
Introduced bv: Councilmember Hampton

ORDINANCE NO. 7465

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING CHAPTER
2.10 TO ARTICLE I OF TITLE 2 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL
CODE REGARDING THE CITY COUNCIL VACANCY APPOINTMENT
PROCESS WHEN A VACANCY OCCURS IN A CITY COUNCIL
DISTRICT SEAT WITH LESS THAN TWO YEARS REMAINING ON AN
UNEXPIRED TERM

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Article I, Title 2 (Organization and
Administration), is amended by adding Chapter 2.10 (City Council Vacancies) as
follows:

CHAPTER 2.10 - CITY COUNCIL VACANCY APPOINTMENT PROCESS.

2.10.010-Scope.

A. This Chapter provides the procedure for conducting an appointment
process for a vacancy occurring on the City Council in a Council District seat with less

than two years remaining on the unexpired term, pursuant to and in accordance with

City Charter Section 404.

B. The City Clerk's Office shall administer the application process; issue

application materials and nomination petitions to qualified resident voters of the vacant

Council District; receive and process submitted applications and nomination petitions;

verify and determine the sufficiency of submitted nomination petitions; and certify the

eligibility of each applicant interested in serving in the appointed position.

2.10.020 - Notice of Vacancy.

A. In the event of a vacancy that occurs in a Council District seat with less
than two years remaining on the unexpired term, in accordance with City Charter

Section 403, at the next meeting following the vacancy occurrence, the City Clerk shall

submit to the City Council a declaration of vacancy to be approved by five affirmative

votes of the City Council.

B. Following City Council approval of the declaration of vacancy, the City
Clerk shall prepare a Notice of Intention to Fill a Vacancy by appointment for a Member

of the City Council. The Notice shall provide certain details regarding the Council
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District vacancy, including the remaining term of service for the appointment, the
requirements for applicants to qualify for consideration of appointment, deadline for

submitting completed materials, and any other relevant details in relation to the
appointment and sen/ing in an appointed capacity on the City Council.

C. The Notice shall be circulated widely in the vacant Council District,
published in local newspapers at least twice during the application period, distributed via
email through established City correspondence channels, posted prominently on the
City's webpage, sent to neighborhood and community organizations in the vacant

Council District, and announced at public meetings of the City Council and City boards
and commissions.

2.10.030 -Applicant Requirements and Application Procedure.
A. To qualify as an eligible applicant, applicants shall:

1. Be a resident and registered voter of the vacant Council District at the
time nomination and application materials are issued by the City Clerk's Office;
and

2. Provide proof of residency within the City of Pasadena at least thirty
(30) days immediately preceding the declaration of vacancy.

B. All applicants shall complete and submit an official application and

nomination petition to be issued by the City Clerk's Office.

1. The application shall provide specific details related to qualifications to

serve as a Councilmember, including civic experience in the City, qualifications,

and relevant background.

2. The nomination petition shall be completed in substantial compliance
with City Charter Section 1203, with each applicant required to obtain the

signatures and addresses of not less than twenty-five (25) qualified registered

voters from the same Council District that the vacancy occurred in support of the

applicant's appointment to the City Council.

C. All qualified applicants shall be invited to attend a public meeting of the

City Council to participate in an interview process with the City Council. Applicants shall

be sequestered in an alternate location from the public meeting during interviews of

other applicants so as not to hear other interviews, but shall be invited to observe the
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City Council's deliberative process and the appointment vote following the completion of
all inten/iews.

D. Upon the affirmative vote of at least five (5) members of the City Council
to appoint one of the qualified applicants to serve as an appointed member of the City
Council, the Mayor shall declare the results of the appointment, and the City Clerk shall

administer the Oath of Office to the newly appointed Councilmember who shall serve

the remainder of the unexpired term.

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall

cause this ordinance to be published in full text.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its publication.

thSigned and approved this 9 day of ruary

A^.
, 2026.

