












SECTION 7. Title 8, Chapter 8.52, Section 8.52.155 is amended to read as 
follows: 

''8.52.155 - Prosecution of violations. 

A violation of any provision of this chapter shall be prosecuted as a 
misdemeanor or infraction at the option of the city prosecutor and as further set forth 
in Section 8.52.160 with respect to penalties and administrative proceedings" 

SECTION 8. Title 8, Chapter 8.52, Section 8.52.160 is amended to read as 
follows: 

"8.52.160- Penalties and administrative proceedings. 

A. Misdemeanors. Any person who violates any provision of this chapter and is 
convicted of a misdemeanor shall be punished by a fine of not more than $1 ,000.00 or 
by imprisonment for a period of not more than 6 months or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

B. Infractions. Any person who violates any provision of this chapter and is 
convicted of an infraction shall be punished by a fine as established in Section 1.24.025. 
Each person convicted may be deemed guilty of a separate offense for every day during 
any portion of which any violation is committed or permitted. 

C. In addition to the penalty provisions of subsections A and B of this· section, 
violations of Sections 8.52.085, 8.52.1 00, 8.52.11 0, 8.52.120 or 8.52.140 may be 
subject to the administrative proceedings set forth in Chapters 1.25 and 1.26 of this 
code, including, but without limitation, civil penalties, late payment penalties, 
administrative fees, other related charges and, to the maximum extent permitted by law, 
tree replacement costs as established by the City Manager and as set forth in the tree 
protection guidelines. 

D . . Civil Penalties. In addition to the penalty provisions of subsections A, B and 
C of this section, the city may bring a civil action against any person who commits, 
allows, or maintains a violation of any provision of this chapter. As part of such civil 

action, a court may assess against any person who commits, or maintains a 
violation of any provision of this chapter a civil penalty in an amount up to five thousand 
dollars ($5,000.00) per violation or in an amount as set forth below: 
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1. Where the violation has resulted in irreparable injury to or removal of a 
tree, the civil penalty shall be in an amount of up ·to five thousand dollars 
($5,000.00) per tree unlawfully injured or removed, or in the full amount of the 
replacement value of each such tree, whichever amount is higher. Such amount 
shall be payable to the city. Replacement value for the purposes of this section 
shall be determined utilizing the most recent edition of the Guide for Plant 
Appraisal, published by the International Society of Arboriculture ("I SA"). 

2. Injunctive Relief. A civil action may be commenced to abate, enjoin, or 
otherwise compel the cessation of such violation. 

3. Costs. In any civil action brought pursuant to this chapter in which the · 
city prevails, the court shall award to the city all costs of investigation and 
preparation for trial, the costs of trial, reasonable expenses ·including overhead 
and administrative costs incurred in prosecuting the action, and reasonable 
attorney fees. 

E. In addition to the penalty provisions of subsections A, 8, C, and D of this 
section, the. city may suspend or revoke any application for, or grant of, any 
discretionary permit that may be associated with the address upon which such 
irreparable injury or removal of a protected tree has occurred. 

1. Protected Trees. If a tree that is protected by this chapter is irreparably 
injured or removed in violation of this chapter after the_ responsible person has 
been previously notified or warned of the tree's protected status, then no building 
or construction-related permits shall be issued, and no permits or use of the 
property shall be allowed, from the date of irreparable injury or removal for a 
period of one year. 

. 2. Date of actual injury or removal. For purposes of this Section, the 
irreparable injury or removal of any tree protected by this chapter shall be 
presumed to have occurred on the date the City has actual knowledge of the 
injury or removal. The person responsible for th.e injury or remov'al shall have the 
burden of proving a different date if one is claimed." 

SECTION 9. If any part of this Ordinance is held to be invalid for any reason, 
such decision shall not affect the validity of the rema_ining portion of this Ordinance, and 
this City Council hereby declares that it would have passed the remainder of this 
Ordinance if such invalid portion thereof had been deleted. 
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SECTION 10. This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after publication. 

SECTION 11. The City Clerk ·shall certify the adoption of this Ordinance and shall 
cause this Ordinance to be published by title and summary. 

Signed and approved this 7th day of May , 2018. 

r~~ 
Terry ornek 

Mayor of the C1ty of Pasadena 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of 
the City of Pasadena at its meeting held on 7th day of · May 2018, by the 
following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers Gordo, Hampton, Madison, Masuda, 
McAustin, Wilson, Mayor Tornek 

.NOES: None 

ABSENT: Vice Mayor Kennedy 

ABSTAIN: None 

Published: May 10, 2018 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

·Jkz 
Brad L. Fuller 

. Assistant City Attorney 
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Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: May 7, 2018-

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 8, CHAPTER 
8.52 (CITY TREES AND TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE) OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 8, CHAPTER 
8.52 (CITY TREES AND TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE) OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 

This Ordinance reflects the change made by the Council on the floor of the Council 
meeting of May 1, 2018. This Ordinance establishes increased penalties for violations 
and allows the City to recover for the financial losses that result from violations of the 
Tree Protection Ordinance. If adopted , the Ordinance will strengthen the remedies 
against offenders and authorizes the City to suspend or revoke any discretionary permit 
that may be associated with the address at which the offense occurs. This Ordinance 
also authorizes the City Manager to prepare and update the tree protection guidelines . 
and the tree replacement matrix. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED 

An increase in the potential penalties for violations of the City's Tree Protection 
Ordinance must be enacted by an amendment to the Municipal Code. The proposed 
amendments will enhance penalties for violations of the City Trees and Tree Protection 
Ordinance. 

