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4.7

Recreation

4.7.1

Methodology

This section describes the existing conditions of recreational resources of the Arroyo Seco Canyon Project (ASCP)
Areas 2 and 3 (Project/proposed Project) site and vicinity, identifies associated regulatory requirements, evaluates
potential impacts to recreational resources, and identifies mitigation measures related to implementation of the
proposed Project. Recreational resources include facilities developed for recreation, such as (but not limited to)
designated parks, trails, and picnic areas, as well as land where dispersed recreational activities exist, such as hiking,
biking, horseback riding, and bird-watching/nature walks.
Comments received in response to the Notice of Preparation (NOP) are summarized in Table 1, Notice of Preparation
and Scoping Comment Letters Summary, included in Section 1, Introduction of this Draft EIR. A copy of the NOP and
Initial Study is included in Appendix A-1, the Appendices to the Initial Study are included in Appendix A-2, and the
comment letters received in response to the NOP are included in Appendix A-3 of this Draft EIR.

4.7.2

Existing Conditions

Regional Recreational Facilities
Angeles National Forest
The Angeles National Forest includes 662,983 acres located within Los Angeles, San Bernardino and Ventura
Counties. According to the Land Management Plan (LMP) for the Southern California National Forests,
including the Angeles National Forest (ANF), national forests offer an escape from busy urban life by providing
open space and a wide variety of recreation opportunities. They serve as an outdoor classroom, a 'living
laboratory,' for learning about our natural and cultural heritage and the importance of conservation.
Land use zones set forth in the LMP were used to map the ANF for the purpose of identifying appropriate
management types of ‘uses’ that help demonstrate the United States Forest Service’s (USFS) intent regarding
the anticipated level of public land use in all areas of the national forest. As identified in the 2014 Amendment
to the LMP, the areas within the Arroyo Seco watershed within the ANF are identified as “Non-Forest System
Land”, “Developed Area Interface”, “Back Country”, “Back Country, Motorized Use Restricted” and “Back
Country, Non-Motorized” (USFS 2005).
The Developed Area Interface zone includes a broad range of higher intensity uses, with a management intent
to limit development to a slow increase of carefully designed facilities to help direct use into the most suitable
areas and concentrating on improving existing facilities before developing new ones. The Back Country zone
allows a broad range of uses, with a management intent to retain the natural character inherent in this zone
and limit the amount and type of development. The Back Country, Motorized Use Restricted zone allows a
range of low-intensity uses, with a management intent to retain the natural character of the zone and limit
development to new road construction and maintenance and no increase or a very low level of increase in
development. The Back Country, Non-Motorized zone allows for a range of non-motorized public uses, with a
management intent to typically retain the undeveloped character and natural appearance of this zone and to
limit the level of development. Facility construction except trails is generally not allowed, but may occur in
remote locations where road access is not needed for maintenance (USFS 2005).
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The proposed Project is not located within the boundaries of the ANF; however, Area 2 is located just south of
the USFS boundary. Recreational users of the Gabrielino Trail/Access Road regularly enter into the ANF and
are within the portion of the San Gabriel Mountains managed by the Los Angeles Gateway Ranger District,
which is not located within the designated National Monument (USFS 2005).
Rim of the Valley Corridor
The National Parks Service (NPS) recommended to the United States Congress in 2016 that a 170,000-acre
boundary adjustment be made to include the Rim of the Valley Corridor into the Santa Monica Mountains
National Recreation Area (SMMNRA). The Rim of the Valley Corridor is the area generally including the
mountains encircling the San Fernando, La Crescenta, Santa Clarita, Simi, and Conejo Valleys in southern
California. The NPS stated in its “Rim of the Valley Corridor Special Resource Study” that the SMMNRA
boundary adjustment would increase recreational opportunities to a range of southern California urban
communities. Figure 4.7-1, Recreational Areas and Proposed Boundary of the Rim of the Valley Corridor,
identifies the proposed Rim of the Valley Trail and its associated boundary adjustment area, as well as other
lands designated for recreation within southwestern Los Angeles County (NPS 2015).
The proposed boundary adjustment would add portions of the Los Angeles River and Arroyo Seco corridors,
the Verdugo Mountains-San Rafael Hills, the San Gabriel Mountains foothills, the Simi Hills, the Santa Susana
Mountains, and the Conejo Mountain area to SMMNRA. Existing parks such as Griffith Park, Hansen Dam
Recreation Area, Sepulveda Basin (recreation areas and wildlife reserve), Los Encinos State Historic Park,
Debs Park, El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical Monument, and Los Angeles State Historic Park would serve
as major portals into the Rim of the Valley Corridor area. The boundary adjustment would include cultural
resources related to space exploration (i.e., NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory [JPL]) and the Cold War that are
located in the Arroyo Seco corridor and Simi Hills (NPS 2015).
As shown on Figure 4.7-1, the proposed Rim of the Valley Trail alignment would utilize the existing Gabrielino
Trail/Access Road in the Angeles National Forest, connecting to the Arroyo Seco Trail at the JPL Bridge, which
continues southerly adjacent to the NASA JPL campus and Oak Grove Sports Fields on the east side of the
Devil’s Gate Reservoir within the Hahamongna Watershed Park. The proposed Rim of the Valley Trail alignment
would continue to use existing trails in the Central Arroyo Seco adjacent to Brookside Golf Course and the
Rose Bowl, through the Lower Arroyo Seco, and into the City of Los Angeles (NPS 2016).
Local Recreational Facilities
City of Pasadena Recreational Facilities
The Arroyo Seco is the City’s largest natural open space and is described as a deeply cut canyon linking the
San Gabriel Mountains to the Los Angeles River. The Arroyo extends eight miles in Pasadena and includes
three distinct geographic areas which are also citywide parks – Hahamongna Watershed Park (HWP) in the
Upper Arroyo Seco, the Central Arroyo Seco, and the Lower Arroyo Seco. All three parks have a system of trails
that connect the three areas to each other and to the larger regional trail system for horses and hikers (City of
Pasadena 2012). Bicycles are permitted on existing paved surfaces within the HWP, although they are not
allowed on the trails in the Arroyo Seco to keep horses and bicycles separate (City of Pasadena 2003). In
addition to the HWP, Central Arroyo Seco, and Lower Arroyo Seco, the City of Pasadena and the County of Los
Angeles have numerous other recreational opportunities in the vicinity of the Project, as shown on Figure 4.72, Recreational Facilities in the Project Vicinity.
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A listing of the recreational facilities owned and operated by the City of Pasadena are listed in Table 4.7-1.
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La Casita Del
Arroyo
La Pintoresca
Park

