Introduced by: _ Councilmember Kennedy

ORDINANCE NO. _7389

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING CHAPTER 9.37 (LEAF-
BLOWING MACHINES) OF TITLE 9 (PUBLIC PEACE, MORALS AND WELFARE) OF
THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE RELATED TO THE PROHIBITION OF GAS-
POWERED LEAF-BLOWING MACHINES

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 9, Article 6, Chapter 9.37 (Leaf

Blowing Machines), Section 9.37.030 (Prohibitions) is amended as follows:
“9.37.030 - Prohibition.

A

D.

It is unlawful for any person to use or to operate, or cause to be operated any
type of leaf-blowing machine or device within a residential area before 8:00
a.m. and after 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday; before 9:00 a.m. and after
5:00 p.m. on Saturday; or at any time on Sunday.

It is unlawful for any person to use or allow to be used, or to operate or cause
to be used or operated any type of leaf-blowing machine or device in the city
within a radius of 500 feet of a residential area before 8:00 a.m. and after 6:00
p.m., Monday through Friday; before 9:00 a.m. and after 5:00 p.m. on Saturday;
or at any time on Sunday.

It is unlawful for any person to use or operate, or cause to be used or operated,
a leaf blower in such a manner as to blow, dispel or make airborne, leaves,
grass cuttings, paper, trash or any other type of unattached debris or material,
which, by use of the leaf blower, will intentionally cause such leaves, grass
cuttings, paper, trash or any other type of unattached debris or material to
become airborne or travel beyond the property boundaries of the parcel on
which it is being used, to adjoining properties or public rights-of-way within the
city, and to remain there for more than 15 minutes.

It is unlawful to operate more than one leaf blower per parcel.



E. ltis unlawful to operate a leaf blower for more than 15 minutes per hour on a
parcel less than 1/2 acre, and for more than 30 minutes per hour on a parcel
greater than 1/2 acre.

F. Itis unlawful to operate a leaf blower with a maximum noise level of 65 decibels
when measured from a distance of 50 feet.

G. Commencing February 28, 2023, it is unlawful for the city, and commencing
April 28, 2023, it is unlawful for any person to operate or authorize the
operation of a gas-powered leaf blower at any time for any purpose.
Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, the person responsible for any
violation of this Section G shall be limited to the landscape business owner, or
homeowner if using their private gas-powered leaf blower. Use of gas-powered
leaf blowers is exempt from this section as follows:

1. When utilized by or at the direction of emergency responders for the
purposes of responding to an emergency, or necessary to restore,
preserve, protect or save lives or property from imminent danger of loss
or harm.

2. When used to clear downed trees or vegetation in areas needing
expedient clearance when necessary to protect public safety, as
authorized by the City.”

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall
cause this ordinance to be published in full text.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect upon publication.

Signed and approved this_ 22th  dayof April ,2022.

ka .

Victor Gordo b
Mayor of the City of Pasadena




| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City
Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this _25th  day
of April 2022, by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Hampton, Kennedy, Madison, Masuda,
Rivas, Williams, Mayor Gordo

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

Date Published: 04/28/2022

Mark-domsky
City Clerk
Approved as to form:

/s/ Theresa Fuentes

Theresa E. Fuentes
Assistant City Attorney



Ordinance Fact Sheet

TO: CITY COUNCIL DATE: April 11, 2022
FROM: CITY ATTORNEY
SUBJECT: ORDINANCE BANNING GAS-POWERED LEAF-BLOWERS

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING CHAPTER 9.37 (LEAF-
BLOWING MACHINES) OF TITLE 9 (PUBLIC PEACE, MORALS AND WELFARE) OF
THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE RELATED TO THE PROHIBITION OF GAS-
POWERED LEAF-BLOWING MACHINES

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE

This ordinance bans gas-powered leaf-blowers in the City of Pasadena, in two stages: (1)
starting February 28, 2023 for equipment operated by the City; and (2) starting April 28,
2023 for equipment operated by any other person.