MEETING OF 05/07/2018 

AGENDA ITEM NO. ---'1~2~--



PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED 

Adding· these increased penalties and required processes may cause some increase in 
the staff time of the Planning and Community Development staff when pursuing 
enforcement. The time spent on enforcement by the City Attorney's Office may also 
increase due to more litigation resulting from the expanded remedies. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Adoption of the ordinance is likely to increase the amount of revenue recovered from 
administrative citations and the amount of the potential increase is yet to be determined. 

Prepared by: 

JZv._, L ~1/<A. 
Brad L. Fuller 
Assistant City Attorney 

Concurrence: 

~ 
Steve Mermell 
City Manager 

0000149025C031 

Respectfully submitted 

Michele Beal Bag 
Cfty Attorney 
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Introduced by Council member Hampton 

ORDINANCE NO. 
7322 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 8, CHAPTER 
8.52 (CITY TREES AND TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE) OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE. 

SECTION 1. Ordinance No. 7322 , due to its length and corresponding cost 
of publication, will be pub1is~ed by title and summary as permitted by Section 508 of the 
Pasadena City Charter. The approved summary of this Ordinance is as follows: 

"Summary 

"Ordinance No. 7322 will amend Title 8 of the Pasadena Municipal Code in 
the following ways: Chapter 8.52 (TREES AND TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE) 
will be amended to enhance penalties for violation, and strengthen the City's ability to 
prosecute and remedy violations of the Code. Additionally, the City Manager will be 
authorized to prepare and update the tree protection guidelines and the tree 
replacement matrix. 

Ordinance No. 7322 shall take effect 30 days after publication." 

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this Ordinance and shall 
cause this Ordinance to be published.by title and summary. 

SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after publication. 

Signed and approved this lth day of May , 2018. 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of 
the City of Pasadena at its meeting held on 7th day of May 2018, by the 
following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers Gordo, Hampton, Madison, Masuda , 
McAus tin, Wilson, Mayor Tornek 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Vice Mayor Kennedy 

ABSTAIN: None 

Published: May 10~ - 2018 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Brad L. Fuller 
Assistant City Attorney 
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Introduced by Council member _____ _ 

ORDINANCE NO. __ _ 

SEE ADOPTED 
ORDINANCE NO. 7322 
"REVISED BLACKLINE 
VERSION" 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING.TIT 8, CHAPTER 
8.52 (CITY TREES AND TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE) 0 THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE. 

SECTION 1. Ordinance No. , due to its I gth and corresponding cost 
of publication, will be published by title and summary a ermitted by Section 508 of the 
Pasadena City Charter. The approved summary oft · Ordinance is as follows: 

"Ordinance No. will amend le 8 of the Pasadena Municipal Code in 
the. following ways: Chapter 8.52 {TREE NO TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE) 
will be amended to enhance penalties f! violation, and strengthen the City's ability to 
prosecute and remedy violations oft Code. Additionally, the City Manager will be 
authorized to prepare and update tree protection guidelines and the tree 
replacement matrix. 

Ordinance No. hall take effect 30 days after publication." 

dena Municipal Code, Title 8, Chapter 8.52, S~ction 8.52.030, 
is amended to read follows: 

anager responsibilities . 

. By use of city employees, private contractors or authorized volunteers, plant, 
1n and otherwise care for, or, if necessary, remove public trees. 

B. Prepare an annual program for tree planting and tree care in public places of 
the city; 
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,;: 

C. Recommend to the city council changes or additions to the master street tree 
plan as needed; 

D. Inspect the planting, maintenance and removal of all public trees; 

E. Develop maintenance standards as they relate to trees in public aces. 

F. Make determinations on public tree removal based upon tre eports prepared 
by certified arborists, other relevant facts, and upon established pu c tree removal 
criteria; 

G. Review development and construction plans as th 
landmark-eligible, native, public and specimen trees; 

H. Act as advisor to the design commission of 

revisions thereto to 

rminations specified under this chapter; 

~.b. Maintain a comprehe ve inventory of public trees; and 

ent official who is designated to issue a compliance 
order or an administrative tatiori to enforce this chapter pursuant to Chapter 1.25 or 
1.26, respectively, of th' code." 

asadena Municipal Code, Title 8, Chapter 8.52.032, is amended to 

ree protection guidelines. 

. 2.032 - Tree protection guidelines. 
Tree rotection guidelines are the standards and specifications for the protection of 
tr s under this chapter. The tree protection guidelines, and any revision thereto, shall 

effective as of the date of their adoption by resolution of the city council prepared by 
the city manager. All guidelines and any revisions thereto shall be effective upon 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the city. All published 
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guidelines shall be filed with the city clerk and will be linked to the official website 
of the city. 

SECTION 4. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 8, Chapter 8.52, Section 8.52 
is amended to read as follows: 

"8.52.075 - Private property tree removal and landmark tree pruning ~ 
I 

Issuance. 

