MOVERS & SHAKERS
N THE ARROYO SECO

Snakes are a valuable part of the
ecosystem and are important in
controlling rodent populations such
as rats, gophers & squirrels. If you
see a snake, just leave it alone, keep
your distance, continue to enjoy your
journey through the Arroyo Seco
AND remember the contribution these
beautiful creations are making to our
natural park!

The California
kingsnake has a
narrow head. Photo

credit: Random Truth
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Identification
Venomous snakes, such Slender Body
as rattlesnakes, have
heavy bodies that widen
in the middle, triangular-
shaped heads with
narrow necks, and in
Southern California, rattle
tails. Non-venomous
snakes have slender
bodies, relatively narrow
heads, and a tapered or
blunt tail (no rattle).
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A venomous southern pacific rattlesnake. Rattlesnakes have A non-venomous California kingsnake.

a heavier body, narrow neck and a rattle tail. If you view the The body of non-venomous snakes are
snake from above, you will see the triangular-shaped head. slender. Photo credit: Steven Miller

Photo credit: Joe Decruyenaere

Image credit: Los Angeles County
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How to Avoid Rattlesnake Bites

The southern pacific rattlesnake is the

only reptile native to Southern Calfiornia
considered dangerous to humans. It is
common throughout chaparral and mountain

1. NEVER PUT YOUR HANDS OR FEET WHERE
YOU CAN'T SEE. Don’t walk in tall grass or put your
hand in a hole or tree cavity.

2. Never hike alone. Go with others who are capable

of getting help if there is a problem ; regions of of Los Angeles County. The

3. Never pick up any snake. Don't éet close enough : Southern Pacific Rattlesnake is relatively shy
tc; see what kind of snake it -is All animals will bite if : and is not particularly quick or aggressive. It
thieatened X ¢ would rather withdraw than strike, but it will

5 . strike if provoked or in self-defense.
4. If you see a snake, move away and leave it alone.
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If you are Bitten by a Rattlesnake

1.STAY AS CALM AS POSSIBLE. Sit of lie down. Physical
activity will make the venom circulate through your body
faster. Have someone else go for help of call 911.

2. Keep the area of the bite below the level of the heart.
Keep the area of the bite as still as possible.

3. DO NOT TOUCH the area of the bite.
4. DO NOT APPLY a tourniquet.

5. DO NOT do any cutting, sucking, or allow anyone else to
touch the area aournd the bite. Wait for medical attention.

6. DO NOT take any medication, alcohol, or aspirin. Drink
water only.

7. If you have to walk to get medical attention, do so slowly
and rest frequently.

8. GET MEDICAL ATTENTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
CALL 911 OR HAVE SOMEONE ELSE DRIVE YOU TO A
MEDICAL FACILITY. Don’t ty and drive yourself.

TOP: A juvenile rattlesnake. Photo credit: Bob DuHamel e e 1 SNt s Sts S n " 2 R S st0e .
MIDDLE: The upturned nose and rattle tail of the $ Remem b er kin gsnakes & r attl esnakes
southern pacific rattlesnake. Photo credit: courtesy of are an important part of the local
the U.S. Geological Survey ] [}

- ecology! Help protect these creatures
BOTTOM: The narrow neck and triangular-shaped by keeping your distance.
head of a southern pacific rattlsnake. Photo credit: :
Squamatologist

Please respect the snakes who call the
Arroyo Seco home.

*Adapted from the Los Angeles County brouchure “Snake Identification”
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