
 

 

Residential & Facility Pool Discharge Fact Sheet 

 

PURPOSE 

To guide residents, contractors, and facility managers on how to properly discharge pool or spa 
water in compliance with Pasadena’s stormwater and wastewater regulations. Improper discharge 
can harm creeks, groundwater, and storm drains that flow untreated to the Los Angeles River. 

Applies to: Residential swimming pools and spas (including saltwater systems). 
Does NOT apply to: Koi ponds, ornamental lakes, fountains, or other decorative water features. 
These require separate review and may involve special considerations such as aquatic life or 
chemical additives. 

 

DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 

   Dechlorinate: Chlorine < 1 mg/L (ppm)  
Allow the water to sit for a few days until the chlorine levels are below 1 ppm. Verify  
this with a test kit. 

   pH: Between 7.2 – 8.0 
   Clear water only: No algae, ash, soot, or foam 
   Control flow: Avoid erosion, flooding, and nuisance runoff 
   Prohibited: Filter backwash, diatomaceous earth (DE), cartridge rinse, or acid wash water to 
the storm drain 

 

RESIDENTIAL POOLS 

If connected to City sewer: 

• Discharge to an indoor drain (laundry sink, bathtub, or floor drain) or sewer cleanout 
within private property.  No permit is required from Department of Public Works. 

• Test and record chlorine and pH levels before draining. 

If on a septic system: 

• Do not discharge directly to septic. 

• Use slow on-site infiltration over landscaped areas with no runoff or use a licensed liquid 
waste hauler. 

 



 

 
If impacted by wildfire ash or smoke: 

• Treat as polluted water. Do not discharge to street or storm drain. 

• Preferred disposal: sewer cleanout within private property or haul-off by a licensed hauler. 

If saltwater: 

• Saltwater can damage soil and plants. Use sewer cleanout within private property or haul-
off only. 

 

FACILITY & INSTITUTIONAL POOLS 

(RBAC, PUSD, Gerrish Tennis Club, Caltrans, multi-family complexes) 

• Pre-approval required before draining large pools. 

• Requirements: 

o Dechlorinate (<1 mg/L) and maintain pH (7.2–8.0) 

o Use controlled, metered flow to the sanitary sewer 

o Maintain testing and discharge logs 

• Coordinate with the City for discharge scheduling and sewer access. 

 

PROHIBITED DISCHARGES 

• Non-dechlorinated or unbalanced pH water 

• Runoff that causes flooding, erosion, or enters the storm drain 

• Ash- or soot-contaminated water 

• Backwash, DE, or acid wash water 

 

 



 

 

 

CONTACTS 

City of Pasadena – Public Works Department, Engineering Services Section 
100 N. Garfield Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101 

   (626) 744-4195 |   pw-permits@cityofpasadena.net 

City of Pasadena – Public Works Department, Storm Water Program Administrator 
100 N. Garfield Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101 

   (626) 744-3929 |   dpetschauer@cityofpasadena.net  

For Septic System Questions: 
Los Angeles County Environmental Health Division 

   (626) 430-5380 

Permitted Liquid Waste Haulers: 
Any access to city sewer manholes within the public right of way requires a permit.  Contact 
Engineering Services for permit process. 

 

Reminder: Only clean, dechlorinated pool water that meets all quality standards may be released 
to the storm drain. When in doubt—discharge to sewer or use a permitted hauler. 

For additional information, visit Chapter 8.70 of the Pasadena Municipal Code is the city's Stormwater Management 
and Discharge Control ordinance, which regulates discharges into the municipal storm drain system to prevent 
pollution and protect water quality. 
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