A. Any permit or approval which will result in injury to or remo I of a mature, 
landmark, landmark-eligible, native or specimen tree protected un r this chapter shall 
be denied unless one of the following findings is made: (1) there· a public benefit as 
defined in Section 8.52.024(R), or a public health, safety or w are benefit, to the injury 
or removal that outweighs the protection.of the specific tree· r (2) the present condition 
of the tree is such that it .is not reasonably likely to surviv or (3) tree is an objective 
feature of the tree that makes the tree not suitable for t protections of this chapter; or 
( 4) there would be a substantial hardship to a private roperty owner in the enjoyment 
and use of real property if the injury or removal is permitted; or (5) to not permit 
injury to or removal of a tree would constitute a t ing of the underlying real property; or 
(6) the project, as defined in Section 17.12.02 , includes a landscape design plan that 
emphasizes a tree canopy that is sustainab over the long term by adhering to the 
replacement matrix adopted prepared by · the city 
manager and included in the associate administrative guidelines. Finding 6 shall not 
apply to permits or approvals seekin emoval of a landmark tree and landmark-eligible 
trees. In addition, for removal of a dmark tree, any such permit or approval shall be 
denied unless procedures specifi d for removal of landmarks in Chapter 17.62 are first 
followed. 

B. An applications II be granted, denied, or granted conditionally on the date of 
the associated discreti ary decision, or, if none, within 15 business days after a 
complete application · made. The approval may be based on imposed conditions 

\ . 

reasonably neces to meet the standards of this chapter. 

C. Alter: ative to Replacement Matrix Requirements. When using Finding 6 for 
removal of tected trees, the planting of required replacement trees on-site may be 
satisfied . ough the following alternative, in compliance with the city's regvlations for 

mentation of this chapter. 
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1. Alternative Replacement Fee. The developer may request to pay a fee instead 
of planting on site up to 50 percent of the required number of replacement trees, as 
follows: 

a. The amount of the fee shall be 100 percent of the appraised value of the tr 
that cannot be replaced. 

i. Applicant must submit an application that includes: an apprais y a 
certified arborist utilizing the most recent edition of the Guide for Pia Appraisal 
(published by the International Society of Arboriculture), the numb replacement 
trees calculated using the replacement matrix, and a report by a ertified arborist 
or landscape architect that determines that the number of req · ed on-site 
replacement trees would inhibit healthy growth (e.g., overcr ding of new trees; 
interfere with roots and canopy of existing protected trees nd street trees); 

ii. Up to 50 percent of the required replaceme trees must be planted on­
site and the replacement fee shall be a maximum 50 percent of the appraised 
value of all trees to be removed, prorated as ne ssary. 

b. The review authority may approve an alt ative replacement fee only after 
first making all of the following findings: 

i. Applicant investigated altern 1ve site designs and building footprints 
using existing development stand 

ii. Placing the required mber of replacement trees on site with existing 
plan is not conducive to as tainable landscape plan (e.g., overcrowding with 
existing or new trees; occ aing important view corridors; disrupting the 
configuration of existin pen space; or a landscape design which has historic or 
aesthetic importance· nterfering with existing site features-walls, driveways, 
berms, planting be , pergolas-which have historic or aesthetic importance); 

iii. A mi mum of 50 percent of the required replacement trees are on-site 
and the spa ng and selection of the proposed trees and the landscape design 
contribut to the city's long-term goals of a sustainable urban forest as 
determ · ed by the city's arborist; 

iv. Project includes a well-integrated and thoughtful design solution that 
hances the property and its surroundings; 
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v. Project is not injurious to adjacent properties or uses, or detrimental to 
environmental quality, quality of life, or the health, safety, and welfare of the 
public; and 

vi. Project is consistent with the objectives and policies of the applicable 
design guidelines and the citywide design principles in the general plan. 

c. One .. half of the alternative replacement fee required by this subsection sh 
paid (or alternate security provided in a form acceptable to the director of finance) 
before issuance of a building permit for any part of the project. The remainder o he fee 
shall be paid before a certificate of occupancy is issued for any portion of the roject. 

d. Fees collected in compliance with this section shall be specifie or additional 
plantings that are above and beyond the city's regular planting progra 

SECTION 5. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 8, Chapter 8. , Section 8.52.076 
is amended to read as follows: 

"8.52.076 - Work on public trees. 

Public trees. No permits will be issued to any pe n or entity for pruning or 
removal of public trees, and all pruning and removal f public trees shall be undertaken 
by employees or contractors of the city pursuant t ection 8.52.080. Any person 
desiring to initiate special maintenance or remo I of a public tree by the city, may make 
a written request to the city manager and paY. e costs of service and replacement at 
rates established b the cit mana er a set forth in the tree rotection · 
guidelines sot by ·1, should the request be granted. Any 
such request will be considered based n the provisions of this chapter, established 
public tree removal criteria, other on ing public tree work and available resources." 

SECTION 6. Pasadena nicipal Code, Title 8, Chapter 8.52, Section 8.52.085 
is amended to read as follows· 

"8.52.085 - Prohibited 

The following are pr 1bited acts under this chapter unless expressly exempted: 

i1< Tree. To prune, injure, or to·remove without a permit, a landmark 
here in the city. 

B. ative Tree. To injure, or to remove without a· permit, any native tree located 
in the ablished front yard, required side yard, established corner yard, or required 
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rear yard of all property located in a single-family residential or RM-12 multifamily 
residential zone, and in all areas of all other zoning district anywhere in the city. 

