
Introduced by: Gouncilmember Cole

ORDINANCE NO. 7474

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA REPEALING
ORDINANCE NOS. 7455 AND 7457 PROHIBITING URBAN LOT
SPLITS AND CONSTRUCTION OF MULTIPLE DWELLINGS
PURSUANT TO SENATE BILL 9 IN VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD
SEVERITY ZONES WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF THE EATON FIRE

WHEREAS, windstorms of extraordinary magnitude and widespread fires began

on January 7, 2025, which included dangerous gusts of wind of over 80 miles per hour

and wind-driven and destructive wildfires including the Eaton Fire and the Palisades
Fire; and

WHEREAS, these conditions caused extensive damage to residential and
nonresidential structures, businesses and critical infrastructure in the City of Pasadena
("City") and the Eaton Fire specifically destroyed 185 structures in the City, a majority of
which were zoned single-family residential, displacing Pasadena residents; and

WHEREAS, the combined fires in the County of Los Angeles ("County")
collectively burned over 47,900 acres, destroyed or damaged more than 16,250
structures, including homes, small businesses, and places of worship, with initial
estimates placing this disaster among the most destructive in California history; and

WHEREAS, on July 30, 2025, the Governor issued Executive Order N-32-25,
which acknowledged that Senate Bill ("SB") 9 was not tailored for circumstances like the
present situation and suspended Government Code sections 65852.21 and 66411.7 in
very high fire hazard severity zones within the boundaries of the Palisades and Eaton
Fires to the extent they limit discretion in approval of applications for development of
two units on a single-family parcel or lot split; and

WHEREAS, the Council adopted Ordinance No. 7455 on September 15, 2025 to
prohibit SB 9 applications within the very high fire hazard severity zone within the
boundaries of the Eaton Fire, and adopted Ordinance No. 7457 on October 27, 2025 to
extend Ordinance No. 7455;
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WHEREAS, on December 10, 2025, a lawsuit entitled Yes In My Back Yard, et

al. v. Gavin Newsom, et al. (Case No. 25STCP04761) was filed against Governor

Newsom, the County of Los Angeles, and the Cities of Los Angeles, Malibu and

Pasadena challenging Executive Order N-32-25, and seeking to invalidate local orders,

ordinances and policies adopted pursuant to that Executive Order;

WHEREAS, in light of the costs, risk, and uncertainties associated with litigation

and in consideration of the time that has elapsed since the Eaton Fire, the City elects to
repeal Ordinances Nos. 7455 and 7457;

NOW THEREFORE, the People of the City of Pasadena ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. Ordinance No. 7455, adopted September 15, 2025, and Ordinance

No. 7457, adopted October 27, 2025, are hereby repealed in their entirety.

SECTION 2. If any subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is

for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction,

such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The

City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this section, and each and

every subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof not declared invalid or
unconstitutional, without regard to whether any portion of the ordinance would be

subsequently declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this ordinance and shall

cause this ordinance to be published.
///

///

///
///
///
///
///

///

///
///
///

2
X744R48VOD3S9J



SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect upon publication.
Signed and approved this 3 day of Aug^st _, 2026.

(^
Victor M. Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pa^efena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of

the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 3 day of August _ 2026, by
the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

Councilmembers Cole, Hampton, Jones, Lyon,
Madison, Masuda, Vice Mayor Rivas, Mayor Gordo
None

None

ABSTAIN: None

Date Published: August 6, 2026

Approved as to form:

Caroline Monroy
Assistant City Attorney

kyl^rk Jo
City Clei
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Ordinance Fact Sheet

August 3,2026

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM: City Attorney/City Prosecutor Department

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA REPEALING
ORDINANCE NOS. 7455 AND 7457 PROHIBITING URBAN LOT
SPLITS AND CONSTRUCTION OF MULTIPLE DWELLINGS
PURSUANT TO SENATE BILL 9 IN VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD
SEVERITY ZONES WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF THE EATON FIRE

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PASADENA REPEALING ORDINANCE NOS.
7455 AND 7457 PROHIBITING URBAN LOT SPLITS AND CONSTRUCTION OF
MULTIPLE DWELLINGS PURSUANT TO SENATE BILL 9 IN VERY HIGH FIRE
HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF THE EATON FIRE

PURPOSE OF THE ORDINANCE

The purpose of this ordinance is to repeal Ordinance Nos. 7455 and 7457, which
prohibit Senate Bill ("SB") 9 applications in single family zones in very high fire hazard
severity zones (VHFhlSZ) within the boundary of the Eaton Fire in accordance with
the Governor of California's Executive Order ("EG") N-32-25.

