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Vision Statement
The Central District will function as the City of
Pasadena’s vibrant urban core, providing a
diversity of economic, residential, and cultural
opportunities. Downtown will be a place to
work, shop, live, and play, with convenient
access by foot, bicycle, and transit, as well as
by car. Physical and economic growth will
support this role and respect the numerous
resources of historical and cultural significance
that contribute to Downtown’s unique identity.

Discussion The Central District lies at the heart of the City of Pasadena. It
contributes many of the civic and cultural institutions that make
Pasadena a regional center with world-wide recognition. It is also
the City’s center of commerce and government, as well as home to
many of Pasadena’s residents. In this role, the Central District can
anticipate much of the City’s future growth. The challenge is to
direct this growth to achieve a high quality of life for the entire
community – to make a desirable place to live, work, study, play,
grow-up, raise a family, and age with dignity and grace. The above
Vision Statement is a concise presentation of those qualities that the
community envisions for its Downtown. The Policy Framework that
follows supports this vision and further defines the role of Downtown
within the City.
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Planning Objectives
GROWTH WILL BE TARGETED TO SERVE
COMMUNITY NEEDS AND ENHANCE THE
QUALITY OF LIFE.
In accordance with the General Plan, the Central
District is one of the Specific Plan areas toward which
growth will be directed. The purpose is to create an
exciting urban core with diverse economic, residential,
and cultural opportunities. However, it is necessary to
further specify the location, character, and quality of
growth. A rich mixture of compatible uses and
activities throughout the Downtown is especially
important.

Central District SPECIFY QUALITY GROWTH. Balanced, high-quality growth will
Objective 1 provide opportunities to live, work, shop, and play in the Downtown,
and contribute to the physical appearance and socio-economic wellbeing of the City.
Central District IDENTIFY GROWTH AREAS. Downtown growth and development
Objective 2 will be directed toward the most appropriate locations, with the
intention of 1) protecting existing residential neighborhoods; 2)
supporting transit usage; 3) and revitalizing underutilized areas.
Central District DEVELOP URBAN LAND PATTERNS. Development patterns will
Objective 3 support Downtown’s role as Pasadena’s distinctive urban core,
emphasizing a vibrant community with diverse opportunities.
Transit-oriented, pedestrian-oriented and mixed use development
will be encouraged.
Central District EXPAND OPEN SPACE NETWORK. Downtown will feature an
Objective 4 extensive network of public, semi-public and private open spaces,
including street and alleys, parks, urban plazas, and other
improvements that will augment and expand the existing network.
Central District BUILD HOUSING DOWNTOWN. Downtown will offer a range of
Objective 5 housing opportunities, with provisions for the construction of new
market-rate and affordable housing units, as well as non-traditional
forms of housing, such as work-live accommodations.
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CHANGE WILL BE HARMONIZED TO
PRESERVE PASADENA’S HISTORIC
CHARACTER AND ENVIRONMENT.
A significant number of Pasadena’s architecturally and
culturally significant buildings and landscapes are
located Downtown. Collectively, they are an important
part of the City’s identity. Because much of the City’s
growth is targeted for Downtown, it is imperative that
these resources are protected and that new
development contribute to Downtown’s unique
character.

