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Project Co-Benefits

KEY HIGHLIGHTS 

• Supports water quality improvement goals for the 

Arroyo Seco and LA River, while increasing water 

supply for  the Raymond Basin supply per the City’s 

Storm Drain Master Plan.

• Treats stormwater and dry weather runoff using 

green infrastructure, nature-based solutions, and 

best management practices (BMPs), with visible 

community- focused improvements through 

surface-level features.

Promote Groundwater 
Replenishment

Improved 
Pedestrian Safety

Nature 
Based Solutions

Improved 
Water Quality

Brookside Park Stormwater Capture Project

By diverting and treating runoff, the 

project aims to improve water quality, 

recharge critical groundwater supplies, 

and enhance existing Parking Lot I 

amenities



Project 
Site Map 



Subsurface 
Infiltration Gallery

Vegetated Bioswales Pre-Treatment UnitBioretention Cells

Underground Stormwater Components
• Diverts storm and urban runoff from the 

Seco Street Drain for pretreatment, 

subsurface storage, infiltration, and 

potentially filtration prior to discharge into 

the Arroyo Seco.

• Removes trash, sediment, and priority 

pollutants to improve water quality in the 

Arroyo Seco, which ultimately flows into the 

Los Angeles River and the Pacific Ocean



Improved Pedestrian Safety

LightingDrought Tolerant/Native Planting

New Native Trees Educational Signage/Wayfinding

Improved Parking

Potential Above 
Ground Improvements
• Opportunity to improve and enhance the 

existing surface Parking Lot I post-construction.

• Various above-ground, community-focused 

improvements considered

• Refined through input from the community, 

key stakeholders, park users, and the City 

during the collaborative design process.



Site Context and Users



Variety of Site Users

BROOKSIDE PARK - Used by families living in and 
around Pasadena, and neighboring cities who 
frequency visit Kidspace and adjacent recreation 
facilities. Also, serves local sports players, children 
using the playgrounds, and general recreation 
seekers.

ROSE BOWL STADIUM – Attracts large crowds 
from across California and the U.S. for major 
events, including  fans, tailgaters and visitors. Also 
served as an emergency shelter for the City of 
during the Eaton fire.

ROSE AQUATIC CENTER – Serves both the broader 
region and locals, including athletes, seniors, 
families.

ARROYO SECO TRAIL USERS – Popular with 
nearby  residents and regional visitors who use 
the trails for hiking, running, biking and to connect 
with nature.



Outreach and 
Engagement Approach



Strategies to Reach Diverse User Groups 

Outreach Tools Centered Around Education and Project Messaging

• Utilize a project website, social media channels, and media interviews to inform and educate the public.

• Ensure materials clearly communicate project goals, co-benefits, and opportunities to get involved. 

Dynamic, Accessible Outreach with Multiple Touchpoints 

• Create opportunities for feedback for user groups at key project milestones.

• Offer both in-person engagement (e.g. pop-up events) and virtual options (online surveys) to ensure broad 

and inclusive participation.

• Conduct targeted outreach to key stakeholders for more focused input.



Project Website

Primary source for up-
to-date project details 

Includes Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs)

Updated at key project 
milestones 

Shares summaries of 
community input 



Social Media Posts

• Leverages existing social media 

channels to reach a broad 

audience.

• Educates the community project 

benefits, including stormwater 

elements to clean the water.

• Opportunity to bring the 

community more information, to be 

more mindful in our project 

messaging.



Outreach Meetings
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Recreation Features

Pedestrian Safety

Drought Tolerant Planting

New Native Trees

Lighting

Improved Parking

Educational Wayfinding

Electric Vehicle Charging

Preferred 
Improvements
• New and improved Recreation 

Features were the most popular 

improvement, primarily from Los 

Angeles County residents and 

Pasadena residents who do not live 

directly adjacent to Brookside Park.

• There was also a strong interest in 

pedestrian safety, drought tolerant 

planting, and new native trees.

• Electric vehicle parking and 

educational wayfinding were the 

improvements with the least support.



California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA)

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (IS/MND)



Public Information Meeting

How to participate

Sign the Sign-In Sheet

Submit your comments on a Comment Sheet

• Submit your comments tonight

• Mail your comments



Public Information Meeting
Purpose of this evening’s Meeting is to:

• Provide an overview of the Project 

• Solicit comments to refine the “scope” of the IS/MND

IS/MND Scope is refined by:

• Input from the community

• Experience with similar projects

This Public Information Meeting is Not:

• A meeting to answer questions about the

 environmental impacts of the Project 

• A meeting to debate the merits of the Project

• A public hearing for approval/denial of the Project



Purpose of CEQA

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is California's broadest 

environmental law.

• CEQA applies to all discretionary actions (projects where the agency can use its 

judgment in deciding if to approve or how to carry out a project)

Purpose of CEQA is to:

• Disclose project impacts to public and decision makers

• Identify feasible mitigation measures to avoid or reduce impacts



Initial Study/
Mitigated Negative Declaration

IS/MND Kick-Off

Public Information 
Meeting

•November 13, 2025

Admin & Public 
Review Draft 

Public and Agency 
Review • 30-Day Public Review - Winter 2025/2026

Final IS/MND/Responses 
to Comments

Approval Process 
Public Hearing

Notice of 
Determination

• Spring 2026



Environmental Topics
The CEQA Checklist includes 20 topical areas; a few may be focused out:

• Aesthetics

• Agriculture and Forestry 

Resources

• Air Quality

• Biological Resources

• Cultural Resources

• Energy

• Geology and Soils

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions

• Hazards and Hazardous Materials

• Hydrology and Water Quality

• Land Use and Planning

• Mineral Resources

• Noise

• Population and Housing

• Public Services

• Recreation

• Transportation

• Tribal Cultural Resources

• Utilities and Service Systems

• Wildfire



Future Opportunities for Public 
Involvement



Future Opportunities for Public 
Involvement

Draft IS/MND

• Circulation of Draft IS/MND for 30 days

• Anticipated Winter/Spring 2026

Final IS/MND 

• Includes responses to comments

• Final IS/MND will be available for review (City’s website)

• Public Libraries

Public hearings

• Planning Commission, City Council (Spring/Summer 2026)



Public Comments

Draft IS/MND Circulation: Winter/Spring 2026

Submit to Dawn Petschauer, M.S., Stormwater Program Administrator:

• Mail or hand deliver to:
Public Works Department
City of Pasadena
100 N. Garfield Avenue, Suite N306
Pasadena, CA 91101

• Email to: 
    dpetschauer@cityofpasadena.net



Thank you! 

Brookside Park Stormwater Capture Project
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Dawn Petschauer, M.S.
City of Pasadena 
P: 626-744-3929
E: dpetschauer@cityofpasadena.net 

Alia Hokuki, AICP
Psomas
P: 714-481-8065
E: alia.hokuki@psomas.com 

Yvana Hrovat, P.E.
Black & Veatch
P: 805-252-9028
E: HrovatYN@BV.com

bit.ly/BrooksideParkProject

Public Information Meeting 

mailto:dpetschauer@cityofpasadena.net
mailto:alia.hokuki@psomas.com
mailto:HrovatYN@BV.com
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