La Pintoresca
Teen Education
Center
Lower Arroyo
Park Area

415 S Arroyo Blvd,
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2575 Paloma St.,
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363 East Villa
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Arroyo Seco Master Plans
The importance of the Arroyo Seco as a valued resource to the City as a whole, prompted the need for the
Arroyo Seco Master Plans. The Arroyo Seco provides opportunities for recreation as well as a rich ecosystem
of natural flora and fauna within the Pasadena city limits. The Plans address development of recreational,
educational and interpretive opportunities and protection and restoration of the ecosystem, while recognizing
the important existing water supply and flood control functions of the area. The four planning documents that
make up the Arroyo Seco Master Plans are, Design Guidelines for the Arroyo Seco (2003); Hahamongna
Watershed Park Master Plan (2003); Lower Arroyo Master Plan (2003); and Central Arroyo Master Plan (2005)
(City of Pasadena 2012).
Hahamongna Watershed Park (HWP) represents the lower 320 acres of the total 1,330 acres of the Upper
Arroyo Seco. Hahamongna contains 90 acres of dedicated parkland known as the Oak Grove Area. This
citywide park is largely natural open space area that provides passive recreational uses that coexist with the
flood management operations of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District. The City of Pasadena
established Hahamongna Watershed Park in 1993. Recreational uses in the park include hiking, bicycling,
horseback riding, picnicking, soccer, baseball, softball, and disc golf.
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The HWP/Upper Arroyo Seco provides recreational opportunities for area residents and visitors. Area 3 of the
Project site is located within HWP, which has numerous trails that provide opportunities for hiking and
equestrian activity in the area, including the Gabrielino Trail that provides access up the Arroyo Seco Canyon
and into the ANF. Additionally, the Arroyo Seco Trail runs along both sides of the Arroyo Seco and is part of the
Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor that connects the Santa Monica Mountains and the San Gabriel Mountains
through trails in the San Fernando and La Crescenta Valleys (see Figure 4.7-1). This trail also continues south
along the Central and Lower Arroyo Seco to connect with the Los Angeles River Trail. North of Devil’s Gate
Dam, there are several local trails on both sides of the Arroyo Seco, including the East Rim Trail, the West Rim
Trail, the Mountain View Trail, the Flint Wash Trail, the Gould Canyon Trail, the Altadena Crest Trail, and the
Gabrielino Trail.
The Central Arroyo Seco contains a total of 254 acres of parkland and open space. The developed public
parkland in the Central Arroyo, Brookside Park and Area H, is 81 acres in size. The Central Arroyo Seco is the
most developed of the three sections of the Arroyo. Both the Rose Bowl Stadium and Brookside Park are in
the Central Arroyo. The Rose Bowl loop provides a 3-mile circuit around the periphery of the stadium and the
golf courses and provides the most active outdoor gym in the city. The Central Arroyo is a popular location for
large-scale events, primarily due to abundant parking and its proximity to the Rose Bowl.
The Lower Arroyo Seco contains a total of 150 acres of parkland and open space. The 51-acre developed
parkland in the Lower Arroyo includes the casting pond, archery range, and the low-flow project area. The
Pasadena Municipal Code designates it a Natural Preservation Area as indicated by its largely open space
character (PMC 3.32.100). Prominent vistas of cultural landmarks such as the historic Colorado Street Bridge
and the ribbon of historic arroyo stonewalls give this portion of the Arroyo Seco its distinction and contribute
to the individual’s recreational experience.
Trails
There are numerous recreational trails located in the Project area that provide recreational opportunities for
pedestrians and equestrians. These trails are described below.
Gabrielino Trail/Access Road. The Gabrielino Trail is a regional trail that begins at the intersection of Windsor
Avenue and Ventura Street. The trail lies along the east boundary of HWP north of Ventura Street. The
Gabrielino Trail also functions as the vehicular access road that runs along the eastern boundary of Area 3 of
the proposed Project and continues northward through Area 2 and into the ANF.
West Rim Trail. The West Rim Trail runs at the upper western edge of the Hahamongna Watershed (Oak
Grove) Park, the West Rim Trail leads north from the Flint Wash trailhead connection to the Equestrian
Staging Area and the upper terrace picnic area. The trail is currently restricted to equestrian and hiking
use only. The northernmost portion of the trail is located within Area 3 of the proposed Project.
East Rim Trail. The East Rim Trail runs at the upper eastern edge of the HWP and connects with the West Rim
Trail and provides a circular loop of connectivity from Oak Grove Park to the eastern side of the spreading
basins, continuing southward on the east side of the Devil’s Gate Reservoir. This trail follows the alignment of
the Explorer Road, which traverses adjacent to the eastern edge of Area 3
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Arroyo Seco (Rim of the Valley) Trail. The Arroyo Seco Trail, which is a portion of the Rim of the Valley Trail,
links all three sections of the Arroyo Seco together. The Arroyo Seco Trail runs lower and below the East Rim
and West Rim trails.
Altadena Crest Trail. The Altadena Crest Trail is located in the northern part of HWP and provides access to the
Gabrielino Trail from the community of Altadena. This trail is currently restricted to equestrian and hiking use only.
Flint Wash Trail. The Flint Wash Trail is a County-maintained trail that begins at the southwest corner of HWP
at the confluence of Flint Wash and Devil’s Gate Reservoir. This Trail is located approximately 1-mile southwest
of Area 3 of the Project site.
Gould Canyon Trail. The Gould Canyon trailhead is located just west of HWP and connects to the La Cañada
Flintridge trail system. This trail is located approximately 0.57-mile southwest of Area 3 of the Project site.
Maintenance Roads/Unnamed Trails. In addition to designated trails, there is a network of informal trails (i.e.,
City-owned maintenance roads and LACFCD/Southern California Edison [SCE] easements) that are
interconnected within the City’s spreading basins that allow for connection between the Hahamongna
Watershed (Oak Grove) Park and West Rim Trail on the west of Devil’s Gate Reservoir to the East Rim Trail,
Gabrielino Trail on the east of Devil’s Gate Reservoir, and the Arroyo Seco Trail. These maintenance roads are
often used as unofficial trails when reservoir water levels within the Devil’s Gate Reservoir and conditions
permit (County of Los Angeles 2013).