Central District REINFORCE DISTRICT CHARACTER. The distinctive character
Objective 6 of Downtown and its unique Sub-districts will be maintained and
further enhanced. New development will respond to the area’s
architectural heritage with sensitivity and offer creative design
solutions.
Central District PRESERVE HISTORIC & CULTURAL RESOURCES. Downtown
Objective 7 will retain its cultural heritage through recognition and protection of
culturally and historically significant resources. Adaptive reuse and
infill development that respect existing resources will be
encouraged; adaptive reuse should receive favorable consideration
when the original uses of an historic building are no longer feasible.
Central District CONSERVE IN-TOWN NEIGHBORHOODS. Downtown’s
Objective 8 residential neighborhoods will continue to provide a desirable living
environment. Sound residential dwellings will be retained and new
residential development will respect the character and scale of
existing residences.
Central District PROTECT LANDSCAPE RESOURCES. Downtown’s public outdoor
Objective 9 spaces will remain a community asset through protection and
enhancement of important landscape resources, including the area’s
mature street trees.
Central District SUPPORT TRADITIONAL URBAN PATTERNS. New construction
Objective 10 and contemporary design will reinforce Downtown’s traditional
development patterns, respond to the surrounding context, and
contribute to Pasadena’s status as an inviting and memorable place.
Streets will support public activity and buildings will be scaled to
the presence of people.
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ECONOMIC VITALITY WILL BE PROMOTED
TO PROVIDE JOBS, SERVICES, REVENUE,
AND OPPORTUNITIES.
The Central District functions as Pasadena’s primary
center of government, business, financial, and retail
activity. Therefore, the City’s fiscal health is heavily
dependent on a strong Downtown economy. To build a
stronger and more diverse economic base, Downtown
must leverage its many resources to retain and attract
desired business enterprise. Downtown is especially
well-positioned to benefit from the global shift toward a
knowledge-based economy.

Central District PROVIDE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY. Downtown will provide
Objective 11 opportunities for private investment so as to capture the area’s
economic development potential. This will include the opportunity
to develop vacant and underutilized land in a manner that is
compatible with the vision of balanced growth.
Central District DIVERSIFY DOWNTOWN ECONOMY. Downtown will support a
Objective 12 healthy mix of business activity, including enterprises adapted to the
emerging knowledge-based economy, and entrepreneurial activity
such as home-based work and the incubation of small business.
Central District ENCOURAGE BUSINESS RETENTION. Downtown business will
Objective 13 be retained and nurtured, promoting long-term investment in the
community. Accordingly, Downtown will provide convenient access
to local resources, services and amenities, including child care
facilities and public transportation.
Central District PROMOTE JOB GROWTH. Compatible economic development will
Objective 14 provide new and expanded job opportunities in the Downtown. Job
expansion will benefit from physical and economic linkages with the
City’s abundant resources - cultural, corporate, scientific, and
educational.
Central District MAINTAIN FISCAL HEALTH. Downtown will maintain a vital local
Objective 15 economy that continues to function as the primary business,
financial, retailing and government center of the City.
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PASADENA WILL BE PROMOTED AS A
HEALTHY FAMILY COMMUNITY.
In its role as Pasadena’s urban core, the Central
District addresses one or more needs of virtually all of
the City’s occupants. Consequently the well-being of
the entire community rests in Downtown’s position as a
place where a diversity of people can thrive. This
begins with meeting the most basic needs: a safe and
attractive community; suitable housing; and an
effective range of accessible services.

Central District BUILD A DIVERSE COMMUNITY. Downtown will play a key role
Objective 16 in building and maintaining a diverse community. Support for
outstanding K-12 education and the provision of affordable housing
will be critical to this effort.
Central District PROVIDE ADEQUATE SERVICES. A coordinated network of
Objective 17 public and private institutions, and service organizations will support
the social, cultural and economic life of Downtown, addressing the
needs of a multiplicity of peoples and lifestyles. This objective
acknowledges the importance of convenient access to services.
Central District PROMOTE COMMUNITY SAFETY. Downtown will be a safe and
Objective 18 secure place for its occupants. Physical design strategies that
generate vitality, populate public space, and create a self-policing
environment will be encouraged.
Central District OFFER SUITABLE HOUSING. Downtown housing will meet proper
Objective 19 standards of maintenance, and accommodate a variety of income
levels and lifestyles.
Central District INCREASE RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITY. Downtown will
Objective 20 accommodate a wide range of active and passive recreational
activities, making optimum use of available facilities and resources,
including existing parks and schools, as well as public streets and
plazas.
Central District ENHANCE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY. The health and vitality
Objective 21 of Downtown will benefit from the presence and conservation of local
natural resources, in particular, the development of the area’s urban
forest.
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PASADENA WILL BE A CITY WHERE
PEOPLE CAN CIRCULATE WITHOUT CARS.
The General Plan requires that targeted development
areas, including the Central District, emphasize mixeduse, and support pedestrian and transit activity. This is
in keeping with Downtown’s role as Pasadena’s urban
core. Improved transit and pedestrian mobility will
support this function by building connections between
the many experiences and activities found throughout
Downtown.

