
Introduced by: Counc ilmembe r Hampton 

ORDINANCE NO. _ 7...:..3_2_3 _____ _ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 14, CHAPTER 14.30 RELATING TO PROHIBITION OF 
FIREWORKS 

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1. Pasadena ~unicipal Code, Title 14, Chapter 14.30, Section 
14.30.020, is amended to read as follows: 

"14.30.020- Possession, sale, use or discharge of fireworks without valid 
permit and license unlawful. 

"It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, sell, use or discharge fireworks or 
fireworks kits of any class, including Class C "safe and sane" fireworks, unless a permit 
authorizing such possession, sale, use or discharge has been issued to that person by 
the fire chief, and unless such person is in possession of a valid pyrotechnic operators 
license issued by the Office of the State Fire Marshal. It shall also be unlawful for any 
property owner or tenant resident in the City to knowingly allow another individual to . 
possess, sell , use or discharge fireworks or fireworks kits on the property where they 
are the owner or tenant. The fire chief may establish reasonable rules and regulations 
for the issuance of fireworks permits and may issue the same subject to the payment of 
the fees established by the city council." 

SECTION 2. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 14, Chapter 14.30, Section 
14.30.050, is amended to read as follows: 

"14.30.050- Violation deemed misdemeanor or infraction. 

"Any person who violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of an infraction or 

a misdemeanor at the discretion of the City Prosecutor. Upon conviction, the person 
shall be punished by as prescribed in Chapter 1.24. The person shall also be 
responsible for all costs assoCiated with the safe disposal of all confiscated fireworks as 
well as all e~penses, costs, fees and fines associated with the investigation of the 
charges." 
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SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance an.d shall 
cause this ordinance to be published in full text. 

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days after its publication. 

Signed and approved this 21st day of May I 2018. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of 
the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 21 s tday of May I 20181 by the 
following vote: 

AYE$ : Councilmembers Hampton, Masuda', McAustin, Wilson, · 
Mayor Tornek 

NOES: Vice Mayor Kennedy 

ABSEN~ Councilmembers Gordo, Madison 

ABSTAIN: None 

Date Published: May 24, 2018 

City Clerk 
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Ordinance Fact Sheet 

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: May 14, 2018 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING 
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE.TITLE 14, CHAPTER 14.30, 
RELATING TO PROHIBITION OF FIREWORKS 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE: · 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 14, CHAPTER 14.30 RELATING TO PROHIBITION OF 
FIREWORKS 

PURPOSE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE: 

The proposed ordinance will amend the City's municipal code provisions regarding 
fireworks to hold property owners and tenants who permit the possession, sale, usage, 
or discharge of fireworks on their property responsible, allowing for the prosecution of 
fireworks related offenses to be either an infraction or a misdemeanor, and clarify that 
offenders are responsible for all costs associated with the safe disposal of all 
confiscated fireworks. The City Council directed preparation of this ordinance on May 
14, 2018. . 

BACKGROUND: 

The Pasadena Fire Department has found that enforcement of the City's Fireworks 
Ordinance is being hampered by property owners and tenants who allow fireworks to be 
possessed, sold, used or discharged on their property but claim that they are unaware 
of the activity. The purpose of the proposed amendments is to hold those who allow 
for the possession, sale, use or discharge of fireworks on their property, responsible. 

05/21/2018 
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· Also, the Municipal Code currently provides that violation of the Fireworks Ordinance is 
a misdemeanor·, ·and this ordinance provides that violations could be prosecuted as an 
infraction or misdemeanor. 

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED: 

The City's ordinance relating to fireworks and fireworks enforcement was established by 
ordinance and must be amended by ordinance. 

PROGRAM, DEPARTMENT, OR GROUPS AFFECTED: 

The Fire Department issues citations. The City Prosecutor's Office prosecutes 
violations. The Department of Finance assists in collections of unpaid administrative 
citation fines. , 

ENVIRONMENTAL: 

The proposed amendment has been determined to be exempt from environmental 
review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15060(c)(2). 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

The proposed ordinance change shall likely result in an estimated increase iri revenue 
of an indeterminate amount, resulting from increased fines and fees paid by offenders. 

LES Y CHEUNG 
Assistant City Attorney 

Approved by: 

J'~ 
STEVE MERMELL 
City Manager 

Doc# 0000149139C031 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~' MICHELE BEALBAS 
City. Attorney 



SEE ADOPTED 
ORDINANCE NO. 7323 

Introduced by:--------------~-

ORDINANCE NO.--------

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AME 
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 14, CHAPTER 14.30 RELATING 
FIREWORKS 

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows: 

lNG PASADENA 
PROHIBITION OF 

SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 4, Chapter 14.30, Section 
14.30.020, is amended to read as follows: 

"14.30.020- Possession, sale, use or Jscharge of fireworks without valid 
permit and license unlawful. 

