
City of Pasadena Arts and Culture Relief Grant 2020 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

 

Q: I missed the Technical Assistance Workshop, but I have a question, what should I do? 
A: Email your question to jfil-contractor@cityofpasadena.net and you will receive a reply by email.  The 
meeting was not mandatory. 
 
Q: The application is not a fillable format, can I recreate it in word?  
A: We can send you a word document. Please send a request by email:  
jfil-contractor@cityofpasadena.net 
 
Q: In what format should we return the application? 
A: Send your application by email to: jfil-contractor@cityofpasadena.net 
Format preferred is one (1) pdf document containing the application and all the attachments. That said, 
if you have difficulties converting your documents to pdf and merging them into one document, just 
send all the documents in one email.  Thank you for asking! 
 
Q: I missed the deadline, will there be another chance to apply?  
A: No, there will only be one application open from October 5-19, 2020.  
 
Q: I am an artist, can I apply for a grant for financial losses I have had due to the pandemic?  
A: No, this grant is only open to Pasadena-based, nonprofit arts and culture organizations. 
 
Q: May we apply for funding above our budget? 
A: You may apply for funding that relates to COVID-19 losses due to cancellations of events, 
performances, fundraisers, costs incurred due to the pandemic such as the cost of creating digital 
content, home offices, PPE, staff costs, rent, etc.  (please see eligible expenses section in the Guidelines) 
You may not apply for funding that is greater than your operating budget. 
 
Q: Is there a limit on the grant text either per section or overall? 
A: No, there is no character or word limit 
 
Q: Should we prorate our annual subscriptions to cover only the ten-month period of losses 
recognized in the grant application? For example, we have subscription with a company for social 
media posting--should we use the whole $150 annual fee, or should we use $125(10/12 of the annual 
fee)? 
A: Prorate the cost to the 10 months covered in this grant: March 1-December 30, 2020 
 
Q: May a Pasadena-based, fiscally-sponsored, arts and culture organization apply for funding? 
A: Yes.  Please apply.  Fiscally-sponsored Pasadena-based arts and cultural organizations may be 
considered.  Pasadena-related programming losses and expenses must be attributable to the 
organization and not to the fiscal sponsor.   
 
Q: Our organization’s fiscal year is different from the calendar year – which budget should I include? 
A: If there was more than one operating year effected by the pandemic (e.g. your fiscal year was April 
1,2019-March 31,2020 or July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020) include both operating budgets.  
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The following are two similar questions: 
Q: If I had an original operating Budget and now have a revised budget with Actuals, should I include 
them both?  
Q: Question 8 asks for an FY19-20 Operating budget; should we submit our Board-approved FY20 
budget (created in Spring 2019 based on our expectations for the year) or our unaudited final 
numbers which more accurately reflect our current financial standing based on the impact of the 
pandemic? 
A: Please provide both with explanations/narrative.  More information is preferrable to not enough 
information.  It’s generally better if the Panelists have fewer questions about your application and 
financial documentation. 
 
Q: If our organization has already applied for funding through LA County, can we apply for funding for 
the same costs? 
A: As you may not receive the full reimbursement for your COVID-related losses and expenses from the 
pending LA County grant, and you may have other costs (eligible through this grant), you may apply for 
those costs.  The point of this grant is not to be duplicative of funding you have already received or are 
likely to receive.  If you apply for this grant for eligible  funds you have also applied for to another entity 
and award(s) are made, you will let us know what portion is paid by another funder and what balance 
remains as a loss for your organization.  
 
Q: Our organization has received a Paycheck Protection Program loan which has covered costs and for 
which we are now applying for loan forgiveness.  We have also received an Economic Injury Disaster 
Loan (which remains unspent but on which we are paying interest).  Can we apply for costs covered by 
PPP loan?  
A: If you have not received loan forgiveness for PPP loan, and the costs covered were operational costs 
that are eligible for funding with this grant, you may apply (please see eligible expenses section in the 
Guidelines).  Regarding the EIDL loan, consider if you have other costs, not covered by the PPP loan, that 
you could apply for with this grant that would then allow your organization to not utilize the EIDL loan.   
 
Q: Will we be audited if we receive funds?  
A: If you receive these funds, you may be required to show that your organization used the funds for 
eligible expenses not previously paid by other grants, so please keep records of your eligible expenses 
for 3 years.  If records of your eligible expenses are requested and your organization is not able to 
provide documentation, you may be required to return all or part of the grant award. 