4.7.3

Relevant Plans, Policies, and Ordinances

Federal
There are no applicable federal regulations related to recreation.
State/Regional
There are no applicable state regulations related to recreation.
Local
City of Pasadena General Plan
The Project site has a General Plan Land Use designation of Open Space. “Open Space” is defined as, “…a
variety of active and passive public recreational facilities and for City-owned open space facilities. This includes
natural open spaces and areas which have been designated as environmentally and ecologically significant.
This category also applies to land which is publicly owned, though in some instances public access may be
restricted. Most importantly, this designation only applies to lands owned by the City” (City of Pasadena 2015).
The City of Pasadena’s General Plan includes eight guiding principles that cumulatively represent the
community’s vision for the future. The guiding principles were developed through an extensive program of
community outreach and input conducted over a six-year period. The guiding principles include, Land Use;
Mobility; Housing; Green Space, Recreation and Parks; Open space and Conservation; Noise; Safety; and
Arroyo Seco Canyon Project Areas 2 and 3
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Updates to the General Plan. The Green Space, Recreation and Parks; and Open space and Conservation
Elements include goals, objectives and policies related to recreation, which pertain to the proposed Project.
Applicable General Plan goals, objectives and policies are outlined below.
The Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element and Master Plan
The Green Space, Recreation and Parks Element and Master Plan of the City’s General Plan (adopted
November 2007) serves as a framework of the community’s goals and objectives for open space, parks, and
recreation facilities and programs. The Element and Master Plan work together to identify existing facilities
and programs, assess how they are used, identify where additional park facilities or recreation programs are
needed, and recommend how to best meet these needs (City of Pasadena 2015). The following objectives and
policies are applicable to recreational facilities as they relate to the proposed Project (City of Pasadena 2007):
Objective 1 – Stewardship of the natural environment: encourage and promote the stewardship of
Pasadena’s natural environment, including water conservation, clean air, natural open space
protection, and recycling.
Policy 1.2 – Protect Open Spaces: Protect natural open areas, watersheds, and
environmentally sensitive areas such as Hahamongna, Eaton Canyon, riparian areas, and
other open spaces.
Objective 2 – Preservation and protection of the Arroyo Seco and adjacent open space areas:
recognize the importance to Pasadena of the history, cultural resources, and unique character of the
Arroyo Seco, and conserve and enhance these assets.
Policy 2.3 – Balance recreation with environmental protection: Implement the Arroyo Seco
Master Plans by balancing recreational opportunities with protection and restoration of the
ecosystem, while recognizing the important existing water resources and flood management
functions of the area.
Policy 2.4 – Promote multi-faceted use of the Arroyo: Through implementation of the Arroyo
Seco Master Plans, continue to maintain and enhance the area as a prime resource for quality
of life of Pasadena residents.
Objective 7 – Provide access to Parks: New projects should be planned so that neighborhood recreational
needs of its future citizens are largely met on site or nearby and so that future facilities are integrated with,
provide support for, and enhance the effectiveness of the overall recreation system in Pasadena. Growth
and expansion in a particular area should be accompanied by commensurate growth and expansion in
recreation facility, programming capacity, and natural open space capacity.
Policy 7.2 – Access to open spaces within projects: Projects should be connected to the public
realm through vistas, physical access, and/or sightlines. Provide an adequate total quantity
and equitable distribution of public or publicly accessible open spaces throughout the City.
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Objective 17 – Facilitate ongoing community dialogue to ensure that residents’ open space, parkland,
and recreation needs are met.
