
Introduced by Councilmember Hampton

ORDINANCE NO. 7429

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 6, CHAPTER 6.18 OF THE PASADENA
MUNICIPAL CODE TO ESTABLISH A HEARING OFFICER FORM OF
ADJUDICATION FOR VICIOUS, POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS, AND PUBLIC
NUISANCE DOG HEARINGS

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 6 (Animals), Chapter 6.18

(Regulation of Public Nuisance Dogs) is amended to read as follows:

"Chapter 6.18 Regulation of Vicious, Potentially Dangerous,

and Public Nuisance Dogs
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6.18.010 - Declaration of policy.

It is declared that potentially dangerous and vicious dogs have become a serious

and widespread threat to the safety and welfare of community members who are

persons living in, working in, or visiting Pasadena, in that potentially dangerous and

vicious dogs throughout the city have in recent years assaulted without provocation and

seriously injured individuals, including children, and have killed numerous dogs. The

number and severity of these attacks are attributable to the failure of owners to confine

and properly control vicious dogs and potentially dangerous dogs. In addition, it is

declared that the owning, keeping or harboring of a potentially dangerous or vicious dog

is a public safety problem. Moreover, dogs that unreasonably annoy humans
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substantially interfere with the rights of community members to the enjoyment of life or

property, can also be declared a public nuisance pursuant to this Chapter.

6.18.015 - Obligations of Dog Owners and Prohibited activities.

A. Obligations of dog owner.

1. An owner or possessor of a dog shall at all times prevent the dog from (1)

biting or harassing a person engaged in a lawful act, (2) interfering with

the lawful use of public or private property, and (3) substantially interfering

with the rights of Pasadena community members to the enjoyment of life

or property.

2. An owner or possessor of a dog shall at all times prevent the dog from

causing injury to another domestic animal while the domestic animal is

lawfully upon public or private property.

3. A person with knowledge that an animal has bitten or attacked a human

being must promptly report that fact to the poundmaster.

B. It is unlawful and a public nuisance for any person to own, harbor or keep a

vicious dog, a potentially dangerous dog or a public nuisance dog as defined by

this chapter, except in full compliance with an order issued by the poundmaster

or Hearing Officer after a hearing conducted pursuant to Section 6.18.040.

6.18.020 - Definitions - as used in this chapter.

A. "Hearing Officer" means an individual who has been designated by the City

Manager to adjudicate public nuisance, potentially dangerous, and vicious dog

determination hearings.

B. "Impounded" means taken into custody of the poundmaster for placement in the

City's animal shelter.

C. "Interested party" means the City of Pasadena, poundmaster, dog owner, anyone

identified with estate or other interest in the animal (to the extent it is practical to

do so), and all victims.

D. "Potentially dangerous dog" means a dog that exhibits behavior that, although

not rising to the level of vicious dog as defined in this Chapter, potentially

endangers the life or health of other animals or persons including, but not limited

to, any of the following types of behaviors:
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1. Any dog which, when unprovoked, bites or otherwise attacks a person,

causing a less severe injury than as defined in Section 6.18.020(F);

2. Any dog which, when unprovoked, kills or has caused severe injury to a

domestic animal as defined in Section 6.18.020(F);

3. Any dog that has a propensity or disposition to attack unprovoked or to

cause injury to human beings or domestic animals and the owner of the

dog is aware of said propensity or disposition; or

4. Any dog that has been determined, or otherwise declared, to be a

potentially dangerous dog by another government agency which, after its

owner or keeper has been notified of that determination, continues the

behavior described in Section 6.18.020(D).

E. "Public nuisance dog" means any dog that unreasonably annoys humans,

endangers the life or health of other animals or persons, or substantially

interferes with the rights of community members, other than their owners or

family members, to the enjoyment of life or property but does not rise to the level

of potentially dangerous dog or vicious dog as defined in this chapter. The term

"public nuisance dog" means and includes, but is not limited to, a dog who

exhibits any of the following types of behavior:

1. When unprovoked, approaches any person and attempts to attack upon

private or public property, except inside an owner's home or fenced rear

yard to which all gates or other places of general ingress or egress to the

fenced area are each posted with a warning sign stating that a dog is on

the premises. The letters on said sign shall be at least 1 inch in height and

said sign shall be visible within 10 feet of the entrances to the fenced area;

2. Causes a less severe injury to a domestic animal than as defined in

Section 6.18.020(F) except inside an owner's home or fenced rear yard to

which all gates or other places of general ingress or egress to the fenced

area are each posted with a warning sign stating that a dog is on the

premises. The letters on said sign shall be at least 1 inch in height and

said sign shall be visible within 10 feet of the entrances to the fenced area;

3. Is found at large more than two times within the preceding 12 months;
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4. Damages the property of any person other than its owner;

5. Threatens or intimidates pedestrians, bicyclists, joggers, or others on

transportation devices;

6. Makes excessive and unprovoked disturbing noises, including, but not

limited to, continued and repeated howling, barking, whining, or other

utterances causing unreasonable annoyance, disturbance or discomfort to

neighbors or others in proximity to the premises where the animal is kept

or harbored;

7. Causes fouling of the air by odor and thereby creates unreasonable

annoyance or discomfort to neighbors or others in proximity to the

premises where the dog is kept or harbored;

8. Causes unsanitary conditions in enclosures or surroundings where the

dog is kept or harbored;

9. Is dangerous to the health, safety, or welfare of the community by virtue of

it being maintained with a number and/or types of other dogs and/or other

animals; or

10. Has previously been found to be a public nuisance dog by the

poundmaster, Hearing Officer, or another government agency which, after

its owner or keeper has been notified of that determination, continues the

behavior described in Section 6.18.020(E) .

F. "Severe injury" means any physical injury to a human being that results in muscle

tears or disfiguring lacerations or requires multiple sutures or corrective or

cosmetic surgery, or an injury to a domestic animal that causes the animal to be

admitted at the recommendation of a veterinarian for inpatient treatment, surgical

care, or hospitalization.

G. "Unprovoked" means the absence of antagonizing behavior such as teasing,

taunting, tormenting, abusing or assaulting of a dog, or if the person or animal

bitten or attacked by the dog was committing a willful trespass or other tortious or

criminal activity upon the premises occupied by the owner or keeper of the dog.

