of Alex Haley ©1964 
In the searing pages of this classic autobiography, originally published in 1964, 
Malcolm X, the Muslim leader, firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells the 
extraordinary story of his life and the growth of the Black Muslim movement. 
His fascinating perspective on the lies and limitations of the American Dream, 
and the inherent racism in a society that denies its nonwhite citizens the 
opportunity to dream, gives extraordinary insight into the most urgent issues of 
our own time. The Autobiography of Malcolm X stands as the definitive 
statement of a movement and a man whose work was never completed but 
whose message is timeless. It is essential reading for anyone who wants to 
understand America. 
92 X,MALCOLM 

  

 

A People’s History of the United States  
Howard Zinn ©1980 
Packed with vivid details and telling quotations, Zinn's award-winning classic 
continues to revolutionize the way American history is taught and 
remembered.  
973 ZIN 2003 
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