
Sierra Madre Median Enhancements and Master Plan Project
Community Event #3 Summary



Community Event #3

• Community Event #3 was held at the Victory Park 
Recreation Center Gymnasium on Thursday, June 
20th from 6-8pm.

• Purpose: Provided the community with an update 
on the Sierra Madre Median Enhancements 
project. Shared the draft conceptual designs for 
three medians and refined the draft plant palette 
through community feedback.

• Over 20 community members attended.

• Included two educational stations, an Outreach 
Summary Board, Median Conceptual Designs, a 
Plant Resource Guide, and a Visual Preference 
Survey paired with a sensory plant installation. 





Outreach Summary 
Board
• Outreach Summary Board reflected how 

community feedback from past outreach 
events has been integrated into the 
Conceptual Design.

• Based on community feedback, the 
Conceptual Design:
• Includes a plant palette featuring 

drought tolerant and native trees, 
shrubs, as well as ground cover.

• Incorporates additional trees in the 
medians and parkways.

• Includes dry rock beds with minimum 
rock for water filtration and integrates 
more plants and greening elements.



Plant Species 
Resource Guide
• A Plant Species Resource 

Guide was provided to each 
community member as a 
reference for the plant 
palette in the Conceptual 
Design.

• The Guide was organized by 
plant species type: Trees, Tall 
Shrubs, Small Shrubs, 
Flowering Perennials, Swale 
Plants, and Ground Cover.

• Detailed information was 
provided on each plant 
species such as water use, 
height, color, flowering 
season and pollinator status.



Conceptual Design Station
• The Conceptual Design station featured 

conceptual design boards that highlighted the 
design of three of the nine Sierra Madre 
enhanced medians. 

• Community members provided feedback on 
comment cards.



Plant Installation and 
Visual Preference 
Survey

• The Plant Installation was sensory based and allowed 
community members to interact with plant palette species in 
the Conceptual Design.

• Community members voted for their plant preferences 
through a visual preference survey.

Tell us which plant species you like and don’t like 

by circling the       or       next to each image below. 



Visual Preference Survey Summary
Trees and Ground Cover 
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Western Redbud Multi-Trunk

Bigberry Manzanita

Ray Hartman Wild Lilac

Desert Museum Palo Verde

Valley Oak

Black Beauty Elderberry

Floss Silk

Coast Live Oak

Arizona Cypress

Visual Preference Survey: Trees

Thumbs up Thumbs down No Response

STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT
• Trees: Western Redbud Multi-Trunk, Bigberry Manzanita, Ray Hartman Wild Lilac, Desert Museum Palo Verde*, 

Valley Oak*
• Ground Cover: Lippia
MIXED OPINIONS:
• Trees: Arizona Cypress*, Coast Live Oak*, Valley Oak*, Desert Museum Palo Verde*

LIMITED INTEREST:
• Trees: Arizona Cypress*, Coast Live Oak*, Floss Silk, Black Beauty Elderberry
• Ground Cover: Creeping Thyme, Silver Carpet Dymondia
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Lippia

Creeping Thyme

Silver Carpet Dymondia

Visual Preference Survey: Ground Cover

Thumbs up Thumbs down No Response

* Plant species fall into more than one category: Strong Community Support and Mixed Opinions or Mixed Opinions and Limited Interest



Visual Preference Survey Summary
Small and Tall Shrubs
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Chapparal Pea
Purple Sage
White Sage
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Canyon Grey California Sagebrush
Bladderpod

Dana Point California Buckwheat
Pigeon Point Coyote Brush

Yellow Penstemon
RGB Chapparal Yucca

Canyon Prince Giant Wild Rye

Visual Preference Survey: Small Shrubs

Thumbs up Thumbs down No Response

STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT:
• Small Shrubs: Chapparal Pea, Purple Sage, White Sage
• Tall Shrubs: Saint Catherine’s Lace1, Desert Ceanothus, Nevin’s 

Barberry
MIXED OPINIONS:
• Small Shrubs: Canyon Prince Giant Wild Rye*, RGB Chapparal 

Yucca*, Pigeon Point Coyote Brush*

• Tall Shrubs: Mountain Mahogany*, Laurel Sumac*, Chamise*, 
Giant Wild Rye*, Toyon*

