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. Introduced by·:_ Councilmemher Kennedy 

ORDINANCE NO. 7277, 
~=..:.....;_~___.;___._____,;'--'---'-----' 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE C-ITY OF PASADENA AMENDING VARIOUS PROVISIONS 
dF TITLE 17 (ZONING CODE) OF THE PASAOE.NA MUNlCI~AL CODE ro DELETE 
THE REQUIREMENT THAT NEW PLANNED DEVELOPMENTS ARE CONSISTENT 
WITH THE ALLOWED LAND USES IN THE EXISTING SPECifiC PLANS, TO 
ALLOW INCREASEO FAR AND RESIDENTIAL DENSITY IN NEW PLANN-ED 
DEVELOPMENTS, ANO TO REMOVE REFERENCES TO DEVELOPM-ENT 
CAPACitiES IN THE EAST COLORADO SPECIFIC PLAN ANO EAST PASA-DENA 

-SPECIFI'C PLAN 

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1. This ordinance, due to its length and corresponding cost of 

publication, _will be published by title and summary as permitted in Section 508 of the 

Pasadena City Charter. The approved s·ummary of this ordinance is as follows: 

"Summa·ry 

lhis proposed ordinance amends various provisions of Title 17 (Zoning) of the 

Pasadena Municipal Code to delete the requirement that new Planned Developrrlents 

are consistent with the allowed-land uses in the existing Specific Plans, to allow 

increased FAR and residential density in new Planned Developments, and to remove 

references to development capacities in the East Colorado Specific Plan and. East 

\ 

. Pasadena Specific Plan. 

Ordinance No. 7277 shall take effect 30 days from its publication." 

SECTION 2. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article· 2, Chapter 17:26, 

-Section 17.26.020 (Purpose and Applicability of Special Purpose Zoning Districts), 
l' 



·Subsection C, (PD (Planned Development) District), Paragraph 3 (Adoption of a PD 
' ' ' . " ........ 

zoning district and accom·pan'ying PD pla_n), Subparagraph b (Land use re·gulations) is 

. amended as follows: 

"No use other than an existing use as of the effective date of the ordinance enacfing this 

Subsection shall be allowed in a PO zoning district except in compliance with a valid PO 

plan. Any allowed or conditio·nally allowed use authorized by thiS· Subsectio~ m~y,_be 

included in _an approved PO plan, but only when it is deemed consistent with the 
; . 

General Plan." 
.. 

SECTION 3. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 2, Chapter 17.26, 

Section 17.26.020 (Purpose and Applicability of Special Purpose Zoning Districts), --­

Subsection C, (PO (Planned Development) District), Paragraph 3 (Adoption of a PO 

zoning district 'and accompanying PO plan), Subparagraph c (Development standards.) 

is amended as follows: 

"(1) The FAR of a PO shall not exceed the ·FAR. allowed on the Land Use Diagram for 

the project site unless approved by the City Council, but only as high as 3.0, and only 

when it can be shown the architectural design of the PD is contextual and of a high-:-

~- quality. 

(2) The residential 9ensity of a PD shall not exceed the residential density allowed on 

the Land Use Diagram forth~ project ~ite unl~ss approved by the City Council, but only · 

as high as 87 dwelling units per acre, and only when it can be shown the architectural 

design ofthe PD is contextual and of a high-quality. The residential density may also 



exceed that of the Land Use Dia·gram_if the project is complying with the Density Bonus 
- ' . . . ' 

' - . - . . . ' -

.provisions of Chapter 17."42 (Affordahle Housing Incentives and Requirements).· 

· (3) In the CD district, no PD plan may authorize a greater he.ight than that p~rmi~ted by. 

Figure 3-8 - Central District Maximum Height. 

(4) The performance standards of Section 17.40.090 shall apply. 

(5) Other development regulations shall be as prescribed by the PD plan." . 

I 

SECTION 4. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 2, Chapter 17.26, 

Section 17.26.020 (Purpose and Applicability of Special P':Jrpose Zoning Districts), 

Subsection C, (PO (Planned Development) District), .Para.graph 3 (Adoption Of a Pb 

zoning district and accompanying PD plan), Subparagraph d (Commission and Council 

action) is amended as follows: . 

"(1) The Commissi?h shall consider an application for reclassification to a PO zoning 

district in compliance with Chapter 17.74 ·(Amentiments) and shall, at the same time, 
n, 

consider the proposed PO plan acc.ompanying the application. 

