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Section 3.1 

Cultural Resources 

3.1.1 Introduction 
This section describes the existing conditions for cultural resources, the regulatory framework 
that guides the decision-making process, thresholds for determining if the proposed project 
would result in a significant impact on cultural resources, potential impacts to cultural resources, 
mitigation measures to reduce the severity of potentially significant impacts, and the level of 
significance after mitigation.  

Appendix A of this Environmental Impact Report (EIR) includes the Initial Study for the proposed 
project, which determined that the proposed project would result in a less than significant impact 
to paleontological resources and human remains. Paleontological resources and human remains 
are not further evaluated within this Draft EIR. 

Appendix B of this EIR includes the YWCA Pasadena Historic Resources Technical Report, 
prepared by Historic Resource Group (HRG), which describes, in detail, the site location, site 
history, and historic resources, and evaluates potential impacts of the proposed project, including 
proposed mitigation for significant impacts and conditions of approval. This section is based on 
the analysis and findings in the YWCA Pasadena Historic Resources Technical Report. 

3.1.2 Environmental Setting 
3.1.2.1 Site Location 

The project site includes the existing vacant, historic YWCA building located on northeast corner 
of Marengo Avenue and Union Street; a surface parking lot east of the existing YWCA building; 
and landscaping and public art (Robinson Memorial) along Holly Street and Garfield Avenue. The 
project site is within the boundary of the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District. The Pasadena 
YWCA is listed in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing building to the District. 
The Pasadena YWCA is also listed in the California Register of Historical Resources as a 
contributor to the District, and is designated as a historic monument by the City of Pasadena. The 
historic features and significance of the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District and the Pasadena 
YWCA are described in detail in Section 3.1.2.3. The Civic Center Financial Historic District is 
located south of the Pasadena YWCA along the east side of Marengo Avenue near its intersection 
with Colorado Boulevard. There are no known prehistoric or historic archeological sites on the 
project site. 

3.1.2.2 Site Development History 

The development of the Pasadena YWCA has its roots in the early twentieth century through the 
efforts of prominent local women who strived to address the needs and interests of young 
working women arriving in Pasadena during a time of social shifts and economic growth. The 
Young Women’s League was established in Pasadena in 1905 and on April 15, 1909, the 
Young Women’s League became the Pasadena YWCA. In 1919, the Pasadena YWCA acquired the 
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two lots to the south of their existing building on Marengo Avenue through a gift from David and 
Mary Gamble. The Pasadena Star News noted that, although it was not yet time to build, “there is 
already the vision of a group of buildings that shall adequately house the various activities of the 
young women.”  

San Francisco architect Julia Morgan prepared preliminary sketches of the building that were 
made public in November 1920. Julia Morgan was among the most significant architects of her 
time and a trailblazer for women in the profession. Construction began in November of 1921 on 
the administrative unit, which housed the common rooms, dormitories, and administrative 
offices. The main building was completed in October of 1922 to great praise from the 
Pasadena Star News, which devoted a full page to its opening. In June of 1922, during 
construction of the main building, plans prepared by Julia Morgan for the gymnasium and 
swimming pool wing were published; construction on the wing began in July 1922 and was 
completed in early 1923. 

In 1980, the Pasadena YWCA became a contributing building to the Pasadena Civic Center 
Historic District, placing the building in the National Register of Historic Places. In 1996, citing 
lack of funding to upkeep the building, the Pasadena YWCA moved out of the building and into 
leased space. The building was then sold to a developer who ultimately was unable to rehabilitate 
the building. The City, afraid that years of lack of maintenance would result in demolition by 
neglect, acquired the property in 2012 through a negotiated settlement for the purpose of 
rehabilitating the building to return it to active use. 

3.1.2.3 Evaluation of Potential Historic Resources 

Resources located both within and immediately outside the project site were examined for the 
purpose of identifying potential historical resources for CEQA evaluation, including the context of 
their previous evaluations, criteria for significance, and integrity issues. Section 3.1.3 lists the 
criteria for listing and identifying historic significance and integrity at the national, state, and 
local levels. 

Potential Historic Resources on the Project Site 

YWCA Building 

The Pasadena YWCA is a single building with a partial U-shaped plan with the west (primary) 
facade facing Marengo Avenue. The building is set within the Pasadena Civic Center; its location 
generally mirrors the historic YMCA on the north side of Holly Street, with both buildings flanking 
the Holly Street axis that terminates at the facade of Pasadena City Hall. Character defining 
features of the Pasadena YWCA include the following:  

� Exterior: 

• U-shaped plan with varied massing and gabled roofs; 

• Cement plaster cladding and mission barrel roof tiles; 

• Open eaves with exposed rafters; 

• Symmetrical primary facade with two- and three-story volumes; 



Section 3.1  •  Cultural Resources 

 YWCA Kimpton Hotel Project Draft EIR  3.1-3 

• Decorative iron balcony; 

• Decorative iron rosettes covering attic vents; 

• Wood-framed divided-light doors with transoms, arched and squared; 

• Wood-framed divided-light windows with transoms; and 

• Gymnasium and swimming pool wing with steel sash divided-light windows and 
ceramic tile vents. 

� Interior: 

• Main lobby and public gathering spaces with brick pavers in basket-weave pattern; 

• Proscenium and stage;  

• Fireplaces with wood and tile mantels; 

• Built-in paneled casework; 

• Arched concrete ceiling beams with brackets; 

• Doubled-loaded circulation corridors; 

• Plaster walls with wood baseboards and trim; 

• Scored concrete floors; 

• Poured concrete stairwells with iron handrails and wood caps; 

• Remnant painted, stenciled decoration on stairwell walls; 

• Wood-framed doorways with transom lights; 

• Wood paneled doors; 

• Gymnasium wood plank floor and exposed wood truss ceiling; and 

• Swimming pool and exposed wood truss ceiling. 

Figure 3.1-1 and Figure 3.1-2 show the exterior of the Pasadena YWCA building in 1930 and 
1938, respectively. Figure 3.1-3 and Figure 3.1-4 show similar views of the building today. 

The Pasadena YWCA is significant as a work of master architect Julia Morgan. Mediterranean in 
style, the building exemplifies both Morgan’s work with the YWCA and the historical mission of 
that organization. The YWCA is historically significant because it is associated with a historic 
pattern of events in an important area of social history (National Register Criterion A; 
corresponds to California Register Criterion 1) and it is a distinctive building type in the area of 
architecture (National Register Criterion C; corresponds to California Criterion 3). At the local 
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level, the building also qualifies under Criterion C because, while more significant examples of 
master architect Julia Morgan’s work exist, there are no other examples in Pasadena.  

