
Introduced bv: Councilmember Hampton

ORDINANCE NO. 7411

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING PASADENA
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17 (ZONING CODE) TO ELIMINATE NEW PLANNED
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT APPLICATIONS

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. This ordinance, due to its length and corresponding cost of

publication, will be published by title and summary as permitted in Section 508 of the

Pasadena City Charter. The approved summary of this ordinance is as follows:

"Ordinance No. ^u amends the Zoning Code of the City of Pasadena by
eliminating the ability to apply for Planned Developments, while retaining the ability to

continue to process applications for Planned Developments submitted prior to February

27, 2023, and to administer and amend existing Planned Developments.

Ordinance No. 7411 shall take effect 30 days from its publication.

SECTION 2. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 17, Article 2, Chapter 17.26

(Special Purpose Zoning Districts), Section 17.26.020 (Purpose and Applicability of

Special Purpose Zoning Districts) is amended as shown in Exhibit 1, attached hereto

and incorporated by this reference.

SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall

cause this ordinance to be published by title and summary.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its publication.

Signed and approved this 3rd day of A?TY1 , 2023.

/J,^
Victor M. Gordo

Mayor of the City of P^s^Uena

^
^
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of

the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 3rdday of APril 2023, by the following
vote:

Councilmembers Jones Lyon, Madison, Masuda,

NOES:

Vice Mayor Williams, Mayor Gordo

None

ABSENT: Councilmembers Hampton, Rivas

ABSTAIN: None

Date Published: April 6, 2023

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

[\
'^_

D
Mafc^omsky
City Clerk

Theresa E. Fuentes

Assistant City Attorney

TWIR94BOOD3XTO
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EXHIBIT 1



17.26.020 - Purpose and Applicability of Special Purpose Zoning Districts

The purposes of the individual special purpose zoning districts and the manner in which they are applied
are as follows.

A. OS (Open Space) District. The OS district is applied to sites with open space, parks, and
recreational facilities of a landscaped, open character having a minimum contiguous site area of
two acres. The OS zoning district is consistent with and implements the Open Space land- use
designation of the General Plan.

B. PS (Public and Semi-Public) District.

1. Purpose.The PS district is intended to provide a specific base zoning district for large public
or semi-public land uses that may not be appropriate in other base zoning districts, and to
allow:

a. Consideration of the establishment or expansion of a large public or semi-public use
at rezoning hearings rather than at Conditional Use Permit hearings only, and give
notice to all of the extent of a site approved for a large public or semi-public use by
delineating it on the Zoning Map;and

b. The Commission and Council to consider the most appropriate use of a site following
discontinuance of a large public or semi-public use without the encumbrances of a
base district that may or may not provide appropriate regulations for reuse of the site.

The PS zoning district is consistent with and implements the Institutional land use
designation of the General Plan.

2. Applicability. The PS district is applied to sites with a contiguous area of two acres or more,
including alleys, streets, or other rights-of-way. Persons wishing to establish public or semi-
public uses on sites of two acres or more after the above date may apply for a zone change
in compliance with Chapter 17.74.

C. PD (Planned Development) District.

1. Purpose. The PD zoning district is intended for sites where an applicant proposes and the
City desires to achieve a particular mix of uses, appearance, land use compatibility, or
special sensitivity to neighborhood character. The specific purposes of the PD district are
to:

a. Establish a procedure for the development of large parcels of land in order to reduce or
eliminate the rigidity, delays, and inequities that otherwise would result from application
of land use regulations and administrative procedures designed primarily for small
parcels;

b. Ensure orderly and thorough planning and review procedures that will result in quality
urban design;

c. Encourage variety and avoid monotony in large developments by allowing greater
freedom in selecting the means to provide access, light, open space, and amenity;

d. Allow certain types of development consistent with the general plan that can be
acceptable at a specific location only under standards significantly more restrictive than
those of a base district in which the use is permitted;

e. Provide a mechanism whereby the city may authorize desirable developments in
conformity with the general plan without inviting speculative rezoning applications that
if granted, often could deprive subsequent owners of development opportunities that do
not necessarily result in construction of the proposed facilities;



f. Encourage allocation and improvement of common open space in residential areas, and
provide for maintenance of the open space at the expense of those who will directly
benefit from it;

g. Encourage the preservation of serviceable existing structures of historic value or artistic
merit by providing the opportunity to use them imaginatively for purposes other than that
for which they were originally intended; and

h. Encourage the assembly of properties that might otherwise be developed in unrelated
increments to the detriment of surrounding neighborhoods.