H. "Vicious dog" means a dog that endangers the life or health of other animals or

persons including, but not limited to, any of the following behaviors:
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1. Any dog that, when unprovoked, in an aggressive manner, inflicts severe

injury on or kills a human being when the person and the dog are either off

the property of the owner or keeper of the dog, or the person is an invitee

on the property of the owner or keeper of the dog;

2. Inflicts severe injury on a human being without provocation on public or

private property;

3. Any dog that is owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of

dog fighting or any dog trained for dog fighting;

4. Any dog previously determined to be and currently listed as a potentially

dangerous dog which, after its owner or keeper has been notified of this

determination, continues the behavior described in Section 6.18.020(D); or

5. Any dog that has been declared a vicious dog by another government

agency which, after its owner or keeper has been notified of this

determination, continues the behavior described in Section 6.18.020(D) or

(H);
I. Notwithstanding the definitions above, no dog may be declared a public nuisance

dog, potentially dangerous dog, or vicious dog if:

1. An injury or damage is sustained by a person or animal who, at the time

such injury or damage was sustained, was committing a willful trespass or

other tort upon premises occupied by the owner or keeper of the dog, or

was teasing, taunting, tormenting, abusing or assaulting the dog or was

committing or attempting to commit a crime;

2. The dog was protecting or defending a human being or an injured dog

within the immediate vicinity of the dog from an attack or assault; or

3. The dog was used by any public law enforcement agency.

6.18.030 - Impoundment.

A. The poundmaster shall have the power to summarily and immediately impound a

dog where there is reasonable cause to believe it is a public nuisance dog,

potentially dangerous dog, or vicious dog.

B. Any person who fails to surrender to the poundmaster upon demand a dog which

is subject to being impounded pursuant to this section, in addition to the
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administrative penalties in this Chapter, may be prosecuted and punished as

provided in Chapter 1.24 of this code.

C. A dog impounded pursuant to the authority of this section shall be returned to the

owner or custodian when it is no longer required as evidence in another

proceeding, or if a notice of a hearing pursuant to Section 6.18.040 has not been

served on the owner or custodian within 10 calendar days after the

impoundment.

D. A dog impounded pursuant to the authority of this section shall remain

impounded until a hearing held pursuant to 6.18.040 is completed. The owner or

keeper of the impounded dog shall be liable to the City for the costs and

expenses of keeping the dog, if the dog is later determined to be a public

nuisance, potentially dangerous, or vicious.

E. When a dog has been impounded and it is not contrary to public safety, the

poundmaster may permit the dog to be confined at the owner's residence or at

the owner's expense in a poundmaster approved kennel or veterinary facility

within the city limits provided that the owner:

1. Shall not remove the dog from the kennel, veterinary facility or residence

without the prior written approval of the poundmaster; and

2. Shall make the dog available for observation and inspection by the

poundmaster or members of the public health or police departments.

F. Any dog subject to this section must be permanently identified by the

poundmaster by the use of photographs, permanent marking, or both, prior to its

release from impound or confinement.

G. All impound, kenneling and licensing fees shall be paid prior to release of the dog

from confinement.

6.18.040 - Hearings - Procedures.

A. A Hearing Officer shall conduct a hearing to determine whether or not a dog is a

public nuisance, potentially dangerous, or vicious dog as defined by Section

6.18.020. The hearing shall afford the owner and the owner's witnesses a full

opportunity to be heard.
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B. Notice of the hearing shall be given, which shall set forth a description of the dog,

and the name and the street address of the dog's owner, which is the subject of

the hearing. It shall contain a brief statement of the violations rendering the

owner or the dog in violation of this code or state law. It shall state the date, hour

and place of the hearing and shall order all interested parties who desire to be

heard in the matter to appear before the Hearing Officer.

C. A copy of the notice shall be served at least 10 calendar days prior to the date

set for hearing exclusive of the day of service either by personal service or by

first class mail at the owner's last known address by the poundmaster.

D. To the extent it is practical to do so, the poundmaster shall give notice to any

person having any other estate or interest in the animal involved.

E. For any dog-related complaint presented for a hearing, the poundmaster shall

provide the Hearing Officer a report that includes, at a minimum, the following

information:

1. Conclusions from an investigation; and

2. Presentation of any evidence that the dog satisfies the definition of public

nuisance, potentially dangerous, or vicious dog.

F. In making a determination that a dog is or is not a potentially dangerous or

vicious dog, evidence of the following shall be considered:

1. Any previous history of the dog attacking, biting or causing injury to a

human being or other animal;

2. The nature and extent of injuries inflicted and the number of victims

involved;

3. The place where the bite, attack or injury occurred;

4. The presence or absence of any provocation for the bite, attack or injury;

5. The extent to which property has been damaged or destroyed;

6. Whether the dog exhibits any characteristics of being trained for fighting or

attack or other evidence to show such training or fighting;

7. The manner in which the dog has been maintained by its owner;

8. Any other relevant evidence concerning the maintenance of the dog;
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9. Prior registration as a potentially dangerous dog in Pasadena or other

jurisdictions;

10. Prior determination as a vicious dog by other jurisdictions; and

11. Any other relevant evidence regarding the ability of the owner, or the

poundmaster, to protect the public safety in the future if the dog is

permitted to remain in the city.

G. After a hearing, the Hearing Officer may declare any dog to be a public nuisance,

potentially dangerous, or vicious dog whenever the criteria set forth in Section

6.18.020aremet.

H. Based upon a preponderance of evidence, the Hearing Officer may make
determinations and issue orders pursuant to 6.18.050.

6.18.050 - Determinations and orders.

A. Within seven calendar days after a hearing, the Hearing Officer may order that

the owner of any dog determined to be a public nuisance dog comply with one or

more of the following actions:

1. The dog shall be immediately surrendered to the poundmaster, and it is

the duty of the poundmaster to take up and impound any such dog;

2. The owner shall accept custody of the dog upon agreeing to reasonable

terms, conditions or restrictions imposed for the training, handling or

maintenance of the dog to protect the health, safety and welfare of the

community. Any dog which is impounded or otherwise confined and which

is not claimed within 5 calendar days of service of a notice of conditional

release shall be deemed abandoned. Any owner who fails, refuses or

neglects to follow the conditions as ordered by the Hearing Officer shall

surrender the dog to the poundmaster upon demand; or

3. The owner shall be ordered to remove the dog from the city provided that

the dog is taken to its new location immediately and directly upon its

release from impound or confinement. Any owner who fails, refuses or

neglects to remove the dog permanently, immediately and directly from

the city upon release from impound or confinement shall surrender the

dog to the poundmaster upon demand.
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B. Within seven calendar days after a hearing, the Hearing Officer shall order the

owner of any dog determined to be a potentially dangerous dog to comply with

one or more of the following actions:

1. A potentially dangerous dog, while on the owner's property, shall, at all

times, be kept indoors, or in a securely fenced yard from which the dog

cannot escape, and into which children cannot trespass; the potentially

dangerous dog may be off the owner's premises only if such dog wears a

muzzle and is securely confined by a strong cord, chain or leash, not

exceeding 6 feet, securely and continuously held by a competent adult

owning, having an interest in, harboring, or having charge, care control,

custody or possession of such dog, unless such dog is lawfully confined

within an automobile;

2. The owner shall maintain and provide proof of a current general liability or

other applicable insurance policy from an insurer licensed to practice in

the state of California, in a single incident amount established by the City

of Pasadena for each such dog, for injury to or death of any person or

persons, or loss or damage to any property, caused by or resulting from

any act of such dog;

3. The owner shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the city, including

the poundmaster, and its officers and agents from any damage or injury

caused after their dog is declared a potentially dangerous dog if it inflicts

severe injury on or kills a human being or kills, seriously bites, inflicts

severe injury, or otherwise causes injury attacking a domestic animal off

the property of the owner or keeper of the dog;

4. If a potentially dangerous dog dies, or is sold, transferred, or permanently

removed from the city where the owner or keeper resides, the owner of a

potentially dangerous dog shall notify the poundmaster in writing within

two business days, and shall provide the poundmasterwith the name,

address and telephone number to whom the dog was sold, transferred, or

moved;and
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5. Comply with one or more of the actions set forth in 6.18.050(A) or have

the dog humanely destroyed, pursuant to Section 6.18.050(D).

C. All dogs determined to be potentially dangerous shall have the designation

permanently noted on their records with the poundmaster.

1. Designation as a potentially dangerous dog shall be included in licensing

and registration records of the dog with the poundmaster, either after the

owner or keeper of the dog has agreed to the designation or after a

hearing pursuant to Section 6.18.040 has determined the designation

applies to the dog.

2. The City of Pasadena or poundmaster may charge a potentially

dangerous dog fee in addition to the regular licensing fee to provide for the

increased costs of maintaining records for the dog.

D. Within seven calendar days after a hearing, the Hearing Officer shall order any

dog determined to be a vicious dog to be humanely destroyed and shall sign an

order authorizing the poundmaster to destroy the dog.

E. The Environmental Health Services Division Manager shall serve, either by

personal service or by first class mail, a copy of the Hearing Officer orders to all

interested parties within 10 calendar days of the hearing.

6.18.060 -Appeals.

A. Any interested party may, within five business days of the receipt of the notice of

determination, appeal the Hearing Officer's public nuisance dog determination to

the Superior Court pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.5.

Regarding potentially dangerous or vicious dog decisions, the petitioner or the

owner or keeper of the dog may contest the decision of the Hearing Officer to the

Superior Court pursuant to the provisions set forth in the California Food and

Agricultural Code. Upon a timely appeal of the Hearing Officer's vicious dog

determination, any order to humanely destroy the dog shall be stayed until after

the conclusion of appellate proceedings conducted pursuant to the California

Food and Agricultural Code. The fee for filing an appeal, payable to the clerk of

the court, is as provided in the Government Code. The appellant shall serve

personally or by first-class mail postage prepaid, notice of the appeal upon the
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respondent and by notifying the Environmental Health Sen/ices Division

Manager.

B. The court hearing the appeal of the potentially dangerous or vicious dog decision

shall be conducted pursuant to relevant sections within Chapter Nine, Division 14

of the California Food and Agricultural Code

C. The determination of the court hearing the appeal shall be final and conclusive

upon all parties.

6.18.070 -Administrative Fines.

A. In addition to any criminal violation authorized in this Chapter, any violation

involving a public nuisance or potentially dangerous dog may be subject to an

administrative fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500) for each instance of

violation.

B. In addition to any criminal violation authorized in this Chapter, any violation

involving a vicious dog may be subject to an administrative fine not to exceed

one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each instance of violation

6.18.080 -Administrative rules and regulations.

The public health department shall promulgate written rules and regulations pertaining

to the enforcement and implementation of this chapter in consultation with the city

poundmaster.

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall

cause this ordinance to be published in full text.

11



SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its publication.

Signed and approved this 15th day of July ,2024.

^^
Victor M. G
Mayor of th

r

ity of Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City

Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 15th day

of July _2024, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Date Published:

Councilmembers Hampton, Jones, Lyon, Masuda,
Rivas, Williams, Vice Mayor Madison, Mayor Gordo

None

None

None

July 18, 2024

Mark Jom^y
City Clerk

Approved as to form:

^
^ 0 \̂^ ,^^c^

Dion O'Connell
assistant City Attorney
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expenses of keepinfl the dog, if the doa is later determined to be a public

nuisance, potentially dangerous, or vicious.

&T When a doc) has been impounded and it is not contrary to public safety ,Vhe

poundmaster may permit the doa to be confined at the owner's residaftce or at

the owner's expense in a poundmaster approved kennel or veterinary facility

within the city limits provided that the owner: In liou of impound^he poundmaster

may permit the dog to be confined a the owner's expense in^fpoundmaster

approved dog kennel or veterinary facility within the city oi^6t the owners

residence provided, that the owner:

1. Shall not remove the dog from the kennel, ve^f-inary facility or residence

without the prior written approval of the poi^dmaster; and

2. Shall make the dog available for observgiffon and inspection by the

poundmaster or members of the publiVhealth or police departments.

F. Any dog subject to this section must be pgfmanently identified by the

poundmaster by the use of photography permanent marking, or both, prior to its

release from impound or confinemeiy

G. All impound, kenneling and licensj^g fees shall be paid prior to release of the dog

from confinement.

6.18.040 - Public nuisance dog IJ^armfls-Procedures.

A. The code enforcement cqifimissionA Hearing Officer shall conduct a hearing to

determine whether or ^5t a dog confined or impounded pursuant to Section

6.18.030 is a publicyuisance, potentially dangerous, or vicious dog as defined by

Section 6.18.020^The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with Capter

2.55 and shall^ffford the owner and the owner's witnesses a full opportunity to be

heard.

B. Notice ofjifie hearing shall be given, which shall set forth a description of the dog,

and thgfname and the street address of the dog's owner, which is the subject of

thej|fearing. It shall contain a brief statement of the violations rendering the

q^ner or the dog in violation of this code or state law. It shall state the date, hour

rand place of the hearing and shall order all interested parties who desire to be

heard in the matter to appear before the commissionHearing Officer.
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C. A copy of the notice shall be served at least 10 calendar days prior to the dat

set for hearing exclusive of the day of service either by personal service oj^)y

first class mail at the owner's last known address by the poundmaster.

D. To the extent it is practical to do so, the poundmaster shall give notiq^fto any

person having any other estate or interest in the animal involved.