 
Figure 3.1-1 West (primary) Facade of Pasadena YWCA from Corner of Marengo Avenue  
and Holly Street, Looking Southeast, CA. 1930  
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Figure 3.1-2 West (primary) Facade of Pasadena YWCA from Marengo Avenue and  
Union Street, Looking Northeast, 1938 

 

 
Figure 3.1-3 Pasadena YWCA at Southeast Corner of Marengo Avenue and  
Holly Street, Looking Southeast, 2015  
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Figure 3.1-4 Pasadena YWCA at Northeast Corner of Marengo Avenue and  
Union Street Looking Northeast, 2015 

 

While the Pasadena YWCA has had deferred maintenance and has been altered to some extent on 
both the exterior and interior, the building still retains a high level of historic integrity. The 
Pasadena YWCA is formally listed in the National Register as a contributor to a historic district, is 
listed in the California Register as a contributor to a historic district, and is locally listed by the 
City of Pasadena as a Historic Monument. The Pasadena YWCA is also considered to be eligible for 
listing as an individual resource in the National Register and California Register. Because it is 
listed in the National and California Registers, the Pasadena YWCA is considered an historical 
resource under CEQA.  

Pasadena Robinson Memorial: Jackie and Mac Robinson 

The Pasadena Robinson Memorial (Figure 3.1-5) consists of two bronze sculptures: nine-foot tall 
busts of brothers Jackie and Mack Robinson. The sculptures were dedicated on November 6, 
1997, which coincided with the 50th anniversary of Jackie Robinson joining the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. The landscaping was completed on June 20, 2002 with a commemorative ring of granite 
tiles etched with donor’s names, lighting, inscribed benches, and landscaping, including flowering 
peach trees to honor the Robinson brothers’ birthplace of Cairo, Georgia.  
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Figure 3.1-5 Pasadena Robinson Memorial 

 

The Pasadena Robinson Memorial is not listed in the National Register or California Register and 
is not designated as a local landmark. The Pasadena Robinson Memorial has never been found 
eligible for listing as a historic resource through a historic resources survey or environmental 
review. According to guidance provided by the National Park Service for applying National 
Register criteria, “…properties that have achieved significance within the past 50 years shall not 
be considered eligible for the National Register” (U.S. Department of the Interior 1997). National 
Register guidance also states that “a commemorative property generally must be over fifty years 
old and must possess significance based on its own value, not on the value of the event or person 
being memorialized” (U.S. Department of the Interior 1997). Criteria for the California Register 
does not state a specific age criteria but does state that “sufficient time must have passed to 
obtain a scholarly perspective on the events or individuals associated with the resource” 
(California Office of Historic Preservation undated). 

Dedicated in 1997, the Pasadena Robinson Memorial is a commemorative memorial that is 
currently less than 20 years old. Generally, a property would need to be substantially older in 
order to be eligible for designation as a historic resource. In addition, the Pasadena Robinson 
Memorial is a commemorative object designed and installed to memorialize two local citizens 
who went on to national and international renown as athletes. The Pasadena Robinson Memorial 
is the collaborative work of artists Ralph Helmick, John Outterbridge, and Stuart Schechter. All are 
contemporary artists who continue to be active today and sufficient time has not passed to fully 
understand the body of their work or their importance as artists. 

The Pasadena Robinson Memorial is a commemorative public art piece and less than fifty years 
old, as such, it does not qualify as an historical resource under CEQA.  
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Sister City Trees 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower founded the Sister Cities program in 1956 to achieve 
international peace through a people-to-people concept of twinning U.S. cities with foreign 
communities all over the globe. The Sister Cities Trees make up a landscape of trees planted in 
commemoration of sister-city relationships between Pasadena and other international cities. 
Three plaques mark the small grove of five trees across Garfield Avenue from City Hall, south of 
Holly Street and the Pasadena Robinson Memorial. The earliest tree was dedicated in 1988, 
making the oldest Sister City Tree 27 years old (in 2015). As explained above with the 
Pasadena Robinson Memorial, a property generally needs to be substantially older in order to be 
eligible for designation as a historic resource and “a commemorative property generally must be 
over fifty years old and must possess historic significance beyond the event or person being 
memorialized” (U.S. Department of the Interior 1997).  

The Sister City Trees’ significance is in their commemoration of world peace; sufficient time has 
not passed for the development of important associations beyond their commemorative value. 
The Sister City Trees do not possess associations with events or persons or as landscape design 
features, nor do they embody distinctive characteristics, represent the work of a master, or 
possess high artistic value that would make them eligible for listing under National Register, 
California Register, or Pasadena Landmark Criteria. As such, the Sister City Trees do not qualify as 
a historical resource under CEQA.  

Potential Off-Site Historic Resources 

Pasadena Civic Center Historic District 

The Pasadena Civic Center Historic District (District) is significant as the historic government and 
institutional center of Pasadena, and is a significant example of American city planning and civic 
architecture. The District also contains an important record of the evolution of architectural 
design in southern California as well as the work of many prominent regional architects. The 
District contains fifteen contributing resources, including the Pasadena YWCA and City Hall, 
which form the historic Civic Center of the City of Pasadena. Other contributors include the 
U.S. Post Office, Turner and Stevens Company building, American Legion, First Baptist Church, 
Pasadena YMCA, Pasadena Central Library, Southern California Gas Company building, Hall of 
Justice (Police Department), Pasadena Civic Auditorium, County Courts building, Memorial Park 
(site of Pasadena’s first public library), All Saints Episcopal Church, and Maryland 
Hotel-Apartments (Pasadena Heritage 1978). Figure 3.1-6 is a map of the District showing the 
boundaries, district contributors, and the project site. Further description of the district 
contributors, some of which are also individually designated historic resources, are provided in 
Appendix B.  
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Figure 3.1-6 Pasadena Civic Center Historic District 

 