C. Public Tree. To prune, to injure or to remove a public tree located anywhere i 
the city. 

D. Specimen Tree. To injure, or to remove without a permit, any specime ree 
located in the established front yard, required side yard •. established comer ya , or 
required rear yard of all property located in a single-family residential or RM­
multifamily residential zone, and in all areas of all other zoning districts an here in the 
city. 

E. Landmark-Eligible Tree. To injure, or to remove without a ermit, any 
landmark-eligible tree located in the established front yard, requi a side yard, 
established comer yard, or required rear yard of all projects su ect to RS and RM-12 
development standards, and in all areas of all other zoning · trict anywhere in the city. 

F. Mature Tree. To injure, or to remove without a ermit, any mature tree located 
in any zone except projects subject to RS and RM-1 evelopment standards. 

G. To plant a tree of a species other than e official street tree in a parkway, 
median or traffic island, and a violator shall be bject to a civil penalty. 

H. To fail to adhere to the terms an · conditions of any permit issued under this 
chapter. 

· I. To fail to adhere to the te of any tree protection plan imposed as a condition 
of any discretionary land use ap val or development agreement with the city. 

follows: 
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"8.52.155 - Prosecution of violations. 

A violation of any provision of this chapter shall be prosecuted as a 
rt:lisdemeanor or infraction at the option of the city prosecutor and as further se 
in Section 8.52.1&Q60 with respect to penalties and administrative proceedin " 

SECTION 8. Title 8, Chapter 8.52, Section 8.52.160 is amended 
follows: 

"8.52.160- Penalties and administrative proceedings. 

A. Misdemeanors. Any person who violates any provi n of this chapter and is 
convicted of a misdemeanor shall be punished by a fine o ot more than $1,000.00 or 
by imprisonment for a period of not more than 6 months r by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

B. Infractions. Any person who violates an provision of this chapter and is 
convicted of an infraction shall be punished by fine as established in Section 
1.24.025.of not more than $250.00. Each p on convicted may be deemed guilty of a 
separate offense for every day during any ortion of which any violation is committed or 
permitted. 

C. In addition to the penalty ovisions of subsections A and B of this section, 
violations of Sections 8.52.085, 2.1 00, 8.52.11 0, 8.52.120 or 8.52.140 may be 
subject to the administrative pr eedings set forth in Chapters 1.25 and 1.26 of this 
code, including, but without r itation, civil penaltiesf late payment penalties, 
administrative fees, other ated charges and, to the maximum extent permitted by law, 

established by the City Manager and as set forth in the 
tree 

1. Where the violation has resulted in irreparable injury to or removal 
of a tree, the civil penalty shall be in an amount of up to five thousand 
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dollars ($5,000.00) per tree unlawfully injured or removed, or in the full 
amount of the re lacement value of each such tree whichever amount · 

Society of Arboriculture ("ISA"). 

CTION 9. If any part of this Ordinance is held to be invalid for .any reason, 

the 

such cision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion of this Ordinance, and 
ity Coun.cil hereby declares that it would have passed the remainder of this 

cHnance if such invalid portion thereof had been deleted. 

SECTION 10. This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after publication. 
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SECTION 11. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this Ordinance and all 
cause this Ordinance to be published by title and summary. 

Signed and approved this day of , 2018. 

Terry Tomek 
Mayor of the City of Pasade 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted b he City Council of 
the City of Pasadena at its meeting held on day of _ _,_ _ _ _ 2018, by the 
following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Published: 

Brad . Fuller 
As · tant City Attorney 
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Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: April 30, 2018 

FROM: CITY ATIORNEY 

SUBJECT: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 8, CHAPTER 
8.52 (CITY TREES AND TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE) OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 8, CHAPTER 
8.52 (CITY TREES AND TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE) OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE . 

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE 

The City Council previously directed the City Attorney's Office to prepare this 
Ordinance. Since that time, the Planning and Community Development Department, 
the Public Works Department, and the Urban Forest Advisory Commission (UFAC) 
have reviewed and provided further input regarding the proposed provisions. This 
Ordinance establishes increased penalties for violations and allows the City to recqver 
for the financial losses that result from violations of the Tree Protection Ordinance. If 
adopted, the Ordinance will strengthen the remedies against offenders and authorizes 
the City to suspend or revoke any discretionary permit that may be associated with the 
address at which the offense occurs. This Ordinance also authorizes the City Manager 
to prepare and update the tree protection guidelines and the tree replace~ent matrix. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED 

An increase in the potential penalties for violations of the City's Tree Protection 
Ordinance must'be enacted by an amendment to the Municipal Code. The proposed 
amendments will enhance penalties for violations of the City Trees and Tree Protection 
Ordinance. 

04/30/2018 
MEETING OF ___ ___, __ 

AGENDA ITEM NO. ____:_:1_:_6 __ _ 



PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED 

Adding these increased penalties should not increase the staff time of the Planning and 
Community Development staff nor that of the Public Works staff spent on enforcement. 
The time spent on enforcement by the City Attorney's Office may increase due to more 
litigation resulting from the expanded remedies. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Adoption of the ordinance is likely to increase the amount of revenue recovered from 
administrative citations and the amount of the potential increase is yet to be determined. 

Prepared by: 

ilu0 I ,(l& 
Brad L. Fuller 
Assistant City Attorney 

Concurrence: 

S9~ 
Steve Mermell 
City Manager 

0000149025C031 

Respectfully submitted 

~ (_ £~cA 
/ZhMichele Seal Bagneris 

City Attorney 
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Introduced by Council member _____ _ 

ORDINANCE NO. __ _ 

SEE REVISED 
BLACKLINE VERSION 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TLE 8, CHAPTER 
8.52 (CITY TREES AND TREE PROTECTION ORDINANC OF THE PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE. 

