
Introduced by V1ce Mayor Masuda 

ORDINANCE NO 7288 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING CHAPTER 17.50.340 
OF TITLE 17 (ZONING CODE) OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE TO REVISE 
THE CITY'S TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE 

The People of the C1ty of Pasadena orda1n as follows 

SECTION 1. Th1s ord1nance, due to 1ts length and corresponding cost of 

publication, w1ll be published by t1tle and summary as permitted 1n Sect1on 508 of the 

Pasadena C1ty Charter The approved summary of th1s ord1nance 1s as follows 

"Summary 

Th1s proposed ordmance amends Chapter 17 50 340 of T1tle 17 (Zon1ng) of the 

Pasadena Mun1c1pal Code to rev1se the C1ty's Trans1t-Onented Development Ord1nance, 

wh1ch cons1sts of changes to the park1ng requirements and opt1ons to exceed max1mum 

parkmg requirements w1th1n the trans1t-onented development areas, the creat1on of an 

opt1onal half-m1le trans1t-onented development area for all trans1t-onented development 

areas m the C1ty except the S1erra Madre V1lla trans1t-onented development area, and 

other techn~cal changes 

Ordinance No 7288 shall take effect 30 days from 1ts publication " 

SECTION 2. Pasadena Mun1c1pal Code, T1tle 17, Art1cle 5, Chapter 17 50 340 

(Trans1t-Onented Development) 1s amended as follows 
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"17 .50.340 - Transit-Oriented Development (TOO) 

A. Applicability. 

1 The standards of th1s Sect1on prov1de for a m1xture of commercial, h1gh-dens1ty 

res1dent1al, m1xed-use, public, and sem1-publlc uses 1n close prox1m1ty to light 

ra1l stat1ons, encouraging trans1t usage 1n conJunction w1th a safe and pleasant 

pedestnan-onented environment 

2 These standards emphasize ~ntens1f1cat1on of development and reduced 

reliance on motor vehicles 

3 These standards shall apply to new ProJects located w1th1n a designated TOO 

area of a rad1us of 1,320 feet (1/4 m1le) from a llght-ra1l stat1on platform W1th1n 

the Central 01stnct, these standards shall also apply to the area 1dent1f1ed on 

F1gure 3-5 - Central 01stnct Trans1t-Onented Area A ProJect shall be subJect to 

prov1s1ons of th1s Sect1on 1f any portion of the ProJect's property boundary IS 

w1th1n the spec1f1ed d1stance 1nd1cated 1n th1s Sect1on 

4 When there IS an overlap between TOO areas, the more restnct1ve standards of 

the respective TOO areas shall apply 

5 Optional Half-M1Ie TOO Area 

a ProJects located between 1,320 feet (quarter-mile) and 2,640 feet (half­

mile) of a llght-ra1l stat1on platform may voluntanly make use of applicable 

TOO standards prov1ded 1n th1s Sect1on, unless 
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(1) The proposed Project IS one of the proh1b1ted land uses listed 1n 

Sect1on 17 50 340 B, or 

(2) The proposed Project 1s located between 1,320 feet (quarter-mile) 

and 2,640 fee (half-m1le) of the S1erra Madre V1lla Gold Lme stat1on 
I 

platform, where the opt1onal half-m1le TOO area shall not apply 

b If TOO standards are ut1llzed, the Project must comply w1th all standards 

listed 1n th1s Sect1on 

B. Prohibited land uses. 

1 The follow1ng nontrans1t-onented land uses, as these land uses are defined 1n 

Article 8 (Glossary of Technical Terms and Land Use Types), are I proh1b1ted 

w1th1n the designated TOO area as spec1f1ed 1n Sect1on 17 50 340 A 3 

a Onve-through busmesses, 

b Large recycling fac1llt1es, 

c Veh1cle serv1ces - sales and leas1ng, (except for sales and leas1ng -

llm1ted), 

d Vehicle serv1ces - serv1ce stat1ons, 

e Vehicle serv1ces - wash1ng and detailing, (except wash1ng and detailing, 

small-scale), 

f Vehicle storage, and 

g Wholesaling, d1stnbut1on, and storage (1nclud1ng commercial and small-

scale) 
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C. Perm1t requirements. 