The ideas behind Pasadena’s Civic Center emerged from the City Beautiful movement. Led by 
architect Daniel H. Burnham of Chicago, proponents of the movement supported Beaux-Arts style 
architecture and planning principles as a way to bring beauty, dignity, and civic order to 
American cities. In January 1923, the firm of Bennett, Parsons & Frost prepared concept plans for 
the City, identifying locations for City Hall, the Public Library, and the Civic Auditorium. The plan 
was a complex of government, institutional, and cultural buildings that epitomized, although on a 
small scale, the City Beautiful movement. The voters approved the funding for, and the idea of, a 
City Plan in June 1923, and, subsequent to the vote, Bennett, Parsons & Frost were officially 
selected as consultants and designers to implement the plan.  
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Pasadena’s Civic Center was designed to be distinct from its surrounding neighborhoods both in 
architectural style and feeling. Planned with the pedestrian in mind, the streets are wider, lined 
with trees and shrubs. The sidewalks also are wider and paved in tile and brick set in decorative 
patterns (Figure 3.1-7). Two L-shaped landscaped areas were designed to line Holly Street from 
Marengo Avenue to Garfield Avenue and wrap one block to the north and south onto the west 
sides of Garfield Avenue. The configuration of streets, sidewalks, parkways, and landscaped 
spaces embody key tenets of the City Beautiful Movement and define important spatial 
relationships within the Civic Center Historic District. 

 

Figure 3.1-7 Project Frontage Along Holly Street, Looking East from Marengo Avenue 

 

The landscape areas located along Holly Street and Garfield Avenue frame the plaza fronting 
City Hall. The landscape areas located west of the Garfield Avenue sidewalks were identified as 
parking and future building sites in a 1925-1926 drawing by Bennett, Parsons & Front, suggesting 
that these areas were not necessarily intended to remain undeveloped in perpetuity. In practical 
terms, however, these areas were never developed and have remained open landscape since the 
development of the Civic Center. 

Since the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District was originally listed in 1980, some of the 
contributing buildings have been rehabilitated in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards. None of the contributing buildings have been demolished, and several new 
noncontributing buildings have been constructed. The new construction occurred on vacant 
properties and surface parking lots, and is generally compatible with the historic architecture of 
the District. Overall, the District retains a high-level of integrity and continues to convey its 
historic significance. 
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The District is formally listed in the National Register and is listed in the California Register. 
Because it is listed in the National and California Registers, the District is considered a historical 
resource under CEQA. 

Pasadena Civic Center Financial National Register Historic District  

The Civic Center Financial Historic District consists of five architecturally significant buildings 
constructed between 1905 and 1928, grouped at the intersection of Colorado Boulevard and 
Marengo Avenue. It includes two high-rise buildings, at the southeast and northeast corners of 
the intersection, and three two-story buildings immediately north on the east side of 
Marengo Avenue (Figure 3.1-8). The Financial District does not extend to Union Street or 
Garfield Avenue, making it physically separate from the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District. 
However, the Loweman Building, which lies immediately north of the Civic Center Financial 
Historic District, and directly across Union Street from the YWCA building, was determined in a 
survey conducted in 2000 to be eligible for listing in the National Register as a contributor to the 
Civic Center Financial Historic District. 

From an urban design perspective, the Civic Center Financial Historic District provides a 
meaningful transition between the public institutions of the Civic Center and the commercial 
development of Pasadena’s traditional downtown (Old Pasadena). Contributing buildings to the 
Civic Center Financial Historic District retain a high level of integrity and continue to convey their 
historic significance and important associations. The Civic Center Financial Historic District is 
listed in the National Register and is listed in the California Register. Because it is listed in the 
National and California Registers, the Civic Center Financial District is considered a historical 
resource under CEQA.  

 

Figure 3.1-8 Civic Center Financial Historic District (Marengo Avenue) 
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3.1.3 Regulatory Framework 
3.1.3.1 Federal 

National Register of Historic Places 

First authorized by the Historic Sites Act of 1935, the National Register was established by the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) as “an authoritative guide to be used by Federal, State, 
and local governments, private groups and citizens to identify the Nation’s cultural resources and 
to indicate what properties should be considered for protection from destruction or impairment.” 
The National Register of Historic Places recognizes properties that are significant at the national, 
state, and local levels.  

To be eligible for listing in the National Register, the quality of significance in American history, 
architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture must be in a district, site, building, structure, or 
object that possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association, and:  

A. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history; or 

B. Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
that represents the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent 
a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction; or 

D. Yields, or may be likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history. 

A property eligible for listing in the National Register must meet one or more of the four criteria 
(A-D) defined above. Also, unless the property possesses exceptional significance, it must be at 
least 50 years old to be eligible for National Register listing. 

In addition to meeting the criteria of significance, a property must have integrity. Historic 
integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance. According to National Register 
Bulletin 15 (U.S. Department of the Interior 1997), within the concept of integrity, the National 
Register criteria recognize seven aspects or qualities that, in various combinations, define 
integrity. To retain historic integrity a property should possess at least one, if not most, of these 
seven aspects. The retention of specific aspects of integrity is paramount for a property to convey 
its significance. The seven factors that define integrity are location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. The following is excerpted from National Register Bulletin 
15, which provides guidance on the interpretation and application of these factors: 

� Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the 
historic event occurred.  

� Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style 
of the property.  
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� Setting is the physical environment of a historic property.  

� Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular 
period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.  

� Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during 
any given period in history or prehistory.  

� Feeling is the property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period 
of time.  

� Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic 
property.  

In assessing a property’s integrity, the National Register criteria recognize that properties change 
over time; therefore, it is not necessary for a property to retain all its historic physical features or 
characteristics. The property must, however, retain the essential physical features that enable it 
to convey its historic identity.  

For properties that are considered significant under National Register criteria A and B, National 
Register Bulletin 15 states that a property that is significant for its historic association is eligible if 
it retains the essential physical features that made up its character or appearance during the 
period of its association with the important event, historical pattern, or person(s).  

In assessing the integrity of properties that are considered significant under National Register 
criterion C, National Register Bulletin 15 provides that a property important for illustrating a 
particular architectural style or construction technique must retain most of the physical features 
that constitute that style or technique.  

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
(Standards; Weeks and Grimmer 1995) provide guidance for reviewing proposed projects that 
may affect historic resources. The intent of the Standards is to assist the long-term preservation 
of a property’s significance through the preservation, rehabilitation, and maintenance of historic 
materials and features. The Standards pertain to historic buildings of all materials, construction 
types, sizes, and occupancy and encompass the exterior and interior of buildings. The Standards 
also encompass related landscape features and a building’s site and environment, as well as 
attached, adjacent, or related new construction. 