' 

SECTION 1. Ordinance No. , due to · length and corresponding cost 
of publication, will be published by title and summa as permitted by Section 508 of the 
Pasadena City Charter. The approved summary this Ordinance is as follows: 

"Ordinance No. will am Ct Title 8 of the Pasadena fy1unicipal Code in 
the following ways: Chapter 8.52 (T S AND TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE) 
will be amended to enhance penalti for violation, and strengthen the City's ability to 
prosecute and remedy violations the Code. Additionally, the City Manager will be 
authorized to prepare and upd the tree protection guidelines and the tree 
replacement matrix. 

Ordinance No. _,__ shall take effect 30 days after publication." 

SECTION 2. asadena Municipal Code, Title 8, Chapter 8.52, Section 8.52.030, 
is amended to re as follows: 

ty manager responsibilities. 

A. By use of city employees, private contractors or authorized volunteers, plant, 

ntain and otherwise care for, or, if necessary, remove public trees. 

B. Prepare an annual program for tree planting and tree care in public places Qf 
the city; 
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C. Recommend to the city council changes or additions to the master stree 
plan as needed; 

D. Inspect the planting, maintenance and removal of all public trees· 

E. Develop maintenance standards as they relate to trees in pu 1c places. 

F. Make determinations on public tree removal based upo ee reports prepared 
by certified arborists, other relevant facts, and upon establishe ublic tree removal 
criteria; 

G. Review development and construction plans a hey affect mature, landmark, 
landmark-eligible, native, public and specimen trees; 

H. Act as advisor to the design commissio 

revisions thereto to 

K.b. Maintain a compr ensive inventory of public trees; and 

rcement official who is designated to issue a compliance 
order or an administr e citation to enforce this chapter pursuant to Chapter 1.25 or 

· 1.26, respectively, this code." 

3. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 8, Chapter 8.52.032, is amended to 

- Tree protection guidelines. 

8.52.032 • Tree protection guidelines. 
ee protection guidelines are the standards and specifications for the protection of 

rees under this chapter. The tree protection guidelines, and any revision thereto, shall 
be effective as of tho date of their adoption by resolution of tho city council prepared by 
the city manager. All guidelines and any revisions thereto shall be effective upon 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the city. All published 
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uidelines shall be filed with the cit clerk and will be linked to the official 
of the city. 

SECTION 4. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 8, Chapter 8.52, Secti 
is amended to read as follows: 

"8.52.075 - Private property tree removal and landmark tree p 
Issuance. 

A. Any permit or approval which will result in injury to removal of a mature, 
landmark, landmark-eligible, native or specimen tree prote ed under this chapter shall 
be denied unless one of the following findings is made: there is a public penefit as 
defined in Section 8.52.024(R), or a public health, sa~ or welfare benefit, to the injury 
or removal that outweighs the protection of the spe · c tree; or (2) the present condition 
of the tree is such that it is not reasonably likely t urvive; or (3) tree is an objective 
feature of the tree that makes the tree not suita e for the protections of this chapter; or 
( 4) there would be a substantial hardship to rivate property owner in the enjoyment 
and use of real property if the injury or rem al is not permitted; or (5) to not permit 
injury to or removal of a tree would cons · te a taking of the underlying real property; or 
(6) the project, as defined in Section 1 .12.020, includes a landscape design plan that 
emphasizes a tree canopy that is s ainable over the long term by adhering to the 
replacement matrix adopted re ed by resolution of tho city council the city 
manager and included in the a ociated administrative guidelines. Finding 6 shall not 
apply to permits or approvals eeking removal of a landmark tree and landmark7eligible 
trees. In addition, for remo I of a landmark tree, any s~ch permit or approval shall be 
denied unless procedur specified for removal of landmarks in Chapter 17.62 are first 
followed. 

B. An appr tion shall be granted, denied, or granted conditionally on the date of 
the associated scretionary decision, or, if none, within 15 business days after a 
complete ap cation is made. The approval may be based on imposed conditions 
reasonabl ecessary to meet the standards of this chapter . 

. Alternative to Replacement Matrix Requirements. When using Finding 6 for 
rem al of protected trees, the planting of required replacement trees on-site may be 
s sfied through the following alternative, in compliance with the city's regulations for 
e implementation of this chapter. 
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1. Alternative Replacement Fee. The developer may request to pay a fee i 
of planting on site up to 50 percent of the required number of replacement tree 
follows: 

a. The amount of the fee shall be 100 percent of the appraised v 
that cannot be replaced. 

i. Applicant must submit an application that includes· n appraisal by a 
certified arborist utilizing the most recent edition of the G de for Plant Appraisal 
(published by the International Society of Arboricultur , the number replacement 
trees calculated using the replacement matrix, and eport by a certified arborist 
or landscape architect that determines that the n ber of required on-site 
replacement trees would inhibit healthy growth .g., overcrowding of new trees; 
interfere with roots and canopy of existing pr cted trees and street trees); 

ii. Up to 50 percent of the require eplacement trees must be planted on-
site and the replacement fee shall be aximum of 50·percent of the appraised 
value of all trees to be removed, pro ted as necessary. 