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED

This legislation is needed to protect the public health and welfare from the air and noise
pollution associated with two-stroke engines commonly used in gas-powered leaf-
blowers, as they result in air emission generally more impactful than typical automobiles,
and can be so loud as to be unduly bothersome and potentially cause hearing damage.

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED

The Planning & Community Development Department will implement the proposed
ordinance, with assistance from the Public Health Department. Those departments within
the City that use gas-powered leaf-blowers will also be affected, as they are required to
phase out and replace such equipment.

MEETING OF —827{1237/‘%8Q§

AGENDA ITEM NO. It 19
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ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

On February 28, 2022, the City Council found that this ordinance was exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in accordance with Section 15061(b)(3), the
general rule that CEQA only applies to projects that may have an effect on the
environment.

FISCAL IMPACT

There will be direct costs to the City in the form of replacing all of the gas-powered leaf-
blowing machines with electric (corded and/or battery-powered) as well as the cost of
the informational outreach program, which would involve staff resources and printing
and publishing costs.

Respectfully submitted,

MicHele Beal Bagneri
City Attorney
Prepared by:

Theresa Fuentes
Assistant City Attorney

Concurred by:

s

Cyrithia Kurtz,/ 5

Interim City Manager

SHKOMK7TOD2K9L



Introduced by:

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING CHAPTER 9.37 (LEAF-
BLOWING MACHINES) OF TITLE 9 (PUBLIC PEACE, MORALS AND WELFARE) OF
THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE RELATED TO THE PROHIBITION OF GAS-
POWERED LEAF-BLOWING MACHINES

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 9, Article 6, Chapter 9.37 (Leaf

Blowing Machines), Section 9.37.030 (Prohibitions) is amended as follows:
“9.37.030 - Prohibition.

A

D.

It is unlawful for any person to use or to operate, or cause to be operated any
type of leaf-blowing machine or device within a residential area before 8:00
a.m. and after 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday; before 9:00 a.m. and after
5:00 p.m. on Saturday; or at any time on Sunday.

It is unlawful for any person to use or allow to be used, or to operate or cause
to be used or operated any type of leaf-blowing machine or device in the city
within a radius of 500 feet of a residential area before 8:00 a.m. and after 6:00
p.m., Monday through Friday; before 9:00 a.m. and after 5:00 p.m. on Saturday;
or at any time on Sunday.

It is unlawful for any person to use or operate, or cause to be used or operated,
a leaf blower in such a manner as to blow, dispel or make airborne, leaves,
grass cuttings, paper, trash or any other type of unattached debris or material,
which, by use of the leaf blower, will intentionally cause such leaves, grass
cuttings, paper, trash or any other type of unattached debris or material to
become airborne or travel beyond the property boundaries of the parcel on
which it is being used, to adjoining properties or public rights-of-way within the
city, and to remain therefor there for more than 15 minutes.

It is unlawful to operate more than one leaf blower per parcel.



E. Itis unlawful to operate a leaf blower for more than 15 minutes per hour on a
parcel less than 1/2 acre, and for more than 30 minutes per hour on a parcel
greater than 1/2 acre.

F. ltis unlawful to operate a leaf blower with a maximum noise level of 65 decibels
when measured from a distance of 50 feet.

G. Commencing February 28, 2023, it is unlawful for the city, and commencing

April 28, 2023, it is unlawful for any person to operate or authorize the

operation of a gas-powered leaf blower at any time for any purpose.

Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, the person responsible for any

violation of this Section G shall be limited to the landscape business owner, or

homeowner if using their private gas-powered leaf blower. Use of gas-powered

leaf blowers is exempt from this section as follows:

1. When utilized by or at the direction of emergency responders for the

purposes of responding to an emergency, or necessary to restore,

preserve, protect or save lives or property from imminent danger of loss

or harm.

2. When used to clear downed trees or vegetation in areas needing

expedient clearance when necessary to protect public safety, as
authorized by the City.”
SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall
cause this ordinance to be published in full text.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect upon publication.

