Vision for Pasadena

The City of Pasadena in partnership with our
community, creates, fosters, and ensures a
caring, child-centered environment.

As our vision is realized in Pasadena,
all children

o are healthy, happy, safe, and thrive in
learning and life

» navigate the world with curiosity, creativity,
and kindness

e thrive in neighborhoods and families that
are healthy and safe

» engage in play and recreational activities
appropriate to the age of the child and
participate freely in cultural life and the arts

» develop a capacity for integrity, wisdom,
humor, and playfulness

» receive and enjoy the highest attainable
standard of health and learning opportunities

« flourish with a standard of living and
education necessary for the child’s physical,
mental, moral, and social development

» have families and child-care givers who
are afforded the necessary early supports,
services, and interventions since the
well-being of children is dependent on
those who nurture and care for them

CityOfPasadena.net/Office-Of-The-Young-Child/

Office of the Young Child
100 N. Garfield Ave., Room S228
Pasadena, CA 91109
(626) 744-4333
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“For children to flourish in school and

in life, we cannot wait until they enter

kindergarten to promote their health,
safety, and learning.”

An Early Learning City
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History

The City of Pasadena
recognizes the
importance of a ”
child’s development P £
in the early years, Early Child

0 - 5. In November Development Policy

of 2015, the Sotamy

Pasadena City

Council approved
the 2015 Early Child
Development Policy, revised in November 2022.

CityOfPasadena.net/Office-Of-The-Young-Child/
WP-Content/Uploads/Sites/24/Early_Child_
Development_Policy_Book.pdf.

As a leadership component to achieve the policy
goals. the Office of the Young Child (OYC) was
created by the City Council.

Office of the Young Child

The Office of the Young Child (OYC) provides
leadership for the Policy and its key recommendations
and has a visible presence in the City and community.
The OYC website offers helpful resources and
information for parents and caregivers of children
0 - 5. Explore our website to learn more:

CityOfPasadena.net/Office-Of-The-Young-Child/.

One of the essential responsibilities of the OYC

is to coordinate and support the PASadena Early
Childhood Hub Network in promoting the well-being
of our youngest children and families and in realizing
the vision of Pasadena as an Early Learning City

by 2025.

The PASadena Early
Childhood Hub Network

The Hub Network is made up of multiple Hub sites
partnering with the Network organizations, City
and community service providers, early childhood
advocates and experts who foster together the
healthy development and well-being of children

0 - 5 and support families with coordinated services,
tools and resources to thrive. This network,
supported by the City of Pasadena through the
Office of the Young Child and City Departments,
represents the communities of Pasadena, Altadena
and Sierra Madre, which are jointly served by the
Pasadena Unified School District.

Hub Sites

The Hub sites are the touchpoints for parents seeking
services for themselves and their child O - 5

A family-friendly resource center, Hub sites are
located in partner facilities connecting families of
children ages O - 5 with access to early childhood
information and services, providing, but not limited to:

» Knowledgeable staff
e Comfortable space
e Support

» Resource materials

e Informational community activities
- Parent education
- Children’s activities

Strengthening
Families

One of the Core Elements of the Policy focuses
on Strengthening Families, a framework that
defines that the greatest impacts for assuring
the physical, mental, and social well-being and
health of children are determined to a large
extent by whether they experience nurturing,
low-stress environments that expose them to
healthy activities and positive social relations.

The Strengthening Families approach is
identified as one of the most critical frameworks
for aligning practices and services in support
of a family’s ability to live in and contribute to
safe and healthy neighborhoods, in support

of parental resilience, and in enhancing child
development. Because the family and
neighborhood approach is necessary to

help children grow into healthy thriving adults,
the Policy reaffirms the
necessity of pulling
together health services,
neighborhood services,
city services, and
pre-kindergarten
related services.