The PD zoning district is consistent with all land use classifications of the General Plan.

2. Applicability

a. No new applications for PD zoning districts shall be initiated unless an application was
filed with the Planning and Community Development Department prior to February 27,
2023.

b. Minimum site area. Initially, the PD district shall be applied only to sites of two acres or
larger, provided that the site may thereafter be subdivided in compliance with an
approved PD Plan. PD zoned lots created as a result of the implementation of this title
are not subject to the two-acre minimum.

3. Procedures

a. The Commission shall consider an application for reclassification to a PD zoning district
in compliance with Chapter 17.74 (Amendments) and shall, at the same time, consider
the proposed PD plan accompanying the application in compliance with Chapter 17.76
(Public Hearings).

(1) A PD with a proposed increase in the FAR or residential density, as allowed in
Section 17.26.020(C)(3)(b), shall be reviewed by the Design Commission prior to
consideration by the Commission. The Design Commission shall advise the
Commission as to whether the architectural design of the proposed PD is contextual
and of a high-quality.

b. A recommendation of the Commission to reclassify to a PD zoning district shall be
accompanied by a recommendation on the PD plan.

c. The Council shall consider the Commission's recommendation to reclassify the subject
property to a PD zoning district in compliance with Chapter 17.74 (Amendments).

d. Revision. An application for a revision to an existing PD plan shall be considered by
the Commission at a public hearing with notice given as identified for a Conditional Use
Permit in compliance with Chapter 17.76 (Public Hearings).

e. Renewal.

(1) The Commission may renew a PD plan if it finds the renewal consistent with the
purposes of this Subsection.

(2) Application for renewal shall be filed in writing with the Department not less than 30
days and not more than 60 days before expiration of the PD plan.

4. PD zoning district regulations and accompanying PD plan.

a. Land use regulations. No use other than an existing use as of the effective date of the
ordinance enacting this Subsection shall be allowed in a PD zoning district except in
compliance with a valid PD plan. Any allowed or conditionally allowed use authorized
by this Subsection may be included in an approved PD plan, but only when it is deemed
consistent with the General Plan.

b. Development standards.



(1) The FAR of a PD shall not exceed the FAR allowed on the Land Use Diagram for
the project site unless approved by the City Council, but only as high as 3.0, and
only when it can be shown the architectural design of the PD is contextual and of a
high-quality.

(2) The residential density of a PD shall not exceed the residential density allowed on
the Land Use Diagram for the project site unless approved by the City Council, but
only as high as 87 dwelling units per acre, and only when it can be shown the
architectural design of the PD is contextual and of a high-quality. The residential
density may also exceed that of the Land Use Diagram if the project is complying
with the Density Bonus provisions of Chapter 17.42 (Affordable Housing Incentives
and Requirements).

(3) In the CD district, no PD plan may authorize a greater height than that permitted by
Figure 3-8 - Central District Maximum hleight.

(4) The performance standards of Section 17.40.090 shall apply.

(5) Other development regulations shall be as prescribed by the PD plan.

c. PD plan.

(1) A PD plan shall be defined as the ordinance adopting the PD zoning district as well
as the accompanying conditions established by the Commission.

(2) A PD plan shall be effective on the same date as the effective date of the ordinance
enacting the PD zoning district for which it was approved and shall expire two years
after the effective date or upon expiration of a tentative tract map, unless a Building
Permit has been issued and construction diligently pursued to completion.

(3) An approved PD plan may specify a phased development program exceeding two
years.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Subsection, converted accessory dwelling
units, as defined in Section 17.80.020 and meeting the requirements of Section
17.50.275, are permitted in PD zoning districts that allow single-family residential
uses.

(5) Zoning map designation. A PD zoning district shall be noted by the designation
"PD,( followed by the number of the PD district based on order of adoption.