"It shall be unlawful for any perso o possess, sell, use or discharge fireworks or 
fireworks kits of any class, including Cl s C "safe and sane" fireworks, unless a permit 
authorizing sue~ possession, sale, u or discharge has been issued to that person by 
the fire chief, and unless such per n is in possession of a valid pyrotechnic operators 
license issued by the Office oft State Fire Marshal. It shall also be unlawful for 

resident in the Cit to knowin I allow another 

SECTION . Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 14, Chapter 14.30, Section 
14.30.050, is ended to read as follows: 

.050- Violation deemed misdemeanor or infraction. 

" ny person who violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of an infraction 
or a 1sdemeanor at the discretion of the City Prosecutor. Upon conviction, the 

e on shall be unished as rescribed in Cha ter 1.24. The erson shall also be 
s onsible for all costs associated with the safe dis osal of all confiscated 

fireworks as well as all expenses, costs, fees and fines associated with the 
investigation of the charges." 
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SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and 
cause this ordinance to be published in full text. 

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days after its public 

Signed and approved this ___ day of ----'--· 2018. 

Terry Tornek 
Mayor of the City of P 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance w adopted by the City Council of 
the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this ay of , 2018, by the 
following vote: 

AYES 

NOES 

ABSENT 

ABSTAIN 

Date Published: · 
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Mark Jomsky, CMC 
City Clerk 



City of Pasadena 
CITY CLERK'S DEPT-ADMIN 
100 N. Garfield Ave., Rm S228 
Pasadena, CA 91109 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
(2015.5 C.C.P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Los Angeles 

I am a citizen of the United States and a 
resident of the County aforesaid; I am over the 
age of eighteen years, and not a party to or 
interested in the above entitled matter. I am the 
principal clerk of the printer of the Pasadena 
Weekly, a newspaper of general circulation, 
printed and published weekly in the City of 
Pasadena, County of los Angeles, and which 
newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper of 
general circulation by the Superior Court of the 
County of los Angeles, State of California, 
under the date of February 19, .1988, Case No. 
C 655 062; that the notice, of which the 
annexed is a printed copy (set in type no 
smqller . tllb~: :r~cmpa'reil), has been published in 
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper 
and not in any supplement thereof on the 
following dates, to wit: 

S/24/18 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of 
perjury that the foregoing is true and 
correct. 

Dated at Pasadena, California 

This 24th Day of May, 2018 

~;Mj_ ·· 
Signature 

.. · .. .. •. 

~- ' .. ... .. . ... . . .;, 

: W. · . e-~e·'··k-.... :I·.Y·,:: ~\::-'_:: :.· -~· ... ~::·. · :, __ ........ , ·, 
, , , • ' •, ' ' I ' , ~ '• 

.. .. . . . . : • 

SO South .De -Lacey Ave. Suite 200 
Pasadena, CA 911 OS 
v: (626) S84-1 SOO x1 00 f: (626) 79S-0149 . 

Introduced by: 
Councilmember Hampton 

ORDINANCE NO. 7323 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF PASADENA 
AMENDING PASADENA 
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 14, 
CHAPTER 14.30 RELATING 
TO PROHIBITION OF 
FIREWORKS 

The People of the City of 
Pasadena ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1. Pasadena 
Municipal Code, Title 14, 
Chapter 14.30, Section 
14.30.020, is amended to read 
as follows: 

14.30.020 - Possession, 
sale, use or discharge of 
fireworks without valid 
permit and license unlawful . 

'II shall be unlawful for any 
person to possess, sell , use or 
discharge fireworks or 
fireworks kits of any class, 
including Class C 'safe and 
sane' fireworks, unless a 
permit authorizing such 
possession, sale, use or 
discharge has been issued to 
that person by the fire chief, 
and unless such person is in 
possession of a valid 
pyrotechnic operators license 
issued by the Office of the 
State Fire Marshal. It shall 
also be unlawful for any 
property owner or tenant 
resident in the City to 
knowing ly allow another 
individual to possess, sell, use 
or discharge fireworks or 
fireworks -kits on the ·property . 
where they are the owner or . 
tenant. The fire chief may 
establish reasonable rules and 
regulations for the issuance of 
fireworks permits and . may 
issue the same subject to the 
payment of the fees 
established by the city 
council.' 

SECTION 2. Pasadena 
Municipal Code, Title 14, 
Chapter 14.30, Section 
14.30.050, is amended to 
read as follows: 

14.30.050-VIolation 
deemed misdemeanor or 
infraction. 

• A_ny person who violates 
any provision of this chapter is 
guilty of an infraction or a 
misdemeanor at the discretion 
of the City Prosecuto(. Upon 
conviction. the person shqll be 
punished by as prescribed in 

·•{ ' 

.. , .... 

Chapter 1.24. The person shall 
also be responsible for all 
costs associated with the safe 
disposal of all confiscated 
fireworks as well as all 
expenses, costs, fees and 
fines associated with the 
investigation of the charges.' 

SECTION 3. The City Clerk 
shall certify the adoption of 
this ordinance and shall 
cause this ordinance to be 
published in full text. 

SECTION 4. This 
ordinance shall take effect 30 
days after its publication. 

Signed and approved this 
21st day of May, 2018. 