From a practical perspective, the Standards have guided agencies in carrying out historic 
preservation responsibilities at the state and local level when reviewing projects that may impact 
historic resources. The Standards have also been adopted by state and local jurisdictions across 
the country, including the City. In addition, the Standards are a useful analytic tool for 
understanding and describing potential impacts resulting from substantial changes to historic 
resources. However, under California environmental law, compliance with the Standards does not 
necessarily determine whether a project would cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an historic resource. Rather, projects that comply with the Standards benefit from 
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a regulatory presumption that their impact on a historic resource would be less than significant. 
Specifically, Section 15064.5(b)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines states: 

“Generally, a project that follows the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of 

Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing 

Historic Buildings or the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines 

for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings” (1995), Weeks and Grimmer, shall be considered as 

mitigated to a level of less than a significant impact on the historical resource.” 

The statutory language above references the standards and guidelines for four distinct historic 
“treatments,” including: (1) preservation; (2) rehabilitation; (3) restoration; and (4) 
reconstruction. The specific standards and guidelines associated with each of these possible 
treatments are provided on the National Park Service’s website regarding the treatment of 
historic resources.  

For analytical purposes, a decision must be made regarding which “treatment” standards should 
be used to analyze a project’s potential effect on historic resources. The use of the Secretary of the 
Interior’s “rehabilitation” standards (Rehabilitation Standards; Weeks and Grimmer 1995) 
provides a more conservative impact analysis for this project and accounts for the fact that the 
YWCA building would likely require some form of protection during construction activities and 
ongoing maintenance over the term of the construction.  

Guidelines for Rehabilitation 

The National Park Service encourages maintaining the integrity of a district through the 
appropriate design of infill buildings at vacant sites or sites where new buildings replace 
non-contributing buildings. The Standards are intended as general guidance for work on any 
historic building. The Guidelines for Rehabilitation (Weeks and Grimmer 1995) expand the 
discussion to sites and neighborhoods. 

As written in the Guidelines for Rehabilitation, there is a distinction, but not a fundamental 
difference, between the concerns for additions to historic buildings and new construction, or 
“infill” adjacent to historic buildings on a property or within a district. As with most matters of 
design and planning, the differences are defined by the scale, site, setting, and project. For 
example, a similarly scaled new addition with a “hyphen” (recessed connecting passageway) 
would be compatible if the addition is set back from the existing building and uses similar 
materials and a simplified design that references, but does not copy, the historic building. This 
would enable the addition to be viewed as an individual building, while being compatible with its 
surroundings. 

National Park Service Preservation Briefs 14 

In addition to the Standards and Guidelines for Rehabilitation, the National Park Service 
publishes a series of briefs, including “Preservation Briefs 14, New Exterior Additions to Historic 
Buildings: Preservation Concerns,” as revised and republished in 2010 (Weeks and Grimmer 
2010). Among the concepts presented in this brief are a balance between differentiation and 
compatibility, and subordination of the new to the old. An addition should be designed to be 
compatible with the historic character of the building and, thus, meet the Standards for 
Rehabilitation.  
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There is no formula or prescription for designing a new addition that meets the Standards. A new 
addition to a historic building that meets the Standards can be any architectural style, including 
traditional, contemporary, or a simplified version of the historic building. However, there must be 
a balance between differentiation and compatibility in order to maintain the historic character 
and the identity of the building being enlarged. New additions that too closely resemble the 
historic building or are in extreme contrast fall short of this balance. Generally, an addition needs 
to be subordinate to the historic building.  

Following are quotations from the National Park Service guidance (Weeks and Grimmer 2010). 

� “…a modern addition should be readily distinguishable from the older work; however, the 
new work should be harmonious with the old in scale, proportion, materials, and color.” 

� “Plan the new addition in a manner that provides some differentiation in material, color, 
and detailing so that the new work does not appear to be part of the historic building. The 
character of the historic resource should be identifiable after the addition is constructed.” 

3.1.3.2 State 

The California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP), as an office of the California Department of 
Parks and Recreation, implements the policies of the NHPA on a statewide level. The OHP also 
carries out the duties as set forth in the Public Resources Code (PRC) and maintains the California 
Historic Resources Inventory. The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) is an appointed 
official who implements historic preservation programs within the state’s jurisdictions. 

California Register of Historical Resources  

Created by Assembly Bill 2881, which was signed into law on September 27, 1992, the CRHR is 
“an authoritative listing and guide to be used by state and local agencies, private groups, and 
citizens in identifying the existing historical resources of the state and to indicate which 
resources deserve to be protected, to the extent prudent and feasible, from substantial adverse 
change.” The criteria for eligibility for the California Register are based upon National Register 
criteria. Certain resources are determined by the statute to be automatically included in the 
California Register, including California properties formally determined eligible for, or listed in, 
the National Register.  

The California Register consists of resources that are listed automatically and those that must be 
nominated through an application and public hearing process. The California Register 
automatically includes the following: 

� California properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places and those formally 
Determined Eligible for the National Register of Historic Places; 

� California Registered Historical Landmarks from No. 770 onward; and 

� Those California Points of Historical Interest that have been evaluated by the OHP and have 
been recommended to the State Historical Commission for inclusion on the 
California Register.  

Other resources which may be nominated to the California Register include: 
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� Individual historical resources; 

� Historical resources contributing to historic districts; 

� Historical resources identified as significant in historical resources surveys with 
significance ratings of Category 1 through 5; and 

� Historical resources designated or listed as local landmarks, or designated under any local 
ordinance, such as a historic preservation overlay zone.  

To be eligible for listing in the California Register, a historic resource must be significant at the 
local, state, or national level under one or more of the following four criteria: 

1. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of California’s history and cultural heritage; 

2. Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past; 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses 
high artistic values; or 

4. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

Additionally, a historic resource eligible for listing in the California Register must meet one or 
more of the criteria of significance described above and retain enough of its historic character or 
appearance to be recognizable as a historic resource and to convey the reasons for its 
significance. Historical resources that have been rehabilitated or restored may be evaluated for 
listing.  

Integrity under the California Register is evaluated with regard to the retention of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The resource must also be 
judged with reference to the particular criteria under which it is proposed for eligibility. It is 
possible that a historic resource may not retain sufficient integrity to meet criteria for listing in 
the National Register, but may still be eligible for listing in the California Register.  