(6) Location of PD plans. A list of PD plans is contained in Appendix A. The file
containing the land use regulations and development standards of the PD plan shall
be maintained in the office of the Director and shall be available at the Permit
Center.
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Ordinance Fact Sheet

TO: CITY COUNCIL

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY

DATE: March 27, 2023

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE TO ELIMINATE NEW PLANNED DEVELOPMENT
DISTRICT APPLICATIONS

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING PASADENA
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17 (ZONING CODE) TO ELIMINATE NEW PLANNED
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT APPLICATIONS

PURPOSE OF ORDINANCE
This ordinance amends the Pasadena Municipal Code as directed by the Council after
consideration on February 27, 2003, to eliminate future applications for Planned
Developments.

REASON WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED
This legislation is needed to eliminate the ability for future applications to be submitted
for Planned Developments, while retaining the ability to process those applications
received prior to February 27, 2023, and to administer and amend existing Planned
Developments.

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED
The Planning & Community Development Department will implement the proposed
ordinance.

FISCAL IMPACT
There is no direct fiscal impact to the City arising from this ordinance.

04/03/2023
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ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION
On February 27, 2023, the Council found that this ordinance is exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Section 15061 (b)(3), the "common
sense rule" that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a
significant effect on the environment and that, where it can be seen with certainty that
there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the
environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.

Respectfyijy submitted,

/IVL^HEL^6EkL BAGNERIS
<<^ity Attorney

Prepared by:

/s/Theresa Fuentes
THERESA FUENTES
Assistant City Attorney

Concurred by:

^Jl ·^^^—
MIGUEL MARQUEZ
City Manager

TZKQHP960D16V7



Introduced bv: Councilmember Hampton

ORDINANCE NO. 7411

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING PASADENA
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17 (ZONING CODE) TO ELIMINATE NEW PLANNED
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT APPLICATIONS

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. This ordinance, due to its length and corresponding cost of

publication, will be published by title and summary as permitted in Section 508 of the

Pasadena City Charter. The approved summary of this ordinance is as follows:

"Ordinance No. /'+1J--amends the Zoning Code of the City of Pasadena by

eliminating the ability to apply for Planned Developments, while retaining the ability to

continue to process applications for Planned Developments submitted prior to February

27, 2023, and to administer and amend existing Planned Developments.

Ordinance No. 7411 shall take effect 30 days from its publication.
SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall

cause this ordinance to be published by title and summary.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its publication.

Signed and approved this 3rd day of AP?\L1 ,2023.

^A^
'•^

Victor M. Gordo

Miayor of the City of Pa^qdena

1



I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of

the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this _3r^ay of APril 2023, by the following
vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Jones, Lyon, Madison, Masuda,
Vice Mayor Williams, Mayor Gordo

NOES: None

ABSENT: Councilmembers Hampton, Rivas

ABSTAIN: None

Date Published: April 6, 2023

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Theresa E. Fuentes

Assistant City Attorney

^i

^ KTky
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Introduced by:

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING PASADENA
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17 (ZONING CODE) TO ELIMINATE NEW^LANNED
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT APPLICATIONS

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. This ordinance, due to its length and corre^Sonding cost of

publication, will be published by title and summary as permiyfed in Section 508 of the

Pasadena City Charter. The approved summary of this oi/inance is as follows:

"Ordinance No. _ amends the Zoning CodeyFthe City of Pasadena by

eliminating the ability to apply for Planned Developr^nts, while retaining the ability to

continue to process applications for Planned Dev^opments submitted prior to February

27, 2023, and to administer and amend existin^Planned Developments.

Ordinance No. _ shall take^gffect 30 days from its publication.

SECTION 2. Pasadena Municipal^ode, Title 17, Article 2, Chapter 17.26

(Special Purpose Zoning Districts), Sey[ion 17.26.020 (Purpose and Applicability of

Special Purpose Zoning Districts) i^6mended as shown in Exhibit 1, attached hereto

and incorporated by this referen^.

SECTION 3. The City (^ferk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall

cause this ordinance to be yCiblished by title and summary.

SECTION 4. This^rdinance shall take effect 30 days from its publication.

Signed and apyiToved this_day of_, 2023.