1 Applicability 

a A Mmor Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t shall be requ1red for any proposed 

commercial and mdustnal Projects exceed1ng 15,000 square feet of gross 

floor area 

b When a Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t 1s requ1red per Sect1on 17 61 050 J 2 

(Major Construction), a proposed Project located w1th1n the TOO area 
I 

shall be rev1ewed through a Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t w1th the add1t1onal 

f1nd1ngs listed 1n Sect1on 17 50 340 C 4, 1n lieu of the M1nor Cond1t1onal 

Use Perm1t requirement of th1s Section 

2 Exception. A change of use or alterations to the ex1stmg bu1ld1ng that results 

1n new square footage less than 15,000 square feet 1s exempt from the perm1t 

requ1rement of th1s Sect1on (17 50 340 C) 
' 

3 Issues for review. M1nor Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t and Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t 

rev1ew shall consider the s1te plan of the proposed Project to ensure that 

f1ndmgs can be made that the use IS compatible w1th trans1t 

4 Required findings. M1nor Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t and Cond1t1onal Use 

Perm1t approval shall requ1re that the rev1ew authonty f1rst make the follow1ng 

f1nd1ngs 1n add1t1on to the f1nd1ngs requ1red by Sect1on 17 61 050 

a The Project cons1sts of a use, or m1x of uses, that encourage trans1t use 

and 1s onented toward the trans1t user 
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b The Project 1s des1gned to enhance pedestnan access and/or other non-

motor veh1cle modes of transportation to public trans1t 

c The Project encourages pedestnan act1v1ty and/or other non-motor veh1cle 

modes of transportation and reduces dependency on motor vehicles 

D. Parking requirements. 

1 Nonresidential development Projects. 

a Sierra Madre Villa Station TOO Area 

(1) Office uses. For the uses Off1ces - Adm1n1strat1ve, Bus1ness, 

Professional and Off1ces - Governmental, the m1n1mum number of 

requ1red off-street park1ng spaces shall be reduced by 25 percent, 
'-

and th1s reduct1on shall be the max1mum allowed number of park1ng 

spaces 

(2) All other nonresidential uses. For all other nonres1dent1al uses, 

the m1mmum number of requ1red off-street park1ng spaces shall be 

reduced by 10 percent, and th1s reduction shall be the maximum 

allowed number of park1ng spaces 

b Allen, Lake, Memorial Park, Del Mar, and Fillmore Station TOO Areas 

and Central District Transit-Oriented Area 

(1) Office uses. For the uses off1ces - adm1n1strat1ve business 

professional and off1ces - governmental, the m1n1mum number of 

requ1red off-street park1ng shall be reduced by 25 percent, w1th an 
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opt1onal reduct1on up to 35 percent The 25 percent reduction shall 

be the max1mum allowed number of park1ng spaces 

(2) All other nonresidential uses For all other nonres1dent1al uses, 

the m1mmum number of requ1red off-street park1ng spaces shall be 

reduced by 1 0 percent, w1th an optional reduction up to 20 percent 

The 1 0 percent reduction shall be the max1mum allowed number of 

park1ng spaces 

c. Further reduction with study. The park1ng requirements may be further 

reduced through a park1ng demand study and approval of a M1nor 

Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t 

2 Exceeding allowable parking requirements. A project s1te may exceed the 

max1mu~ allowable park1ng requirements 1n compliance w1th the follow1ng 

cond1t1ons 

a Commercial Off-Street Parking. A s1te may, exceed the max1mum 

allowable number of park1ng spaces 1f the park1ng 1s approved to serve as 

Commercial Off-Street Park1ng Approval of th1s park1ng shall requ1re the 
! 

