
Introduced by: Councilmember Hampton

ORDINANCE NO. 7447

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 1, SECTIONS
1.24.010,1.25.010 AND 1.26.010 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE
REGARDING ENFORCEMENT OF CITY ORDINANCES

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:
SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 10 (General Provisions), Chapter

1.24 (General Penalty), Section 1.24.010 is amended as follows:
1.24.010 - Misdemeanors, infractions and administrative penalties.

A. No person shall violate or fail to comply with any provision or requirement
of this code. Any person who violates or fails to comply with any provision
or requirement of this code shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, unless (1)
such a violation or failure is designated as an infraction or is subsequently
prosecuted as an infraction, in which case such person is guilty of an
infraction; and/or (2) such a violation or failure is prosecuted as a civil
administrative action pursuant to Chapter 1.25 or Chapter 1.26 of this title.

B. Any violation of any provision of this code may be prosecuted as a
misdemeanor, as an infraction, and/or as a civil administrative action in

the discretion of the city attorney or city prosecutor, or their assistants.
SECTION 2. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 10 (General Provisions), Chapter

1.25 (Administrative Penalties-Compliance Orders), Section 1.25.010 is amended as
follows:

1.25.010 -Scope.

This chapter provides for administrative penalties for any continuing violation of
this code. Administrative penalties may be pursued in addition to, or in lieu of any other
legal remedy, criminal or civil, which may be pursued by the city to address any violation
of this code. The city attorney, city prosecutor, or their assistants, have sole discretion
to determine whether a violation will be prosecuted criminally. Regardless of whether a
violation is criminally prosecuted, the city may proceed with administrative proceedings
pursuant to this chapter.

1
WJ5580GROD2LZL



SECTION 3. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 10 (General Provisions), Chapter
1.25 (Administrative Penalties -Citations), Section 1.256.010 is amended as follows:

1.26.010 -Scope.

This chapter provides for administrative penalties for any violation of this code,
which penalties may be pursued in addition to, or in lieu of any other legal remedy,
criminal or civil, which may be pursued by the city to address any violation of this code.
The city attorney, city prosecutor, or their assistants, have sole discretion to determine
whether a violation will be prosecuted criminally. Regardless of whether a violation is
net criminally prosecuted, the city may proceed with administrative proceedings
pursuant to this chapter.

SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall
cause this ordinance to be published in full text.
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
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SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its publication.

Signed and approved this _^nd day of June _, 2025.

w\~
Victor Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasac^ei;

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of
the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 2
the following vote:

nd day of June _2025,by

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Date Published;

Councilmembers. Cole, Hampton, Lyon, Masuda,
Vice Mayor Rivas, Mayor Gordo
None

Councilmembers Jones, Madison

None

June 5, 2025

CdeffkJo
City Cle|

s

Approved as to form:

Danielle St. Clair
Assistant City Attorney
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Ordinance Fact Sheet

May 19,2025

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM: City Attorney / City Prosecutor's Department

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING
SECTIONS 1.24.010, 1.25.010 AND 1.26.010 OF TITLE 1 OF THE
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING ENFORCEMENT OF
CITY ORDINANCES

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 1, SECTIONS
1.24.010, 1.25.010 AND 1.26.010 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE
REGARDING ENFORCEMENT OF CITY ORDINANCES

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the City Council:

1. Find that the action proposed herein is not a "project" subject to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines
Section 21065 and within the meaning of Section 15378(b); and

2. Adopt an ordinance amending Title 1, Sections 1.24.010, 1.25.010, and
1.26.010 of the Pasadena Municipal Code as further described in this fact
sheet

PURPOSE OF THE^ORDINANCE:

This ordinance amends the Pasadena Municipal Code ("PMC") to amend sections
1.24.010, 1.25.010, and 1.26.010 of Title 1 of the PMC, all of which relate to the
enforcement of City ordinances. The ordinance makes minor changes to the wording
of these three sections, such as changing "or" to "and/or" to confirm that the City can
prosecute a violation of the PMC by both administrative and criminal means.

MEETING OF

AGENDA ITEM NO.

06/02/2025
"-0-5-/-]-0/-20-2-5-

-20.18
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REASONS WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED:

The PMC provides that the City of Pasadena may enforce its ordinances
administratively, civilly, or criminally. PMC violations can be charged criminally as
infractions or misdemeanors.

In particular, PMC §1.24.0108 provides that any "violation of any provision of [the
PMC] may be prosecuted as a misdemeanor, as an infraction, or as a civil
administrative action in the discretion of the city attorney or city prosecutor, or their
assistants."