Victor M. Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasadena

1



I hlEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council

the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this _day of_2023, by the folj/Wing

vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Date Published:

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

lark Jomsky
City Clerk

Theresa E. Fuentes

Assistant City Attorney

TWIR94BOOD3XTO
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EXHIBIT 1



17.26.020 - Purpose and Applicability of Special Purpose Zoning Districts

The purposes of the individual special purpose zoning districts and the manner in which they argfapplied
are as follows.

1. OS (Open Space) District. The OS district is applied to sites with open sp^fe, parks, and
recreational facilities of a landscaped, open character having a minimum conti^Tous site area of
two acres. The OS zoning district is consistent with and implements the Op^ Space land- use
designation of the General Plan.

2. PS (Public and Semi-Public) District.

1. Purpose. The PS district is intended to provide a specific base zc
or semi-public land uses that may not be appropriate in other^
allow:

Ting district for large public
ise zoning districts, and to

a. Consideration of the establishment or expansion ofjflarge public or semi-public use
at rezoning hearings rather than at Conditional U^ Permit hearings only, and give
notice to all of the extent of a site approved for^Tlarge public or semi-public use by
delineating it on the Zoning Map;and

b. The Commission and Council to consider t^ most appropriate use of a site following
discontinuance of a large public or semi-jftiblic use without the encumbrances of a
base district that may or may not providg^ppropriate regulations for reuse of the site.

The PS zoning district is consistent
designation of the General Plan.

and implements the Institutional land use

2.

t.

d

Applicability. The PS district is applie^fto sites with a contiguous area of two acres or more,
including alleys, streets, or other rigy6-of-way. Persons wishing to establish public or semi-
public uses on sites of two acres ojj^nore after the above date may apply for a zone change
in compliance with Chapter 17.7^f

3. PD (Planned Development) Distal

1. Purpose. The PD zoning
City desires to achieve
special sensitivity to nc
to:

Strict is intended for sites where an applicant proposes and the
particular mix of uses, appearance, land use compatibility, or
iborhood character. The specific purposes of the PD district are

a.

b.

c.

Establish a prq^dure for the development of large parcels of land in order to reduce or
eliminate thej^gidity, delays, and inequities that otherwise would result from application
of land usgfregulations and administrative procedures designed primarily for small
parcels;

Ensur^rderly and thorough planning and review procedures that will result in quality
urbagfdesign;

Ei^fourage variety and avoid monotony in large developments by allowing greater
^edom in selecting the means to provide access, light, open space, and amenity;

'Allow certain types of development consistent with the general plan that can be
acceptable at a specific location only under standards significantly more restrictive than
those of a base district in which the use is permitted;

e. Provide a mechanism whereby the city may authorize desirable developments in
conformity with the general plan without inviting speculative rezoning applications that
if granted, often could deprive subsequent owners of development opportunities that do
not necessarily result in construction of the proposed facilities;



f.

9.

h.

Encourage allocation and improvement of common open space in residential arejfe, and
provide for maintenance of the open space at the expense of those who wijTdirectly
benefit from it;

Encourage the preservation of serviceable existing structures of historic vgffje or artistic
merit by providing the opportunity to use them imaginatively for purpose^Btherthan that
for which they were originally intended; and

Encourage the assembly of properties that might otherwise be de\
increments to the detriment of surrounding neighborhoods.

loped in unrelated

The PD zoning district is consistent with all land use classification^Bf the General Plan.

2. Applicability

a_ No new applications for PD zoning districts shall be initiafed unless an application was
filed with the Planning and Community Development Q6partment prior to February 27,
2023

b_ Sr Minimum site area. Initially, the PD district shal^Se applied only to sites of two acres
or larger, provided that the site may thereaftei/be subdivided in compliance with an
approved PD Plan. PD zoned lots created as^fresult of the implementation of this title
are not subject to the two-acre minimum.

b. PD Plan required. The rezoning of ^i site to the PD district shall require the
simultaneous approval of a PD Plan in^bmpliance with Subparagraph 3. (Adoption of
a PD zoning district and accompanyin^PD plan) below.

3_ Procedures

4.

a The Commission shall consider yf\ application for reclassification to a PD zoning district
in compliance with Chapter 17Z4 (Amendments) and shall, at the same time, consider
the proposed PD plan accompanying the application in compliance with Chapter 17.76
(Public Hearings).