b. The review authority may ap ove an alternative replacement fee only after 
first making all of the following findi s: 

i. Applicant invesf ated alternative site designs and building footprints 
using existing develop ent standards; 

ii. Placing required number of replacement trees on site with existing 
plan is not con cive to a sustainable landscape plan (e.g., overcrowding with 
existing or n trees; occluding important view corridors; disrupting the 
configurati of existing open space; or a landscape design which has historic or 
aestheti portance; interfering with existing site features-walls, driveways, 
berms Ianting beds, pergolas-which have historic or aesthetic importance); 

iii. A minimum of 50 percent of the required replacement trees are on-site 
nd the spacing and selection of the proposed trees and the landscape design 

contributes to the city's long-term goals of a sustainable urban forest as 
determined by the city's arborist; 

iv. Project includes a well-integrated and thoughtful design solution that 
enhances the property and its surroundings; 
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v. Project is not injurious to adjacent properties or uses, or detrimen 
environmental quality, quality of life, or the health, safety, and welfare of e 
public; and 

vi. Project is consistent with the objectives and policies of the pplicable 
design guidelines and the citywide design principles in the gener lan. 

c. One-half of the alternative replacement fee required by thi ubsection shall be 
paid (or alternate security provided in a form acceptable to the dir tor of finance) 
before issuance of a building permit for any part of the project. e remainder of the fee 
shall be paid before a certificate of occupancy is issued for a portion of the project. 

d. Fees collected in compliance with this section all be specified for additional 
plantings that are above and beyond the city's regular anting programs." 

SECTION 5. Pasadena Municipal Code, Ti 8, Chapter 8.52, Section 8.52.076 
is amended to read as follows: 

"8.52.076 -Work on public trees. 

Public trees. No permits will be is ed to any person or entity for pruning or 
removal of public trees, and all prun · g and removal of public trees shall be undertaken 
by employees or contractors of th city pursuant to Section 8.52.080. Any person 
desiring to initiate special main ance or removal of a public tree by the city, may make 
a written request to the city nager and pay the costs of service and replacement at 
rates established b the · mana er and set forth in the tree rotection 
guidelines set by ·1, should the request be granted. Any 
such request will be c sidered based on the provisions of this chapter, established 
public tree removal 1teria, other ongoing public tree work and available resources." 

. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 8, Chapter 8.52, Section 8.52.085 
is amended t ead as follows: 

lowing are prohibited acts under this chapter unless expressly exempted: 

A. Landmark Tree. To prune, injure, or to rem,ove without a permit, a landmark 
tree located anywhere in the city. 

B. Native Tree. To injure, or to remove without a permit, any native tree located 
in the established front yard, required side yard, established comer yard, or required 
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rear yard of all property located in a single-family residential or RM-12 multifamilY, 
residential zone; and in all areas of all other zoning district anywhere in the city 

C. Public Tree. To prune, to injure or to remove a public tree locate 
the city. 

D. Specimen Tree. To injure, or to remove without a permit, 
located in the established front yard, required side yard, establish comer yard, or 
required rear yard of all property located ir;1 a single-family resi tial or RM-12 
multifamily residential zone, and in all areas of all other zoni districts anywhere in the 
city. 

E. Landmark-Eligible Tree. To injure, or to rem e without a permit, any 
landmark-eligible tree located in the established fro yard, required side yard, 
established comer yard, or required rear yard of projects subject toRS and RM-12 
development standards, and in all areas of all o er zoning district anywhere in the city. 

F. Mature Tree. To injure, or to rem e without a permit, any mature tree located 
in any zone except projects subject toR and RM-12 development standards. 

G. To plant a tree of a specie other than the official street tree in a parkway, 
median or traffic island, and a viol or shall be subject to a civil penalty. 

H. To fail to adhere to e terms and conditions of any permit issued under this 
chapter. 

e to the terms of any tree protection plan imposed as a condition 
of any discretionary nd use approval or development agreement with the city. 

CTION 7. Title 8, Chapter 8.52, Section 8.52.155 is amended to read as 

.52.155 - Prosecution of violations. 
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A violation of any provision of this chapter shall be prosecuted as a 
misdemeanor or infraction at the option of the city prosecutor and as further set 
in Section 8.52.19060 with respect to penalties and administrative proceedin 

SECTION 8. Title 8, Chapter 8.52, Section 8.52.160 is amended 
follows: 

"8.52.160 - Penalties and administrative proceedings. 

A. Misdemeanors. Any person who violates any provi · n of this chapter and is 
convicted of a misdemeanor shall be punished by a fine of ot more than $1 ,000.0~0 or 
by imprisonment for a period of not more than 6 months by both such fine and 

imprisonment. tA.S ~:> 
.,_,.. 0 11"> 

B. Infractions. Any person who violates an rovision of this chapt and is \ .. ~~· 
convicted of an infraction shall be punished by me .. Each 
person convicted may be deemed guilty of a parate offense for every day during any 
portion of which any violation is committed permitted. 