This is further bolstered by PMC Chapter 1.25 (relating to administrative penalties,
compliance orders) and PMC Chapter 1.26 (relating to administrative penalties,
citations) which provide, respectively, that:

"Administrative penalties may be pursued in lieu of any other legal
remedy, criminal or civil, which may be pursued by the city to address
any violation of this code. The city attorney, city prosecutor, or their
assistants, have sole discretion to determine whether a violation will be
prosecuted criminally. If a violation is not criminally prosecuted, the
city may proceed with administrative proceedings...." PMC §1.25.010;
and

"[A]dministrative penalties . . . may be pursued in lieu of any other legal
remedy, criminal or civil, which may be pursued by the city to address
any violation of this code. The city attorney, city prosecutor, or their
assistants have the sole discretion to determine whether a violation will
be prosecuted criminally. If a violation is not criminally prosecuted, the
city may proceed with administrative proceedings...." PMC §1.26.010.

This ordinance clarifies the authorization for enforcement administratively, such as
through Code Enforcement, but also confirms that criminal prosecution is allowed
when administrative enforcement has been unsuccessful or has not deterred the
offending conduct. This provides greater flexibility for the City to determine the
appropriate means to address violations of the PMC. However, as currently written, a
strict reading of the ordinances might suggest, through the use of the words "or" and
"in lieu of," that violations can be pursued administratively or criminally, but not both.
At least one Superior Court Judge has questioned whether a case that started
administratively could also be prosecuted criminally. There is value in providing the
City Attorney/City Prosecutor's Office the discretion and flexibility to pursue a matter
criminally even if it has started administratively. Removing any ambiguities in the
current language ensures that no court would interpret the language in the PMC to
prevent cases from being handled administratively, civilly, and/or criminally.



General Provisions Ordinance
May 19,2025
Page 3 of 4

The proposed changes to PMC §§1.24.010, 1.25.010, and 1.26.010 reflect the City's
determination that a case can be handled criminally, civilly, and/or administratively,
as appropriate.

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPSAFFECTED:

The City Prosecutor's Office is the division that will primarily be impacted as this
clarifies the ability to pursue criminal enforcement of municipal code violations where
staff have already attempted administrative enforcement. Pasadena Police
Department, Planning Department, Public Health Department and any other City
Departments involved in the administrative enforcement of City ordinances may be
affected as this will confirm flexibility in enforcement options.

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION:

The amendments to Pasadena Municipal Code sections 1.24.010, 1 .25.010, and
1.26.010 are consistent with the City Council's strategic goals to ensure public safety
and support and promote the quality of life.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS:

CEQA excludes, from environmental review, actions that are not "projects" as defined
by CEQA Guidelines Section 21065 and within the meaning of Section 15378(b).
Sections 21065 and 15378(b) define a project as an action which may cause either a
direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect
physical change in the environment. Section 15378 excludes from the definition of
"project" organizational or administrative governmental activities that do not result in
physical changes to the environment. The actions proposed herein, directing the City
Attorney to prepare necessary resolutions to amend the Noise Ordinance, are
organizational or administrative governmental activities that do not result in physical
changes to the environment, and therefore is not a "project" as defined by CEQA.
Since the action is not a project subject to CEQA, no environmental document is
required.

///

///

///

///

///

///
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FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no fiscal impact from the proposed ordinance.

Prepared by:

Tim Wellman
Chief Assistant City Prosecutor

Danielle St. Clair
Assistant City Attorney

Concurred by:

MIGOET^IARQUEZ
City Manager

Respectfully submitted,

^
Michele BeafB^gneris
City Attorney
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Introduced by:

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING TITLE 1, SI
1.24.010, 1.25.010 AND 1.26.010 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL C0(
REGARDING ENFORCEMENT OF CITY ORDINANCES

IONS

B.

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:
SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 10 (General^/rovisions), Chapter

1.24 (General Penalty), Section 1.24.010 is amended as followy
1.24.010 - Misdemeanors, infractions and adminisyative penalties.

A. No person shall violate or fail to comply withj/finy provision or requirement
of this code. Any person who violates or ^fils to comply with any provision
or requirement of this code shall be gujffy of a misdemeanor, unless (1)
such a violation or failure is designa^d as an infraction or is subsequently
prosecuted as an infraction, in wiyfch case such person is guilty of an
infraction; or and/or (2) such ajfiolation or failure is prosecuted as a civil
administrative action pursuit to Chapter 1.25 or Chapter 1 .26 of this title.
Any violation of any provj^Ion of this code may be prosecuted as a
misdemeanor, as an ioffaction, ef and/or as a civil administrative action in

the discretion of the>City attorney or city prosecutor, or their assistants.
SECTION 2. Pasaden^/lunicipal Code, Title 10 (General Provisions), Chapter

1.25 (Administrative Penaltig^-Compliance Orders), Section 1.25.010 is amended as
follows:

1.25.01 O-SCOE

This chapterjfrovides for administrative penalties for any continuing violation of
this code. Adminj^trative penalties may be pursued in addition to, or in lieu of any other
legal remedy, ^iminal or civil, which may be pursued by the city to address any violation
of this code/The city attorney, city prosecutor, or their assistants, have sole discretion
to deternyhe whether a violation will be prosecuted criminally, tf Regardless of whether
a viol^fon is net criminally prosecuted, the city may proceed with administrative
proceedings pursuant to this chapter.