Policy 17.1 - Community Input and Feedback: Provide methods for community members to offer
ongoing information on their experiences with recreation and parks management, programs, and
facilities. Surveys, questionnaires, website forms, and targeted outreach methods will provide
feedback on areas in need of improvement and areas where goals are being met.
Open Space and Conservation Element
The Open Space and Conservation Element of the General Plan was adopted by the City Council on January 23,
2012. The Open Space and Conservation Element provides a blueprint for natural open space and conservation.
Together with the Green Space, recreation and Park Element and Master Plan, the Open Space and Conservation
Element serves as a framework of goals and policies to assure efficient stewardship of the City’s green spaces,
recreation facilities, and natural resources (City of Pasadena 2015). The following goals and objectives are
applicable to recreational facilities as they relate to the proposed Project (City of Pasadena 2012):
Open Space Goal – Preserve, Acquire and Create Open Space
Objective: Preserve currently zoned open spaces, natural open spaces, hillsides, viewsheds,
watersheds and recreational areas.
Open Space Goal – Develop Access & Connectivity for Wildlife and People
Objective: Ensure that all Pasadena residents have access to information about where open spaces
are located and the transportation opportunities and options for getting to them.
Open Space Goal – Preserve, Restore and Maintain the Eaton Canyon Corridor and the Arroyo Seco
Objective: Preserve, restore and maintain the natural character of the Eaton Canyon Corridor and the
Arroyo Seco as self-sustaining healthy ecosystems of plants and animals. Their natural character will
continue to inspire people, as it has throughout time.
Objective: Promote responsible human interfaces with these unique natural environments in open
space planning.
Open Space Goal – Welcome and Value the Importance of Citizen Participation
Objective: Citizen participation shall play a major role in all phases of open space planning.
Objective: The City shall provide the public with timely information regarding open space planning and
decision making.
City of Pasadena Zoning Code
The proposed Project site is zoned as Open Space (OS). Zones are designated to implement the General Plan
be ensuring those who live and work in the City that the stability and character of the community will be
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preserved. As described in Section 17.26.020(A) of the City’s Zoning Code, “The OS district is applied to sites
with open space, parks, and recreational facilities of a landscaped, open character having a minimum
contiguous site area of two acres. The OS zoning district is consistent with and implements the Open Space
land use designation of the General Plan.” Section 17.26.030 of the Code specifies that public safety facilities
uses meet the intent of the OS zone and are conditionally allowed uses in the OS zone.
Arroyo Seco Master Plans
The Arroyo Seco Master Plans are a set of documents defining the community vision for the Arroyo Seco
Natural Park. The set is comprised of the HWPMP; the Central Arroyo Master Plan, the Lower Arroyo Master
Plan; the Rose Bowl Use Plan; and the Arroyo Seco Design Guidelines (City of Pasadena 2020b). The Arroyo
Seco Master Plans were developed by the combined efforts of the Planning and Development Department
and the Department of Public Works. The implementing department for the completed Arroyo Seco Master
Plans is the Department of Public Works. Area 3 of the proposed Project is located within the HWPMP area;
this Master Plan is described below.
Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan
The HWPMP illustrates a vision for the 300-acres of open space that extends from Devil’s Gate Dam north and
into the Arroyo Seco Canyon, on the northwestern edge of the City. The HWPMP was adopted to establish a
visionary framework for recreation, water resources, flood management, habitat restoration and cultural
resources in this area. Additionally, the HWPMP has been completed in response to the policies and principles
set forth in the City’s General Plan. The Final HWPMP includes the following goals and objectives related to
recreation and the proposed Project (City of Pasadena 2003):
Goal 3: Provide diverse recreation opportunities for the Pasadena community
Objectives:


Balance the recreation needs for active, passive, and educational activities in HWP



Develop a grading plan that allows habitat restoration and recreational activities to co-exist with
flood management and water conservation.



Maintain the historic recreational uses within HWP.

Goal 5: Enrich and promote the unique history and culture of Hahamongna Watershed Park
Objectives:


Develop design guidelines to ensure aesthetic compatibility and quality construction for any
improvements made with Hahamongna Watershed Park.

Goal 6: Provide a safe and secure park
Objectives:


Develop guidelines and delegate agency responsibility for recreation, flood management, and
water conservation liabilities.
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4.7.4

Thresholds of Significance

The significance criteria used to evaluate the Project impacts related to recreation are based on Appendix G
of the CEQA Guidelines. According to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, a significant impact related to
recreation would occur if the Project would:
a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated.
b) Include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities, which
might have an adverse physical effect on the environment.
Through the analysis in the Initial Study (see Appendix A-1), it was determined that the proposed Project would
not include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities, which might
have an adverse physical effect on the environment. (i.e., Threshold b). Accordingly, this issue is not further
analyzed in the EIR. Based on the remaining thresholds, a significant impact related to recreation would occur
if the Project would:
a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated.

4.7.5

Environmental Impacts Analysis

Threshold 4.7a.

Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or
other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility
would occur or be accelerated?