E. For any doa-related complaint presented for a hearing, the poufllQmaster shall

provide the Hearing Officer a report that includes, at a minimZm, the following

information:

1. Conclusions from an investigation; and

2. Presentation of ajiy evidence thaLthe^ocj sat^fies the definition of public

nuisance, potentially dangerous, or vicious,

E. The code enforcement commission, after a hoaj^hg, may declare any dog to be a

public nuisance dog whenever the criteria setfqiCh in Section 6.18.020 are mot.

F. In making a determination that a dog is oi^s not a public nLHsaneepotentially

dangerous or vicious dog, and which deposition shall be ordered under

subsection G, evidence of the follov^fig shall be considered:

1. Any previous history ofth^Gog attacking, biting or causing injury to a

human being or other aj

2. The nature and exter}jfof injuries inflicted and the number of victims

involved;

3. The place wher^fthe bite, attack or injury occurred;

4. The presencg^or absence of any provocation for the bite, attack or injury;

5. The exten^o which property has been damaged or destroyed;

6. Whethq^the dog exhibits any characteristics of being trained for fighting or

attaq/'or other evidence to show such training or fighting;

7. Tt^6 manner in which the dog has been maintained by its owner;

8. y^ny other relevant evidence concerning the maintenance of the dog;

Pnor registration as a potentiallv danflerciys do.Q in Pasadena or other

jurisdictions;

10. Prior determination as a vicious dog by other jurisdictions; and
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11. Any other relevant evidence regarding the ability of the owner, or the

poundmaster, to protect the public safety in the future if the dog is

permitted to remain in the city.

G. After a hearing, the Hearing Officer may declare any doa to be a puh^c nuisance,

potentially dangerous, or vicious doa whenever the criteria set forty in Section

6.18.020aremet.

may make

any dog declared to

Offic

Of

H. Based upon a preponderance of evidence, the Hearina
determinations and issue orders pursuant to 6.18.050.

G. The code enforcement commission, after hearing, may oj
be a public nuisance dog to:

1. Be impounded. The dog shall be immediately surryhdered to the poundmater,
and it is the duty of the poundmater to take up ay9 impound any such dog;

2. Be humanely destroyed. The code enforcemej/'commission shall sign an
order authorizing the destruction of the dog ^thin 2 days after the time for
appeal as provided in Section 6.18.050 ha^passed without an appeal being
fitedr

3. Be released with reasonable terms, coQflitions or restrictions imposed for the
training handling or maintenance oftl^ dog to protect the public health, safety
and welfare. Any dog which is impq^Tnded or otherwise confined and which is
not claimed within 5 calendar dayyof service of a notice of conditional release
shall be deemed abandoned anjf shall be disposed of by the poundmater in
accordance with this title. Any^wner who fails, refuses or neglects to follow
the conditions as ordered b^he commission is guilty of a misdemeanor;

4. Be ordered removed from/ie city provided that the dog is taken to its new
location immediately anc^lirectly upon its release from impound or
confinement. Failure tc^emove the dog permanently, immediately and directly
from the city upon revise from impound or confinement is a misdemeanor.

6.18.050 - Determination^6nd orders.

A. Within seven caleaCar days after a hearing, the Hearino Officer mav order that

the owner of an/'doq determined to be a public nuisance dog comply with one or

more of the Wlowinci actions:

1. Thg^dofl shall be immediately surrendered to the ppundmaster, and it is

fe duty of the poundmaster to take up and impound any such dog;

2V The owner shall accept custody of the doa upon aareeing to reasonable

terms, conditions or restrictions imposed for the trainino, handling or

maintenance of the dog to protect the health, safety and welfare of the

community. Any doa which is impounded or otherwise confined and which
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is not claimed within 5 calendar days of service of a notice of conditioo^l

release shall be deemed abandoned. Any owner who fails, refuses/r

neglects to follow the conditions as ordered bv the Hearina Office shall

surrender the dog to the poundmaster upon demand; or

3. The owner shall be ordered to remove the dog from the cit^rovided that

the dog is taken to its new location immediately and dire^lv upon its

release from impound or confinement. Any owner wh^ fails, refuses or

neglects to remove the dog permanently, immediately and directly from

the city upon release from impound or confinemgftt shall surrender the

doa to the poundmaster upon demand.

B. Within seven calendar days after a hearing, the HVaring Officer shall order the

owner of any doa determined to be a potentialiydanaerous dog to complvwith

one or more of the following actions:

1. A potentially dangerous dog, while^Cn the owner's property, shall, at all

times, be kept indoors, or in a sg^urelv fenced yard from which the do.q

cannot escape, and into whicYchildren cannot trespass; the potentially

danaerous doa mav be offjfhe owner's premises only if such doa wears a

muzzle and is securely adnfined bv a strong cord, chain or leash, not

exceeding 6 feet, securely and continuously held by a competent adult

ownina, having an^hterest in, harboring, or having charge, care control,

custodvor possYssion of such do.Q, unless such doQ is lawfullv confined

within an autgfnobile;

2. The ownei^hall maintain and provide proof of a current general liability or

other ao^licable insurance policy from an insurer licensed to practice in

the slfite of California, in a single incident amount established by the City

of^asadena for each such dog, for injury to or death of any person or

persons, or loss or damage to any property, caused by or resultin.q from

any act of such dog;

3. The owner shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the city, including

the poundmaster, and its officers and agents from any damage or injury

caused after their dog is declared a potentially dangerous do.q if it inflicts
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severe injurv on or kills a human beina or kills, seriously bites, inflicts

severe injyrv, or otherwise causes iniurv attackina a domestic animal off

the property of the owner or keeper of the doa;

4. If a potentially dangerous dog dies, or is sold, transferred, or o6rmanently

removed from the city where the owner or keeper resides, U^e owner of a

potentiallvLdanflerous dog shall notify the poundmaster iywriting within

two business days, and shall provide the poundmastoj<with the name,

address and telephone number to whom the doa wXs sold, transferred, or

moved; and

5. Comply with one or more of the actions set foifh in 6.18.050(A) or have

the doa humanely destroyed, pursuant to action 6.18.050(D).

C. All dogs determined to be potentially danaerougfshall have the desianation

permanently noted on their records with thej^bundmaster.

1. Designation as a potentially danoeiCus dog shall be included in licensing

and registration records of the d^a with the poundmaster, either after the

owner or keeper of the dog hg^ agreed to the desiflnation or after a

hearina pursuant to Sectioy6.18.040 has determined the designation

applies to the dog.

2. The City of Pasadengfor poundmaster mav charfle a potentially

dangerous dog fe^n addition to the regular licensing fee to provide for the

increased costs^Cf maintaining records for the doq.