Central District REDUCE AUTO DEPENDENCY. Downtown will provide an
Objective 22 integrated and balanced transportation system that accommodates
access by foot, bicycle, transit, and car.
Central District MINIMIZE TRAFFIC IMPACTS. As far as feasible, traffic impacts
Objective 23 upon in-town and adjoining residential neighborhoods will be
minimized. New development will be directed toward principal
mobility corridors and in close proximity to transit stations.
Central District MANAGE PARKING FACILITIES. Downtown will balance
Objective 24 economic vitality with environmental quality in the provision of
parking, emphasizing a shared parking strategy that allows visitors to
“park once” and visit many destinations.
Central District PROMOTE TRANSIT USAGE. Transit will be a viable option for
Objective 25 movement within and through Downtown, emphasizing improved
transit connections between the activity centers of Downtown.
Regional transit will be supported by transit-oriented development
near light rail stations.
Central District MAKE DOWNTOWN WALKABLE. Downtown will be a safe,
Objective 26 convenient and comfortable place to walk, a place where walking is
the mode of choice for short trips.
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PASADENA WILL BE PROMOTED AS A
CULTURAL, SCIENTIFIC, CORPORATE,
ENTERTAINMENT, AND EDUCATIONAL
CENTER FOR THE REGION.
Pasadena is home to a number of significant
institutions - regionally, nationally and globally - many
of which are located within or adjacent to Downtown.
These institutions greatly contribute to the vitality,
economy and prestige of the City, and often lend a
unique character to particular areas of the Downtown.
Downtown’s diversity and abundant resources provide
an outstanding opportunity for existing and potential
new institutions to grow and prosper according to their
specific needs.

Central District STRENGTHEN SUB-DISTRICT IDENTITY. The unique identity
Objective 27 and distinct qualities of Downtown’s Sub-districts will be reinforced
so that these areas complement one another.
Central District BUILD SUB-DISTRICT CONNECTIONS. Physical, social, and
Objective 28 economic linkages between Downtown’s Sub-districts will be
strengthened so that these areas support one another.
Central District CAPITALIZE ON KEY RESOURCES. Physical, social and
Objective 29 economic linkages will connect Downtown with its numerous
cultural, educational, and scientific resources. For instance,
Downtown should capitalize on its proximity to Caltech and the Art
Center College of Design by promoting opportunities and
establishing linkages between the arts and technology.
Central District SUPPORT INSTITUTIONAL GROWTH. New and existing
Objective 30 institutions in the Downtown will be provided an opportunity to grow
and prosper in a manner that is compatible with Downtown’s identity
and economy. Institutions that reinforce the City’s position as a
leader in cultural, scientific and other intellectual pursuits will
continue to be an especially important feature of Downtown.
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION WILL BE A
PERMANENT PART OF ACHIEVING A
GREATER CITY.
The General Plan dictates that the Central District
accommodate a considerable amount of Pasadena’s
future growth. The citizenry demands that the
inevitable change is positive and support a high quality
of life. This is only possible with an informed
constituency that directly participates in the shaping of
Downtown. Civic pride, access to information, and a
forum that promotes open dialogue are the key
components.

Central District PROVIDE PUBLIC INFORMATION. Stakeholders will be provided
Objective 31 with accessible, up-to-date information on Downtown planning and
development issues.
Central District PROMOTE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION. Stakeholders will be
Objective 32 provided a forum to participate in decisions that affect the planning,
growth, and development of Downtown.
Central District BUILD LOCAL IDENTITY. Local stakeholders will be encouraged
Objective 33 to play an active role in the life of Downtown, emphasizing local or
neighborhood ownership and civic pride.
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