Victor Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pefeadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of

the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 91'" day of February _2026,
by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

Date Published:

Councilmembers Cole, Hampton, Jones, Lyon, Madison,
Masuda, Vice Mayor Rivas, Mayor Gordo
None

February 12, 2026

Approved as to form:

Mafk/CJom
City Clerk

c^

Amanda M. Cusick
Assistant City Attorney
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Ordinance Fact Sheet

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

CITY COUNCIL

CITY ATTORNEY

DATE: February 2, 2026

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING CHAPTER
2.10 TO ARTICLE 1 OF TITLE 2 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL
CODE REGARDING THE CITY COUNCIL VACANCY APPOINTMENT
PROCESS WHEN A VACANCY OCCURS IN A CITY COUNCIL
DISTRICT SEAT WITH LESS THAN TWO YEARS REMAINING ON
AN UNEXPIRED TERM

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING CHAPTER 2.10 TO
ARTICLE 1 OF TITLE 2 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING
THE CITY COUNCIL VACANCY APPOINTMENT PROCESS WHEN A VACANCY
OCCURS IN A CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT SEAT WITH LESS THAN TWO YEARS
REMAINING ON AN UNEXPIRED TERM

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the City Council:

1. Find that the action proposed herein is not a "project" subject to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines
Section 21065 and within the meaning of Section 15378(b); and

2. Adopt an ordinance adding Chapter2.IO of Article I of Title 2 of the Pasadena
Municipal Code as further described in this fact sheet.

PURPOSE OF THE ORDINANCE:

This ordinance amends the Municipal Code to add sections 2.10.010, 2.10.020, and
2.10.030 to Chapter 2.10 of Title 2 of the Pasadena Municipal Code, to codify the
procedure followed when a vacancy on the City Council occurs in a Council District
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seat with less than two years remaining on the unexpired term. The ordinance is
consistent with City Charter Sections 403 and 404.

REASONS WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED:

The Charter Study Task Force reviewed and discussed City Charter Sections 403
and 404 regarding Council vacancies, and recommended the current language in an
effort to achieve balance between expeditiously filling vacant Council seats and
holding special elections, and determined that it was appropriate for appointments to
be made under the specified circumstances. On May 19, 2025 the City Council
discussed this recommended update and provided direction to prepare an ordinance
consistent with staff's recommendation.

City Charter Section 404 provides the procedure for filling a vacancy in the office of
Mayor, and directs the City Council to adopt by ordinance the process to fill
vacancies for City Council District offices. This ordinance codifies the process that will
be followed if such qualifying vacancy should occur in a Council District.

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED:

This change may have a minor effect on the City Council. No other Departments or
groups are directly affected.

COUNCIL POLICY CONSIDERATION:

Amending the Municipal Code by establishing a new Chapter 2.10 regarding filling
City Council vacancies provides for stability in representation on the City Council by
establishing an appointment process when a vacancy occurs in a Council District
seat with less than two years remaining on an unexpired term, furthering the Council
goal of maintaining fiscal responsibility and stability.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS:

This action is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA"), which
excludes from environmental review actions that are not "projects" as defined by
California Public Resources Code ("PRC") Section 21065 and within the meaning of
CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b). PRO Section 21065 and CEQA Guidelines
Section 15378(b) define a project as an action which may cause either a direct
physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical
change in the environment. CEQA Guidelines Section 15378 excludes from the
definition of "project" administrative activities of governments that will not result in
direct or indirect physical changes in the environment. The actions proposed herein,
amending the PMC to modify quorum requirements for City Council Committees, is
an administrative activity, and therefore is not a "project" as defined by CEQA. Since
the action is not a project subject to CEQA, no environmental document is required.
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FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no fiscal impact from the proposed ordinance.

Prepared by:

Amanda M. Cusick
Assistant City Attorney

Respectfully submitted,

ĴA^PJ^^^-^
Michele Beal Bagnerjs</
City Attorney ^/

Concurred by:

^\-^1r_

A<MIGUEL MARQ'UEZ
^ v

City Manager
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Introduced by:

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING CHAPTEf
2.10 TO ARTICLE I OF TITLE 2 OF THE PASADENA MUNICIPAI,
CODE REGARDING THE CITY COUNCIL VACANCY APPOINTMENT
PROCESS WHEN A VACANCY OCCURS IN A CITY COUNCU
DISTRICT SEAT WITH LESS THAN TWO YEARS REMAINIbfe ON AN
UNEXPIRED TERM

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Article I, Titl§^2 (Organization and

Administration), is amended by adding Chapter 2.10 (City^ouncil Vacancies) as
follows:

CHAPTER 2.10 - CITY COUNCIL VACANCWPPOINTMENT PROCESS.

2.10.010-Scope.

A. This Chapter provides the proced^f-e for conductina an appointment

process for a vacancy occurring on the City (?buncil in a Council District seat with less

than two years remaining on the unexDireoTterm, pursuant to and in accordance with

City Charter Section 404.