(1) A PD with a proposed increase in the FAR or residential density, as allowed in
Section 17.26.020iC)(3)(b), shall be reviewed by the Design Commission prior to
consideration bVthe Commission. The Design Commission shall advise the
Commission a^o whether the architecturaLdesign of the proposed PD is contextual
and of a high^Quality.

b_ A recommen
accompaniei

tion of the Commission to reclassify to a PD zoning district shall be
3V a recommendation on the PD plan.

c_ The Coun^l shall consider the Commission's recommendation to reclassify the subject
propertv^o a PD zoning district in compliance with Chapter 17.74 (Amendments).

d,

e_

Reviafon. An application for a revision to an existing PD plan shall be considered by
thejKommission at a public hearina with notice oiven as identified for a Conditional Use
P^Tmit in compliance with Chapter 17.76 (Public hlearings).

lenewal.

(1) The Commission may renew a PD plan if it finds the renewal consistent with the
purposes of this Subsection.

(2) Application for renewal shall be filed in writing with the Department not less than 30
days and not more than 60 days before exEiLration of the PD plan.

Adoption of a PD zoning district regulations and accompanying PD plan.

a—Initiation. An amendment to reclassify property to a PD zoning district or to amend an
existing PD shall be initiated in compliance with Chapter 17.7'1 (Amendments).



a_ br Land use regulations. No use other than an existing use as of the effective date of
the ordinance enacting this Subsection shall be allowed in a PD zoning di^lTict except
in compliance with a valid PD plan. Any allowed or conditionally allowed ugig authorized
by this Subsection may be included in an approved PD plan, but only wh^i it is deemed
consistent with the General Plan.

b. G; Development standards.

(1) The FAR of a PD shall not exceed the FAR allowed on the ^nd Use Diagram for
the project site unless approved by the City Council, but gffly as high as 3.0, and
only when it can be shown the architectural design ofth^PD is contextual and of a
high-quality.

(2) The residential density of a PD shall not exceed theyesidential density allowed on
the Land Use Diagram for the project site unless q^roved by the City Council, but
only as high as 87 dwelling units per acre, an^only when it can be shown the
architectural design of the PD is contextual agfl of a high-quality. The residential
density may also exceed that of the Land U^? Diagram if the project is complying
with the Density Bonus provisions of Chaptj^ 17.42 (Affordable Housing Incentives
and Requirements).

(3) In the CD district, no PD plan may autt^rize a greater height than that permitted by
Figure 3-8 - Central District Maximur]/Height.

(4) The performance standards ofSe^lTon 17.40.090 shall apply.

(5) Other development regulations jftall be as prescribed by the PD plan.

4-. —— Commission and Council aoffon

w

c.

The Commission shall coj^ider an application for reclassification to a PD zoning
district in compliance vyffi Chapter 17.74 (Amendments) and shall, at the same
time, consider the pro|(6sed PD plan accompanying the application in compliance
with Chapter 17.76 (^liblic Hearings).

(a) A PD with a ^bposed increase in the FAR or residential density, as allowed in
Section 17.2|T020(C)(3)(b), shall be reviewed by the Design Commission prior
to considei^tion by the Commission. The Design Commission shall advise the
CommisyBn as to whether the architectural design of the proposed PD is
context^61 and of a high-quality.

(2) A recorgfriendation of the Commission to reclassify to a PD zoning district shall be
accoj^panied by a recommendation on the PD plan.

(3) ThgfCouncil shall consider the Commission's recommendation to reclassify the
5ject property to a PD zoning district in compliance with Chapter 17.7-1

(amendments).

•D plan.

r(1) A PD plan shall be defined as the ordinance adopting the PD zoning district as well
as the accompanying conditions established by the Commission.

(2) A PD plan shall be effective on the same date as the effective date of the ordinance
enacting the PD zoning district for which it was approved and shall expire two years
after the effective date or upon expiration of a tentative tract map, unless a Building
Permit has been issued and construction diligently pursued to completion.

(3) An approved PD plan may specify a phased development program exceeding two
years.