D. Within seven calendar days after a hearing, the Hearin.q Officer shall order any

doa determined tsfbe a vicious doci to be humanely destroyed and shall sign an

order authorizij?^ the poundmaster to destroy the dog.

E. The Environmental Health Services Division Manager neiqhborhood services

administrator shall serve, either by personal service or bv first class mail, a copy

ofthei^earinq Officer order to all interested parties within 10 calendar days of the

hegj^na.

6.18.06^0 - Appeals from commission ofcters.

rAnv interested party may, within five business days of the receipt of the notice of

determination, appeal the Hearing Officer's public nuisance dog determination to

11



the^ Superior Court pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.5.

Re,Qardinci potentially dangerous or vicious doa decisions, the petitioner oi/he

owner or keeper of the dog may contest the decision of the Hearina Officer to the

Superior Court pursuant to the provisions set forth in the California Fflfcd and

Agriculture Code. Upon a timely appeal of the Hearing Officer's viaf&us doq

determination, any order to humanely destroy the dog shall be gfayed until after

the conclusion of appellate proceedings conducted pursuantjfe the California

Food a nd_A.qri cultural Code. The fee for filing an appeal, Buyable to the clerk of

the court, is as provided in the Government Code. Thejfbpellant shall serve

personally or by first-class mail postaae prepaid, notyfe of the appeal upon the

respondent and by notifvina the Environmental H^lth Services Division

Manaaer.

B. The court hearing the appeal of the potential^ dangerous orvicLous dog decision

shall be conducted pursuant to relevant sg^tionsof the California Food and

Agriculture Code.

C. The determination of the court heario^ the^ippeal^hall be final and conclusive

upon all parties.

An appeal may be taker^rom the order of the code enforcement

commission as setfojpfh in Pasadena Municipal Code Section 2.55.070.

6.18.060 —Order —Stay when gfnorgcncy foundr

Compliance with the order of^e code enforcement appeals commission shall not be

required while an appeal isypending.

6.18.070 - Administratufe Fines.

A. In addition to gjCv criminal violation authorized in this Chapter, any violation

involving a QiGblic nuisance or potentially danQerous do.q may be subject to an

administriffive fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500) for each instance of

violation.

B. In adQition to any criminal violation authorized in this Chapter, any violation

Solving a vicious doq mav be subject to an administrative fine not to exceed

rone thousand dollars ($1,000) for each instance of violation.

6.^6.080070 - Administrative rules and regulations.

12



The public health department shall promulgate written rules and regulations pertainij

to the enforcement and implementation of this chapter in consultation with the

poundmaster.

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordins

cause this ordinance to be published in full text.

and shall

13



SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its publication.

Signed and approved this_ day of_ ,2024<

Victor M. Gfl^do
Mayor of yfe City of Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinanc^vas adopted by the City

Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting held tj^Ts _day

of_2024, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Date Published:

Approved as to

Dion O'Cs
AssistaflC City Attorney

Mark Jomsky
City Clerk

Blackline version
Doc# TTONFVYSOD1 MQM
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OFFICE OF THE CITY ATT 0 RNEY/C ITY PROSECUTOR

MEMORANDUM

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY/CIT)' PROSECUTOR'S DEPARTMENT

DATE: July 15, 2024

SUBJECT: EXISTING WARNING SIGN PROVISION IN ORDINANCE AMENDING
TITLE 6, CHAPTER 6.18 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE
ESTABLISHING A HEARING OFFICER FORM OF ADJUDICATION
FOR VICIOUS, POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS, AND PUBLIC
NUISANCE DOG HEARINGS

On May 20, the City Council directed the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance
amending Title 6, Chapter 6.18 of the Pasadena Municipal Code "to establish a hearing
officer form of adjudication for public nuisance animal hearings to conform to best
practices and update related penalties and definitions..."

On July 8, the City Council conducted first reading of this ordinance. The ordinance
included provisions updating definitions for public nuisance, potentially dangerous, and
vicious dogs, and shifted responsibility for hearings from the Code Enforcement
Commission and its panels, to hearing officers. During City Council's consideration of
the ordinance on first reading, there was a question regarding the language about
posting a warning sign in Section 6.18.020, subdivision (E), which defines a public
nuisance dog as a dog who:

"When unprovoked, approaches any person and attempts to attack upon private
or public property, except inside an owner's home or fenced rear yard to which all
gates or other places of general ingress or egress to the fenced area are each
posted with a warning sign stating that a dog is on the premises. The letters on
said sign shall be at least 1 inch in height and said sign shall be visible within 10
feet of the entrances to the fenced area..."

There was a question from the City Council regarding whether the reference to warning
signs was new language, and if the public should be alerted to it. It was also asked

Meeting of: 7/15/24
Item No. 15

100 North Garfield Avenue, Suite N210
(626) 744-4141

P.O. Box 7115 • Pasadena, CA 91109-7215
Fax (626) 744-4190



whether a dog owner is required to post warning signs, and whether the dog owner
could be liable under our Municipal Code if their dog were to bite a trespasser if, at the
time, the property did not have the referenced signage.

Addressing the first two questions, the language is not new. The language was added in
1988. The 1988 ordinance enhanced the poundmaster's ability to regulate dangerous
dogs which are public nuisances. In 1998, 10 years later, Section 6.18.020 was
amended to improve enforcement of the City's Public Nuisance Dog Ordinance. The
language regarding signage quoted above was left intact, as it remains today.

Section 6.18.020 does not require dog owners to post warning signs on their properties.
Moreover, the language in Section 6.18.020, subdivision (I) plainly states:

"Notwithstanding the definitions above, no dog may be declared a public
nuisance dog ... if..[a]n injury or damage is sustained by a person ...who, at the
time such injury or damage was sustained, was committing a willful trespass or
other tort upon premises..."

Thus, under the Municipal Code, if a dog were to bite an intruder at a residence where
no warning sign is posted, the dangerous dog administrative hearing process would not
apply. With that said, the language is worthy of thorough review following the City
Council's adoption of the ordinance proposed herein. The Public Health Department
intends to complete a comprehensive review of Title 6 to assess the need for updates,
which will include review of the sign-posting requirements. While the amendments in the
proposed Ordinance focus on moving to a hearing officer model of adjudication, staff's
next review will seek to clarify and update other aspects of Title 6 of the Municipal Code
to conform it to best practices for administering animal services matters.