B. The Citv Clerk's Office jflnall administer the application process; issue

A. In the

application materials and nominat^n petitions to qualified resident voters of the vacant

Council District; receive and process submitted applications and nomination petitions;

verify and determine the suf&Ciencv of submitted nomination petitions; and certify the

eligibility of each applicanVinterested in serving in the appointed position.

2.10.020 - Notiofe of Vacancy.

/ent of a vacancy that occurs in a Council District seat with less

than two years regaining on the unexpired term, in accordance with City Charter

Section 403, al/he next meeting followina the vacancy occurrence, the City Clerk shall

submit to thgfCitv Council a declaration of vacancy to be approved by five affirmative

votes oftbfe City Council.

Following City Council approval of the declaration of vacancy, the City

ClerVshall prepare a Notice of Intention to Fill a Vacancy by appointment for a Member

oi^he Citv Council. The Notice shall provide certain details reaarding the Council
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District vacancy, includina the remaininci term of service for the appointment, the

requirements for applicants to Qualify for consideration of appointment, deadline j6r

submitting completed materials, and any other relevant details in relation to thj

appointment and serving in an appointed capacity on the City Council.

C. The Notice shall be circulated widely in the vacant Council district,

published in local newspapers at least twice durina the application pey6d, distributed via

email throuah established Citv corresDondence channels, posted piCminentlv on the

City's webpaae, sent to neiahborhood and communitv oraanizati^ns in the vacant

Council District, and announced at public meetinas of the Citv/)ouncil and City boards

and commissions.

2.10.030 - Applicant Requirements and Appli ion Procedure.

A. To qualify as an elidible applicant, appligfints shall:

1. Be a resident and registered voter ^T the vacant Council District at the

time nomination and application material re issued bv the City Clerk's Office;

and

2. Provide proof of residency J^ithin the City of Pasadena at least thirty

(30) days immediately preceding ITie declaration of vacancy.

B. All apolicants shall comafete and submit an official application and

nomination petition to be issued bvYhe City Clerk's Office.

1. The application ^hall provide specific details related to qualifications to

serve as a Councilmenjfcer, includina civic experience in the City, qualifications,

and relevant backg rjfu nd.

2. The noniffnation petition shall be completed in substantial compliance

with City Charter Section 1203, with each applicant required to obtain the

signatures afid addresses of not less than twentv-five (25) qualified registered

voters fro^i the same Council District that the vacancy occurred in support of the

applicgftt's appointment to the City Council.

C. / All Qualified aDDlicants shall be invited to attend a public meetinq of the

City Codicil to participate in an interview process with the City Council. Applicants shall

be sQffuestered in an alternate location from the public meetinci during interviews of

otb^r applicants so as not to hear other interviews, but shall be invited to observe the
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City Council's deliberative process and the appointment vote followina the completigfi of

all interviews.

D, Upon the affirmative vote of at least five (5) members of the CitvJCouncil

to^a^point one pf the qualified applicants to serve as an appointed memberjff the City

Council, the Mayor shall declare the results of the appointment, and the fl?ity Clerk shall

administer the Oath of Office to the newly appointed Councilmember \i/ho shall serve

the remainder of the unexpired term.

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of tl^fe ordinance and shall

cause this ordinance to be published in full text.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect imme4(6tely upon its publication.

Signed and approved this day of_ ,2026.

Victor Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing^rdinance was adopted by the City Council of
the City of Pasadena at its meeting t^ld this _day of_2026,

by the following vote:
AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Date Published:

Approved^fis to form:

Aro^nda M. Cusick
distant City Attorney

XLURWRNXOD4G26

Mark Jomsky
City Clerk

3



^ '<

Pasadena Press ;

820 S. Myrtle Ave
Monrovia, CA 91016

(626) 386-3457

PROOF OF PUBLICATiON

State of California )
County of LOS ANGELES )

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of
the State of California; I am over the age of eighteen
years, and not a party to or interested in the above-
entitled matter. I am a principal clerk pi the printer
of the Pasadena Press, a newspaper published in
the English language for the city of PASADENA,
county of LOS ANGELES, and adjudged as a
newspaper of general circulation by the Superior
Court of the County of LOS ANGELES, State of
California on the date of June 29, 2015, Case
Number ES018815; that the notice, of which the
annexed is a printed copy, has been published in
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper and
not in any supplement thereof on the following
dates, to-wit: •