grant1ng of a M1nor Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t 1n compliance w1th Section 

17 61 050, and shall be subject to the follow1ng conditions 

(1) All park1ng spaces 1n excess of the max1mum allowable parkmg 

must be for public park1ng, 

(2) The s1te shall prov1de a m1mmum of 25 public park1ng spaces, 
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(3) The s1te shall mclude pedestnan and automot1ve-onented s1gns to 

advert1se the ava1lab1llty and locat1on of the public parkmg spaces on 

the property, 

(4) Public park1ng may not be located on more than two levels, and 

must be located 1n a cont1guous manner start1ng on the ground floor, 

(5) Each public park1ng space shall have a s1gn not1ng that the park1ng 

space IS ava1lable for public parkmg, 

(6) Parkmg fac1llt1es shall be des1gned to allow for automated operat1ons 

unless a park1ng attendant can be ass1gned dunng public park1ng 

hours, 

(7) C1ty shall be prov1ded w1th monthly reports on monthly and trans1ent 

usage, 

(8) The public park1ng spaces shall comply w1th Sect1on 17 40 070 of 

the Zomng Code At a m1n1mum, the spaces shall be available from 

7 00 a m to 10 p m , Monday through Sunday, 

(9) If monthly passes are sold for the public park1ng spaces, sales shall 

not exceed 50 percent of the total public park1ng spaces, 

(1 0) Hourly, da1ly, monthly rates for the public spaces may not exceed 

the C1ty's Old Pasadena public park1ng structures rates by more 

than 150 percent, 

( 11) The park1ng area shall be managed to llm1t the use of public park1ng 
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by tenants, 

(12) The C1ty may post wayf1nd1ng s1gns d1rect1ng motonsts to the 

commercial public park1ng on the s1te, and 

(13) The C1ty and/or other bus~ness d1stncts may advert1se the 

commercial public park1ng\ on s1te 1n wntten publications or on 1ts 

website 

b Shared parking. A s1te may exceed the max1mum allowable number of 

park1ng spaces 1f the park1ng 1s approved to serve as shared park1ng 1n 

compliance w1th Sect1on 17 46 050 

c Joint parking. A s1te may exceed the max1mum allowed number of 

park1ng spaces 1f the park1ng 1s approved to serve as JOint park1ng 

(1) Jo1nt park1ng IS a type of parking that 1s des1gned to serve uses on at 

least two different s1tes 

(2) The JOint parking provided shall not exceed the max1mum requ1red 

park1ng for the combined total park1ng requirements of the different 

1nd1v1dual s1tes 

d Sierra Madre Villa TOO Area. The max1mum allowed park1ng , 

requirements 1n Sect1on 17 50 340 D may be Increased through a park1ng 

demand study and approval of a M1nor Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t, up to an 
' I 

amount that 1s consistent w1th the standards applicable to other areas 

outs1de of the TOO areas as spec1f1ed by the Section 17 46 040 
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e Existing Off-Street Parking Spaces. If a Project results 1n a cond1t1on 

where the number of ex1st1ng off-street park1ng spaces 1s greater than the 

requirements for such development or uses established by th1s Sect1on, 

the number of ex1st1ng spaces 1n excess of the prescnbed max1mums 

may be ma1nta1ned, but shall not be further exceeded except as allowed 

by the Sect1on 17 50 340 D 2 

3 Residential development Projects. The follow1ng requirements apply to 

mult1-fam1ly res1dent1al and m1xed-use development Projects propos1ng at 

least 48 dwelling un1ts per acre 

a Sierra Madre Villa Station TOO Area 

(1) Units less than 650 square feet A llm1t of 1 space for each umt 

(no more or less), and 

(2) Units 650 square feet or more. A m1mmum of 1 5 spaces for each 

umt, to a max1mum of 2 spaces per umt 

b Allen, Lake, Memorial Park, Del Mar, and Fillmore Station TOO Areas 

and Central District Transit-Oriented Area 

(1) Units less than 650 square feet A llm1t of 1 park1ng space for 

each umt (no more or less), and 

(2) Units 650 square feet or more A m1mmum of 1 5 park1ng spaces 

shall be requ1red for each umt, to a max1mum of 1 75 spaces per 

umt 
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c The park1ng requirements may be further reduced through a park1ng 