C. In addition to the penalty pro sions of subsections A and B of this section, 
violations of Sections 8.52.085, 8.5 00, 8.52.11 0, 8.52.120 or 8.52.140 may be 
subject to the administrative proc dings set forth in Chapters 1.25 and 1.26 of this 
code, including, but without limi tion, civil penalties, late payment penalties, 
administrative fees, other rei d charges and, to the maximum extent permitted by law, 
tree replacement costs as tablished by the City Manager and as set forth in the 
tree rotection uideli 

r violation or in an amount as 

1. Where the violation has resulted in irreparable injury to or removal 
of a tree, the civil penalty shall be in an amount of up to five thousand 
dollars ($5,000.00) per tree unlawfully injured or removed, or in the full 
amount" of the replacement value of each such tree, whichever amount is 
higher. Such amount shall be payable to· the city. Replacement value for 
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the ur oses of this section shall be determined utilizin the most re 
edition of the Guide for Plant A ublished b the lnternatio I 
Society of Arboriculture C"ISA"). 

2. ln"unctive Relief. A civil action rna 
en"oin or otherwise com el the cessation of such violation 

or removal 

SEC ON 9. If any part of this Ordinance is held to be Invalid for any reason, 
such dec· 1on shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion of this Ordinance, and 
this Ci Council hereby declares that it would have passed the remainder of this 
Ordi nee if such invalid portion thereof had been deleted. 

SECTION 10. This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after publication. 

SECTION 11. The City Clerk shall c~rtify the adoption of this Ordinance and shall 
cause this Ordinance to be published by title and summary. 
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Signed and approved this ____ day of ____ , 2018. 

Terry Tomek 
Mayor of the City of Pasadena 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by t City Council of 
the City of Pasadena at its meeting held on day of ---1--- 2018, by the 
following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Published: 
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Mark Jomsky, CMC 
City Clerk 



Jomsl<y. Mark 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Emina Darakjy <emina@earthlink.net> 
Monday, April 30, 2018 3:26 AM 
Jomsky, Mark 
Agenda item 16 

Dear Mayor Tornek, members of the Council and City Manager 

Since I am not able to attend tonight's meeting in person, I hope you will consider my 
comments from Paris with it's beautiful trees. 

First I would like to thank staff both in the Public Works Department (forestry Division) and the 
Planning and Community Department and in particular Ara Maloyan and David Reyes for 
realizing the need to do something· to protect ou~ Urban Forest further from those who 
continue to violate our present Tree Protection Ordinance (TPO). This is a step in the right 
direction. 

Having said that, I would like to see the increase to the amounts of penalties much higher in 
order to shqw those who damage or kill trees both public and private that Pasadera values it's 
trees and is very serious about making sure this does not occur. · 

Under ·Penalties and Administrative Proceedings why are we limiting fines to no more than$ 
1000? I would like to see them at $5000 OR at least an amount in between the two. Plus the 
assessed value of the tree should It die as the result of the damage done to it. 

Under Infractions, I would like to see the fine changed to $500 per tree. 

Civil Penalties should be higher too. This is our chance to do it right as who knows when the 
next changes will occur. 

I also would like to see the city be able to revoke permits when a person is caught violating our 
TPO more than once AND go as far as preventing a developer from submitting their projects 
for a certain number of months and even years (depending on the severity of the case). This 

was successfully done in other cities. 

Unfortunately over the many years I have lived in Pasadena, I have seen hundreds of trees cut 
. down by developers OR even worse be allowed to die (on purpose) while boxed waiting to be 
relocated on site. The worse case I can think of is the Westgate Project where every tree in 
those 64 inch and 84 inch boxes at the corner of Pasadena Ave and Green street died and 
apartments surfaced in their place. 
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I also would like to see any private tree removal request meet more than ONE finding before a 
removal permit is granted. 

Why are we protecting private trees ONLY if they are planted within a certain zone of the lot? 
If they meet the protection guidelines they should be protected period non matter where they 
are planted. 

Any trees that are removed (with permit) or die should be replaced with similar species. Very 
often developers replace them with flowering much smaller trees. An oak, pine, magnolia for 

. instance should never be replaced with a crepe myrtle. 

When dealing with significant tree removal requests 1· urge you to always obtain a second 
opinion from an independent arborist. Unfortunately on more than one occasion I have seen 
arborists (some I personally know) write anything in their report to make a tree disappear for 
their clients. 

With regards to amending OR changing th.e Master Street Tree Plan I would like to see thi·s 
done with public participation and input . 

. What is taking place this evening is a very good thing and I hope that more amendments to the 
complete TPO will be considered at a later date. 

'·· 

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard. 

With best regards, 

Emina Darakjy 

2 



THEPASADENAJOURNALNEWS 
1541 N. LAKE AVE., SUITE A 
PASADENA, CA 91104 
(626)798-3972 This space is for Clerk's filing Stamp 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
(2025.5 C.C.P.) 

' 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
County of Los Angeles 

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident 
of the printer of the Pasadena Journal, a newspaper 
of general circulation printed and published weekly 
in the city of Pasadena, County of Los Angeles and 
which newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper of 
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County 
of Los Angeles, State of California, under the date of 
April 16, 1991, Case Number C013336, that the notice 
of which is annexed is a printed copy (set in type not 
smaller than nonpareil) has been published in each 
regular and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any 
supplement thereof on the following dated to-wit 

May I Qth of20 18. 

I certify declare under penalty perjury that the 
Foregoi g is e and correct. 

Amber Hudson 

ORDINANCE NO 7322 

-- Introduced by Councilmemkr-HamPion 

ORDINANCE NO. 7322 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ClTY OF 
.PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 8, 
CHAPTER 8.52 (CITY TREES AND 
TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE) 
~F THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL 
CODE. 