REASONS WHY LEGISLATION IS NEEDED

SB 9 was enacted to support the creation of housing by requiring public agencies to
ministerially approve two-unit developments and urban lot splits, resulting in up to
four-unit developments, in single-family zones. On July 30, 2025, the Governor
issued EO N-32-25, which suspended Government Code sections 65852.21 and

MEETING OF 8/3/2026

AGENDA ITEM NO.
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Repeal of Ord. Nos. 7455 and 7457
Augusts, 2026
Page 2 of 3

66411.7 in VHFHSZ within the boundaries of the Palisades and Eaton fires in Los
Angeles County to the extent such sections limit the local agency's discretion in
approving applications for development of two units on a single-family parcel or lot
splits.

The City adopted Ordinance No. 7455 to prohibit SB 9 applications in very high fire
hazard severity zones within the boundary of the Eaton Fire within the City of
Pasadena. This ordinance was intended to avoid widespread SB 9 development
concentrated in neighborhoods that are in the VHFHSZ within the burn area that
might crowd evacuation routes. Ordinance No. 7457 was adopted to extend this
regulation an additional 22 months and 15 days to approximately September 2027.

On December 10, 2025, a lawsuit was filed against Governor Newsom, the County of
Los Angeles, and the Cities of Los Angeles, Malibu, and Pasadena in Los Angeles
County Superior Court entitled Yes In My Back Yard, et al. v. Gavin Newsom, et al.
(Case No. 25STCP04761). In the lawsuit, the petitioners allege that Executive Order
N-32-25 and orders, ordinances, and policies based on that Executive Order violate
constitutional and statutory law including the California Emergency Services Act. The
petitioners seek a court order requiring the respondents to review and process SB 9
applications within the Palisades and Eaton Fire areas, and declaratory relief.

In light of the costs, risks, and uncertainties associated with litigation and in
consideration of the time that has elapsed since the Eaton Fire, the City elects to
repeal Ordinance Nos. 7455 and 7457. If the ordinances are repealed, the
suspensions implemented by Ordinance Nos. 7455 and 7457 will be lifted, and SB 9
applications will be processed in VHFHSZ within the boundaries of the Eaton Fire, as
appropriate.

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS OR GROUPS AFFECTED

The Planning and Community Development Department will implement this
ordinance.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

The actions proposed herein are not subject to CEQA pursuant to EO N-32-25.
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
///
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Repeal ofOrd. Nos. 7455 and 7457
August 3, 2026
Page 3 of 3

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact as a result of this ordinance amendment.

Respectfully submitted,

Michete Beal Bagnen
City Attorney

Prepared by:

/ ^^ 4
Caroline K.Monroy ^
Assistant City Attorney

Concurred by:

(-Y- ^

Matthew ^. 1-lawkesworth
Interim City Manager
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Ordinance Fact Shee'

July 20, 2026

TO:

FROM:

Honorable Mayor and City Council

City Attorney/City Prosecutor Department

SUBJECT: AN UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE OF THE CITY Qf PASADENA
REPEALING ORDINANCE NOS. 7455 AND 7X57 PROHIBITING
URBAN LOT SPLITS AND CONSTRUCTIOXOF MULTIPLE
DWELLINGS PURSUANT TO SENATE Bj^L 9 IN VERY HIGH FIRE
HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES WITHIN TyE BOUNDARY OF THE
EATON FIRE

TITLE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE

AN UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE OF THE CITVOF PASADENA REPEALING
ORDINANCE NOS. 7455 AND 7457 PROhUfilTING URBAN LOT SPLITS AND
CONSTRUCTION OF MULTIPLE DWELL/NGS PURSUANT TO SENATE BILL 9 IN
VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY^ONES WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF THE
EATON FIRE

PURPOSE OF THE ORDINANCE.

The purpose of this ordinance j/'to repeal Ordinance Nos. 7455 and 7457, which
prohibit Senate Bill ("SB") 9 q/fplications in single family zones in very high fire hazard
severity zones (VHFHSZ) v^Thin the boundary of the Eaton Fire in accordance with
the Governor of California Executive Order ("EO") N-32-25.