demand study and approval of a M1nor Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t 1n compliance 

w1th Sect1on 17 61 050 

d C1ty Perm1ts for overnight park1ng shall not be allowed 

(1) C1ty Perm1ts for overnight park1ng on C1ty streets shall not be 1ssued 

for res1dent1al development ProJects bUilt m compliance w1th these 

regulations 

(2) Res1dent1al tenants shall be adv1sed of the unava1lab1llty of on-street 

'overnight park1ng perm1ts 

e Guest parkmg shall be prov1ded as requ1red by Table 4-6 (Off-Street 

Park1ng Space Requirements) of Sect1on 17 46 040 The number of guest 

park1ng spaces prov1ded shall not exceed the m1mmum number of guest 

park1ng spaces requ1red by Table 4-6 of the Sect1on 17 46 040 

4. Modification. The Zomng Adm1n1strator may mod1fy the requ1red park1ng m a 

park1ng garage (1nclud1ng below grade and at or above grade garages) by 

allow1ng the total park1ng requirement to exceed or be reduced by f1ve percent 

but not more than 1 0 spaces, only 1f 1t can be shown to the sat1sfact1on of the 

Zomng Adm1mstrator that such mod1f1cat1on 1s necessary to alleviate on-s1te 

llm1tat1ons resulting from, but not llm1ted to, the conf1gurat1on of the park1ng 

garage and/or vehicle c1rculat1on 

E. Development Projects within the CG zoning district. 
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1. 1/4 mile of the Allen Street Station. For development Projects located 

w1th1n 1/4 m1le of the Allen Street Stat1on, mult1-fam1ly uses are cond1t1onally 

permitted, shall conta1n a m1n1mum of 50 dwelling umts, and shall have a 

max1mum allowable dens1ty of 48 umts per acre The Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t 

shall also establish the appropnate setbacks 

2. Between 1/4 and 1/2 mile of the Allen Street Station. For development 

Projects that are located between 1/4 of a m1le and 1/2 m1le of the Allen 

Street Stat1on that do not make use of applicable TOO standards as allowed 

by the Sect1on 17 50 340 A 5, and requ1re a Cond1t1onal Use Perm1t for a 

project over 25,000 square feet of gross floor area, the add1t1onal f1nd1ngs 

1dent1f1ed 1n Sect1on 17 50 340 C 4 , shall not be requ1red, but shall be used to 

gUide the rev1ew of the Project and the development of appropnate 

cond1t1ons 

3. Further reductions. The park1ng requirements may be further reduced 

through a parkmg demand study and the 1ssuance of a Mmor Cond1t1onal Use 

Perm1t 1n compliance w1th Sect1on 17 61 050" 

SECTION 3. The C1ty Clerk shall cert1fy the adoption of th1s ord1nance and shall 

cause th1s ordinance to be published by t1tle and summary 
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SECTION 4. Th1s ord~nance shall take effect 30 days from 1ts pubhcat1on 

S1gned and approved th1s 21st day of November l 2016 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the forego1ng ordinance was adopted by the C1ty Counc1l of 

the C1ty of Pasadena at 1ts meet1ng held th1s 21st day of November 2016, by 

the following vote 

AYES Counc1lmembers Gordo, Hampton, Kennedy, Mad1son, 
McAust1n, W1lson, V1ce Mayor Masuda, Mayor Tornek 

NOES None 

ABSENT None 

ABSTAIN None 

Date Published November 24, 2016 
Pasadena Journal 

Approved as to form 

~-·~~ 
Theresa E Fuentes 
Ass1stant C1ty Attorney 

C1ty Clerk 
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