!
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SECTION 3. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 10 (General Provisions), ChagCer
1.25 (Administrative Penalties --Citations), Section 1.256.010 is amended as foll^vs:

1.26.010-Scope.

This chapter provides for administrative penalties for any violation o^his code,

which penalties may be pursued in addition to, or in lieu of any other leg^T remedy,
criminal or civil, which may be pursued by the city to address any viol^fion of this code.
The city attorney, city prosecutor, or their assistants, have sole disgfetion to determine
whether a violation will be prosecuted criminally. W Regardless oj^vhether a violation is

flet criminally prosecuted, the city may proceed with administyftive proceedings
pursuant to this chapter.

SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall certify the adoQjffon of this ordinance and shall
cause this ordinance to be published in full text.
///
///
///
///

///
///

///
///
///

///
///
///

///
///

///
///

///
///
I I A
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SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its publication.

Signed and approved this day of .)2025.

Victor Gordo
Mayor of the Cityof Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adoQfTed by the City Council of
the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this _ c^Ty of_2025, by
the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

Danielle St. Clair
Assistant City AJjfcrney

ABSTAIN:

Date Published:

Approved as to form:

Mark Jomsky
City Clerk
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820 S. Myrtle Ave
Monrovia, CA 91016

(626) 386-3457

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2015.5C.C.P.)

State of California )
County of LOS ANGELES )

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of
the State of California; I am over the age of eighteen
years, and not a party to or interested in the above-
entitled matter. I am a principal clerk of the printer
of the Pasadena Press, a newspaper published in
the English language for the city of PASADENA,
county of LOS ANGELES, and adjudged as a
newspaper of general circulation by the Superior
Court of the County of LOS ANGELES, State of
California on the date of June 29, 2015, Case
Number ES018815; that the notice, of which the
annexed is a printed copy, has been published in
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper and
not in any supplement thereof on the following
dates, to-wit:

June 5, 2025

certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Monrovia, California,

This 5th day of June 2025

/»

x ^.
Si re

(This space is for the County Clerk's Filing Stamp only)

Proof of Publication of

Introduced by: Councilmember Hampton

ORDINANCE NO. 7447
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA AMENDING
TITLE 1, SECTIONS 1.24.010, 1.25.010 AND 1.26.010 OF THE
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING ENFORCEMENT
OF CITT ORDINANCES

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:
SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 10 (General

Provisions), Chapter 1.24 (General Penalty), Section 1.24.010 is
amended as follows:

1.24.010 - Misdemeanors, infractions and administrative
penalties.

A. No person shall violate or fail to comply with any provi-
sion or requirement of this code. Any person who vio-
lates or fails to comply with any provision or require-
ment of this code shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,
unless (1) such a violation or failure is designated as an
infraction or is subsequently prosecuted as an infrac-
tion, in which case such person is guilty of an infraction;
and/or (2) such a violation or failure is prosecuted as a
civil administrative action pursuant to Chapter 1.25 or
Chapter 1.26 of this title.

B. Any violation of any provision of this code may be pros-
ecuted as a misdemeanor, as an infraction, and/or as
a civil administrative action in the discretion of the city
attorney or city prosecutor, or their assistants.

SECTION 2. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 10 (General
Provisions), Chapter 1.25 (Administrative Penalties-Compliance
Orders), Section 1.25.010 is amended as follows:

1.25.010-Scope.
This chapter provides for administrative penalties for any continu-
ing violation of this code. Administrative penalties may be pursued
in addition to, or in lieu of any other legal remedy, criminal or civil,
which may be pursued by the city to address any violation of this
code. The city attorney, city prosecutor, or their assistants, have sole
discretion to determine whether a violation will be prosecuted crimi-
nally. Regardless of whether a violation is criminally prosecuted, the
city may proceed with administrative proceedings pursuant to this
chapter.

SECTION 3. Pasadena Municipal Code, Title 10 (General Pro-
visions), Chapter 1.25 (Administrative Penalties -Citations), Section
1.256.010 is amended as follows:

1.26.010-Scope.
This chapter provides for administrative penalties for any violation
of this code, which penalties may be pursued in addition to, or in
lieu of any other legal remedy, criminal or civil, which may be pur-
sued by the city to address any violation of this code. The city at-
torney, city prosecutor, or their assistants, have sole discretion to
determine whether a violation will be prosecuted criminally. Regard-
less of whether a violation is not criminally prosecuted, the city may
proceed with administrative proceedings pursuant to this chapter.

SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this
ordinance and shall cause this ordinance to be published in full text.

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect 30 days from its
publication.



Signed and approved this 2nd day of June,2025.
\ r

Victor Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by
the City Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 2nd
day of June 2025, by the following vote:
AYES: Councilmembers Cote, Hampton, Lyon, Masuda.Vice

Mayor Rivas, Mayor Gordo
NOES: None
ABSENT: Councilmembers Jones, Madison
ABSTAIN: None

Date Published: June 5, 2025

Approved as to form:

Danielle St. Clair
Assistant City Attorney

Publish June S, 2025
PASADENA PRESS

Mark Jomsky
City Clerk
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