REASONS WHY LEQifSLATION IS NEEDED

SB 9 was enactec^o support the creation of housing by requiring public agencies to
ministerially appj^ve two-unit developments and urban lot splits, resulting in up to
four-unit developments, in single-family zones. On July 30, 2025, the Governor
issued EO N^62-25, which suspended Government Code sections 65852.21 and

MEETING OF _OZ/20/2026_
AGENDA ITEM NO. 17



Repeal ofOrd. Nos. 7455 and 7457
July 20, 2026
Page 2 of 3

66411.7 in VHFHSZ within the boundaries of the Palisades and Eaton fires in Los
Angeles County to the extent such sections limit the local agency's discretion in
approving applications for development of two units on a single-family parcel oj^ot
splits.

The City adopted Ordinance No. 7455 to prohibit SB 9 applications in ver/high fire
hazard severity zones within the boundary of the Eaton Fire within the Qifty of
Pasadena. This ordinance was intended to avoid widespread SB 9 dq/elopment
concentrated in neighborhoods that are in the VHFHSZ within the b^fn area that
might crowd evacuation routes. Ordinance No. 7457 was adoptedjfc extend this
regulation an additional 22 months and 15 days to approximatel/September 2027.

On December 10, 2025, a lawsuit was filed against Governo/Newsom, the County of
Los Angeles, and the Cities of Los Angeles, Malibu, and P^adena in Los Angeles
County Superior Court entitled Yes In My Back Yard, et ^ v. Gavin Newsom, et al.
(Case No. 25STCP04761). In the lawsuit, the petitioneg? allege that Executive Order
N-32-25 and orders, ordinances, and policies based giH that Executive Order violate
constitutional and statutory law including the Califoiyfia Emergency Services Act. The
petitioners seek a court order requiring the respor/Ients to review and process SB 9
applications within the Palisades and Eaton Fir^reas, and declaratory relief.

In light of the costs, risks, and uncertainties associated with litigation and in
consideration of the time that has elapsed^/ince the Eaton Fire, the City elects to
repeal Ordinance Nos. 7455 and 7457. Ij^he ordinances are repealed, the
suspensions implemented by Ordinan^? Nos. 7455 and 7457 will be lifted, and SB 9
applications will be processed in VH^flSZ within the boundaries of the Eaton Fire, as
appropriate.

PROGRAMS, DEPARTMENTS^)R GROUPS AFFECTED

The Planning and Commune Development Department will implement this
ordinance.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

The actions propo^d herein are not subject to CEQA pursuant to EO N-32-25.

///
///
///
///
///
///
///
//.
///
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Repeal of Ord. Nos. 7455 and 7457
July 20, 2026
Page 3 of 3

FjSCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact as a result of this ordinance amendment.

Respectfully submitted,

Prepared by:

Caroline K. Monroy
Assistant City Attorney

Concurred by:

ae/.^
Michele Beal 9^gnei4§
City Attorney

'-Lrv

Matthew E/Hawkesworth
Interim City Manager
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McMillan, Acquanette (Netta)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

p brown
Sunday, August 2, 2026 9:06 PM
PublicComment-AutoResponse
Comment for City Council Mtg 8/3 - Agenda Item 4 - SUPPORT

[ I ] CAUTION: This email was delivered from the Internet. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Report
phish using the Phish Alert Button (PAB). For more information about the PAB view article "KB0011474" on the DolT portal.

Dear Hon Mayor Gordo and Council Members;

I am writing to urge your support of approval on Second Reading of the Ordinance to repeal Ordinance Nos.
7455 and 7457. The Staff report correctly notes ongoing litigation risk.

While not noted in the Staff report, repeal will restore additional rebuilding options to Pasadena residents
who lost their homes due to the Eaton firestorm.

Ordinances 7455 and 7457 hold fire survivors to stricter rules than other California homeowners. It is unfair
to take away state laws that give property owners flexibility to rebuild and use their land. It is unfair to punish
people that have already lost so much with a more difficult time rebuilding.

Fire survivors have not been made whole. Government assistance is limited, and insurance often falls far
short of covering what families lost. Lot splitting can help homeowners finance a rebuild, recover some of
their losses, or sell at a fair price to someone with the resources to rebuild.

SB 9 allows only modest increases in housing. These are low density tools that generally produce single
family homes, duplexes, or townhomes, not large apartment buildings.

A community is its people, not just its physical appearance. Providing additional rebuilding options will make
it easier for longtime residents to return and more likely that they will not be displaced. Preserving Pasadena
should mean preserving its residents, especially those with fewer economic resources to afford rebuilding.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

P.A. Brown
Pasadena resident

I
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r' Pasadena Press

118W.LimeAveSte126
Monrovia, CA 91016-2841

(626) 566-2149

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2015.5 C.C.P.)