Respectfully submitted,

(^]A.4^^^^
Michele Beat Bagneris
City Attorney/City Prosecutor

Prepared by:

V L- C/K^-^-^$2f
)n O'Connef

Assistant City Attorney
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Pasadena Press

820 S. Myrtle Ave
Monrovia, CA 91016

(626) 386-3457

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

State of California )
County of LOS ANGELES )

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of
the State of California; I am over the age of eighteen
years, and not a party to or interested in the above-
entitled matter. I am a principal clerk of the printer
of the Pasadena Press, a newspaper published in
the English language for the city of PASADENA,
county of LOS ANGELES, and adjudged as a
newspaper of general circulation by the Superior
Court of the County of LOS ANGELES, State of
California on the date of June 29, 2015, Case
Number ES018815; that the notice, of which the
annexed is a printed copy, has been published in
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper and
not in any supplement thereof on the following
dates, to-wit:

July 18. 2024

!

certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Monrovia, California,

This 25th day of July 2024

x
i^lfiature

(This space is for the County Clerk's Filing Stamp only)

Proof of Publication of

Introduced by Councilmember Hampton

ORDINANCE NO. 7429

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 6, CHAPTER
6.18 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE TO

ESTABLISH A HEARING OFFICER FORM OF
ADJUDICATION FOR VICIOUS, POTENTIALLY
DANGEROUS, AND PUBLIC NUISANCE DOG

HEARINGS

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:
SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 6 (Animals),

Chapter 6.18 (Regulation of Public Nuisance Dogs) is amended to
read as follows:

"Chapter 6.18 Regulation of Vicious, Potentially Dangerous,
and Public Nuisance Dogs

Sections

6.18.010 -
6.18.015 -
tivities.
6.18.020
6.18.030
6.18.040
6.18.050
6.18.060
6.18.070
6.18.080 -

Declaration of policy.
Obligations of Dog Owners and Prohibited ac-

Definitions - as used in this chapter.
Impoundment.
Hearings - Procedures.
Determination and orders.
Appeals.
Fines.
Administrative rules and regulations.

6.18.010 - Declaration of policy.
It is declared that potentially dangerous and vicious dogs have

become a serious and widespread threat to the safety and welfare
of community members who are persons living in, working in, or
visiting Pasadena, in that potentially dangerous and vicious dogs
throughout the city have in recent years assaulted without provoca-
tion and seriously injured individuals, including children, and have

n
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kilted numerous dogs. The number and severity of these attacks are
attributable to the failure of owners to confine and properly control
vicious dogs and potentially dangerous dogs. In addition, it is de-
dared that the owning, keeping or harboring of a potentially danger-
ous or vicious dog is a public safety problem. N4oreover, dogs that
unreasonably annoy humans substantially interfere with the rights of
community members to the enjoyment of life or property, can also be
declared a public nuisance pursuant to this Chapter.
6.18.015 - Obligations of Dog Owners and Prohibited activities.

A. Obligations of dog owner.
1. 'An owner or possessor of a dog shall at all times

prevent the dog from (1 ) biting or harassing a person
engaged in a lawful act, (2) interfering with the lawful
use of public or private property, and (3) substantially
interfering with the n'ghts of Pasadena community
members to the enjoyment of life or property.

2. An owner or possessor of a dog shall at all times
prevent the dog from causing injury to another do-
mestic animal while the domestic animal is lawfully
upon public or private property.

3. A person with knowledge that an animal has bitten
or attacked a human being must promptly report that
fact to the poundmaster.

B. It is unlawful and a public nuisance for any person to own, :
harbor or keep a vicious dog, a potentially dangerous dog
or a public nuisance dog as defined by this chapter, ex-
cept in full compliance with an order issued by the pound-
master or Hearing Officer after a hearing conducted pur- I
suantto Section 6.18.040.

6.18.020 - Definitions - as used in this chapter.
A. "Hearing Officer" means an individual who has been des- |

ignatedby the City Manager to adjudicate public nuisance,
potentially dangerous, and vicious dog determination
hearings.

B. "Impounded" means taken into custody of the poundmas-
ter for placement in the City's animal shelter.

C. "Interested party" means the City of Pasadena, pound-
master, dog owner, anyone identified with estate or other
interest in the animal (to the extent it is practical to do so),
and all victims.

D. "Potentially dangerous dog" means a dog that exhibits be-
havior that, although not rising to the level of vicious dog
as defined in this Chapter, potentially endangers the life
or health of other animals or persons including, but not
limited to, any of the following types of behaviors:
1. Any dog which, when unprovoked, bites or otherwise

attacks a person, causing a less severe injury than
as defined in Section 6.18.020(F);

2. Any dog which, when unprovoked, kills or has
caused severe injury to a domestic animal as d&-
fined in Section 6.18.020(F);

3. Any dog that has a propensity or disposition to attack
unprovoked or to cause injury to human beings or
domestic animals and the owner of the dog is aware
of said propensity or disposition; or

4. Any dog that has been determined, or otherwise de-
dared, to be a potentially dangerous dog by another
government agency which, after its owner or keeper
has been notified of that determination, continues
the behavior described in Section 6.18.020(D).

E. "Public nuisance dog" means any dog that unreasonably
annoys humans, endangers the life or health of other ani-
mals or persons, or substantially interferes with the rights
of community members, other than their owners or family
members, to the enjoyment of life or property but does not
rise to the level of potentially dangerous dog or vicious
dog as defined in this chapter. The term "public nuisance
dog" means and includes, but is not limited to, a dog who
exhibits any of the following types of behavior:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

When unprovoked, approaches any person and at-
tempts to attack upon private or public property, ex-
cePt inside an owner's home or fenced rear yard to
which all gates or other places of general ingress or
egress to the fenced area are each posted with a
warning sign stating that a dog is on the premises.
The letters on said sign shall "be at least" 1 inch in
height and said sign shall be visible within 10 feet of
the entrances to the fenced area;
Causes a less severe injury to a domestic animal-
than as defined in Section 6.18.020(F) except inside
an owner's home or fenced rear yard to which all
gates or other places of general ingress or egress to
thefenc<ed.area are each Posted w~ith a wamTng sign
stating that a dog is on the premises. The letters on
said sign shall be at least 1 inch in height and said
sign shall be visible wrthin 10 feet of the entrances to
the fenced area;
Is found at large moi-e than two times within the pre-
ceding 12 months;
Damages the property of any person other than its
owner;
Threatens or intimidates pedestrians, bicyclists, jog-
gers, or others on transportation devices;
Makes excessive and unprovoked disturbing noises,
including but not limited to, continued and repeated
howling, barking, whining, or other utterances caus-
ing unreasonable annoyance, disturbance or dis-
comfort to neighbors or others in proximity to the
premises where the animal is kept or harbored;
Causes fouling of the air by odor and thereby creates

unreasonable annoyance or discomfort to neighbors
or others in proximity to the premises where the dog
is kept or harbored;

8. Causes unsanitary conditions in enclosures or sur-
roundings where the dog is kept or harbored;

9. Is dangerous to the health, safety, or welfare of the
community by virtue of it being maintained with a
number and/or types of other dogs and/or other ani-
mats; or

10. Has previously been found to be a public nuisance
dog by the poundmaster, Hearing Officer, or another
government agency which, after its owner or keeper
has been notified of that determination, continues
the behavior described in Section 6.18.020(E).