CEQA 

When the California Register of Historical Resources was established in 1992, the Legislature 
amended CEQA, which had previously been established in 1970, to clarify which cultural 
resources are significant, as well as which project impacts are considered to be significantly 
adverse. According to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b), a project that causes a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource is a project that may have 
a significant effect on the environment. State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b)(1) states that a 
“substantial adverse change” means “physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of 
the resource or its immediate surroundings such that the significance of an historical resource 
would be materially impaired.” State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b)(2) states that, “the 
significance of an historical resource is materially impaired when a project:  
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(A) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of 
an historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its inclusion in, 
or eligibility for, inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources; or  

(B) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics 
that account for its inclusion in a local register of historical resources pursuant to Section 
5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or its identification in an historical resources 
survey meeting the requirements of Section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, unless 
the public agency reviewing the effects of the project establishes by a preponderance of 
evidence that the resource is not historically or culturally significant; or  

(C) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a 
historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its eligibility for 
inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources as determined by a lead agency for 
purposes of CEQA. Under CEQA, a historical resource is a resource that is: 

• Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register); 

• Determined eligible for the California Register by the State Historical Resources 
Commission; or 

• Included in a local register of historical resources.” 

Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines supplements the statute by providing two 
additional definitions of historical resources, which may be simplified in the following manner. 
An historical resource is a resource that is: 

• Identified as significant in an historical resource survey meeting the requirements of 
Public Resources Code 5024.1(g); 

• Determined by a Lead Agency to be historically significant or significant in the 
architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, 
political, military, or cultural annals of California. Generally, this category includes 
resources that meet the criteria for listing on the California Register 
(Pub. Res. Code SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4852). 

3.1.3.3 Local 

City of Pasadena - Criteria for Designation of Historic Resources 

The City of Pasadena follows its own process when designating historic resources. The 
Pasadena YWCA is listed as a historic monument; the criteria for designation of a historic 
monument are listed below:  

A. Evaluation of Historic Resources. When considering applications to designate a historic 
monument, landmark, historic sign, landmark tree, or landmark district, the 
Historic Preservation Commission shall apply the criteria below according to applicable 
National Register of Historic Places Bulletins for evaluating historic properties, including the 
seven aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association (U.S. Department of the Interior 1997). 
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B. Historic Monuments. 

1. A historic monument shall include all historic resources previously designated as historic 
treasures before adoption of this Chapter, historic resources that are listed in the 
National Register at the state-wide or federal level of significance (including National 
Historic Landmarks), and any historic resource that is significant at a regional, state, or 
federal level, and is an exemplary representation of a particular type of historic resource 
and meets one or more of the following criteria: 

a. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of the history of the region, state, or nation. 

b. It is associated with the lives of persons who are significant in the history of the 
region, state, or nation. 

c. It is exceptional in the embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a historic 
resource property type, period, architectural style, or method of construction, or 
that is an exceptional representation of the work of an architect, designer, engineer, 
or builder whose work is significant to the region, state, or nation, or that possesses 
high artistic values that are of regional, state-wide or national significance. 

d. It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history of the region, State, or nation. 

2. A historic monument designation may include significant public or semi-public interior 
spaces and features. 

Appendix B includes the criteria for designating landmarks, historic signs, landmark trees, or a 
landmark district; however, none of these additional designations apply to the project site. 

3.1.4 Methodology 
The methodology to evaluate project impacts to historic resources included a two-part inquiry: 
(1) a determination of whether the project site contains or is adjacent to a historically significant 
resource or resources, and if so, (2) a determination of whether the proposed project would 
result in a “substantial adverse change” in the significance of the resource or resources. This 
analysis considers the proposed project site to determine if historical resources exist either 
within or adjacent to its boundaries, and analyzes project impacts for any adverse change in the 
significance of such resources.  

Specific steps of the analysis include:  

� A review of the existing properties within, adjacent to, and in the near vicinity of the project 
site. 

� A review of any previous evaluations of properties on or in the vicinity of the project site 
through historic survey or other official action. 

� Analysis and evaluation of any potential historic resources. 
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� Review of the required consideration of historic resources under CEQA. 

� Analysis of potential adverse effects of the proposed project to historic resources and 
mitigation measures. 

The analysis is informed by national, state, and local guidelines, described in Section 3.1.3, 
Regulatory Framework, above. This analysis was prepared using sources related to the project 
site’s development. The following primary and secondary sources were consulted: 

� Sanborn Fire Insurance maps 

� Historic photographs, aerial photographs, and local histories 

� National Register of Historic Places Inventory nomination forms 

� Architectural and Historical Inventory, City of Pasadena 

� List of Designated Historic Properties, City of Pasadena 

� Archival sources from the Pasadena Museum of History 

� Local History Collection, the Pasadena Star-News Archives, and the Los Angeles Times 
Archives. 

3.1.5 Thresholds of Significance 
The City uses thresholds derived from Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines as its thresholds 
of significance for impacts associated with cultural resources. Based on Appendix G, and the 
findings of the Initial Study prepared for the proposed project (provided in Appendix A), the 
proposed project would have a significant impact to cultural resources if it would:  

� Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as defined in 
State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5. 

� Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5. 

The State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5 indicates that a project would have a significant 
impact on historical resources if it would result in a substantial adverse change in the significance 
of a historical resource. A substantial adverse change in significance occurs if the project involves 
“physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate 
surroundings such that the significance of an historical resource would be materially impaired.” 

As indicated above, the Initial Study determined that the proposed project would result in a less 
than significant impact to human remains and paleontological resources. Therefore, thresholds 
relating to these issues are not identified within this section. See the Initial Study in Appendix A of 
this EIR for more information about these topics. 
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3.1.6 Project Impacts 
This section discusses potential impacts on historic resources associated with the development of 
the proposed project and provides mitigation measures where necessary and appropriate. As 
discussed in Section 3.1.2.3, the Pasadena YWCA, the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District, and 
the Civic Center Financial Historic District are considered historic resources under CEQA. The 
Robinson Memorial and Sister City Trees are not considered historic resources under CEQA. 
Impacts to the Robinson Memorial and Sister City Trees are discussed in Section 3.3, Land Use 

and Planning.  

Impact CULTURAL-1. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of a historical resource as defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5? 

