CITY OF PASADENA HEALTH OFFICER ORDER
TO REDUCE EXPOSURE TO HUMAN HEALTH HAZARDS
FOUND WITHIN FIRE DEBRIS

ORDER REQUIRING SAFE REMOVAL, TRANSPORT, AND
DISPOSAL OF FIRE DEBRIS

This Order Issued: January 22, 2025
Effective Date: January 23, 2025

THIS ORDERIS IN EFFECT AS OF 12:01 A.M. ON JANUARY 23, 2025, UNTIL
RESCINDED IN WRITING BY THE HEALTH OFFICER.

Please read this Order carefully. Under the Authority of California Health and Safety
Code sections 101040 and 101085, violation of or failure to comply with this Order is
a misdemeanor punishable by fine, imprisonment, or both. (California Penal Code §§
69, 148(a)(1); Pasadena Municipal Code Section 8.04.030)

Summary:
On January 7, 2025, the Pasadena region was struck by catastrophic windstorms and

destructive fires (“Eaton Fire”) causing widespread damage to infrastructure, structures, and
roads, and caused power outages, downed trees, road closures, and significant debris.
Winds and dangerous gusts of over 70 miles per hour, along with destructive fires,
threatened structures, businesses, and critical infrastructures in multiple areas throughout
the City.

These devastating fires burned and destroyed over 140 residences and other structures in
areas within the City of Pasadena, described herein as the Critical Fire Areas. The fire
debris and ash that resulted from the residential and other structural fires may contain
asbestos, heavy metals, and other hazardous substances. Exposure to these toxic
substances can occur through the inhalation of ash and fire dust particles, contact with skin,
or contamination of drinking water supplies. Improper handling or disposal of fire debris can
increase these risks, spreading hazardous substances throughout the community.

Exposure to hazardous substances created by the fire may lead to acute and chronic health
effects and may cause long-term public health and environmental impacts. This hazardous
waste debris poses a substantial present or potential hazard to human health in the
environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, or disposed, or otherwise
managed.

On Wednesday, January 15, 2025, the City of Pasadena Health Officer declared a local
health emergency. The intent of the local health emergency declaration was to highlight the
impact of the fire on public health, support the pursuit of resources to equip residents with
information and supplies that can reduce their exposure to toxic substances, provide access
to mutual aid, and facilitate access to county, state, and federal public health resources and
programs that will be critical to the recovery process.



Neighborhoods in the Critical Fire Area were closed to reentry by residents and the public
for safety reasons but have been reopened or will be in the near future. The United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has established and is carrying out a mandatory
hazardous waste removal program (Phase 1), to ensure the safe removal, transport, and
disposal of hazardous materials in a manner that protects public health and safety and
complies with all legal requirements. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
will be responsible for administering the Private Property Debris Removal (PPDR) program
(Phase 2).

Fire debris removal activities must be approved and comply with local, state, and federal
laws and regulations. The City of Pasadena has requested state and federal assistance to
expedite recovery activities and ensure the safe removal of fire debris from structures
damaged by the fires. Fire debris must be safely removed to prevent more harm. The
process will be conducted in two phases:

1. Phase 1: Hazardous Waste Removal
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will inspect properties and remove
household hazardous waste that poses a threat to human health and the
environment such as batteries, identifiable asbestos, pesticides, cleaning products,
and paints.

2. Phase 2: Fire Debris Removal
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has missioned the United
States Army Corps of Engineers to clean up, remove, and dispose of fire debris.
Property owners can opt in to have their properties appropriately cleared of the fire
debris at no cost. In lieu of participating, property owners may elect to hire
contractors to clean up the property after the hazardous waste inspection is
complete but must receive approval and follow applicable laws regarding fire debris
clean-up and disposal.

Limited information about the process can be found at
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/building-and-safety/fire-debris-removal-program/.
The webpage will be updated as additional information becomes available.

Property owners who do not participate in the established fire debris clearance program
must conduct their private debris removal, transport, and disposal in a manner that does not
endanger the community and that complies with all legal requirements.

