BROOKSIDE PARK STROMWATER CAPTURE PROJECT
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

A SADEN La Casita Del Arroyo
November 13, 2025, 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Purpose of Today’s Meeting

The City of Pasadena (City) is the lead agency for the preparation of an Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration (IS/MND) that will assess the potential environmental effects of the Brookside
Park Stormwater Capture Project (Project or proposed Project). The IS/MND is being prepared
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements. Although CEQA does not
require a public information meeting for an IS/MND, the City is holding this meeting to provide
agencies and members of the public an opportunity to learn about the Project and the CEQA process
for an IS/MND and provide input on the scope of issues the IS/MND should address. It should be
noted that no public review occurs as part of this Public Information Meeting. Upon completion of
the Draft IS/MND and approval of the said document by City staff, the Draft IS/MND will be
distributed for a 30-day public review (Winter/Spring 2026).
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Existing Setting

Exhibit 1, Project Location
The proposed Project site is within an J

existing parking lot that is relatively flat,

with elevations ranging from 66.7 to 77.3 feet below sea level. Brookside Park, owned and operated
by the City of Pasadena, is situated just south of the Rose Bowl and directly adjacent to the Arroyo
Seco Channel, within the Upper Los Angeles River watershed management area. The existing park
includes the Jackie Robinson Baseball Stadium, two lighted softball diamonds, a multi-purpose sports
field, picnic areas with barbecue pits, children’s play areas, restrooms, and drinking fountains. Also
included are the Kidspace Children’s Museum and the Rose Bowl Aquatic’s Center.

Description of the Project

The proposed Project will generally be constructed within the northern portion of the Lot I parking
lot. The proposed Project intends to divert up to 23 cubic feet per second (cfs) of stormwater from
the Seco Street Drain, an irregular concrete channel that underlies Seco Street and the north end of



the Brookside Park parking lot into a concrete pipe. This flow will pass through an actuated valve and
a pretreatment unit, then be directed into a subsurface infiltration and storage reservoir. Water that
does not infiltrate will be pumped to a sampling station, then discharged back into the Seco Street
Drain. Above-ground bioretention and bio-infiltration features will be added to ensure
comprehensive stormwater capture and treatment at the project site. The preliminary conceptual
layout is shown on Exhibit 2, below.
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Exhibit 2, Preliminary Conceptual Layout
Scope of the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

In preparing the IS/MND, Psomas will address all environmental topics outlined in the CEQA
Checklist. If the analysis determines that the Project may result in potentially significant impacts,
mitigation measures will be proposed to reduce those impacts to a less-than-significant level. It is
anticipated that the Project will not result in impacts related to all 20 environmental topics listed
below. However, because the CEQA Checklist encompasses all 20 environmental topics, each topic
will include a discussion, analysis, and a corresponding finding.

Aesthetics Greenhouse Gas Emissions Public Services

Agriculture & Forestry Hazards & Hazardous Materials Recreation

Air Quality Hydrology & Water Quality Transportation

Biological Resources Land Use & Planning Tribal Cultural Resources

Cultural Resources Mineral Resources Utilities & Service Systems

Energy Noise Wildfire

Geology & Soils Population & Housing Mandatory Findings of
Significance



Opportunities to Provide Input on the Project

In addition to submitting comments at this Public Information Meeting, agencies and members of the
public will have further opportunities to provide input during the 30-day public review of the Draft
IS/MND and at the public hearings during the IS/MND approval and certification process. It is noted
that while comments provided during today’s meeting will help shape the IS/MND, they will not
receive formal responses in the IS/MND document.

The Draft IS/MND will be circulated for a 30-day public review period, anticipated to take place in
Winter/Spring 2026. All comments received during this period will be forwarded to the City of
Pasadena decision-makers, and written responses will be prepared for comments that raise
substantive environmental issues. These responses will be part of the Final IS/MND. Furthermore, as
part of the IS/MND certification process, the public will have the opportunity to offer testimony at
public hearings before the Pasadena Planning Commission and City Council, anticipated in Summer
2026.