Signed and approved this day of , 2022.

Victor Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasadena



| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City

Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this day
of 2022, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Date Published:

Mark Jomsky
City Clerk
Approved as to form:

/s/ Theresa Fuentes
Theresa E. Fuentes
Assistant City Attorney




Robles, Sandra
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From: Jill Davis

Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 7:23 PM

To: PublicComment-AutoResponse; PublicComment-AutoResponse

Subject: Leaf Blower Ordinance

CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is
safe. Report phish using the Phish Alert Button. Learn more....

Thank you, City Council, for trying to improve our environment,
especially in regard to the ubiquitous and irritating leaf blower.
Many a Saturday, I have been rudely awakened at 7am or before the regulated time to
its noise and have miserably jumped out of bed, thrown on some clothes and traveled
the block or so with my copy of the Leaf Blower Ordinance PMC 9.37.030 to try and
convince the operator to obey the regulation to help retain the peace in our
neighborhoods.

I have called your Code Enforcement Division and received kind encouragement and a
few house calls to neighbors...but problems remain.

So, as you try to transition from gas to electric, here are a few of my thoughts and
requests. Thank you for listening, so important, especially without a lot of extra noise!!

)

The ELECTRIC leaf blower also has its own noise pollution...high and winey...and still it
has all the offending blowing of debris and dust.

EVERY Saturday, because 4 of my adjacent neighbors use the same gardner, the leaf
blower runs for 2 hours ....1:30 to 3:30pm or so....My nextdoor neighbor has mostly
cactus, so the blower goes for at least 30 minutes chasing the leaves around the plants.

My appeal to you all is that you re-enforce the same prohibitions you have for gas
blowers...that is..operation of such is only allowed Monday through Friday from 8am to
6pm...and only about 15minutes per parcel on less than 1/2 acre...and all the other
regulations you have spelled out in PMC 9.37.030.

One other request I ask to help maintain our wonderful Pasadena
neighborhoods: Please, as Sunday is off limits to
commercial Mow, Edge and Blowers, PLEASE ADD SATURDAY.

This will give our Saturday Sabbaths and our Sundays the peace that families need from
the busy week. Social gatherings will be much more pleasant without having to ask
neighbors for a quiet time for some special event, etc.

In summary...keep, make known anew and enforce the same Codes for leaf blowers and
add Saturday to the Sunday's prohibition for commercial mow, edge and blowing.

il



Thank you so much for considering this email and I will watch with anticipation to a less
irritable environment.

Respectfully,
Mrs. Jill N. Davis  Historic Highlands area



Pasadena Press

121 E Chestnut Ave
Monrovia, CA 91016
(626) 386-3457

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

(2015.5 C.C.P.)

State of California )
County of LOS ANGELES )

| am a citizen of the United States and a resident of
the State of California; | am over the age of eighteen
years, and not a party to or interested in the above-
entitled matter. | am a principal clerk of the printer
of the Pasadena Press, a newspaper published in
the English language for the city of PASADENA,
county of LOS ANGELES, and adjudged as a
newspaper of general circulation by the Superior
Court of the County of LOS ANGELES, State of
California on the date of June 29, 2015, Case
Number ES018815; that the notice, of which the
annexed is a printed copy, has been published in
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper and
not in any supplement thereof on the following
dates, to-wit:

April 28, 2022

| certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Monrovia, California,

This 28t day of April, 2022

N

Ssgnature
%

(This space is for the County Clerk’s Filing Stamp only)

Proof of Publication of
Introduced by, Councilmember Kennedy ‘
GRG%NANGE ?ﬂiﬁ ?339

AN GRﬁiMNCE OF THE Ci’f‘f OF 9ASAHENA A&!ENDWG
CHAPTER 9.37 (LEAF-BLOWING MACHINES) OF HILE S (FUB-
LIC PEACE, MORALS AND WELFARE) OF THE PASADENA
MUNICIPAL CODE RELATED TO THE ?RGH!B%T&G% {}F GA&»
POWERED LEAFaﬁLGWiﬂG MACHINES

The People of the City of Pasadena nr&ai‘na‘s mﬁami

SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Tile 9, Article 8,
Chag}tsr ©.37 (Leaf Blowing Machines), Seclion 8.37 0230 {?!Ghibt—
tions} is amended as follows:

g, 31&3&  Prohibition.