(-1) The Commission may renew a PD plan if it finds the renewal consistent v^fri the
purposes of this Subsection.

{S) — Application for renewal shall be filed in writing with the Department not IgiKs than 30
days and not more than 60 days before expiration of the PD plan.

(6) An application for approval of a new PD plan or for a revision of a QD plan shall be
considered by the Commission at a public hearing with notice givq/fas identified for
a Conditional Use Permit in compliance with Chapter 17.76 (Pu&fTc hlearings)

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Subsection, converter accessory dwelling
units, as defined in Section 17.80.020 and meeting the rg^uirements of Section
17.50.275, are permitted in PD zoning districts that allo^single-family residential
uses.

(5) Zoning map designation. A PD zoning district shaj/be noted by the designation
"PD,( followed by the number of the PD district bas^ff on order of adoption.

(6) Location of PD plans. A list of PD plans is gffntained in Appendix A. The file
containing the land use regulations and develoafrient standards of the PD plan shall
be maintained in the office of the Director and jftall be available at the Permit Center.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM: Jennifer Paige, AICP, Director of Planning & Community Development Department

DATE: April 3, 2023

SUBJECT: Ordinance Amending Planned Development Regulations - Public Comment

On March 27, 2023, the City Council received a comment letter from YIMBY Law regarding the
City's proposed elimination of Planning Development applications. The letter claims that the
proposed ordinance, "AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING PASADENA
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17 (ZONING CODE) TO ELIMINATE NEW PLANNED DEVELOPMENT
DISTRICT APPLICATION," violates California Government Code Section 66300(b) (also referred
to as SB 330 or the Housing Crisis Act of 2019).

Government Code Section 66300(b) states that Cities shall not enact a development policy,
standard, or condition that would change or have the effect of changing:

"the general plan land use designation, specific plan land use designation, or zoning of a
parcel or parcels of property to a less intensive use or reducing the intensity of land use
within an existing general plan land use designation, specific plan land use designation, or
zoning district in effect at the time of the proposed change, below what was allowed under
the land use designation or zoning ordinances of the affected county or affected city, as
applicable, as in effect on January 1, 2018..."

Government Code Section 66300(b) further clarifies that reducing the intensity of land use
includes:

"reductions to height, density, or floor area ratio, new or increased open space or lot size
requirements, new or increased setback requirements, minimum frontage requirements, or
maximum lot coverage limitations, or any other action that would individually or cumulatively
reduce the site's residential development capacity."

Contrary to the comment's claims, the ordinance does not reduce density or intensity within any
existing general plan land use designation, specific plan 'land use designation, or zoning district,
nor does the ordinance change any development standards now applicable to residential
development, either directly or indirectly. No site wilt have any reduction in residential development
capacity as a result of this action.

Planned Development (PDs) applications, as permitted prior to their proposed elimination by this
ordinance, required a legislative action, included a zoning map amendment, and allowed flexibility in
development standards and land uses for large sites greater than 2 acres. The majority of existing
PD sites do not contain any housing. The use of the PD tool for recent housing projects was to

4/3/2023
Item 12



request the maximum densities in the General Plan, where the zoning was not at the maximum of
the range. The City is currently updating its Specific Plans to increase densities and implement the
General Plan. Additionally, changes to state density bonus law (AB 2334) effective January 1, 2023
entitle projects eligible for a density bonus to the maximum density specified by the General Plan,
Specific Plan, or Zoning Code, whichever is the greatest. This means that housing projects that are
eligible for a state density bonus do not need to request a PD zone to obtain the maximum density
allowed by the General Plan. Housing projects may also obtain the same flexibility in development
standards through use of waivers and concessions under density bonus law. Compliance with the
City's inclusionary ordinance makes residential projects eligible for a density bonus.

Approval of a Planned Development is a legislative action, and as such is not subject to the Housing
Accountability Act. By contrast, residential projects requesting density bonuses and waivers of
development standards may be approved through a quasi-judicial process such as design review
and are subject to the Housing Accountability Act, a much easier process for applicants than an
application for a PD.