Short-Term Construction Impacts
The proposed Project consists of two primary areas, as shown in Section 2, Figure 2-1, Local Vicinity and
Regional Location. The two primary Project areas include Area 2, Diversion and Intake Replacement, and Area
3, Spreading Basin Improvements. These areas are connected by the North Arroyo Boulevard (i.e., Gabrielino
Trail/Access Road), which serves as a public recreational trail and the access road for City of Pasadena and
U.S. Forest Service (USFS) vehicles heading into the Arroyo Seco Canyon. The proposed Project involves
construction activity and facility improvements in Areas 2 and 3, as well as construction truck traffic along
portions of the Gabrielino Trail/Access Road. During the Project’s construction activities, North Arroyo
Boulevard (Gabrielino Trail/Access Road) would be made available for construction-related vehicles. North
Arroyo Boulevard would provide vehicular access to the Behner Water Treatment Plant (WTP), the
northernmost portion of Area 3 near the JPL Bridge, and northward along the Gabrielino Trail/Access Road to
Area 2. Construction of the Project would result in temporary restricted access to portions of designated trails
that could result in indirect and temporary impacts to existing recreation uses and could increase the use of
other recreational facilities in the Project area.
Figure 4.7-3, Project Impacts to Designated Trails, shows the areas that may be subject to temporary trail
closures due to Project construction activities, as well as areas of permanent trail realignment. During
construction of the proposed Project, there may be times when portions of the Altadena Crest Trail, Gabrielino
Arroyo Seco Canyon Project Areas 2 and 3
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Trail/Access Road, Arroyo Seco Trail, and the unnamed trails/maintenance roads would be partially or fully
closed to the public due to construction activities.


North Arroyo Boulevard, which is a gated maintenance road that leads from the intersection of
Ventura Street and Windsor Road northward to the JPL Bridge, would be a primary corridor for
construction truck traveling to and from Area 2, and may also be used for activities within Area 3.
Portions of this roadway may be closed during construction to minimize the proximity of
construction trucks and equipment movement with recreational users.



The Gabrielino Trail/Access Road, which is the northward the extension of North Arroyo Boulevard,
would be a primary corridor for construction equipment and haul trucks to access Area 2. Portions
of this access road may be closed during construction to minimize the proximity of construction
trucks and equipment movement with recreational users, as well as during construction on the
roadway associated with Arroyo Seco Canyon Project (ASCP) improvements, as described further
in Section 4.7.6 below.



The Arroyo Seco Trail and unnamed trails located adjacent to the existing spreading basins would
be temporarily closed during construction of the new basin configuration and would also
permanently realigned around the perimeter of the new basins and along the realignment of
Explorer Road, as discussed further below. The portions of the unnamed trails within the
construction footprint in Area 3 would be fully closed during short-term construction activities, and
would not reopen until the completion of construction in Area 3, as described further below under
“Long-Term Operational Impacts”.