F. "Severe injury" means any physical injury to a human be-
ing that results in muscle tears or disfiguring lacerations
or requires multiple sutures or corrective or cosmetic sur-
gery, or an injury to a domestic animal that causes the
animal to be admitted at the recommendation of a veteri-
narian for inpatient treatment, surgical care, or hospital-
ization.

G. "Unprovoked" means the absence of antagonizing be-
havior such as teasing, taunting, tormenting, abusing or
assaulting of a dog, or if the person or animal bitten or
attacked by the dog was committing a willful trespass or
other tortious or criminal activity upon the premises oc-
cupied by the owner or keeper of the dog.

H. "Vicious dog" means a dog that endangers the life or
health of other animals or persons including, but not lim-
ited to, any of the following behaviors:
1. Any dog that, when unprovoked, in an aggressive

manner, inflicts severe injury on or kills a human be-
ing when the person and the dog are either off the
property of the owner or keeper of the dog, or the
person is an invitee on the property of the owner or
keeper of the dog;

2. Inflicts severe injury on a human being without prov-
ocation on public or private property;

3. Any dog that is owned or harbored primarily or in part
for the purpose of dog fighting or any dog trained for •
dog fighting;



4. Any dog previously determined to be and currently
listed as a potentially dangerous dog which, after its
owner or keeper has been notified of this determi-
nation, continues the behavior described in Section
6.18.020(D); or

5. Any dog that has been declared a vicious dog by
another government agency which, after its owner or
keeper has been notified of this determination, con-
tinues the behavior described in Section 6.18.020(0)

I. Notwithstanding the definitions above, no dog may be de-
dared a public nuisance dog, potentially dangerous dog,
or vicious dog if:
1. An injury or damage is sustained by a person or ani-

mat who, at the time such injury or damage was sus-
tained, was committing a willful trespass or other tort
upon premises occupied by the owner or keeper of
the dog, or was teasing, taunting, tormenting, abus-
ing or assaulting the dog or was committing or at-
tempting to commit a crime;

2. The dog was protecting or defending a human being
or an injured dog within the immediate vicinity of the
dog from an attack or assault; or

3. The dog was used by any public law enforcement
agency.

6.18.030 - Impoundment.
A. The poundmaster shall have the power to summarily and

immediately impound a dog where there is reasonable
cause to believe it is a public nuisance dog, potentially
dangerous dog, or vicious dog.

B. Any person who fails to surrender to the poundmaster
upon demand a dog which is subject to being impounded
pursuant to this section, in addition to the administrative
penalties in this Chapter, may be prosecuted and pun-
ished as provided in Chapter 1.24 of this code.

C. A dog impounded pursuant to the authority of this section
shall be returned to the owner or custodian when it is no
longer required as evidence in another proceeding, or if a
notice of a hearing pursuant to Section 6.18.040 has not
been served on the owner or custodian within 10 calendar
days after the impoundment.

D. A dog impounded pursuant to the authority of this sec-
tion shall remain impounded until a hearing held pursu-
ant to 6.18.040 is completed. The owner or keeper of the
impounded dog shall be liable to the City for the costs
and expenses of keeping the dog, if the dog is later deter-
mined to be a public nuisance, potentially dangerous, or
vicious.

E. When a dog has been impounded and it is not contrary
to public safety, the poundmaster may permit the dog to
be confined at the owner's residence or at the owner's
expense in a poundmaster approved kennel or veterinary
facility within the city limits provided that the owner:
1. Shall not remove the dog from the kennel, veterinary

facility or residence without the pnor written approval
of the poundmaster; and

2. Shall make the dog available for observation and
inspection by the poundmaster or members of the
public health or police departments.

F. Any dog subject to this section must be permanently iden-

tified by the poundmaster by the use of photographs, per-
manen't marking, or both, prior to its release from impound
or confinement.

G. All impound, kenneling and licensing fees shall be paid
prior to release of the dog from confinement.

6.18.040 - Hearings - Procedures.
A. A Hearing Officer shall conduct a hearing to determine

whether or not a dog is a public nuisance, potentially dan-
gerous, or vicious dog as defined by Section 6.18.020.
The hearing shall afford the owner and the owner's wit-
nesses a full opportunity to be heard.

B. Notice of the hearing shall be given, which shall set forth
a description of the dog, and the name and the street
address of the dog's owner, which is the subject of the
hearing. It shall contain a brief statement of the violations
rendering the owner or the dog in violation of this code
or state law. It shall state the date, hour and place of the
hearing and shall order all interested parties who desire to
be heard in the matter to appear before the Hearing Of-
ficer.

C. A copy of the notice shall be served at least 10 calendar
days prior to the date set for hearing exclusive of the day
of service either by personal service or by first class mail
at the owner's last known address by the poundmaster.

D. To the extent it is practical to do so, the poundmaster shall
give notice to any person having any other estate or inter-
est in the animal involved.

E. For any dog-related complaint presented for a hearing,
the poundmaster shall provide the Hearing Officer a report
that includes, at a minimum, the following information:
1. Conclusions from an investigation; and
2. Presentation of any evidence that the dog satisfies

the definition of public nuisance, potentially danger-
ous, or vicious dog.

F. In making a determination that a dog is or is not a poten-
tially dangerous or vicious dog, evidence of the following
shall be considered:
1. Any previous history of the dog attacking, biting or

causing injury to a human being or other animal;
2. The nature and extent of injuries inflicted and the

number of victims involved;
3. The place where the bite, attack or injury occurred;
4. The presence or absence of any provocation for the

bite, attack or injury;
5. The extent to which property has been damaged or

destroyed;
6. Whether the dog exhibits any characteristics of be-

ing trained for fighting or attack or other evidence to
show such training or fighting;

7. The manner in which the dog has been maintained
by its owner;

8. Any other relevant evidence concerning the mainte-
nance of the dog;

9. Prior registration as a potentially dangerous dog in
Pasadena or other jurisdictions;

10. Prior determination as a vicious dog by other jurisdic-
tions; and

11. Any other relevant evidence regarding the ability of
the owner, or the poundmaster, to protect the public
safety in the future if the dog is permitted to remain in
the city.

