
Introduced by: Councilmember Hampton

ORDINANCE NO. 7456

AN UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA EXEMPTING
QUALIFYING EATON FIRE REBUILDS FROM CONSTRUCTION TAX

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. The Construction Tax imposed by Chapter 4.32 of the Pasadena
Municipal Code shall not be levied or collected on permits for projects to rebuild red-
tagged structures on sites damaged or destroyed by the 2025 Eaton Fire where the
projects meet all of the following requirements:

1. Single-family properties and condominium units that were owner-occupied
as of January 7, 2025, and the same owner (or a member of the same
owner's family) is the permit applicant; and

2. The reconstruction is "like-for-like" as allowed under the City's Rebuild
Ordinance adopted March 24, 2025. In addition, applicants who select

either a relocated home or a prefabricated, modular home may exceed the
10% or 200 square foot like for like square footage cap if they meet all
other "like-for-like" provisions (e.g., height and setbacks) and the allowed
square footage permitted under the Zoning Code;and

3. The application is for reconstruction of red-tagged structures (primary
dwelling and required parking). The revised fees will not apply to
applications for the construction of new detached structures such as an
accessory dwelling unit (ADD) that did not exist prior to the fire.

4. The property on which the project is to be built cannot be sold to a non-
family member prior to building and safety's final inspection approval.

If the owner sells the property to a non-family member prior to building and safety's final
inspection approval, the construction tax must be paid within 90 days of the sale date.

SECTION 2. For the purposes of this ordinance, an owner's "family" or "family
member" means one or more persons related to the owner by blood, marriage, or
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adoption, or one or more persons living with the owner as a Single Housekeeping Unit
(as defined in Chapter 17.80) in a dwelling unit.

SECTION 3. If any subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is
for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction,
such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The
City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this section, and each and
every subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof not declared invalid or
unconstitutional, without regard to whether any portion of the ordinance would be
subsequently declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall
cause this ordinance to be published.
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SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect upon publication.

Signed and approved this 29th day of September ,2025.

I -)A ^
Victor M. Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of
the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 29th day of September 2025, by
the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Cole^ Hampton, Jones, Lyon,Madison,
Masuda, Vice Mayor Rivas, Mayor Gordo

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

Date Published: October 2, 2025

Approved as to form:

^ ^-
Caroline Monroy ^
Assistant City Attorney

^
MaftfJombKy
City Clerk

WDHFX4Z40D1NDJ



RAS^b? °^^ ^^
s
% 3'
-% ^0 ^^reD

Ordinance Fact Sheet

TO: CITY COUNCIL
September 15, 2025

FROM: CITi'ATTORNEY

SUBJECT: AN UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA
EXEMPTING QUALIFYING EATON FIRE REBUILDS FROM
CONSTRUCTION TAX

TTTLEOF PROPOSED ORDINANCE

AN UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA EXEMPTING
QUALIFYING EATON FIRE REBUILDS FROM CONSTRUCTION TAX

PURPOSE OF THE ORDINANCE

The purpose of this ordinance is to exempt qualified Eaton Fire-damaged residential
structure rebuilds from the City's Construction Tax. In addition to the qualification
criteria approved by the Council on August 25, 2025, this ordinance requires payment
of the construction tax if an owner sells their property to a non-family member prior to
final building inspection. The fee and tax waivers are intended to assist homeowners
who were directly impacted by the fire in rebuilding and keeping their families in the
community, and therefore payment of the construction tax will be required if the
property is sold to other buyers.

REASONS WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED

On January 7, 2025, the Eaton Fire began and caused significant damage to private
property. The Eaton Fire damaged and destroyed 185 structures in Pasadena,a
majority of which were single family homes and accessory structures. On August 25,
2025, the City Council approved the waiver of specified fees, reduction of deposits,
and waiver of the construction tax for owners who are seeking to rebuild their single-
family properties and condominium units that meet the qualifications set by Council.

This legislation is needed to amend the construction tax ordinance to implement this
exemption.

