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Pasadena Housing Element Task Force  
Meeting #4 Summary  

July 22, 2021 

Introduction 

The City of Pasadena Housing Element Task Force conducted its fourth meeting on July 22, 2021.  The 

meeting focused on review of the draft Housing Element goals/policies/programs and housing sites 

inventory, with consideration of comments made by the Planning Commission at its review of the same 

materials at a July 14, 2021 study session. Prior to the meeting, Task Force members were provided with 

the draft goals/policies/programs and sites inventory.  The meeting also included a short discussion of 

affirmatively furthering fair housing (AFFH), a new Housing Element requirement.  

Roll was not taken, but approximately two-thirds of the members attended.  The meeting was conducted 

in an on-line format due to restrictions on public gatherings imposed by COVID-19.  Members of the 

Housing Element consulting team, MIG, Inc., made a summary presentation and took meeting notes.  

Chair Bill Bogaard led the meeting discussion. 

At the meeting conclusion, Chair Bogaard proposed that the Task Force calendar dates for four meetings 

intended to: 1) strengthen program language, 2) identify eight to 12 priority commitments, 3) highlight 

the most promising housing programs, and 4) hear from expert guest speakers regarding innovative 

housing ideas.  Suggested dates were August 12, September 9 and 30, and October 21. 

Presentation and Discussion 

MIG staff provided a summary of all public comments received to date, presented the new draft housing 

programs, and gave an overview of AFFH requirements. Chair Bogaard led the Task Force through a 90-

minute facilitated discussion around this question: “Have any potential programs been overlooked?”  

Task Force members offered many recommendations for strengthening the language in the draft 

Housing Element and adding programs to address the many housing issues identified through the 

process.  The following summarizes comments by topic. 

Continuing Oversight of Housing Policies and Programs 

 At the Planning Commission meeting on July 14, 2021, Commissioners generally concurred that 
some form of a Housing Task Force or Commission should be continued to oversee housing 
policy and programs.  Only one Commissioner disagreed. 

 Consider establishing the position of Housing Authority, with responsibilities including proactive 
housing production. 
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 Use the Planning Commission as the body to direct housing policy rather than a new 
commission.  Consider a housing advisory body instead. 
 

Current Task Force Work 

 Once the City has received comments on the draft Housing Element from HCD, convene an all-
day Task Force meeting to discuss planned responses and reach consensus. 

 The Task Force needs the opportunity to review the AFFH analysis in depth. 
 

Housing Sites 

 The City needs a strong commitment to distributing affordable housing citywide.  This should be 
considered as the Specific Plans are being updated. 

 In the sites inventory, make sure the current status of proposed projects is reflected to avoid 
public confusion (e.g., remove the project at Villa/Los Robles). 

 In the sites inventory, include information about the likelihood of site redevelopment. 
 What is the likelihood of the USPS property on Lincoln Avenue and its annex transitioning to 

housing? 
 The Caltrans properties on the former I-710 extension route are excellent housing sites. 
 Look again at PUSD sites. 
 Identify aging commercial properties, like the Sears site, that could transition to housing. 
 PUSD needs to prepare a land inventory.  It should also assess what types of housing PUSD 

families need. 
 For City-owned and PUSD-owned properties, use a Request for Qualifications process to identify 

potential development partners. 
 Include the former grocery store property at 3841 E. Michillinda in the sites inventory. 

 
Housing Types 

 Emphasize the need to provide more “bridge” housing for unhoused individuals. 
 Allow for motel conversions as a by-right process; use performance standards to facilitate 

conversions administratively. 
 

Parking 

 Parking reductions should be considered carefully and not just reduced across the board. 
 

Rent Stabilization/Control and Rental Property Protections 

 The City needs to adopt a rent stabilization ordinance.   Look at the recently adopted ordinance 
by Culver City.  

 Establish a rental registry. 
 

Tenant Protections 

 Provide tenants with the right to legal counsel (particularly regarding evictions). 
 Provide a program that gives tenants the first right of purchase.  Look at the Los Angeles County 

pilot program, as well as ordinances of Inglewood, San Francisco, and Santa Monica. 
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Policy and Program Ideas 

 Incentivize the most-needed type of housing. 
 Pursue Section 202 funding for senior housing. 
 Partner with religious institutions for housing production on their properties. 
 Include a policy to eliminate the overconcentration of high-end housing. 
 Include goals and policies regarding environmental sustainability. 
 Add a goal to eliminate chronic homelessness. 

 
Processes 

 CEQA is an important check on developers. 
 

Fair Housing 

 Establish a road map for implementing fair housing programs: priorities, timing, responsibility. 
 

Other Topics/Comments 

 The Housing Element needs to send a message to developers: this is what Pasadena expects. 
 Green space is critically important to include in or near new housing development. 
 Be mindful of infrastructure impacts when adding thousands of new units. 
 Manufactured housing could be an affordable housing option. 
 Often the concentration of particular populations—such as ethnic groups—creates tight 

community bonds.  This needs to be a consideration as the City looks to distribute affordable 
housing citywide. 

 In the Housing Element, acknowledge the COVID-19 pandemic and how it has affected the 
housing market. 

 Identify ways to fund affordable housing. 
 The City needs to change land use policy and rezone to allow mixed-density neighborhoods. 
 The Housing Element does not need to address all ideas raised by the Task Force since they may 

already be addressed by other General Plan elements. 
 The Inclusionary Housing Ordinance in-lieu fees do not fund many new units. 
 

 

                                                               