Terry Tornek 
Mayor of the City of Pasadena 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the 
foregoing ordinance was 
adoptee by the City Council of 
the City of Pasadena at its 
meeting held this 21st day of 
May, 2018, by the 
following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers 
Hampton, Masuda, McAuslin, 
Wilson. Mayor Tornek 

NOES: Vice Mayor Kennedy 

ABSENT: Councilmembers 
Gordo, Madison 

ABSTAIN: None 

Date Published: May 24, 2018 
Pasadena Weekly 

Mark Jomsky, CMC 
City Clerk 

• .. •;_;· 

'J : . ··· .-.. 

. . ' 

·:.\ . 



THEPASADENAJOURNALNEWS 
1541 N. LAKE AVE., SUITE A 
PASADENA, CA 91104 
(626)798-3972 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
(2025.5 C.C.P.) 

This space is for Clerk's filing Stamp 

ORDINANCE NO 7323 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
County of Los Angeles 

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident 
of the printer of the Pasadena Journal, a newspaper 
of general circulation printed and published weekly 
in the city of Pasadena, County of Los Angeles and 
which newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper of 
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County 
of Los Angeles, State of California, under the date of 
Aprill6, 1991, Case Number C013336, that the notice 
of which is annexed is a printed copy (set in type not 
smaller than nonpareil) has been published in each 
regular and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any 
supplement thereof on the following dated to-wit 

May 24th. of2018. 

I certify and declar~ under penalty perjury that the 
Foregoing is true and correct. 

Signature 

Amber Hudson 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

[see attached] 
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IIIU:oduced by: Councihnember Hampton 

ORDINANCE NO. 7323 
, • 

AN . ORDiNANCE :OF tilE. :CITY 
OF· PASADENA . ·A·fi.fEN DING 
P~SADENA. MUNICIPAL cOJ)E 
TITLE 14, CHAPTER 14.3iJ 
RELA'!'ING. TO PROHiBITiON OF 
FIREWORK!) · 

. The People ·.~r lhe City of Pasadena ordain 

3srouom: . 
S!'CTION 1. Pasadena M_uniciPal C!xJe, Title 

14~Cbapter 14.3o; seetion 14.30.020, is amended to : 
r~d as follows: : . . ... ••1 

· f4.30.020.:-<' Possesslon, sale, uoeordlscbarge . ·~=rk£ without -.:a lid P:","":lt and _llce~se J 
. "It sbaU be unlawful for'anyperson to p<JSse5S, 

sell, use or discharge fireworks or firewor~ kits .or 
any clas:;, including ClaSs C "safe )Uld sane" fireworks, 
unless a pennit authori2ing such possession, sale, use 

• or disch8I]le·ha~ been issued. to that person by tilt fire 
chief;. and unless sucl)pe!$0!1is inp<JSseSsi6n of a valii:l 
pyrotechnic OP:"rata:s license issued by the Office of 
tbe State File. Marshal. It shall abo be unlawful· for 
any property owner or tenarir-resident in the CiiY to 
t<nowir1!&' allow anolbt;r j!ldividual to possess, seu, use . 
or diseharg¢.firewoii<s or firewocks kits on lhe property. 
where tbey are lhe :Owner or tenant. Tbe fir~chiet ma)' 
estlblishreasanableruiesandregUlalions for lhe issuance· 
of fireworks pennits and may issue the san~e subject io 
lhe poymentofthe fees established by the city cooncil." 

SECTION z. Pasadena Mnnicipal Code, Ti~e 
14, Chapter 14.30, Section 14.30.050, is amended to 
read as fol)ows: 

14.30.050-Vlolatloa cleaned misdemeanor 
or inlractloo. 

"Any pet;son whO violates any provision of this 
chapter is guiltY of an infraction or a misdemeanor at 
the discretion of the City Prosecutor. Upon convictiOO: 
lhe person shall be punished by as prescribed in Ola)l(ef 
1.24. The pe!$011 sball also be re$p6ilsible for aU cootS 
.S.ociated wilh lhe safe ·disposal of .al[ confiscated . 
fireworks as well as all OJ<!)ense5, coots, fees and fines 
associated witb lhe itivestigation of the charges." 

SECTION 3. The City Clerk sball certifY the 
adoptionofthisordinanceandsbaUcausethisordinance 
to be published in full text. . 

SECTION 4. This ·erdi.Jiance· shall take etiect 
· 30 days after its publication. . . 

Signed and approvedthis 21st day of May, 2018. 

Terry'fomet I 
Mayor of the City ofPasadena I 

I HEREBY CERTifillhal the foregoing ordinance was . 1 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Pasadena 
at its meeting 1\0ld this 21st day ofMay,'2018, by the 

foU~ngY<;>:t~ ' ·". _, ,, . 

AYES: ··•. 

NOES: . 
;J'..BSENT: 
AB~AIN: 

Councilmembets Hampton, Mas~ 
McAustin, Wllso)\ Mayor Tomek. 
Vice Mayor Ke!l!iedy 
Councilmernbeis Gordo, Madison 
None · · ... 

Mark Jornsky, CMC 
· Cily Clerk · 

· Date Published: May24, 2018. 
Pasadena Jouthal' 

·! 