While the trails would be kept open during construction to the extent possible, there would be days when
construction equipment and haul trucks would be on and/or near the trails. Use of these trails may be less
desirable due to temporary construction-related emissions, noise, dust, and traffic impacts. These temporary,
indirect impacts could reduce the quality of the recreational experience for some visitors. However, numerous
recreational facilities, including Hahamongna Watershed Park facilities, the Oak Grove Disc Golf Course, Loma
Alta County Park, the Flint Wash Trail, Gould Canyon Trail, Arroyo Seco Trail/West Rim Trail, and Arroyo Seco
Trail/East Rim Trail are in the vicinity of the proposed Project and would be available for use during the entirety
of Project construction. Additionally, some portions of the Mountain View Trail, Altadena Crest Trail, and
Gabrielino Trail/Access Road would remain open to the public during construction. Beyond the recreational
uses in the immediate Project area, numerous recreational opportunities exist within Pasadena as well as
surrounding jurisdictions, as illustrated in Figures 4.7-1 and 4.7-2 and as listed in Table 4.7-1.
Recreational users may choose to visit these other area parks, recreational facilities, or trails due to the
temporary access restrictions or the indirect effects of construction-related activities. Due to the number of
other recreational facilities and trails in the vicinity, it is anticipated that these visitors would be dispersed
throughout the area and that no single park or facility would experience a substantial increase in use.
Additionally, Project-related construction activity is anticipated to occur in Area 2 beginning in August 2021
and would last approximately 3 months, ending in October 2021. Construction in Area 3 would begin in March
2022 and would last approximately 9 months. This short duration of construction activity would not result in
substantial disruption to recreational activities in the Project area. During this time, recreational access to the
Arroyo Seco Trail/East Rim and Arroyo Seco Trail/West Rim, as well as the majority of the unnamed trails along
the existing spreading basins, would remain open and would continue to provide connectivity around the
Devil’s Gate Reservoir.
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Although Project construction would result in temporary restricted access to portions of existing recreational trails,
the Project would not substantially increase use of other existing parks or recreation facilities such that substantial
physical deterioration of these facilities will occur or be accelerated. Impacts to existing trails as a result of Project
construction would be temporary, and upon completion of construction activities, all temporary fencing, flagging,
signage, soil stockpiles, and/or mobile and stationary construction equipment would be removed from Areas 2 and
3. Although substantial impacts to recreational facilities are not anticipated; implementation of MM-REC-1 would
ensure adequate notification to the public of trail closures due to short-term Project construction impacts.
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated.
Long-Term Operational Impacts
As described above, the proposed Project would not result in the construction of new residences or indirectly
facilitate the development of residences that could result in an increase in area population. Therefore,
operation of the Project would not result in an increase in the long-term use, or the physical deterioration,
associated with the increased use of neighborhood or regional parks or other recreational facilities. However,
due to the proposed Project, the currently unnamed trail system that traverses through the spreading basins
would be permanently altered. As shown in Figure 4.7-4, the proposed Project would restore connections with
the alignments of the temporarily impacted trail system in Area 3. The proposed Project would restore the local
trails in a manner consistent with the adopted Hahamongna Watershed Park Master Plan (see Exhibit 2-12
“Hiking & Equestrian Trails”; page 2-53), and no long-term loss of trails or connectivity would occur. Therefore,
the proposed Project is consistent with the Goals and Objectives of applicable planning documents, as outlined
in Section 4.7.3 (City of Pasadena 2003).
As described in Section 2.2, Project Background, of this Draft EIR, elements of the ASCP that did not relate to
increased diversions were severable from the remainder of the ASCP and complied with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). As such, CUP No. 6222 and its related findings and conditions of approval,
and the ASCP IS/MND remains intact for these components and is allowed to move forward without any
additional environmental review pursuant to CEQA. Regarding Area 3, the components related to the parking
lot and the access road are allowed to proceed without additional CEQA review. The alignment of the Arroyo
Seco Trail, as identified on Figure 4.7-4, would be constructed at the time of the realignment of the Explorer
Road, which has been previously approved through the ASCP IS/MND. The reconnection of the Altadena Crest
Trail, as identified on Figure 4.7-4, would be configured at the same time as the construction of the proposed
spreading basins within Area 3. Upon completion of the spreading basins, the trail connection would be
restored between Area 3 and the existing trails to the south and across Devil’s Gate Reservoir on the west.
Impacts to recreational uses are not anticipated during the ongoing maintenance of the diversion and intake
structures in Area 2 or the cleaning of the spreading basins in Area 3. Maintenance will be confined to areas
that have previously been associated with ASCP facilities and would not permanently alter any existing trails
or access roads. Once construction activities are complete, all temporary restricted access to the trails within
Area 3 as a result of Project construction would be lifted, and all realigned trails would be operational. There
would be no long-term impacts to recreational facilities as a result of the proposed Project, and therefore, no
mitigation is required.
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4.7.6