A substantial adverse change to a historic resource could occur through demolition, destruction, 
relocation, or alteration that materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics 
of the historic resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its eligibility for 
inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources as determined by a lead agency for 
purposes of CEQA.  

Demolition or Destruction 

The proposed project would not demolish or destroy a historical resource. The proposed project 
does not propose or anticipate demolition of any portion of the Pasadena YWCA, the U.S. Post 
Office, City Hall or any other contributing building to the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District.  

The new building associated with the YWCA Kimpton Hotel Project would remove and replace the 
existing surface parking lot and a portion of the landscaped area on the project site. The new 
building would also remove a small portion of public landscape area that has been present since 
construction of the Civic Center began in the late 1920s. Potential impacts associated with these 
removals are discussed below. 

New construction that is adjacent to or related to an existing historic resource is addressed in 
Standard 9 of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. Standard 9 states in 
part: “New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.” The new 
construction portion of the proposed project would alter the spatial relationships on the property 
by inserting a new building in an area historically characterized by a parking lot and open space. 
In order for this alteration to be considered a substantial adverse change, however, it must be 
shown that the integrity and/or significance of the YWCA would be materially impaired by the 
proposed adjacent new construction.  

The new construction would be confined to the south and east portions of the block and would be 
spatially separate and distinct from the existing YWCA building (although the new building would 
be linked to the existing YWCA building on the Holly Street facade by a bridge on the second 
level). Because of this separation, the new construction would not materially alter or demolish 
any portion of the YWCA building.  
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As noted above, the L-shaped new building would remove the surface parking lot and effectively 
enclose the interior courtyard space from the south and east. The surface parking lot has been 
characteristic of the immediate setting of the Pasadena YWCA for much of its history. Regardless, 
the parking lot is a feature of the YWCA site that is not critical to understanding the building’s 
original use, architecture, configuration, siting, or contribution to the Pasadena Civic Center 
Historic District. 

The proposed project would conform to Standard 9 because maintaining the portion of the 
project site as parking and landscaped area is not critical to understanding the historic 
significance of the Pasadena YWCA. Ultimately, the YWCA building would continue to convey its 
historic significance after construction and the building would not be materially impaired. The 
general configuration and orientation of the YWCA building would remain discernible after 
construction, and the primary north-, west-, and south-facing facades would remain intact and 
unobstructed. The project would also maintain the interior courtyard and provide a spatial buffer 
between the existing YWCA building and the new construction. For these reasons, the significance 
and integrity of the YWCA building would remain intact and the building would retain its 
eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places both individually and as a 
contributor to the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District, its eligibility for listing in the 
California Register of Historical Resources both individually and as a contributor to the District, 
and its status as a City of Pasadena historic monument. 

Although the new building would remove a small portion of landscaped area that has been a 
feature of the Civic Center throughout its existence, this loss would not reduce the overall 
integrity of the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District such that its historic significance would be 
threatened. All of the contributing buildings to the Historic District would remain intact, as would 
the street pattern, sidewalks, parkways and the majority of its landscape areas. The Pasadena 
Civic Center Historic District would continue to convey its historic significance. 

Impacts from removal of the parking lot and small section of landscaped area on the historic 
significance of the Pasadena YWCA and the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District would be less 
than significant.  

Relocation 

The YCWA Kimpton Hotel Project would not relocate any significant historical resource on or in 
the vicinity of the project site. The proposed project would not relocate any part of the 
Pasadena YWCA or any contributing building of the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District. There 
would be no impacts on historic resources relative to relocation of a resource.  

Rehabilitation and Alteration 

Pasadena YWCA 

The proposed project would rehabilitate and adaptively reuse the Pasadena YWCA, which is listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the Pasadena Civic Center Historic 
District, is listed in the California Register of Historical Resources as a contributor to the District, 
and is a designated historic monument by the City of Pasadena. The Pasadena YWCA also appears 
to be eligible for listing as an individual resource in the National Register and California Register. 
The proposed project would rehabilitate the first floor of the existing YWCA building to include 
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the hotel lobby, registration area, and restaurant. The existing Pasadena YWCA gymnasium and 
swimming pool spaces would become hotel ballrooms. The second and third floors of the existing 
YWCA building would be rehabilitated into 13 guestrooms and suites, hotel meeting rooms, and 
support spaces, and the roof level would be converted to an outdoor, rooftop pool area. The 
existing basement would provide for kitchen storage, general storage, mechanical rooms and 
administrative function space. Without mitigation, rehabilitation of the existing Pasadena YWCA 
building has the potential to alter or remove character-defining features that are important in 
conveying the historic significance of the property. This would be a potentially significant impact.  

The proposed project would also construct a six-story building adjacent to the YWCA building on 
land currently used for surface parking and as a public landscape area. As described above, the 
parking and landscaping are not critical to understanding the historic significance of the 
Pasadena YWCA; therefore, their removal would not affect the integrity or historic significance of 
the YWCA building.  

However, the addition of the new building would alter the existing spatial relationships on the 
property by inserting a new building in an area historically characterized by a parking lot and 
landscaped area. Despite altering the original spatial setting by enclosing the interior space that 
has been historically open to the east of the YWCA building, the proposed project would maintain 
the interior grade-level courtyard between the two wings of the YWCA building, and the historic 
configuration and orientation of the YWCA building would remain intact and discernible. The 
proposed new hotel building would occupy a smaller footprint than the Pasadena YWCA but 
would be substantially taller. The existing building is 44 feet 6 inches tall, and the proposed new 
building would be 60 feet tall at its highest point. The proposed project would block public sight 
lines to the south-facing facade of the YWCA’s north wing. Public views of the courtyard facing 
facades, however, are not critical to the perception of the YWCA’s original massing and 
configuration or its important architectural features. Important street views of the primary YWCA 
facades from the west along Marengo Avenue, from the north along Holly Street, and from the 
south along Union Street would remain unimpeded and would not be obscured by the proposed 
project. Moreover, the incremental setbacks at the upper floors would reduce the perception of 
height above the fourth floor when viewed from Union Street. The YWCA building would be 
connected to the new building solely by a bridge at the third floor of the new construction to the 
rooftop of the north wing of the YWCA building. The bridge connection to the rooftop of the 
swimming pool wing would be minimally invasive with minor material loss, and the new 
construction would not materially alter or demolish any portion of the YWCA building. 