The changes being made by this ordinance simply eliminate the ability for new PDs to be requested.
The ordinance is making no changes in the Zoning Code that will have the direct or indirect effect of
reducing housing density. Accordingly, staff recommends that the Council complete second reading
of the ordinance.
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YIMBYLaw

57 Post St, Suite 908

San Francisco, CA 94104

hellofci)vimbvlaw.or£r
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2023 MAR ,.; -, 2:: YIMBY LAW

3/27/2023

City of Pasadena
loo North Garfield Ave.

Pasadena, CA 91101

correspondence@cityofpasadena.net
Via Email

Re: City of Pasadena ' s Proposed Elimination of Planned Development Zoning

Dear City of Pasadena,

YIMBY Law is a 50l(c)3 non-profit corporation, whose mission is to increase the accessibility
and affordability of housing in California. YIMBY Law sues municipalities when they fail to
comply with state housing laws, including the Housing Accountability Act (HAA). As you know,
the City Planning Commission has an obligation to abide by all relevant state housing laws
when evaluating the above captioned proposal, including the HAA. Should the City fail to
follow the law, YIMBY Law will not hesitate to file suit to ensure that the law is enforced.

The ordinance "AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING PASADENA
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17 (ZONING CODE) TO ELIMINATE NEW PLANNED
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT APPLICATION", which is up for first reading by the City on Monday,
March 24th, is proposing a complete elimination of new applications for Planned Development
Districts for the City of Pasadena, California. This ordinance comes squarely in violation of
California Government Code Section 66300(b), which states that "an affected county or an
affected city shall not enact a development policy, standard, or condition that would have any
of the following effects:

(A) Changing the general plan land use designation, specific plan land use designation, or
zoning of a parcel or parcels of property to a less intensive use or reducing the intensity of land
use within an existing general plan land use designation, specific plan land use designation, or
zoning district below what was allowed under the land use designation and zoning ordinances
of the affected county or affected city, as applicable, as in effect on January l, 2018, except as
otherwise provided in clause (ii) of subparagraph

(B). For purposes of this subparagraph, "less intensive use" includes, but is not limited to,
reductions to height, density, or floor area ratio, new or increased open space or lot size
requirements, or new or increased setback requirements, minimum frontage requirements, or
maximum lot coverage limitations, or anything that would lessen the intensity of housing."
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Planned Development districts are an important tool to streamline the development of new,
larger housing projects to add a significant number of units to your city's limited housing
stock. In Chapter 17.26.020(0) of the City of Pasadena's Municipal Code, it defines one of the
purposes of PD districts as to "Establish a procedure for the development of large parcels of
land in order to reduce or eliminate the rigidity, delays, and inequities that otherwise would
result from application of land use regulations and administrative procedures designed
primarily for small parcels."

The city's own municipal code admits one of the primary purposes of Planned Developments is
to streamline larger housing projects that would otherwise be more difficult to plan and
develop without the ease of use provided by the PD process. By establishing an ordinance to
prohibit new Planned Development applications, the City of Pasadena is effectively moving to
lessen the intensity of new housing by intentionally establishing an additional barrier to new
housing development and further restricting the City of Pasadena's new housing stock.

Additionally, in California Government Code Section 663300 (i), it states:
(i) (l) This section does not prohibit an affected county or an affected city from changing a land
use designation or zoning ordinance to a less intensive use if the city or county concurrently
changes the development standards, policies, and conditions applicable to other parcels within
the jurisdiction to ensure that there is no net loss in residential capacity.

Because the City of Pasadena is not concurrently changinsg development standards, policies,
or conditions in order to counteract this ordianance's resulting net loss in residential capacity,
the City will find itself in violation of SB 330 should it approve this new ordinance to amend
Pasadena M.unicipal Code Title 17. We urge the City to avoid passing this ordinance in order to
remain in compliance with California law. Should the City fail to comply with the law, YIMBY
Law will not hesitate to take legal action to ensure that the law is enforced. By way of this
letter, we have also notified HCD of your city's proposed violation of the "no net loss
provision" of SB 330.1 am signing this letter both in my capacity as the Executive Director of
YIMBY Law, and as a resident of California who is affected by the shortage of housing in our
state.