Cumulative Impacts

Cumulative projects outlined in Section 3, Project Description of this Draft EIR would not result in the construction of
new residences or facilitate the development of residences and, therefore, would not result in increased population
or the associated increased demand for neighborhood or regional parks or other recreational facilities. However, the
construction of some cumulative projects would likely be concurrent with the proposed Project, or be initiated upon
Project completion, which could result in cumulative impacts to recreational facilities in the area.
Construction activities associated with the Devil’s Gate Reservoir Sediment Removal project are ongoing, with
completion scheduled for Fall 2023. Figure 4.7-5, Cumulative Impacts to Designated Trails, includes the areas
of temporary trail closures for both the proposed Project and for the Devil’s Gate Reservoir Sediment Removal
project. Throughout sediment removal activities, portions of the Arroyo Seco Trail/East Rim, Arroyo Seco
Trail/West Rim, and unnamed trails will be closed when sediment removal activities are under way and/or are
near the trail. Flint Wash Trail, Gabrielino Trail, and Gould Canyon Trail remain open for use during sediment
removal of this cumulative project. Additionally, the Oak Grove area of Hahamongna Watershed Park and the
associated facilities including Oak Grove Disk Golf Course remain open during construction of the Devil’s Gate
Reservoir Sediment Removal Project and continue to provide active recreational facilities to the area (County
of Los Angeles 2013). The Devil’s Gate Reservoir Sediment Removal project is expected to overlap with
construction of the proposed Project; and therefore, either concurrent or extended temporary closure of
portions of the trails in the vicinity of Area 3 is anticipated, as identified in Figure 4.7-5. Although temporary
closure to portions of trails in the area would result from concurrent construction of the proposed Project and
the Devil’s Gate Reservoir Sediment Removal project, the majority of the Arroyo Seco Trail/East Rim, Arroyo
Seco Trail/West Rim, Mountain View Trail, Flint Wash Trail, Gould Canyon Trail, and several unnamed trails,
as well as Oak Grove Area recreational facilities would remain open for use.
Projects under the cumulative Oak Grove Area Improvements project include improvements in the area of the existing
Oak Grove field, and may include a new restroom, improvements to vehicular and pedestrian circulation/trails,
rehabilitation of a drain, assessment of the disc golf course layout and improvements to the outdoor amphitheater.
Other future improvements may include Trail Development, Berkshire Creek Area Improvements, Habitat Restoration,
and Oak Grove Disc Golf Course Improvements. These planned improvements would enhance the existing
recreational facilities within the Oak Grove Area, including trails. Construction of these CIP projects could occur as
funding is available, as early as 2021, potentially concurrent with proposed Project construction activities. However,
it is not expected that all CIP projects under the Oak Grove Area Improvements project would occur at any one time,
thus not restricting access to all recreational facilities within the Oak Grove Area at once.
Construction of the LACFCD Pump back/Intake at Devil’s Gate cumulative project is expected to start after
completion of the proposed Project, and the Explorer Groundwater Well cumulative project could potentially
be concurrent with the proposed Project, starting in 2022. However, both of these cumulative projects are not
expected to result in significant impacts to recreational uses due to location and nature of the projects.
ASCP Area 1 construction, while relatively near Area 2, is anticipated to begin after 2023; and thus, after the
completion of the proposed Project. Construction of Area 1 would likely result in the temporary closure of the
Gabrielino Trail/Access Road, similar to the proposed Project, but would not result in impacts to Oak Grove
Area recreational facilities, nor the Altadena Crest Trail, Arroyo Seco Trail, Flint Wash Trail, or Gould Canyon
Trail. Additionally, the proposed Project’s construction would be completed by this time, and trails within Area
3 would be open and operational.
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Although construction of cumulative projects, in addition to the proposed Project, could temporarily limit
access or result in construction-related emissions, noise, dust, visual, and traffic impacts; recreational users
may choose to visit other parks, trails or recreation facilities in the area that would remain accessible during
construction of cumulative projects. It is anticipated that visitors would disperse throughout the area during
construction of cumulative projects, and that there would not be a substantial increase in use of any one park
or facility. In addition to the trails and recreational facilities in the immediate Project area, parks including
Charles White Park, Loma Alta County Park, Angeles National Forest, Olberz Park, and Memorial Park, among
others, as illustrated in Figures 4.7-1 and 4.7-2 and as listed in Table 4.7-1, would be accessible during Project
construction and construction of cumulative projects. Additionally, implementation of mitigation measure MMREC-1 outlined below, would ensure that use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational
facilities would not be increased in such a manner that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would
occur or be accelerated. Therefore, as impacts to recreational uses as a result of the Project and cumulative
project construction would be temporary, and surrounding recreational opportunities would remain accessible,
and impacts would be less than cumulatively considerable.

4.7.7

Mitigation Measures

MM-REC-1

Prior to the closure of recreational trails for public use, the City of Pasadena shall post signs
providing at least one week of advanced notice of the dates and times of planned trail closures
at the following locations:


Intersection of Ventura Street and Windsor Avenue



Sunset Overlook



Altadena Crest Trail (adjacent to the North Arroyo Boulevard)



Arroyo Seco Trail



West Rim Trail/East Rim Trail

In addition to the closure notice signage, the City shall provide the locations of nearby trails
and recreational facilities in the surrounding area that would be open for public use at the
times when the trails are closed. This information shall also be posted on the City’s Parks,
Recreation and Community Services website.

4.7.8

Level of Significance After Mitigation

With implementation of MM-REC-1, impacts to recreational facilities as a result of Project construction would
be reduced to less than significant.
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