A tt i unlawful for any pefsm te use or to operate, or cause
to be operated any type of leaf-blowing machine or device
within a residential area before 8:00 arm. and after 6:00
b, Monday through Friday; befors 9.00 am. and after
£:00 p.m. on Saturday: or st any time on Sunday -

B. It is unlawful for any person fo use or aliow 1o be used, or
10 operate or cause fo be used or operated any ype of leaf-
_blowing machine or device in the city within a radius of 800
foet of a residential area before 800 am. and after 5.00
p.m., Monday through Friday; before 8:00 am. and after
& i}ﬁ p.m. on Saturday; or at any time on Sunday,

C. ltis unlawful for any person to use or opsrate, or cause o be

. used or operated, a leaf blower in such a manner as {o blow,
dizpel or make aitbome. leaves, grass cutlings, paper, frash
of any other ype of unattached debris or material, which, by

_ use of the leaf Blower, will intentionally cause such leaves,
grass cuttings, paper, trash or any other type of unatiached
debris or material fo become airborne or travel bevond the
pmperty boundaries of the parcel on which it is being used,

to adjolning pmpemes or public rights-of-way within the city,
and fo remain thers for more than 15 minules,

D Hisunawhillo operate more than one k;af biowaf ;mf par-

ooeel :

E. it is unfawful to operate a leaf b&awef fbr mnm thaﬁ 15 min-

_ules per hour on & parcel less than 1/2 acre, and for more

- than 20 minutes per hour on a parcel greater than 12 acre.

F itis unlewful fo operate a feaf blower with a maximum noise
level of 65 deczb»e!s when measured from a disiam of 50

S f&@t .

ﬁ Commencing February 28, 2@23 itis uﬂi&f&’f&% far ﬁw city,

and commencing April 28, 2023, itis unlawiul for any person
to operate or authorize the operation of a4 gas-powered leaf
blower at any fime for any purpose.  Notwilhstanding the
preceding sentence, the person responsible for any violation
of this Section © shall be limited o the landscape business
- owner, or homeowner If using thelr private ga&pawered leaf
blower. Use of gas-powered leal b%mm iz exempt from
this section as follows; .




4 Wnen uiilized by or at the direction of emergency re-
. sponders for the purposes of responding 1o an emer
gency, or necessary o resfore, presene, protect o

_ .save lives or properily from imminent danger of loss of
2, When used to clear downed trees or vegelation in areas
-nesding expedient clearance when necessay o pro-
tect public safely, as authotized by the City.” - e

'SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this
ordinance and shall sauge this ardinance be published in full text.
| BECTIONS, This ordinence shall take effect upon publication,

Signed and approved this 25t day of April, 2022,

AYES: Councilmermbers :‘Hampma; %‘Zﬁa&ady, ?éadisaﬂ, M&f
suda, Rivas, Williams, Mayor Gordo ‘

NOES: None
ABSENT: None
AES’%‘AM: None
Date Published:  04/28/2022
‘ “ " Mark Jomsky
L . City Cletk
PASADENA PRESS : k



THE PASADENA JOURNAL NEWS
1541 N. LAKE AVE., SUITE A
PASADENA, CA 91104
(626)798-3972

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2025.5 C.C.P.)