The significance and integrity of the YWCA building would remain intact and the building would 
retain its eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributor to the 
Pasadena Civic Center Historic District, its listing in the California Register of Historical Resources 
as a contributor to the District, and its status as a City of Pasadena historic monument. The YWCA 
building would also remain eligible for individual listing in the National Register and California 
Register. The impact of the new building on the historic significance of the YWCA building would 
be less than significant. 
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Pasadena Civic Center Historic District 

New construction would be within the district boundaries and within the vicinity of several 
buildings that are district contributors. In addition to the YWCA, the closest district contributors 
are the U.S. Post Office building at the southwest corner of Garfield Avenue and Union Street, and 
Pasadena City Hall located east of the project site across Garfield Avenue. The height and 
placement of the new building would alter some sightlines within the District. Views looking east 
from Union Street towards City Hall would be altered. Union Street is a one-way westbound 
street, so motorists do not typically experience that view shed, although pedestrian views would 
be affected. The new building would partially block existing views of the U.S. Post Office looking 
south from Garfield Avenue at the Holly Street intersection. Both City Hall and the U.S. Post Office 
building would continue to be viewable from most vantage points and the interruption of the 
existing views would not reduce the significance or integrity of City Hall, the U.S. Post Office 
building, or the District.  

The new construction would occupy a portion of the landscaped area fronting Garfield Avenue 
between Holly and Union Streets and alter the symmetrical arrangement of landscaped areas that 
mirror one another on both sides of Holly Street facing City Hall. The loss of symmetry would be 
most apparent when viewed from above, looking west and down from the rotunda observation 
area of City Hall. This area is not open to the public. The effect would be much less discernable 
from street level on Garfield Avenue or Holly Street because the remaining landscape south of 
Holly Street would continue to generally read as landscape despite encroachment and the design 
and massing of the existing buildings on the flanking blocks north and south of Holly Street are 
not symmetrical. The street pattern, sidewalks, and majority of landscaped areas that 
characterize the District would remain intact. 

The new addition would conform to Rehabilitation Standards 9 and 10 that relate to new 
buildings adjacent to historic resources. Standard 9 in part states: “The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale 
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.” The 
proposed new construction would be differentiated from adjacent historic resources. It would be 
a contemporary design with balanced symmetrical proportions and would recall historic features 
that complement the Mediterranean Revival architecture of the Pasadena YWCA, City Hall, the 
U.S. Post Office, and other contributing buildings to the District. 

The proposed project would be compatible with the adjacent historic resources and the historic 
character of the District in terms of materials, features, and proportion. The new building is 
L-shaped in plan and has massing similar and complementary to the existing adjacent YWCA 
building. It also recalls traditional historic architectural design details found within the District 
including symmetrical arrangement, similarly proportioned fenestration, punched windows, 
cement plaster finishes, and tiled roof. 

At six stories (60 feet), the proposed new building would be taller than most of the contributing 
buildings, which range between two and five stories high. However, it would not be taller than the 
building component of City Hall, which is 64 feet 6 inches. This contrast in scale, however, is in 
keeping with the existing condition of the Civic Center area which includes non-contributing 
buildings up to nine stories in height. The project would conform to Standard 9 because it would 
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be differentiated from the historic resources adjacent to the site and would be compatible with 
the size, scale, proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the site and its surroundings.  

Standard 10 states: “New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken 
in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired.” The proposed project would not be an 
addition to the historic YWCA building but it would construct a new building immediately 
adjacent. The two buildings would be connected by a narrow bridge from the third floor terrace 
of the new building to the rooftop of the north wing of the existing building, with minimal 
material alteration to the YWCA building. As such, if the new construction were to be removed in 
the future, the form and integrity of the historic YWCA building, and the historic district, would be 
preserved. The proposed project would conform to Standard 10. 

Preservation Briefs 14 states: “A new addition must preserve significant historic materials, 
features and form, and it must be compatible but differentiated from the historic building. To 
achieve this, it is necessary to carefully consider the placement or location of the new addition, 
and its size, scale and massing when planning a new addition. …Inherent in all of the guidance is 
the concept that an addition needs to be subordinate to the historic building.” 

As previously stated, the proposed project would retain and rehabilitate significant historic 
materials, features and form, and the new building would be compatible but differentiated from 
the historic YWCA building.  

As suggested in the guidance, the new construction would not obscure any primary facades and 
would retain existing spatial configurations. The L-shaped new building would be placed to the 
south and east of the YWCA building, adjacent to the secondary facades and retain the existing 
central courtyard. The new building would not abut the existing building and would be a separate 
volume except for a bridge connection at the northeast corner. 

The proposed new building would be taller than the existing YWCA, but would have a smaller 
footprint. It would be shorter than the main building area of the adjacent City Hall. It would 
balance differentiation of building design with compatible massing and proportion, located and 
scaled to be subordinate to the adjacent historic buildings.  

The proposed project’s alterations to the spatial relationships in the District and removal of 
landscaped area would not reduce the integrity of any historic resources such that the historic 
significance of these resources would be threatened. Therefore, the proposed project would have 
a less-than-significant impact to the historic significance and integrity of the Pasadena Civic 
Center Historic District and eligibility for listing of resources within the District.  

Civic Center Financial Historic District 

The proposed project would not alter any historic resources in the Civic Center Financial Historic 
District and would have no effect on historic resources in the Civic Center Financial Historic 
District or on the adjacent Loweman Building. 
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Mitigation Measures 

Impacts from demolition associated with removal of the parking lot and part of the landscaped 
area adjacent to the YWCA building would be less than significant and no mitigation is required. 
Impacts from alteration to a historic resource by adding a new building adjacent to the YWCA 
building and in the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District would be less than significant and no 
mitigation is required. The project would have no impacts associated with relocation. 

To address the potentially significant impact associated with rehabilitation of the YWCA building, 
Mitigation Measure (MM) CULTURAL-1 is recommended.  

MM-CULTURAL-1: Compliance with Secretary of Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation 

The applicant will engage a historic preservation consultant that meets the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards to oversee the design development for 
compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. Design development 
will also be guided by the 2011 Pasadena YWCA Rehabilitation Study prepared for the City of 
Pasadena by Architectural Resources Group. The historic preservation consultant will conduct 
on-site construction monitoring throughout the construction phase. The historic preservation 
consultant will submit monthly written progress memoranda confirming Standards compliance 
and a final report prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy by the City. 