State of California
County of LOS ANGELES

)

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of
the State of California; I am over the age of eighteen
years, and not a party to or interested in the above-
entitled matter. I am a principal clerk of the printer
of the Pasadena Press, a newspaper published in
the English language for the city of PASADENA,
county of LOS ANGELES, and adjudged as a
newspaper of general circulation by the Superior
Court of the County of LOS ANGELES, State of
California on the date of June 29, 2015, Case
Number ES018815; that the notice, of which the
annexed is a printed copy, has been published in
each regular and entire issue of said newspaper and
not in any supplement thereof on the following
dates, to-wit:

August 6.2026

certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Monrovia, California,

This 6th day of August 2026

x

t-;

Signature

(This space is for the County Clerk's Filing Stamp only)

Proof of Publication of

Introduced by: Councilmember Cole

ORDINANCE NO. 7474

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITT OF PASADENA REPEALING
ORDINANCE N08. 7455 AND 7457 PROHIBITING URBAN LOT
SPLITS AND CONSTRUCTION OF MULTIPLE DWELLINGS
PURSUANT TO SENATE BILL 9 IN VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD
SEVERITT ZONES WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF THE EATON
FIRE

WHEREAS, windstorms of extraordinary magnitude and wide-
spread fires began on January 7, 2025, which included dangerous
gusts of wind of over 80 miles per hour and wind-driven and destruc-
tive wildfires including the Eaton Fire and the Palisades Fire; and

WHEREAS, these conditions caused extensive damage to res-
idential and nonresidential structures, businesses and critical infra-
structure in the City of Pasadena ("City") and the Eaton Fire specifi-
cally destroyed 185 structures in the City, a majority of which were
zoned single-family residential, displacing Pasadena residents; and

WHEREAS, the combined fires in the County of Los Angeles
("County") collectively burned over 47,900 acres, destroyed or dam-
aged more than 16,250 structures, including homes, small busi-
nesses, and places of worship, with initial estimates placing this .
disaster among the most destructive in California history; and

WHEREAS, on July 30, 2025, the Governor issued Executive
Order N-32-25, which acknowledged that Senate Bill ("SB") 9 was
not tailored for circumstances like the present situation and sus-
pended Government Code sections 65852.21 and 66411.7 in very
high fire hazard severity zones within the boundaries of the Pali-
sades and Eaton Fires to the extent they limit discretion in approval
of applications for development of two units on a single-family parcel
or lot split; and

WHEREAS, the Council adopted Ordinance No. 7455 on Sep-
tember 15, 2025 to prohibit SB 9 applications within the very high
Tire hazard severity zone within the boundaries of the Eaton Fire,
and adopted Ordinance No. 7457 on October 27, 2025 to extend
Ordinance No. 7455;

WHEREAS, on December 10,2025, a lawsuit entitled Yes In My
Back Yard, et al. v. Gavin Newsom, et al. (Case No. 25STCP04761')
was filed against Governor Newsom, the County of Los Angeles,
and the Cities of Los Angeles, Malibu and Pasadena challenging
Executive Order N-32-25, and seeking to invalidate local orders^ or-
dinances and policies adopted pursuant to that Executive Order;

WHEREAS, in light of the costs, risk, and uncertainties associ-
ated with litigation and in consideration of the time that has elapsed
since the Eaton Fire, the City elects to repeal Ordinances Nos. 7455
and 7457;

NOW THEREFORE, the People of the City of Pasadena ordain
as follows:
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SECTION 1. Ordinance No. 7455, adopted September 15,
2025, and Ordinance No. 7457, adopted October 27, 2025, are
hereby repealed in their entirety.SECTION 2. If any subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of
this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional
by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect
the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The CityCouncil hereby declares that it would have adopted this section, and
each and every subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof
not declared invalid or unconstitutional, without regard to whether
any portion of the ordinance would be subsequently declared invalid
or unconstitutional.SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify the adoption of this
ordinance and shall cause this ordinance to be published.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shalltake effect upon publication.
Signed and approved this 3rd day of August, 2026.

Victor M. Gordo
Mayor of the City of Pasadena

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by
the City Council of the City of Pasadena at its meeting held this 3rd
day of August 2026, by the following vote:
AYES: Councilmembers Cole, Hampton, Jones, Lyon ,

Madison, Masuda, Vice Mayor Rivas, Mayor Gordo
NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

Date Published:August 6, 2026
Mark Jomsky
City Clerk

Approved as to form:

Caroline Monroy
Assistant City Attorney

Published August 6,2026
PASADENA PRESS
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