^

February 12.2026
J. ..if

r-

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoirig is true and correct,

Dated at Monrovia, California,

This 12TH day of February 2026

x

Signat

(This space is for the County Clerk's Filing Stamp only)

r5

Proof of Publication of

Introduced by: Councilmember Hampton

ORDINANCE NO. 7465
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA ADDING
CHAPTER 2.10 TO ARTICLE I OF TITLE 2 OF THE
PASADENA MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING THE CITY
COUNCIL VACANCY APPOINTMENT PROCESS WHEN
A VACANCY OCCURS IN A CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT
SEAT WITH LESS THAN TWO YEARS REMAINING ON
AN UNEXPIRED TERN)

The People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:
SECTION 1. Pasadena Municipal Code, Article I, Title 2 (Or-

ganization and Administration), is amended by adding Chapter2.IO
(City Council Vacancies) as follows:

CHAPTER 2.10 - CITY COUNCIL VACANCY APPOINTMENT
PROCESS.

2.10.010-Scope.
A. This Chapter provides the procedure for conducting an ap-

pointment process for a vacancy occurring on the City Council in a
Council District seat with less than two years remaining on the unex-
pired term, pursuant to and in accordance with City Charter Section
404.

B. The City Clerk's Office shall administer the application
process; issue application materials and nomination petitions to
qualified resident voters of the vacant Council District; receive and
process submitted applications and nomination petitions; verify and
determine the sufficiency of submitted nomination petitions; and
certify the eligibility of each applicant interested in serving in the
appointed position.

2.10.020 - Notice of Vacancy.
A. In the event of a vacancy that occurs in a Council District

seat with less than two years remaining on the unexpired term, in
accordance with City Charter Section 403, at the next meeting fol-
lowing the vacancy occurrence, the City Clerk shall submit to the
City Council a declaration of vacancy to be approved by five affirma-
live votes of the City Council.

B. Following City Council approval of the declaration of va-
cancy, the City Clerk shall prepare a Notice of Intention to Fill a
Vacancy by appointment for a Member of the City Council. The
Notice shall provide certain details regarding the Council District
vacancy, including the remaining term of service for the appoint-
ment, the requirements for applicants to qualify for consideration of
appointment, deadline for submitting completed materials, and any
other relevant details in relation to the appointment and serving in an
appointed capacity on the City Council.

C. The Notice shall be circulated widely in the vacant Council
District, published in local newspapers at least twice during the ap-
plication period, distributed via email through established City cor-
respondence channels, posted prominently on the City's webpage,
sent to neighborhood and community organizations in the vacant
Council District, and announced at public meetings of the City Coun-
cil and City boards and commissions.

2.10.030 -Applicant Requirements and Application Proce-
dure.

A. To qualify as an eligible applicant, applicants shall:
1. Be a resident and registered voter of the vacant

Council District at the time nomination and applica-
tion materials are issued by the City Clerk's Office;
and

2. Provide proof of residency within the City of Pasa-
dena at least thirty (30) days immediately preceding
the declaration of vacancy.

B. All applicants shall complete and submit an official appli-
cation and nomination petition to be issued by the City Clerk's Of-
fice.
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1. The application shall provide specific details related
to qualifications to serve as a Councilmember, in-
eluding civic experience in the City, qualifications,
and relevant background.

2. The nomination petition shall be completed in sub-
stantial compliance with City Charter Section 1203,
with each applicant required to obtain the signatures
and addresses of not less than twenty-five (25)
qualified registered voters from the same Council
District that the vacancy occurred in support of the
applicant's appointment to the City Council.

C. All qualified applicants shall be invited to attend a public
meeting of the City Council to participate in an interview process
with the City Council. Applicants shall be sequestered in an alter-
nate location from the public meeting during interviews of other ap-
plicants so as not to hear other interviews, but shall be invited to
observe the City Council's deliberative process and the appointment
vote following the completion of all interviews.

D. Upon the affirmative vote of at least five (5) members of
the City Council to appoint one of the qualified applicants to serve
as an appointed member of the City Council, the Mayor shall declare
the results of the appointment, and the City Clerk shall administer
the Oath of Office to the newly appointed Councilmember who shall
serve the remainder of the unexpired term.

SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this
ordinance and shall cause this ordinance to be published in full text.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon
its publication.

Signed and approved this 9th day of February, 2026.

Victor Gordo

Mayor of the City of Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by
the City Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 9th
day of February 2026, by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Cole, Hampton, Jones, Lyon, Madison,
Masuda, Vice Mayor Rivas, Mayor Gordo

NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

Date Published: February 12, 2026

Mark Jomsky
City Clerk
Approved as to form:

Amanda M. Cusick
Assistant City Attorney

Publish February 12, 2026
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