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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Engineering Services Section

Public Parkway Landscape Policy
Effective September 2026

This document provides general guidelines regarding the installation of landscape improvements
within the public parkway. In accordance with Pasadena Municipal Code, it is the responsibility
of the abutting property owner to ensure and maintain the parkway in a condition so as not to
endanger persons or property, and not to interfere with the public convenience.

"Parkway" is defined as that area between the sidewalk and the curb of any street. Where there
is no sidewalk, that area between the edge of the roadway and the property line adjacent thereto.
It shall also include any area within a roadway, which is not open to vehicular travel. “Landscape
improvements” includes groundcovers, shrubs, and other non-vegetative landscape materials but
do not include public street trees. No separate Public Works permit is required if the installation
within the parkway complies with these guidelines.

Gravels, rocks, or plants must be placed at a minimum of two (2) radial feet away from the
trunk of any public street trees. Only organic ground cover is allowed within this two-foot
radial area from the tree truck. Deviation from this dimension may be evaluated by the
City on a case-by-case basis.

Plant materials must not present a danger to the public. They shall not be poisonous,
noxious, or invasive.

Plant materials must not have exposed, rigid spines, spikes, barbs, or thorns.
Plant materials shall be maintained to keep their height at 24 inches maximum.
No edible plant materials are allowed.

Large rocks or boulders are not recommended. Large rocks or boulders will not be
allowed if they prevent safe access to the parkway from a parked vehicle on the street;
reduce the motorist line of sight around corners or curved roadways; and/or are
determined to be unsafe by the Department of Public Works.

Non-vegetative groundcover and/or flat stone paving materials shall provide uniform, firm,
even, and reasonably walkable surfaces. Examples include bark chips, mulch,
decomposed granite, gravels, decorative pavers, or cement concrete.

Bark, mulch, or decomposed granite is only permitted in parkway areas with a slope less
than 5% in any direction. They shall not run off into the street.

Decorative pavers or cement concrete is not allowed within three (3) feet of any public
streetlight pole or pull box or other utility facilities.

Sample recommendations for drought-tolerant landscapes are available from the City website at:
https://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/water-and-power/droughttolerantlandscapes/
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