This space is for Clerk’s filing Stamp

ORDINANCE NO. 7389

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
County of Los Angeles

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident

of the printer of the Pasadena Journal, a newspaper

of general circulation printed and published weekly

in the city of Pasadena, County of Los Angeles and
which newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper of
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County
of Los Angeles, State of California, under the date of
April 16, 1991, Case Number C013336, that the notice
of which is annexed is a printed copy (set in type not
smaller than nonpareil) has been published in each
regular and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any
supplement thereof on the following dated to-wit

April 28, 2022,

I certify and declare under penalty perjury that the
Foregoing is true and correct.

Dated t}asad bna, California, April 28, 2022.
A\
\h,,)z

Amber Hudson

Signature

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

[see attached]
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by:
ORDINANCE NO, 7382

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA
AMENDING CHAPTER 937 (LEAF-BLOWING
MACHINES) OF TITLE 9 (PUBLIC PEACE,
MORALS AND WELFARE) OF THE PASADENA
MUNICIPAL COBE RELATED TO THE
PROHIBITION OF GAS-POWERED LEAF-
BLOWING MACHINES

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1, Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 9,
Article 6, Chapter 937 (Leaf Blowing Machines),
Section 9.37.030 (Prohibitions) is amended as follows:

“9.37.030 - Prohibition,

A, Itis unlawful for A1ty pErson io use or 1o operate,
or causeto be operated any type ofleaf-blowing machine
or device within a residential area before 8:00 a.m. and
after 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday; before 9:00
a.m. and after 5:00 p.r. on Saturday; or at any time on
Sunday.

B. It is unlawful for any person o use or allow to
be used, or to operate or cause to be used or operated
any type of Iea.f~blowing machine or device in the city
within a radius of 500 feet of 2 residential area beforg
8:00 a.m. and after 6:00 p-m., Monday through Friday;
before 9:00 a.m. and after 5:00 p.m. on Saturday; or at
any time on Sunday.

C. It is unlawful for a1y person to use or operate,
or cause to be used or operated, a leaf blower in such a
mannerasto blow, dispel or make airborne, leaves, grass
cuttings, paper, trash or any other type of unattached
debris or material, which, by use of the leaf blower,
will intentionally cause ‘such leaves, grass cuttings,
paper, trash or any other type of unattached debris or
material tobecome airborne or travel beyond the property
boundaries of the parcel on which it is being used, to
adjoining properties or public rights-of-way within the
city, and to remain there for more than 15 minutes,

D, It is unlawful to operate more than one leaf
blower per parcel,

E. It is unlawful to operate a leaf blower for more
than 15 minutes per hour on a parcel less than 1/2 acre,
and for more than 30 minutes perhourona parcel greater
than 1/2 acre,

F. It is unlawful to operate a leaf blower with 5
maximum noise level of 65 decibels when measured
from a distance of 50 feet.

G. Commencing February 28, 2023, it is unlawful
for the city, and commencing April 28, 2023, it is
unlawful for any person to operate or authorize the
operation of a gas-powered Jeaf blower at any time for
any purpose. MNotwithstanding the i
the person responsible for any violation of this Seetion
G shall be limited to the landscape business owner,
of homeowner if using their private gas-powered leal
blow Use of gas-powered feaf Blowers is exempt
from this section as follows:

sentence,

e by oratthe divection of emergency
the purposes of responding to an
2 o restore, preser e, protsel
of save Hves or property from imminent danger of Joss
of harm.

0T
¥

2. When used to clear downed trees or vegetation
In areas needing expedient clearance when necessary
o protect public safety, as authorized by the Ciry.”

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption
of this ordinance and shall cause this ordinance to be
published in fiull texe.

SECTION 3, This ordinance shall take effect upon
publication,

Signed and approved this 25th day of April, 2022,

Victor Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasadens

IHEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was
adopted by the City Counsil of the City of Pasadena at
its meeting held this 25th day

of April 2022, by the following vote:

AYES; Councilmembers Harmpton, Kennedy,
Madison, Masuda, Rivas, Williams,
Mayor Gorde

NOES: None

ABBENT:  Noge
ABSTAIN:  Nons

Mask Jomsky
City Clerk

Date Fublished: 04/28/20722
Pasudena Joumal