' SECTION I. Orci1w1ce No. 7322 , due to its 
ICI'81h and COI1'<SJ)C)IUiJ cost of publication, will be 
published by tide andNnmaryas permitted by Section 
508~fthel'asadenaCityCbarter.Theapprovedsummary 

of this Ordinance is as follows; ' 

Ordinance No. 7322 will amend Title 8 of . 
the Pasadena MW'icipel Code in the followirl: ways: 
Olapeer 8.S2 (TREES AND TREE PROTECTION 
ORO IN ANCE)wiD be amendedtoemanoepcnallies for 
violation. and s~nrcthen the CS.ty's ability to proseeure 
andrcmedyviolalionsoflbeCode.Additiorally,tbeCS.ty 
M..-.gerwiUbea~toJnPOreandupdalethe~nt 

, prolccOon guideline$ and the tree ~ matrix.· , 

· Ordinance No. 7322 shall tW effect 30 days J 
after publication. • , 

. SECTION %. The City Cletk shall .certifY 
the adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause tbis 
Ordinance to be published by tide and SI.Utl!Dal)'. 

SECTION 3. Tms Ordinance sball W<e effect 
30 days after pubtication. 

Signed and IJ)IrOVed IIU7th day of May, i~ 18. 

TenyTomek 
Mt)'Of of the CS.ty of I'asade!Jo 

I HllREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing 
crdinance was edopted by the City Council of the City 
ofl'asadena at ils meeting held on 7th dayo0by20 18, 
by the followirl: vote: 

AYES: Cowtcilmembers G«do, Hampton, , f 
Madison, Mosuda, McA~.Iin. 1 

' Wilson. Mayor Tomek 
NOES:' None · 
·ABSENT: Vice Mayor Kennedy 
ABSTAIN: None 

Mari<Joaod(.T, CMC 
_, CllyCitrtl 

· . . .. .. / / 
PublisJo<'l' May 10, 1018 
~dena)~ 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 



City of Pasadena 
.CITY CLERK'S DEPT-ADMIN 
100 N. Garfield Ave., Rm S228 
Pasadena, CA 91109 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
(2015.5 C.C.P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Los Angeles 

I om o citizen of the United States and o 
resident of the County aforesaid; I om over the 
age of eighteen years, and not o party to or 
Interested In the above entitled matter. I om the 
principal clerk of the printer of the Pasadena 
Weekly, o newspaper of general circulation, 
printed and published weekly In the City of 

. Pasadena, County of Los Angeles, and which 
newspaper has been odtudged a newspaper of 
general circulation by the Superior Cour:t of the 
County of Los Angeles, State of Collfomlo, 
under the dote of February 19, 1988, Case No. 
C 655 062; that the notice, of which the 
annexed Is a printed copy (set In type no 
smaller than nonpareil), has been published In 

. each regular and entire Issue of sold newspaper 
and not In any supplement thereof on the 
following dotes, to wits 

5/10/18 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of 
perjury that the foregoing is tru~ and 
correct. 

Dated at Pasadena, California 

This 1 Qth Day of May, 2018 

Signature 

Weekly 
50 South De Lacey Ave. Suite 200 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
v: (626) 584-1500 x100 f: (626) 795-0149 

Introduced by Counclmember Hampton 

ORDINANCE NO. 7322 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 8, 
CHAPTER 8.52 (CITY TREES ANO TREE 
PROTECTION ORDINANCE) OF THE 
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE. 

SECTION 1. Ordinance No. 7322 , due to 
lis I._ and corresponding cost ol 
publlcalfon, will be publslled by tile and 
summary as permitted by Secdon 508 orlhe 
Pasadena aty Charter. The approved 
summary tllllls Ordlnance Is as folows: 

"SSInmary 

Ordln~~~~e No. 7322 w111811*1d Tl1le 8 orlhe 
Pasadena Municipal Code In lhe folow!no 
ways: Cilapler 8.62 (TREES AND TREE 
PROTECTION ORDINANCE) will be 
amended 1o enlllnce penlllles b ¥iolatlon, 
and slreriglhen the~ lbllllr to prosecutt 
and remedy vlcDtlons tl the Code. 
Mdlllon8lly, ... City Manager wll be 
authortDd to ptepn 111d updll8 lhe tree 
plllleclon gulcltllnes and lhe tree 
replacerrent malrlx. 

Ordln~~~~e No. 7322 shall take effect 30 
days aller publleatlon.' 

SECTION 2. The aty Clettt Wll cerllly the 
adoplfon or this Ordinance and slla41 cau&e 
Ills OrdiBance to be published by He and 
summary. 

SECTION 3. This Ordinance $llall take 
elfeet 30days after publication. 

Slpd lld appiOV8d Ills .,.. 
day or May, 2011. 

TlfiYTomek 
Mayor orlhe City or Pasedena 

I HEREBY CERTifY 1hat the foregoing 
ordinance was adojlted by Ule City Councl 
or hi cry or Pasalena at 11s meedng held 
on 7th dey or May 2018, by t1e following 
VOle: 

AYES: Councllmembels Gordo. Hamptoo, 
Malson, Masude, McAustln, Wilson, Mayor 
Tomek 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: \1ce Mayor Kennedy 

ABSTAIN: None 

Mark Jomsky, CMC 
City Clert 

Putlltshed: 5110118 
Pasadena Weeldy 