(a) A PO with a proposed increase in the FAR or residential density, as allowed in, 

Section 17.26.020(C)(3)(c), shall be reviewed by the Design Commission prior to 

consideration by the Commission. The Design Commission stlall advise the 
' 

Commission as to whether the· architectural design of the proposed PD is contextual' 
' ' 

and of a high-quality." . 

·sECiiON 5. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 2, Chapter 17.31 (East 

Colorado Specific Plan), Section 17.31.050 (ECSP General 13evelopment Standards), 



Subsection. 8, (Amount of permitted development), isdeleted iri its entirety: · 

SECtiON 6~ Pasadena. Municipal Code, Iitle 17, Article 2, Chapter _17.32.(E:asf 
' ' ., . ' . -

Pasadena. Specific Plan), Section 17.32~ .. 090 (Amount ofPetmitted _Development,and 

Allocation of Density), is deleted in its entirety. 

SECtiON 7. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 2, Chapter 17:32 (East 
_.1 I ' • 

Pasadena Specific Plan), Section 17.32.100 (Replacement of Existing Development), is 
( 

deleted in its entirety. 

SECTION 8. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall 

cause this ordinance to be published by title and summary. 

SECTION 9. Tt"l'is ordinance shall take _effect 30 days from its publication. 

Signed and approved this 7th day of _ ___....M"'""'a~...~.r...l.oc..uh--'-'-___,.....-' 2 0 16. 

~~~~ rry ornek ~ 
MaYOfOf the City of Pasadena 



1 HEf:u:~v· CERTIFY that the fore·going ordinance .was adopted by the City Council of 

. ) . . 

the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 7th. . . day of . March .· 2016,· by 

th~ following vote: 

AYES: Coun~i:lmembers Gordo, Hampton, Kenn.edy, · Madi~.on, McAus.tin, 
Wilson, Vice Mayo~ Masuda, Mayor Tornek ·· 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

Date Published: March 10, 2016 
·Pasadena Journal 

Approved as to form: 

Theresa E. Fuentes 
. Assistant City Att9rney 

City Clerk 

J 
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Ordina_nce Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: Februaty 29,-2016 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: GENERAL PLAN ADOPTION FOLLOW-UP --ZONING CODE 
AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF iHE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING VARIOUS PROVISIONS 
OF tiTLE 17 (ZONING CODE) OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE TO DELETE 
THE-REQUIREMENT THAT NEW PLANNED DEVELOPMENTS ARE CONSISTENT 

. WITH THE ALLOWED LAND USES IN THE EXISTING SPECIFIC PLANS, TO 
ALLOW INCREASED FAR AND RESIDENTIAL DENSITY IN NEW PLANNED 
DEVELOPMENTS, AND TO REMOVE REFERENCES TO DEVELOPMENT 
CAPACITIES IN THE EAST COLORADO SPECIFIC PLAN AND EAST PASADENA 
SPECIFIC PLAN 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 

This ordinance implements the direction given by the City CounCil on January 25, 2016 
regarding updates to the Zoning Code (Title 17) so as to take further steps in the 
implementation of the updated General Plan. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED 

The General Plan Land Use Element requires consistency between the Zoning Code, 
the Zonin·g Map, and the General Plan's Land Use Diagram. While work is still needed 
through the update pr9cess fort~~- §p~_cifi~ Plans, there_ are a few Zoning Cod~ 
changes that can be completed without the need for additional work and analysis. 
These changes are discrete and delete the requirement that new Planned 
Developments are consistent with the allowed land uses in the existing Specific Plans, 
allow increased FAR and residential density in new Planned Developments, and 
remove references to development capacities in the East Colorado Specific Plan and 
East Pasadena Specific Plan, and therefore can go forward at this time. 

·' 1_ ... 

03[07[2016 
. 02/29/2016-

MEETING OF------

AGENDA ITEM NO. 
~15 



The Plahnin'g 'and Community Development Department will implement this ordinance. 

FISC-AL-IMPACT 

There Will not be _an immediate fiscal impact as a result of this ordinance. 

On January 25, 2016, the City Council found that the proposed amendments are further 
steps in the implementation of the updated General Plan adopte.d by the Ci~y Council on 
August -18·, 2015, that the City Council made findings pursuant to the Ca,lifofnia 
Envircihmental ··auality Act, adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations, and 
approved the Generai

1
Pian; and found that there are no changed circumstances or new 

information which would trigger further environmental review. 

Prepared by: 

~->~~~ 
.Theresa E. Fuentes 
-Assistant City Attorney 

Cortcurted by: 

-Steve Mermell 
lri~erim City Manager 

lly submitted, 

. ele Beal Bagneris 
City Attorney 


