LIMITED INTEREST:
• Small Shrubs: Canyon Prince Giant Wild Rye*, RGB Chapparal 

Yucca*, Yellow Penstemon, Pigeon Point Coyote Brush*, Dana 
Point California Buckwheat, Bladderpod, Canyon Grey 
California Sagebrush2, Deer Grass

• Tall Shrubs: Mountain Mahogany*, Laurel Sumac*, Bush Poppy, 
Chamise*, Giant Wild Rye*, Southern Silktassel, Toyon*, 
California Snowbell, Golden Currant, Fragrant Sumac/Sourberry

1) Community is enthused with this species.
2) Community is concerned this species will look ragged if not maintained.
* Plant species fall into more than one category: Strong Community Support and Mixed Opinions or Mixed Opinions and Limited Interest
 



Visual Preference Survey Summary
Flowering Perennials
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Hummingbird Sage

Showy Penstemon

California Fuchsia

Wild Hyacinth

Leafy Fleabane

Broom Snakeweed

California Aster

Silver Bird's Food Trefoil

Purple Needle Grass

Deerweed

Visual Preference Survey: Flowering 
Perennials

Thumbs up Thumbs down No Response

STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT:
• Flowering Perennials: Hummingbird Sage, Showy 

Penstemon, California Fuchsia
MIXED OPINIONS:
• Flowering Perennials: Silver Bird’s Food Trefoil*, 

Broom Snakeweed*, Leafy Fleabane*, Wild 
Hyacinth*

LIMITED INTEREST:
• Flowering Perennials: Deerweed, Purple Needle 

Grass, Silver Bird’s Food Trefoil*, California Aster, 
Broom Snakeweed*, Leafy Fleabane*, Wild 
Hyacinth*

* Plant species fall into more than one category: Strong Community Support and Mixed Opinions or Mixed Opinions and Limited Interest



Key Takeaways for the Plant Palette 

• Multiple community members 
expressed preference for a colorful 
plant species palette, such as red, pink, 
yellow, lavender, white and purple. 

• Community members did not favor 
plant species with neutral colors like 
brown.

• Certain plant species may have not 
been chosen due to a lack of bloom.

• Strongest support for Drought 
Tolerant/Native plant species.

• Since multiple surveys lacked a 
response for certain plant species, 
community members may be 
indifferent to those plant species. 

Top Plant Species Based on Community Feedback

Trees: Western Redbud Multi-Trunk, Bigberry Manzanita, 
Ray Hartman Wild Lilac, Desert Museum Palo Verde*, 
Valley Oak*

Small Shrubs: Chapparal Pea, Purple Sage, White Sage

Tall Shrubs: Saint Catherine’s Lace, Desert Ceanothus, 
Nevin’s Barberry

Flowering Perennials: Hummingbird Sage, Showy 
Penstemon, California Fuchsia

Ground Cover: Lippia

* Plant species fall into more than one category: Strong Community Support and Mixed Opinions or Mixed Opinions and Limited Interest



Key Takeaways and Next Steps

• Median Design: 
• Community preferences vary from a more uniform design for all medians to each 

median having their own theme. 
• Plant palette for the Sierra Madre Median enhancements will be refined based on 

community feedback.

• Sierra Madre Master Plan: 
• Several community members suggested the integration of transportation 

elements for Sierra Madre Boulevard, such as protected bike lanes and 
pedestrian improvements. 

• Improvements for Sierra Madre Boulevard will be refined for the Master Plan.



Additional Comments (15)

Accessibility for both ADA 
and to better 
accommodate 
pedestrians, cyclists, and 
others via something like 
a protected trail or path 
similar to the Rose Bowl. 

Love the median! Please 
include consideration of 
sustainable transportation 
(protected bike lanes and 
pedestrian improvements) in 
the overall plan.

Stick with yellow and purple 
flowering palette. Will 
complement the Jacarandas 
in bloom now on parkway.

Love the plants with a lot 
of trees and shrubs. 
Maybe pathways to walk, 
others to bike. 

Native gardens can 
sometimes be 
monochromatic, thus I 
like to have as much 
color as possible.
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