Residual Impacts 

With implementation of MM-CULTURAL-1, impacts associated with rehabilitation of the 
Pasadena YWCA would be less than significant. With mitigation, the proposed project would have 
no substantial adverse impacts to historic resources because the Pasadena YWCA building and 
the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District would retain sufficient integrity to convey their 
significance and remain eligible for listing in the National Register and/or the California Register 
and as a City of Pasadena historic monument.  

Conditions of Approval  

The following Conditions of Approval (COA) are recommended to further protect historic 
resources. 

COA-CULTURAL-1: On-Site Interpretive Display 

The Project shall include an onsite interpretive display commemorating the history of the 
Pasadena YWCA and its historic significance. This display may include historic photos, drawings, 
and text. The content and design of the interpretive display shall be reviewed and approved by 
the Design Commission prior to installation and installation shall occur prior to issuance of a 
Certificate of Occupancy. 

COA-CULTURAL-2: Pasadena YWCA Documentation 

The Pasadena YWCA building shall be photographed to document the existing condition for the 
historic record prior to issuance of a building permit for any demolition, abatement, or 
rehabilitation work. Documentation shall include large format (4” x 5” negative or larger) 
photographs in accordance with Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) guidelines 
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(both prints and digital files). Views shall include all exterior elevations for each building, 
important interior features, key spatial relationships among buildings, and exterior hardscape 
features. Building plans and a photo key shall accompany the photographs. One original copy of 
the documentation as specified above shall be assembled and sent to the Southern California 
Information Center at California State University Fullerton. One set shall be provided to the 
City of Pasadena Design & Historic Preservation archive. One additional set shall be offered to 
and, if accepted, deposited in the archives of the Pasadena Museum of History. One additional set 
shall be offered to and, if accepted, deposited in the Pasadena Public Library. 

Impact CULTURAL-2. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 

15064.5?  

There are no known prehistoric or historic archeological sites on the project site, and the site was 
previously graded and disturbed to support the existing development. In addition, the project site 
has been subject to extensive ground disturbance due to previous development of the site and 
surrounding areas. The proposed project would require minimal excavation; nevertheless there is 
a potential that construction of the project could encounter previously undiscovered 
archeological resources. This would be a potentially significant impact to archaeological 
resources.  

Mitigation Measures 

To address the potentially significant impact on archaeological resources associated with project 
construction, MM-CULTURAL-2 is recommended.  

MM-CULTURAL-2: Protection of Archaeological Resources  

If archaeological resources are encountered during project construction, all construction 
activities in the vicinity of the find shall halt until an archaeologist certified by the Society of 
Professional Archaeologists examines the site, identifies the archaeological significance of the 
find, and recommends a course of action. Construction shall not resume until the site 
archaeologist states in writing that the proposed construction activities will not significantly 
damage archaeological resources. 

Residual Impacts 

With implementation of MM-CULTURAL-2, impacts on archaeological resources would be less 
than significant. 

3.1.7 Cumulative Impacts 
Implementation of the proposed project, in combination with past, present, and potential future 
cumulative development in the City of Pasadena, as reflected in the adopted growth plans for the 
area (see Table 3-1), may result in the demolition and alteration of existing historic structures, 
which has the potential to significantly alter the historic character of Pasadena. Citywide historic 
resource impact analyses would be conducted for each project planned within, or in the 
immediate vicinity of, an historic structure or district, and future projects would be required to 
comply with mitigation measures identified to reduce the severity of potential impacts to historic 
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and cultural resources. City development projects must also be in compliance with state and 
federal historic preservation guidelines, as well as City requirements, which would address the 
potential for impacts associated with future individual projects on a case-by-case basis. 
Nevertheless, cumulative projects have the potential to result in a cumulatively significant impact 
to historic resources in the City. 

The Union Street Condominiums Project is located directly across East Union Street from the 
proposed project. The Union Street Condominiums Project site is ineligible for listing on the 
National Register, California Register, and as a Pasadena Landmark; however, the site includes a 
sign that is a locally designated historic resource in the Historic Sign Category. With mitigation, 
impacts of the Union Street Condominiums Project on the historic sign would be less than 
significant (City of Pasadena 2015). In addition, the Union Street Condominiums Project site is 
located adjacent to the Loweman Building, which lies directly across Union Street from the YWCA 
building. The Loweman Building was not identified as a contributor to the Civic Center Financial 
Historic District at the time of its nomination (1981). However, a more current survey conducted 
in 2000 concluded that the building appeared eligible for listing in the National Register, as a 
contributor to the Civic Center Financial Historic District, and it was treated as such in the Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Union Street Condominiums Project. That 
IS/MND determined that the Union Street Condominiums Project would not have a significant 
impact on the Loweman Building or any of the other nearby historic resources. Specifically, the 
project would not negatively impact the integrity of the nearby historic resources and they would 
remain listed or eligible for listing (City of Pasadena 2015).  

Without mitigation, the YWCA Kimpton Hotel project could incrementally contribute to a 
cumulative impact to historic resources; such a contribution would represent a cumulatively 
considerable impact to historic resources. However, with implementation of MM-CULTURAL-1, 
the proposed project would have no substantial adverse impacts to historic resources. With 
mitigation, the Pasadena YWCA building and the Pasadena Civic Center Historic District would 
retain sufficient integrity to convey their significance and remain eligible for listing in the 
National Register and the California Register, and as a City of Pasadena historic monument. 
Moreover, the YWCA Kimpton Hotel project would not have an adverse impact on the Civic Center 
Financial District or on the Loweman Building. As a result, the proposed project, in combination 
with the Union Street Condominiums Project, would not have a cumulative impact on the 
Pasadena Civic Center Historic District, the Civic Center Financial District, or the Loweman 
Building. Further, the project’s contribution to the potential citywide significant cumulative 
impact to historic resources would not be cumulatively considerable.  

Implementation of the proposed project, in combination with past, present, and potential future 
cumulative development in the City of Pasadena, as reflected in the adopted growth plans for the 
area (see Table 3-1), may result in the destruction of archaeological resources; therefore, 
cumulative projects have the potential to result in a cumulatively significant impact to 
archaeological resources in the City. No archaeological resources are expected to found on the 
project site and, should this occur, MM-CULTURAL-2 would ensure that no significant impacts 
would result. Therefore, the project’s contribution to the potential significant cumulative impact 
on archaeological resources would not be cumulatively considerable. 
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