Sincerely,

^r^uu^^
Sonja Trauss
Executive Director
YIMBYLaw

YIMBY Law, 57 Post Street, Suite 908, San Francisco, CA 94104
2
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ORDNANCE NO. 7411

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
County of Los Angeles

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident
of the printer of the Pasadena Journal, a newspaper
of general circulation printed and published weekly
in the city of Pasadena, County of Los Angeles and
which newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper of
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County
of Los Angeles, State of California, under the date of
April 16, 1991, Case Number C013336, that the notice
of which is annexed is a printed copy (set m type not
smaller than nonpareil) has been published in each
regular and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any
supplement thereof on the following dated to-wit

April 6. 2023.

I certify and declare under penalty perjury that the
Foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Pasadena, California. April 6.2023.

0
Signature

Amber Hudson

Introduced by: CouncUmember Hampton

ORDINANCE NO. 7411

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA
AMENDING PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE
TITLE 17 (ZONING CODE) TO ELIMINATE
NEW PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTMCT
APPLICATIONS

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. This ordinanae, due to its length and
corresponding cost of publication, will be published
by title and summary as permitted in Section 508 of
the Pasadena City Charter. The approved suxiunaiy of
this ordinance is as follows:

"Ordimmce No. 7411 amends the Zomng Code of
the City of Pasadena by eliminating the ability to
apply for Planned Developments, while retaining the
ability to contmue to process applications for Planned
Developments submitted prior to February 27,2023, and
to administer and amend existing Planned Developments.

Ordiamce No. 7411 shall take effect 30 days fiom
its publication.

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adopdon
of this ordinance and shaU cause this ordinance to be
published by title and summary.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shaU take effect 30 days
6om its publication.

Signed and approved this 3rd day of April, 2023.

Victor M. Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was
adopted by the City Council of the City of Pasadena
at its meeting held this 3rd day of April 2023, by the
following vote:

AYES:

NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Councihneml
Masuda, Vice Mayor WUiams,
Mayor Gordo
None
Councilmembers Hampton, Rivas
None

Mark Jomsky

City Clerk

Date Published: April 6,2023
Pasadena Journal

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
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Pasadena Press

121 EChestnutAve
Monrovia, CA 91016

(626) 386-3457

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

State of California )
County of LOS ANGELES )

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of
the State of California; I am over the age of eighteen
years, and not a party to or interested in the above-
entitled matter. I am a principal clerk of the printer
of the Pasadena Press, a newspaper published in
the English language for the city of PASADENA,
county of LOS ANGELES, and adjudged as a
newspaper of general circulation by the Superior
Court of the County of LOS ANGELES, State of
California on the date of June 29, 2015, Case
Number ES018815; that the notice, of which the
annexed is a printed copy, has been published in
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper and
not in any supplement thereof on the following
dates, to-wit:

April 06. 2023

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Monrovia, California,

This 06th day of April. 2023

x
^ig ture

(This space is for the County Clerk's Filing Stamp only)

Proof of Publication of

ORDINANCE NO. 7411

AN ORDINANCE OF THE Ctrl' OF PASADENAAMENDING
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17 (ZONING CODE)

TO ELIMINATE NEW PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
APPLICATIONS

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:
SECTION 1. This ordinance, due to its length and correspond-

ing cost of publication, will be published by title and summary as per-
mitted in Section 508 of the Pasadena City Charter. The approved
summary of this ordinance is as follows:
"Ordinance No. 7411 amends the Zoning Code of the City of Pasa-
dena by eliminating the ability to apply for Planned Developments,
while retaining the ability to continue to process applications for
Planned Developments submitted prior to February 27, 2023, and

to administer and amend existing Planned Developments.
Ordinance No. 7411 shall take effect 30 days from its publica-

tion.
SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this

ordinance and shall cause this ordinance to be published by title and
summary.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its
publication.
Signed and approved this 3rd day of April, 2023.

Victor M. Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by
the City Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 3rd
day of April 2023, by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Jones, Lyon, Madison, Masuda.Vice
Mayor Williams, Mayor Gordo

NOES: None
ABSENT: Councilmembers Hampton, Rivas
ABSTAIN: None

Date Published: April 6, 2023

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Theresa E. Fuentes

Assistant City Attorney

Publish April 6, 2023
PASADENA PRESS

Mark Jomsky
City Clerk