MEETING OF

09/29/2025
_-9/1-5/^^2-5-

AGENDA ITEM NO.-^- 13



Construction Tax Exemption for Eaton Fire Rebuilds
September 15, 2025
Page 2 of 2

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED

The Planning and Community Development Department will implement this
ordinance.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

The actions proposed herein is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act
("CEQA") pursuant to Section 15061 of the State CEQA Guidelines. The City Council
found on August 25, 2025, that it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility
the reduction of fees may have a significant effect on the environment. The adoption
of an ordinance to effectuate this action was fully covered within that finding and is
exempt from CEQA.

FISCAL IMPACT

The City's Construction Tax imposes a tax of 1.5% on the value of structures included
in a building, swimming pool or similar permit. The waiver of the Construction Tax will
reduce City revenue.

Respectfully submitted)

L2H^A^^^^r-'
Michele Beal Bagneris ^ /
City Attorney ^/

Prepared by:

r^ ^
Caroline K. Monroy
Assistant City Attorney

c°nx>^
Miguel Marquez
City Manager

NICHOLAS G. RODRIGUEZ
Assistant City Manager
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Pasadena Press

820 S. Myrtle Ave
Monrovia, CA 91016

(626) 386-3457

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

State of California
County of LOS ANGELES

)

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of
the State of California; I am over the age of eighteen
years, and not a party to or interested in the above-
entitled matter. I am a principal clerk of the printer
of the Pasadena Press, a newspaper published in
the English language for the city of PASADENA,
county of LOS ANGELES, and adjudged as a
newspaper of general circulation by the Superior
Court of the County of LOS ANGELES, State of
California on the date of June 29, 2015, Case
Number ES018815; that the notice, of which the
annexed is a printed copy, has been published in
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper and
not in any supplement thereof on the following
dates, to-wit:

October 2, 2025

certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Monrovia, California,

This 2nd day of October 2025

x
Sig e

(This space is for the County Clerk's Filing Stamp only)

Proof of Publication of

Introduced by: Councilmember Hampton

ORDINANCE NO. 7456

AN UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA
EXEMPTING QUALIFYING EATON FIRE REBUILDS FROM
CONSTRUCTION TAX

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:
SECTION 1. The Construction Tax imposed by Chapter 4.32

of the Pasadena Municipal Code shall not be levied or collected on
permit for projects to rebuild red-tagged structures on sites dam-
aged or destroyed by the 2025 Eaton Fire where the projects meet
all of the following requirements:

1. Single-family properties and condominium units that were
owner-occupied as of January 7, 2025, and the same
owner (or a member of the same owner's family) is the

permit applicant; and
2. The reconstruction is "like-for-like" as allowed under the

City's Rebuild Ordinance adopted March 24,2025. In ad-
drtion, applicants who select either a relocated home or a
prefabricated, modular home may exceed the 10% or 200
square foot like for like square footage cap if they meet all
other "like-for-like" provisions (e.g., height and setbacks)
and the allowed square footage permitted under the Zon-
ing Code; and

3. The application is for reconstruction of red-tagged struc-
tures (primary dwelling and required parking). The revised
fees will not apply to applications for the construction of
new detached structures such as an accessory dwelling
unit (ADU) that did not exist prior to the fire.

4. The property on which the project is to be built cannot be
sold to a non-family member prior to building and safety's
final inspection approval.

If the owner sells the property to a non-family member prior to build-
ing and safety's final inspection approval, the construction tax must
be paid within 90 days of the sale date.

SECTION 2. For the purposes of this ordinance, an owner's
"family' or "family member" means one or more persons related to
the owner by blood, marriage, or adoption, or one or more persons
living with the owner as a Single Housekeeping Unit (as defined in
Chapter 17.80) in a dwelling unit.

SECTION 3. If any subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of
this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional
by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect
the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The City
Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this section, and
each and every subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof
not declared invalid or unconstitutional, without regard to whether
any portion of the ordinance would be subsequently declared invalid
or unconstitutional.
SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordi-
nance and shall cause this ordinance to be published.

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect upon publication.

Signed and approved this 2&th day of September ,2025.



•<»

Victor M. Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by
the City Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 29th
day of September 2025, by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Cole, Hampton, Jones, Lyon, Madison,
Masuda, Vice Mayor Rivas, Mayor Gordo

NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

Date Published: October 2, 2025

Mark Jomsky
City Clerk

Approved as to form:

Caroline Monroy
Assistant City Attorney

Publish October 2, 2025
PASADENA PRESS