G. After a hearing, the Hearing Officer may declare any dog
to be a public nuisance, potentially dangerous, or vicious
dog whenever the criteria set forth in Section 6.18.020 are
met.

H. Based upon a preponderance of evidence, the Hearing
Officer may make determinations and issue orders pursu-
ant to 6.18.050.

6.18.050 - Determinations and orders.

A. Within seven calendar days after a hearing, the Hearing
Officer may order that the owner of any dog determined to
be a public nuisance dog comply with one or more of the
following actions:
1. The dog shall be immediately surrendered to the

poundmaster, and it is the duty of the poundmaster
to take up and impound any such dog;
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2. The owner snail accept custody or me dog upon
agreeing to reasonable terms, conditions or restric-
tions imposed for the training, handling or mainte-
nance of the dog to protect the health, safety and wel-
fare of the community. Any dog which is impounded
or otherwise confined and which is not claimed within
5 calendar days of service of a notice of conditional
release shall be deemed abandoned. Any owner who
fails, refuses or neglects to follow the conditions as
ordered by the Hearing Officer shall surrender the
dog to the poundmaster upon demand; or

3. The owner shall be ordered to remove the dog from
the city provided that the dog is taken to its new loca-
tion immediately and directly upon its release from
impound or confinement. Any owner who fails, re-
fuses or neglects to remove the dog permanently,
immediately and directly from the city upon release
from impound or confinement shall surrender the dog
to the poundmaster upon demand.

B. Within seven calendar days after a hearing, the Hearing
Officer shall order the owner of any dog determined to be
a potentially dangerous dog to comply with one or more of
the following actions:

I

f

1. A potentially dangerous dog, while on the owner's
property, shall, afall times, be kept indoors, or in a
securely fenced yard from which the dog cannot es-
cape, and into which children cannot trespass; the
potentially dangerous dog may be off the owner^s
premises only if such dog wears a muzzle and s
securely confined by a strong cord, chain or leash
not exceeding 6 feet, securely and continuously held
by a competent adult owning, having an interest in,
harboring, or having charge, care control, custody or
possessFon of such dog, unless such dog is lawfully
confined within an automobile;

2. The owner shall maintain and provide proof of a cur-
rent general liability or other applicable insurance
policy from an insurer licensed to practice in the state
of California, in a single incident amount established
by the City of Pasadena for each such dog, for injury
to or death of any person or persons, or loss or dam-
age to any property, caused by or resulting from any
act of such dog;

3. The owner shall defend, indemnify, and hold harm-
less the city, including the poundmaster, and its of-
ficers and agents from any damage or injury caused j
after their dog is declared a potentially dangerous '
dog if it inflicts severe injury on or kills a human be-
ing~ or kills, seriously bites, inflicts severe injury, or
otherwise causes injury attacking a domestic animal
off the property of the owner or keeper of the dog;

4. If a potentially dangerous dog dies, or is sold, trans-
fen-ed, or permanently removed from the city where
the owner or keeper resides, the owner of a potential-
ly dangerous dog shall notify the poundmaster in writ-
ing within two business days, and shall provide the
poundmaster with the name, address and telephone
number to whom the dog was sold, .transferred, or
moved; and

5. Comply with one or more of the actions set forth in
6.18.050(A) or have the dog humanely destroyed,
pursuant to Section 6.18.050(0).

C. All dogs determined to be potentially dangerous shall have
the designation permanently noted on their records with
the poundmaster.
1. Designation as a potentially dangerous dog shall be

included in licensing and registration records of the
dog with the poundmaster, either after the owner or
keeper of the dog has agreed to the designation or
after a hearing pursuant to Section 6.18.040 has de-
temiined the designation applies to the dog.

2. The City of Pasadena or poundmaster may charge a
potentially dangerous dog fee in addition to the regu-
lar licensing fee to provide for the increased costs of
maintaining records for the dog.

D. Within seven calendar days after a hearing, the Hearing
Officer shall order any dog determined to be a vicious dog
to be humanely destroyed and shall sign an order authoriz-
ing the poundmaster to destroy the dog.

E. The Environmental Health Services Division Manager
shall serve, either by personal service or by first class mail,
a copy of the Hearing Officer orders to all interested parties
within 10 calendar days of the hearing.

6.18.060-Appeals.
A. Any interested party may, within five business days of the

receipt of the notice of determination, appeal the Hearing
Officer's public nuisance dog determination to the Superior
Court pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.5.
Regarding potentially dangerous or vicious dog decisions,
the petitioner or the owner or keeper of the dog may con-
test the decision of the Hearing Officer to the Superior
Court pursuant to the provisions set forth in the California
Food and Agriculture Code. Upon a timely appeal of the
Hearing Officer's vicious dog determination, any order to
humanely destroy the dog shall be stayed until after the
conclusion of appellate proceedings conducted pursuant
to the California Food and Agricultural Code. The fee for
filing an appeal, payable to the clerk of the court, is as pro-
vided in the Government Code. The appellant shall serve
personally or by first-class mail postage prepaid, notice of
the appeal upon the respondent and by notifying the Envi-
ronmentat Health Services Division Manager.

B. The court hearing the appeal of the potentially dangerous
or vicious dog decision shall be conducted pursuant to
relevant sections within Chapter Nine, Division 14 of the
California Food and Agriculture Code

C. The determination of the court hearing the appeal shall be
final and conclusive upon all parties.

6.18.070 -Administrative Fines.
A. In addition to any criminal violation authorized in this Chap-

ter, any violation involving a public nuisance or potentially
dangerous dog may be subject to an administrative fine not
to exceed five hundred dollars ($500) for each instance of
violation.

B. In addition to any criminal violation authorized in this Chap-
ter, any violation involving a vicious dog may be subject to
an administrative fine not to exceed one thousand dollars
($1,000) for each instance of violation

6.18.080 -Administrative rules and regulations.
The public health department shall promulgate written rules and
regulations pertaining to the enforcement and implementation of this
chapter in consultation with the city poundmaster.

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this

ordinance and shall cause this ordinance to be published in full text.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its
publication.

Signed and approved this 15th day of July, 2024.

Victor M. Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted _by
the'City Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 15th
day of July 2024, by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Hampton, Jones, Lyon, Masuda, Rivas,
Williams, Vice Mayor Madison, Mayor Gordo

NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

Date Published: July 18, 2024
:- .•^"-^'

Approved as to form:

Dion O'Connell
Assistant City Attorney

Publish July 18, 2024
DARAnFNA PRESS

Mark Jomsky
City Clerk
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