The Health Officer of the City of Pasadena finds that the Eaton Fire created an imminent
threat to public health within the City of Pasadena in the form of contaminated fire debris
from household hazardous waste and materials and structural debris resulting from the
destruction of structures.

Pasadena Municipal Code Section 8.04.010 and California Health and Safety Code Section
101040 authorizes the Local Health Officer to take any preventative measure that may be
necessary to protect and preserve public health from any public health hazard during a
declared local health emergency.


https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/building-and-safety/fire-debris-removal-program/

The City of Pasadena Health Officer has issued this Order Requiring Safe Removal,
Transport, and Disposal of Fire Debris in preparation for fire recovery operations and to
ensure the safe removal, transport, and disposal of fire debris resulting from recent
wildfires. This order aims to protect public health and safety during the cleanup process for

fire debris.

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION
101040 et seq., AND THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 8.04.010, THE CITY
OF PASADENA HEALTH OFFICER ORDERS:

1. Purpose and Intent.

a.

2. Scope

Purpose. As residents are allowed to return to their fire damaged properties,
this order ensures the safe removal, transport, and disposal of fire debris
resulting from recent wildfires. This order aims to protect public health and
safety during the cleanup process of fire debris.

Intent. The primary intent of this Order is to protect the health and safety of
individuals from toxic substances in the City of Pasadena. This Order applies
exclusively to the cleanup or removal of fire debris and does not restrict the
removal of personal property from residential sites. Some examples of fire
debris include burnt building materials (wood, metal, concrete), burnt
household items, pieces of the building’s foundation, and fire-contaminated
soil found around burned structures or affected areas, which may contain
harmful substances.

Interpretation. All provisions of this Order must be interpreted to effectuate
the purpose and intent of this Order as described above. The summary at the
beginning of this Order as well as the headings and subheadings of sections
contained in this Order are for convenience only and may not be used to
interpret this Order. In the event of any inconsistency between the summary,
headings, or subheadings and the text of this Order, the text will control.

Effect of Failure to Comply. Failure to comply with any of the provisions of
this Order constitutes an imminent threat and menace to public health,
constitutes a public nuisance, and is punishable by fine, imprisonment, or
both, as further provided in Section 3 below.

of this Order.

. No person shall remove fire debris resulting from the Critical Fire Areas from

properties without a hazardous materials inspection conducted by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. The term “removal of fire debris” as used in
this order includes all cleanup and removal of the fire debris but it does not
include the removal of personal property from residential sites.

Pending the enactment of additional requirements to address the Critical Fire
Areas cleanup, no company, or any other public or private entity, shall provide
without the authorization of the City of Pasadena a debris bin to property



owners who opt out of the state and federal fire debris removal program and
who intend to conduct removal of fire debris privately.

c. Pending the enactment of additional requirements to address the Critical Fire
Areas cleanup, property owners who opt out of the established fire debris
clearance program shall register with and obtain the permission of City of
Pasadena before beginning the removal of fire debris and conduct their
private debris removal, transport, disposal in a manner, that does not
endanger the community and that complies with all legal requirements.

3. Enforcement. Violation of this Order is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment,
fine or both under Pasadena Municipal Code Section 8.04.030. This Order will be
enforced by the City of Pasadena Police Department, City Attorney/City Prosecutor’s
Office, and/or any other agency designated by the Pasadena City Manager for
enforcement. The violation of any provision of this Order constitutes an imminent
threat and immediate menace to public health, constitutes a public nuisance, and is
punishable by fine, imprisonment, or both.

4. This Order applies to all persons within the City of Pasadena under the Health
Officer’s jurisdiction.

5. Effective Date. This Order is effective on January 23, 2025, and will continue, as
updated, to be in effect until the Health Officer rescinds, supersedes, or amends it in
writing.

IT IS SO ORDERED:

%\fw w\/ch«,\/ LD, Date: 1/22/25

Parveen Kaur, MD /
Acting Health Officer, City of Pasadena




